
7DIGGERMAGAZINE.COM  MAY 2022 

Josh Robinson
OAN PRESIDENT

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
2021–2022 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 Josh Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 PRESIDENT P.O. Box 100

  Amity, OR 97101
  josh@robinsonnursery.com 
  877-855-8733
  FAX 503-835-3004

 Todd Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 PRESIDENT-ELECT 17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  info@bountifulfarms.com  
  503-981-7494

 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 VICE PRESIDENT 29490 S, Jackson Road
  Canby, OR 97013
  amandastaehely@gmail.com  
  503-810-2598

 Kyle Fessler Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.
 PAST-PRESIDENT 13009 McKee School Road N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  sales@woodburnnursery.com
  503-634-2231
  FAX 503-634-2238

 Wes Bailey Smith Gardens Inc.
 TREASURER 23150 Boones Ferry Road N.E.

  Aurora, OR 97002
  wes.bailey@smithgardens.com 
  503-678-5373

 Ben Verhoeven Peoria Gardens Inc.
 SECRETARY 32355 Peoria Rd SW
  Albany, OR 97321
  benv@peoriagardens.com    
  541-753-8519

 Patrick Newton Powell's Nursery Inc.
 MEMBER-AT-LARGE 5054 SW Boyd Rd.
  Gaston, OR 97119
  powellnursery@gmail.com  
  503-357-0631

____________

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 Tom Brewer HC Companies Inc. ProCal
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER  tbrewer@hc-companies.com   
  503-686-8448 

 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER afarley@countrysidenursery.com
  503-678-0511

 Ron Kinney Monrovia
 CONTAINER GROWER rkinney@monrovia.com  
  503-868-7941

 Joe Dula Moana Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER joed@moananursery.com  
  503-266-8170

 Jesse Nelson Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER jnelson@hansnelson.com  
  503-663-3348 

 Chris Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER  chris@robinsonnursery.com   
  877-855-8733

 Jay Sanders KG Farms Inc.
 FIELD / B&B GROWER jsanders@kgfarmsinc.com  
  503-678-3245

 Lorne Blackman Walla Walla Nursery Co. Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  lblackman@wallawallanursery.com 
  509-522-9855

 Tyler Meskers Oregon Flowers Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  tyler@oregonflowers.com  
  503-678-2580

 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 RETAIL gary@landsystemsnursery.com 
  541-382-7646

Feeling 
revitalized
The mask mandate is over. 

It seems like everyone recently has a little 
extra pep in their step. Life resembles a somewhat 
normal state again. Combine that with the spring air 
and return to outdoor activity, and “revitalized” is 
the proper word for the feeling.

Speaking of revitalization, it is time to look at 
restoring the Oregon Association of Nurseries’ various chapters based on regions or 
industry segments. Unfortunately, the pandemic reduced and, in some cases, eliminated 
chapter gatherings. Things are about to change and chapter activity will go back to full 
steam engagement. I have appointed a new Chapter Revitalization Task Force with Ben 
Verhoeven of Peoria Gardens as the chair. Under his leadership from the nursery side 
and Stephanie Weihrauch on the OAN staff side, we will bring chapters back better 
than ever.

Chapters are vital to our industry’s success. We owe it to the next generation of nursery-
men and women to bring this back and offer them the same benefits that we received from it. 

When I talk to friends in the industry, I sometimes get the impression that we have all 
known each other for so long that gatherings aren’t necessary. We could accomplish what the 
chapters offered by picking up the phone and connecting with people on an individual basis. 
If we have an issue or an exciting innovation, it’s easy to reach out to a contact that can assist 
or learn from you. 

How was contact initially made, though? From my own experience, I can say it was 
made through OAN gatherings in most cases. Many of us have been in the industry for 
so long that we have climbed the networking mountain and stood at the top. We know 
who to call for what we need, but that also means we can get complacent and lose sight 
of what got us there. 

If that is you — if you wonder, “Why would I need to participate in chapters?” — if you 
tell yourself, “I have served my time in various association roles” — I challenge you to snap 
out of that thinking! Fight that apathy. Channel your inner John F. Kennedy and ask not 
what the association can do for you, but what you can do for the association. 

This is a call to action for all nurseries to get involved with their respective chapters. 
Why? Because we need to continue the amazing Oregon nursery culture and educate the 
many people new to our industry as to what we are all about.

I have toured various nurseries in the past month. One of the surprising takeaways is the 
prevalence of youth on staff there. Our nursery alone has brought on 10 people under the age 
of 25 in the past few years, all rising stars in the nursery business. 

We need to get younger nursery professionals engaged in the nursery chapters so that 
they can continue to nurture and grow the Oregon nursery culture. I know I have talked 
about this a lot, but what this industry offers from nursery to nursery is a genuine feeling 
that we all care about each other’s success. That is what makes us different and what I think 
attracts people to our industry. We love what we do, and we love the people we do it with, 
no matter if it’s our competitor, family, friend, or neighbor. 

Are you a young person in the industry ready to accelerate your knowledge of the 
industry? When the chapters start up again, get involved. It will be one of the most 
rewarding things you do.

 Are you someone that manages young people? Please encourage them to attend events 
and even pay them for their time there. What you get back from them will be the best return 
on a small sum of money you will ever spend. So do it for them, do it for your business, and 
most importantly, do it for the industry.  


