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What sets 
Oregon apart
The Nursery Country issue of Digger 

is quite possibly my favorite edition of 

the magazine each year. 
We get an in-depth look into the nursery and greenhouse operations that make our 

members world-class. 
With COVID-19 still in effect and tours being tough to come by, this issue is the best 

thing short of a tour to get a feel for production, what the growers are known for, their con-
tact information, their Nursery Guide listings, and best of all — the people involved. 

When I read through these stories, it’s almost like you know them not just on a profes-
sional level but, to some extent, a personal one as well. That is a testament to the operation’s 
openness to share, as well as the people that put the content together. Cheers to you, Curt 
Kipp and team — you talented, multifaceted individuals! We are fortunate to have a publica-
tion that matches the quality of the membership. 

It’s no secret that Oregon operations are the most premier in the country, with all due 
respect to other states, as I love them all. 

I have traveled to a vast majority of the country visiting nurseries, and there are, without 
a doubt, innovative, pristine and top-quality operations all over the place. 

The one thing that distinguishes Oregon is the sheer number and variety of growers. 
It got me thinking: What is it that sets us apart? I wholeheartedly believe it’s that we all 

deeply care for each other and will do anything within our power to help our community. 
I would venture that each and every one of us could pick up the phone right now and call 
another nursery to help with a problem, and they would come through. I often hear, “What 
goes around, comes around,” and that has 100% been my experience. 

I think back to one of my first experiences calling on another nursery who was our com-
petitor at the time. I asked for help with graft wood. The result of this would, in turn, boost 
our production on an item that they undoubtedly could sell if we didn’t have them. 

It struck me as crazy: Who in their right mind would do this? 
I thought to myself, “My boss must be playing a prank on me.” I reluctantly picked up 

the phone, expecting a laugh on the other end. To my amazement I was met with, “We can 
help. Is there anything else you need?” 

Really!? I was absolutely floored. Going through college, I was taught the exact opposite 
— that Pepsi would never help Coca-Cola. 

We get to operate in an environment where you can call on people that are the best in 
the business at what they do, and they will be more than willing to share everything with 
you. I couldn’t put an exact figure on it, but I would imagine we have saved hundreds of 
thousands of dollars by getting help from other nurseries. I hope that we have reciprocated 
the same savings to others. We are willing to do the same for any of you. 

We are all blessed to be members of the OAN. The culture of our community wouldn’t 
exist without these great growers and the giving spirit that they embody. I believe it’s the glue 
that holds our nurseries together. We will soon get back to chapter events, open houses and 
member-wide Zoom calls, so we can continue to learn from each other and grow together! 

As with all of these columns, I like to issue a call to action. We need to encourage our 
people to get out of the nursery and attend OAN events so that 
the network of our people expands. The result of this will con-
tinue to keep us a world-class industry. 

Josh Robinson
OAN PRESIDENT
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 Josh Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 PRESIDENT P.O. Box 100

  Amity, OR 97101
  josh@robinsonnursery.com 
  877-855-8733
  FAX 503-835-3004

 Todd Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 PRESIDENT-ELECT 17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  info@bountifulfarms.com  
  503-981-7494

 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 VICE PRESIDENT 29490 S, Jackson Road
  Canby, OR 97013
  amandastaehely@gmail.com  
  503-810-2598

 Kyle Fessler Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.
 PAST-PRESIDENT 13009 McKee School Road N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  sales@woodburnnursery.com
  503-634-2231
  FAX 503-634-2238

 Wes Bailey Smith Gardens Inc.
 TREASURER 23150 Boones Ferry Road N.E.

  Aurora, OR 97002
  wes.bailey@smithgardens.com 
  503-678-5373

 Ben Verhoeven Peoria Gardens Inc.
 SECRETARY 32355 Peoria Rd SW
  Albany, OR 97321
  benv@peoriagardens.com    
  541-753-8519

 Patrick Newton Powell's Nursery Inc.
 MEMBER-AT-LARGE 5054 SW Boyd Rd.
  Gaston, OR 97119
  powellnursery@gmail.com  
  503-357-0631

____________

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 Tom Brewer HC Companies Inc. ProCal
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER  tbrewer@hc-companies.com   
  503-686-8448 

 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER afarley@countrysidenursery.com
  503-678-0511

 Ron Kinney Monrovia
 CONTAINER GROWER rkinney@monrovia.com  
  503-868-7941

 Joe Dula Moana Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER joed@moananursery.com  
  503-266-8170

 Jesse Nelson Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER jnelson@hansnelson.com  
  503-663-3348 

 Chris Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER  chris@robinsonnursery.com   
  877-855-8733

 Jay Sanders KG Farms Inc.
 FIELD / B&B GROWER jsanders@kgfarmsinc.com  
  503-678-3245

 Lorne Blackman Walla Walla Nursery Co. Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  lblackman@wallawallanursery.com 
  509-522-9855

 Tyler Meskers Oregon Flowers Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  tyler@oregonflowers.com  
  503-678-2580

 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 RETAIL gary@landsystemsnursery.com 
  541-382-7646


