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The start of a 
beautiful journey
Hello everyone. 

For those of you who don’t know me, my 
name is Josh Robinson. Alongside my parents, Rick 
and Roxanne, and brother, Chris, I am a co-owner of 
Robinson Nursery in McMinnville, Oregon. 

Mom and Dad started the business in 1984. I 
consider myself blessed to have been raised on the farm and 
as a part of the nursery community. My earliest memory is playing in the sawdust beds with 
Chris. We would stand at the top of the pile and pretend to be various employees, placing 
imaginary bundles of freshly dug, bare root plants in the sawdust to heal. 

Even though Chris would occasionally convince me I was the bundle that needed to get 
“healed in,” I can pinpoint that the joy from these childhood games was the beginning of our 
nursery journey together. 

Chris and I would spend many summers working in propagation, learning where the life 
of the plants at our nursery began. From the moment our propagator showed me it is pos-
sible to take a stick with roots and graft a cultivar to it, I was hooked. This is where my love 
for the plants and our world-changing employees was born. 

In 2004, I went to study business at Linfield College in McMinnville. I graduated in 
2008 and had my sights set on starting my own business in the bubble tea and coffee indus-
try. After a very trying year, with many valuable lessons learned, my path to becoming a 
nurseryman continued and I was back at the nursery in 2009. 

I experienced all the jobs the nursery had to offer and found my place in a customer 
service role. Here, a co-worker wisely encouraged me to get involved with the OAN. My first 
experience was sitting on the OAN Marketing Committee. From there, I got involved with 
the Sunset Chapter’s activities. 

My deep appreciation for the OAN began at the chapter meetings. It blew my mind that 
I was invited to spend time with some of the best in the industry. The wealth of knowledge 
and everyone’s willingness to share it is a true testament to the character of this industry and 
what makes us so successful. 

Engaging and investing in the next generation of growers is a value I hold close to my 
heart. When the OAN began a networking platform for young nursery people at the Farwest 
Show, I knew I had found my home. I soon dove into the Government Relations Committee, 
the Membership Committee, and then the Board of Directors. Eventually, I was asked to join 
the Executive Committee. Through all these experiences, I have learned how fundamental 
this association is to the success of our industry. We have someone watching out for us when 
new rules and regulations are being formed by a distant government branch. We have a voice 
with significant influence when legislation is being drafted. The presence of the OAN allows 
each of us the ability to do what we do best in an environment that would simply not be pos-
sible without diligent advocacy. 

I would have never got to this point without the full support of my family, most impor-
tantly my wife Ashley. I am excited to be an advocate for you and to be a part of the impact 
the OAN generates. I am looking forward to the challenges this year will bring, and I am 
grateful to you for allowing me to be your president.

I would like to give a special thank you to our outgoing president, Kyle Fessler of 
Woodburn Nursery and Azaleas Inc., and his wife, Molly. 

Kyle, your ability to be efficient, incredibly thoughtful, and thorough while repre-
senting all our members is something I admire and will strive to do. Molly, thank you 
for your support and putting Kyle in a position to allow 
our industry to benefit from his leadership.  

Josh Robinson
OAN PRESIDENT
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 Josh Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 PRESIDENT P.O. Box 100

  Amity, OR 97101
  josh@robinsonnursery.com 
  877-855-8733
  FAX 503-835-3004

 Todd Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 PRESIDENT-ELECT 17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  info@bountifulfarms.com  
  503-981-7494

 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 VICE PRESIDENT 29490 S, Jackson Road
  Canby, OR 97013
  amandastaehely@gmail.com  
  503-810-2598

 Kyle Fessler Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.
 PAST-PRESIDENT 13009 McKee School Road N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  sales@woodburnnursery.com
  503-634-2231
  FAX 503-634-2238

 Wes Bailey Smith Gardens Inc.
 TREASURER 23150 Boones Ferry Road N.E.

  Aurora, OR 97002
  wes.bailey@smithgardens.com 
  503-678-5373

 Ben Verhoeven Peoria Gardens Inc.
 SECRETARY 32355 Peoria Rd SW
  Albany, OR 97321
  benv@peoriagardens.com    
  541-753-8519

 Patrick Newton Powell's Nursery Inc.
 MEMBER-AT-LARGE 5054 SW Boyd Rd.
  Gaston, OR 97119
  powellnursery@gmail.com  
  503-357-0631

____________

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 Tom Brewer HC Companies Inc. ProCal
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER  tbrewer@hc-companies.com   
  503-686-8448 

 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER afarley@countrysidenursery.com
  503-678-0511

 Ron Kinney Monrovia
 CONTAINER GROWER rkinney@monrovia.com  
  503-868-7941

 Joe Dula Moana Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER joed@moananursery.com  
  503-266-8170

 Jesse Nelson Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER jnelson@hansnelson.com  
  503-663-3348 

 Chris Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER  chris@robinsonnursery.com   
  877-855-8733

 Jay Sanders KG Farms Inc.
 FIELD / B&B GROWER jsanders@kgfarmsinc.com  
  503-678-3245

 Lorne Blackman Walla Walla Nursery Co. Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  lblackman@wallawallanursery.com 
  509-522-9855

 Tyler Meskers Oregon Flowers Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  tyler@oregonflowers.com  
  503-678-2580

 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 RETAIL gary@landsystemsnursery.com 
  541-382-7646


