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Working for 
future generations
When I look back on this past year, 

countless emotions come to mind. 
There is one in particular that I keep circling 

back to, and that is gratitude.
For those of us in the nursery industry, we have 

much to be thankful for. While many sectors were hit hard by the pandemic, ours 
experienced rejuvenation unlike most of us had ever seen. There was more effort put 
forth behind the scenes to keep our doors open than many of us will ever know, and we 
should all be grateful to be in the position we are today.

I’m also grateful to all the Oregon Association of Nurseries staff and member volun-
teers that helped guide me through this challenging year. Past President Jim Simnitt set the 
tone in 2020, taking on countless challenges the association faced with poise and confidence. 

Long before Jim held the post, there was a long line of industry leaders that set us 
up for success. Those of you familiar with the OAN office know of the long wall of past 
Presidential portraits that line the hall leading 
back to the Dick Joyce Conference Room. 
There are plenty of familiar faces along that 
wall, especially for the current crop of sec-
ond- and third-generation OAN volunteer 
leaders, whose parents led the OAN decades 
ago. Those that served before us had the foresight to build reserves when times were 
good, and their commitment to a sustainable future of the association undoubtedly helped 
carry us through this difficult time.

I see the same commitment to future generations on our board and committees 
today. Led by our incoming president, Josh Robinson of Robinson Nursery, we have 
a fantastic group of volunteers that show up when called upon and put forth their full 
effort toward the cause. At a time of constant chaos in our daily lives, they have made 
the commitment to fight the necessary battles on our behalf, and to continue to lay the 
groundwork for our industry to succeed in the future.

 Without a doubt, the nursery industry in Oregon is a family affair. Many of our 
operations are multi-generational, and have plans to continue the family legacies going 
forward. I’m extremely grateful to my own family, especially my wife, Mollie, who 
juggles five kids like it’s a walk in the park. They have allowed me the time away from 
them and the operation to serve the membership.

There’s always difficulty dedicating time away from our farms and families. My time 
away was absolutely well spent, and I would encourage anyone to get more involved in 
their association in any way they can. The skills, knowledge, and relationships I’ve gained 
will undoubtedly pay dividends in our own operation for years to come. 

God willing, we’ve also contributed to building on to that solid foundation for our 
own children and future nursery generations to come. 

Kyle Fessler
OAN PRESIDENT
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 Kyle Fessler Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.
 PRESIDENT 13009 McKee School Road N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  sales@woodburnnursery.com
  503-634-2231
  FAX 503-634-2238

 Josh Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 PRESIDENT-ELECT P.O. Box 100

  Amity, OR 97101
  josh@robinsonnursery.com 
  877-855-8733
  FAX 503-835-3004

 Todd Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 VICE PRESIDENT 17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  info@bountifulfarms.com  
  503-981-7494

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 PAST-PRESIDENT 138 NE 22nd Ave.

  Canby, OR 97013
  simnittnsy@canby.com

  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Wes Bailey Smith Gardens Inc.
 TREASURER 23150 Boones Ferry Road N.E.

  Aurora, OR 97002
  wes.bailey@smithgardens.com 
  503-678-5373

 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 SECRETARY 29490 S, Jackson Road
  Canby, OR 97013
  amandastaehely@gmail.com  
  503-810-2598

 Ben Verhoeven Peoria Gardens Inc.
 MEMBER AT LARGE 32355 Peoria Rd SW
  Albany, OR 97321
  benv@peoriagardens.com    
  541-753-8519

____________

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 Tom Brewer HC Companies Inc. ProCal
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER  tbrewer@hc-companies.com   
  503-686-8448 

 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER afarley@countrysidenursery.com
  503-678-0511

 Ron Kinney Monrovia
 CONTAINER GROWER rkinney@monrovia.com  
  503-868-7941

 Joe Dula Moana Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER joed@moananursery.com  
  503-266-8170

 Jesse Nelson Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER jnelson@hansnelson.com  
  503-663-3348 

 Chris Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER  chris@robinsonnursery.com   
  877-855-8733

 Jay Sanders KG Farms Inc.
 FIELD / B&B GROWER jsanders@kgfarmsinc.com  
  503-678-3245

 Lorne Blackman Walla Walla Nursery Co. Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  lblackman@wallawallanursery.com 
  509-522-9855

 Tyler Meskers Oregon Flowers Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  tyler@oregonflowers.com  
  503-678-2580

 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 RETAIL gary@landsystemsnursery.com 
  541-382-7646

For those of us in the 

nursery industry, we have 

much to be thankful for. 


