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Overcoming 
adversity
Fall is near here in Nursery Country. 

After a long, hot, dry summer, there is much 
hope and anticipation for cooler weather and plenty 
of that famous Oregon rainfall. Likewise, September 
brings about my favorite pastime: football.

I spent nearly two decades of my life on the gridiron, participating as a player, 
coach, and occasional referee. This fall is no different, as I am currently coaching my 
son Henry in his first season playing tackle football. Over the years, I’ve been fortunate 
to be part of championship-level teams and all-star squads, but I’ve also been part of 
teams that saw very little scoreboard success. 

Football has taught me so many things about life that I wouldn’t be able to fit them 
all on just this page. Most of all, it gave me the ability to deal with adversity, which we 
in the nursery industry are all too familiar with.

You don’t tend to think about adversity much when you’re on the powerhouse 
championship teams. It’s the winless seasons that really make an impact on your 
approach to life. I had one such season that stands in the forefront of my mind more 
than any other.

Following a run to the state semifinals with a senior-heavy roster, our sophomore-
led team finished the season with two wins, and featured a few broken bones, a flu 
week that left us with six healthy players, half a dozen different quarterbacks, and one 
extremely humbled young head coach.

That group of boys took their lumps, learned from their experiences, and really 
grew together as a team. They learned how to better support each other, and more 
quickly bounce back in the face of adversity. Those boys also earned themselves playoff 
appearances the following two seasons.

So, how does this relate to the nursery industry?
The 2021 Farwest Show just wrapped up. It felt like there couldn’t have been more 

obstacles thrown in our way. There were so many unknowns going into this year. The 
2020 show had been canceled. Up until a few months ago, our venue was still being 
used as a vaccination center. Many of our international industry partners were still 
unable to get into the country. 

And then, just as we were finishing up our final preparations in the days before the 
show, the governor decided to roll back protocols and reinstate mask mandate restric-
tions on businesses and gatherings.

This wasn’t what anyone wanted. We all knew it would be a completely different 
experience than we were used to, and it absolutely was. Those of us in attendance made 
the best of the situation. There was great networking and quality business conducted. 

This was the first marketing opportunity for some new growers and exhibitors, and 
several took full advantage, writing their first major batch of orders. Right alongside 
them were the veteran growers that went through the same stages of growth years ago, 
giving support and encouragement to our new members.

I’m grateful for all those involved with putting on the Farwest Show, from the com-
mittee of volunteers and staff, to all the exhibitors and attendees that made the experi-
ence worthwhile. We will continue to learn from challenges we’ve faced, and put forth 
our best effort to provide our growers and customers 
with a great platform for continued success. 
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 Kyle Fessler Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.
 PRESIDENT 13009 McKee School Road N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  sales@woodburnnursery.com
  503-634-2231
  FAX 503-634-2238

 Josh Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 PRESIDENT-ELECT P.O. Box 100

  Amity, OR 97101
  josh@robinsonnursery.com 
  877-855-8733
  FAX 503-835-3004

 Todd Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 VICE PRESIDENT 17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  info@bountifulfarms.com  
  503-981-7494

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 PAST-PRESIDENT 138 NE 22nd Ave.

  Canby, OR 97013
  simnittnsy@canby.com

  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Wes Bailey Smith Gardens Inc.
 TREASURER 23150 Boones Ferry Road N.E.

  Aurora, OR 97002
  wes.bailey@smithgardens.com 
  503-678-5373

 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 SECRETARY 29490 S, Jackson Road
  Canby, OR 97013
  amandastaehely@gmail.com  
  503-810-2598

 Ben Verhoeven Peoria Gardens Inc.
 MEMBER AT LARGE 32355 Peoria Rd SW
  Albany, OR 97321
  benv@peoriagardens.com    
  541-753-8519
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 Tom Brewer HC Companies Inc. ProCal
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER  tbrewer@hc-companies.com   
  503-686-8448 

 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER afarley@countrysidenursery.com
  503-678-0511

 Ron Kinney Monrovia
 CONTAINER GROWER rkinney@monrovia.com  
  503-868-7941

 Joe Dula Moana Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER joed@moananursery.com  
  503-266-8170

 Jesse Nelson Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER jnelson@hansnelson.com  
  503-663-3348 

 Chris Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER  chris@robinsonnursery.com   
  877-855-8733

 Jay Sanders KG Farms Inc.
 FIELD / B&B GROWER jsanders@kgfarmsinc.com  
  503-678-3245

 Lorne Blackman Walla Walla Nursery Co. Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  lblackman@wallawallanursery.com 
  509-522-9855

 Tyler Meskers Oregon Flowers Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  tyler@oregonflowers.com  
  503-678-2580

 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 RETAIL gary@landsystemsnursery.com 
  541-382-7646


