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Stop and smell 
the roses
The annual chaos of spring has slowed  
down a bit the past few weeks here in 
Nursery Country. 

It’s almost a mirror image of the chaos curve we see 
in the Fessler household each year.

Flower season has its big push through Mother’s Day. The weekly yardwork 
around the house is in full effect at this point. The kids are wrapping up the school year 
and we’re headed in two opposite directions nearly every night to softball and baseball 
games, all while trying to make sure the kids have had at least three meals each day. (Of 
course, there is always at least one that refuses to eat what is served on any given night.) 

Luckily, we have our trusty smartphones that help us navigate every little detail, like 
which of the dozen baseball fields we are supposed to be delivering the little sluggers to.

Computers and smartphones have become fantastic tools to help us navigate the 
daily issues we face in our industry. We can have a live video chat with a customer 
across the country while walking through the greenhouse, or diagnose a pest issue in a 
matter of minutes with a quick Internet search on a smartphone. 

A simple text message 
can relay an important piece 
of information to another 
employee in just a few sec-
onds. How did people ever 
operate without these things?

Back in 1996, sending this column to the editor wasn’t so easy. The first 10 col-
umns of my dad’s OAN presidency were typed on a typewriter. From there, they were 
faxed to the OAN office for editing and eventually passed on to print. Progress was 
made on his final two columns, when the tool of choice to upload his column became a 
computer with a dial-up modem. 

How well would we thrive if we were still using the same equipment and technol-
ogy that we did 25 years ago?

I got to experience this question firsthand a few weeks ago, when several genera-
tions of our family went on a weekend fishing trip, far from the range of any cell tower. 
It was a great weekend, filled with daily limits, tranquil nature, and great company. Our 
smartphones weren’t good for much more than photographing the daily catch. 

It made me realize that I don’t need that little screen within arm’s reach at all times.
We’re lucky to operate in such a unique industry. Most people go to work with a 

plant in the corner of their office.  Our office is surrounded by an abundance of them.
We can’t forget why we enjoy doing this work. It’s important to shut the phone 

off every once in a while, and take a moment to enjoy the beauty that we put so much 
effort into creating, each and every day. 

Kyle Fessler
OAN PRESIDENT
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 Kyle Fessler Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.
 PRESIDENT 13009 McKee School Road N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  sales@woodburnnursery.com
  503-634-2231
  FAX 503-634-2238

 Josh Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 PRESIDENT-ELECT P.O. Box 100

  Amity, OR 97101
  josh@robinsonnursery.com 
  877-855-8733
  FAX 503-835-3004

 Todd Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 VICE PRESIDENT 17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  info@bountifulfarms.com  
  503-981-7494

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 PAST-PRESIDENT 138 NE 22nd Ave.

  Canby, OR 97013
  simnittnsy@canby.com

  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Wes Bailey Smith Gardens Inc.
 TREASURER 23150 Boones Ferry Road N.E.

  Aurora, OR 97002
  wes.bailey@smithgardens.com 
  503-678-5373

 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 SECRETARY 29490 S, Jackson Road
  Canby, OR 97013
  amandastaehely@gmail.com  
  503-810-2598

 Ben Verhoeven Peoria Gardens Inc.
 MEMBER AT LARGE 32355 Peoria Rd SW
  Albany, OR 97321
  benv@peoriagardens.com    
  541-753-8519

____________

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 Tom Brewer HC Companies Inc. ProCal
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER  tbrewer@hc-companies.com   
  503-686-8448 

 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER afarley@countrysidenursery.com
  503-678-0511

 Ron Kinney Monrovia
 CONTAINER GROWER rkinney@monrovia.com  
  503-868-7941

 Joe Dula Moana Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER joed@moananursery.com  
  503-266-8170

 Jesse Nelson Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER jnelson@hansnelson.com  
  503-663-3348 

 Chris Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER  chris@robinsonnursery.com   
  877-855-8733

 Jay Sanders KG Farms Inc.
 FIELD / B&B GROWER jsanders@kgfarmsinc.com  
  503-678-3245

 Lorne Blackman Walla Walla Nursery Co. Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  lblackman@wallawallanursery.com 
  509-522-9855

 Tyler Meskers Oregon Flowers Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  tyler@oregonflowers.com  
  503-678-2580

 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 RETAIL gary@landsystemsnursery.com 
  541-382-7646

How well would we thrive if we were 

still using the same equipment and 

technology that we did 25 years ago?


