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Smart stewardship 
It’s tough to think about the future 

when we’re trying to keep up with 

solving the problems of the day. 
This is something we face nearly every spring, 

when the most important thing is getting plants out 
the door to our customers. 

We do, however, need to set aside time to stra-
tegically plan for the future. 

I feel very fortunate to be part of an operation that places a high priority on sus-
tainability and managing our raw materials well into the future. That kind of planning 
makes the best use of our limited resources, and helps alleviate some of the difficulties 
we may face before they become major problems.

I see the evidence of forward-thinking tactics every day. Some of the first green-
houses that my grandfather built decades ago are still standing tall. Many have had 
retrofits or modifications over the years, but the bones are very much the same and they 
were built to last for generations.

Along with our workforce, water seems to be at the forefront of every planning dis-
cussion we have. We’ve been able to grow over the years by focusing on conserving that 
precious resource. From the design of our can yards, the micro-system pot-in-pot fields, 
or the many recycling ponds, we try to recapture and conserve every drop of water that 
we can.

Biological control programs 
have also emerged in our industry 
over the past few years. For some, 
it’s hard to get out of the habit of 
just grabbing the spray gun when-
ever needed. Yes, it takes quite a 
bit of open-mindedness, patience, 
and a willingness to fail to become 
successful at using biological controls in an IPM program. And, yes, sometimes it also 
means grabbing the spray gun when needed. 

However, the new pest management tools can be more effective than they once 
were. These modern techniques and complementary systems only help us be better 
growers and achieve better results in the long run. 

Sometimes these sustainable practices are something we really strive toward, and 
others times come about out of sheer necessity. The world we are operating in changes 
on a daily basis. Whether it is government regulation or a change in consumer demand, 
we must be ready to adapt. I think back a few years to how one unfortunate incident 
brought the word “neonicotinoid” into the public sphere, and changed the way most of 
us will operate forever.

I think we sometimes forget how great of an impact our stewardship really has on 
our state. We care for our land. We protect our water. We support future horticulture 
leaders through the Oregon Nurseries Foundation. 

Oregon nurseries annually sell nearly $1 billion worth of oxygen-creating, carbon-
sequestering plants that we share with the world (not to mention the millions more in 
the queue for next year). I’m proud to be part of that stewardship, and I hope to con-
tinue to foster that stewardship in our industry for generations to come.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 Kyle Fessler Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.
 PRESIDENT 13009 McKee School Road N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  sales@woodburnnursery.com
  503-634-2231
  FAX 503-634-2238

 Josh Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 PRESIDENT-ELECT P.O. Box 100

  Amity, OR 97101
  josh@robinsonnursery.com 
  877-855-8733
  FAX 503-835-3004

 Todd Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 VICE PRESIDENT 17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  info@bountifulfarms.com  
  503-981-7494

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 PAST-PRESIDENT 138 NE 22nd Ave.

  Canby, OR 97013
  simnittnsy@canby.com

  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Wes Bailey Smith Gardens Inc.
 TREASURER 23150 Boones Ferry Road N.E.

  Aurora, OR 97002
  wes.bailey@smithgardens.com 
  503-678-5373

 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 SECRETARY 29490 S, Jackson Road
  Canby, OR 97013
  amandastaehely@gmail.com  
  503-810-2598

 Ben Verhoeven Peoria Gardens Inc.
 MEMBER AT LARGE 32355 Peoria Rd SW
  Albany, OR 97321
  benv@peoriagardens.com    
  541-753-8519

____________

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 Tom Brewer HC Companies Inc. ProCal
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER  tbrewer@hc-companies.com   
  503-686-8448 

 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER afarley@countrysidenursery.com
  503-678-0511

 Ron Kinney Monrovia
 CONTAINER GROWER rkinney@monrovia.com  
  503-868-7941

 Joe Dula Moana Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER joed@moananursery.com  
  503-266-8170

 Jesse Nelson Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER jnelson@hansnelson.com  
  503-663-3348 

 Chris Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER  chris@robinsonnursery.com   
  877-855-8733

 Jay Sanders KG Farms Inc.
 FIELD / B&B GROWER jsanders@kgfarmsinc.com  
  503-678-3245

 Lorne Blackman Walla Walla Nursery Co. Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  lblackman@wallawallanursery.com 
  509-522-9855

 Tyler Meskers Oregon Flowers Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  tyler@oregonflowers.com  
  503-678-2580

 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 RETAIL gary@landsystemsnursery.com 
  541-382-7646

I feel very fortunate to be part of 

an operation that places a high 

priority on sustainability and 

managing our raw materials well 

into the future.


