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Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.
13009 McKee School Road N.E.
Woodburn, OR 97071
sales@woodburnnursery.com
503-634-2231

FAX 503-634-2238

Robinson Nursery Inc.

P.O. Box 100

Amity, OR 97101
josh@robinsonnursery.com
877-855-8733

FAX 503-835-3004

Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.
Woodburn, OR 97071
info@bountifulfarms.com
503-981-7494

Simnitt Nursery

138 NE 22nd Ave.
Canby, OR 97013
simnittnsy@canby.com
503-266-9640

FAX 503-263-6330

Smith Gardens Inc.

23150 Boones Ferry Road N.E.
Aurora, OR 97002
wes.bailey@smithgardens.com
503-678-5373

Columbia Nursery

29490 S, Jackson Road
Canby, OR 97013
amandastaehely@gmail.com
503-810-2598

Peoria Gardens Inc.
32355 Peoria Rd SW
Albany, OR 97321
benv@peoriagardens.com
541-753-8519
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Ron Kinney
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Joe Dula
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Jesse Nelson
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Chris Robinson
FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER

Jay Sanders
FIELD / B&B GROWER

Lorne Blackman
GREENHOUSE

Tyler Meskers
GREENHOUSE

Gary S. English
RETAIL

HC Companies Inc. ProCal
tbrewer@hc-companies.com
503-686-8448

Countryside Nursery
afarley@countrysidenursery.com
503-678-0511

Monrovia
rkinney@monrovia.com
503-868-7941

Moana Nursery
joed@moananursery.com
503-266-8170

Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
jnelson@hansnelson.com
503-663-3348

Robinson Nursery Inc.
chris@robinsonnursery.com
877-855-8733

KG Farms Inc.
jsanders@kgfarmsinc.com
503-678-3245

Walla Walla Nursery Co. Inc.
Iblackman@wallawallanursery.com
509-522-9855

Oregon Flowers Inc.
tyler@oregonflowers.com
503-678-2580

Landsystems Nursery
gary@landsystemsnursery.com
541-382-7646

Knowing what
we don't

Some of the smartest people I know
have one thing in common: They

know what they don’t know.

Years ago, I was fresh out of college and back in the industry, and I didn’t have a
clue how much I really didn’t know. I had the opportunity to attend a multi-day con-
ference put on by Northwest Farm Credit Service for young and beginning producers.
Looking around the room, there were a hundred or so other young farmers who, like
me, had grown up and worked on the farm nearly their whole lives, but were all still
very green in the ways of agriculture and business.

We had the opportunity to hear from several great speakers that focused on ag eco-
nomics and farm-family dynamics. One of the speakers was Dr. Dave Kohl, professor
emeritus at Virginia Tech and “certified smart guy.” He seemed to have more knowledge
and information than the rest of us in the room combined. Where did all this information
come from? Most of it comes from conversations with actual boots on the ground.

Dr. Dave mentioned that one of his best sources for information on economic indi-
cators could be found at any given truck stop across the country: conversations with
long-haul truck drivers. What are the backhauls like? How quickly can drivers find the
next load? What is the price of
that next load? These conversa-
tions with truckers help the econo-
mist frame his mindset, and paint
a bigger picture of what is truly happening in real-time.

How often do we stop and ask the simple questions? Do we ask the questions
because we have a desire to build a broader knowledge base of our craft? Or are we
simply trying to solve the immediate problems of today?

Today, it’s easier than ever to find the answers we crave. Pve got a dozen or so con-
tacts in my phone that know more about growing great plants than I could ever imag-
ine. There’s a 90% chance one of them has had the exact same problem I’'m facing, or
they know who to call to get the answer. If that doesn’t work, there’s probably several
dozen (or thousand) videos online that can walk me through the issue, step-by-step.

There is no end to the knowledge we can find if we really want it. Do we have the
humility to admit that we don’t have all the answers, and are we willing to continually
ask questions?

My biggest takeaway from that conference years ago is that we’ll never have all the
answers, but we need to strive to be continual, life-long learners. Whether the knowl-
edge is gained through institutions, industry seminars, or a short conversation with the
truck driver parked at our loading dock, we must continue to ask the questions that will

help us be better growers and business operators. &

Kyle Fessler

There is no end to the knowledge
we can find if we really want it.
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