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The framework of the future
Industry-funded scholarships provide essential support for tomorrow’s leaders

BY MITCH LIES

IT MIGHT NOT seem like much, but for Justin Schulze, 
plant breeder for Bailey Innovations, a division of Bailey 
Nurseries, the money he was able to cobble together through 

college scholarships was critical to launching his career.
“Those scholarships can allow us to go to something like 

Farwest [Show], meet up with other industry people, and that can 
make a big difference when you are trying to start a career,” Schulze 
said, “Making those connections is really important, and there is not 
always funding for grad students to go to trade shows.”

Schulze is one of numerous scholarship recipients from 
the Oregon Association of Nurseries (OAN) now working in 
Oregon agriculture, including many working directly for Oregon 
nurseries. OAN has been awarding scholarships since the 1970s 
through the Oregon Nurseries Foundation.

Schulze, who is married with two children, said he was for-
tunate to have his tuition covered but found it a struggle to make 
ends meet while pursuing his master’s degree in horticulture at 
Oregon State University.

“I was applying for every scholarship that I could find to 
just fill the gaps in our financial situation,” Schulze said. “Every 

little thing makes a difference.”
He applied with Bailey Nurseries before obtaining his mas-

ters’ degree in horticulture and started with the company just 
weeks after graduation.

Today Schulze is involved in breeding small trees and shrubs 
and End-of-Summer® hydrangea for Bailey Innovations in 
Athens, Georgia.

“It feels good to be working in the field I got my degree in,” 
he said. “When I had my undergraduate degree, I worked jobs 
where I didn’t feel like I was applying what I had learned. Now 
that I completed grad school and got the degree, I am working 
exactly at what I studied, and it feels good.”

A source of pride
Anne Marie Richards, who joined her family’s business, 

Motz & Son Nursery in Portland, after graduating from OSU in 
2016 with a degree in agriculture science, received a scholarship 
through the Oregon Nursery Foundation in 2015.

The money was helpful, she said. Equally rewarding was the 
pride the scholarship brought her family. “It made my family 
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proud that the industry was recognizing 
my efforts to join the family business, that 
the industry was giving me an encourage-
ment going into my new venture in life,” 
Richards said.

Richards wears multiple hats at the 
nursery, including managing the business’s 
spraying and integrated pest management, 
managing the company’s human resources 
division, trucking, and performing inventory 
management and production scheduling.

Knowledge and insight she gained 
in soil science and nursery management 
classes have been particularly useful over 
the years.

“Probably one of the biggest lessons I 
learned while at OSU is how to work with 
people,” she said. “I think in the ag sci-
ence program, you do more of that than 
in other programs, just because there is 
more lab work and field work.”

Richards today is enrolled in the mas-
ters of business administration program at 
the University of Portland and expects to 
have her graduate degree this month.

Signe Danler, a 2012 scholarship 
recipient, was in her 50s when she secured 
an Oregon Nursery Foundation scholar-
ship to help fund a career change into the 
horticulture field.

Danler said she always had an inter-
est in plants and eventually secured a mas-
ter’s degree in agriculture science that she 

Previous page: Justin Schulze inspects 
products at Bailey Innovations in Georgia. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF BAILEY

Top: Anne Marie Richards currently works 
through many job duties at her family 
business, Motz & Son Nursery.
PHOTO COURTESY OF MOTZ & SON NURSERY
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used to land a position as instructor in the 
Master Gardener Online Program at OSU. 
The program, which had been dormant 
for two years before she revitalized it, has 
been hugely popular during the COVID-
19 pandemic, at one 
time even crashing 
the OSU online 
system when a veg-
etable class went 
viral last year.

Danler, who 
had one son living 
at home while she 
was pursuing her 
degrees in horticul-
ture, said obtaining 
scholarships was 
vital in her ability 
to pay for school.

“I am quite 
sure I wouldn’t have been able to do it 
otherwise,” she said.

Twenty scholarships a year
The OAN awards 20 scholarships a 

year, up from 19 a year ago after the Arthur 

Spada family recently created a scholarship. 
Between 15 and 20 students are awarded 
each year, with some qualifying for multiple 
scholarships. Awards range from $500 to 
$1,500 per scholarship.

A mix of dona-
tions from OAN 
chapters and associ-
ation funds fills the 
foundation’s coffers.

Jennifer 
Satalino, direc-
tor of The College 
Place-Oregon, an 
organization that 
helps match students 
to scholarships, said 
scholarships provide 
several benefits to 
students. 

“First, there is 
the money, and anytime someone is giving 
you money to go to college, that is money 
that you don’t have to save, you don’t have 
to earn and you don’t have to pay back,” 
Satalino said.

“Second, there is that recogni-

Justin Schulze earned a master's degree in horticulture, and now works 
with the breeding program at Bailey Innovations. PHOTO COURTESY OF BAILEY

Bottom: Signe Danler was able to complete her education through the 
scholarship assistance. PHOTO COURTESY OF SIGNE DANLER
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• Shipping Materials
    - Pallet repair boards, shipping gates,
      tilt sticks.
• Custom Assembly
    - Shipping racks, bare root 
      crates and nursery pallets.
• Planting Stakes
    - Multiple sizes available
• Treated Lumber
    - Multiple sizes available

503-434-5525
1726 SW Highway 18, McMinnville, OR 97218 • www.dstakemill.com         

Lumber Products for All Nursery Needs

Do I need a Water Right for my pond?
A storage water right for a pond depends on its size, construction, and 
how and when its used.  Generally, constructed ponds storing water for 
the irrigation season will require a permit. CwM can help you assess if 
one is needed. Call us today to discuss your pond!  

Water Rights

To learn more, call the water rights experts at CwM-H2O 
(503) 954-1326 www.CwMH2O.com
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Bob Long, RG, LHG, CWRE
Principal Consultant

tion. It gives you bragging rights and it 
makes you feel good that someone who 
is not related to you has recognized your 
value and your work, and that can be 
huge,” she said.

“And some scholarships, like the 
Ford Family Foundation, also have aca-
demic coaches and life coaches, and they 
do leadership conferences for the students 
that they are funding,” she said. “So, there 
can be a lot of other benefits.”

“But anything that keeps you from bor-
rowing student loans is a fantastic thing,” 
Satalino said. “I think it is really important 
for every student to look for scholarships.”

Oregon is unique in that the state has 
a sort of clearing house for college scholar-
ship applications. The Office of Student 
Access and Completion works to allow stu-
dents to fill out one form that will enable 
them to apply for up to 40 scholarships.

“Most students won’t find 40 that 
are relevant to them,” Satalino said. “But 
if you can find five good scholarships to 
apply for on OSAC, that is great.”

Applying through OSAC also is a good 
primer for applying for other scholarships,” 
Satalino said. “After you get through that, 
everything else seems a lot easier.”

Also, a simple Google search for schol-
arships can bring up some viable options.

“I would just pull up the Google 
search engine and type in horticulture 
scholarships and open anything that 
catches my eye,” she said.

The framework of the future
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For information on Waterdance products, 
greenhouse and nursery containers, 

soil, poly film, stakes, or our line of 
shipping racks, call Courtney Lewis-Borts 

at 503-951-3929 or email 
courtney.lewis@trlcompany.com

From cactus to liners to rose pots, T&R Company carries 
the entire line of Waterdance square containers.

It IS Hip to Be Square

w w w.t r l c o m p a ny. c o m

Typically, the most lucrative scholar-
ships available to students come directly 
from a college or university.

“There are some really generous 
private scholarships out there,” she said, 
“especially here in Oregon. But they are 

the outlier. Usually, you are going to get 
a lot of funding directly from the college 
or university. So, it really makes sense 
for students to check out the scholarships 
available to them at the institutions they 
are interested in, and to know the applica-

tion process and know the deadline.”
“Then you want to start looking at 

local scholarships,” she said.
Specialty scholarships provided by 

organizations like the OAN can be valuable, 
in part because application pools are smaller 
than general scholarships, which narrows 
the competition for the scholarships.

Variety of qualifications
Scholarships have a variety of quali-

fications, Satalino said. Some are merit 
based, some need based. Some require high 
grade point averages. Some, like the Ford 
Family Foundation scholarships, don’t.

“The thing about scholarships is that 
their criteria vary by who is donating 
money,” Satalino said. “Kenneth Ford, 
who founded Roseburg Lumber Products, 
was not the valedictorian of his graduat-
ing class, and he wasn’t the lowest 

Previous page: Justin Schulze monitors new 
growth. PHOTO COURTESY OF BAILEY

Top: Anne Marie Richards stands near heavy 
duty equiptment at Motz & Son Nursery.
PHOTO COURTESY OF MOTZ & SON NURSERY
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scoring student. He was just in the middle. 
So, when he set up the scholarship pro-
gram, it wasn’t for overachievers or under-
achievers, it was just for good solid kids 
who are going to grow up and become 
leaders in their community.”

Scholarships available through the 
Oregon Nursery Foundation have several 
different criteria, according to Stephanie 
Weihrauch, director of finance and admin-
istration for OAN, with one constant.

“Our goal is to provide scholarships 
for those who are going into the nursery 
industry,” she said. “So, you have to be 
in a field related to horticulture. We have 
some in landscape design. We have some 
students majoring in business who are 
children of OAN members and plan to 
take over the family business. They qualify 
as well.”

The foundation typically fields 
around 30 applicants, she said. Last year, 
27 applied.

“These and other scholarships avail-
able to students interested in our indus-
try are extremely important resources,” 
Weihrauch said. “We in this industry want 
to nurture this interest in horticulture and 
nursery management and want to help 
them to be able to get that education.”

People interested in donating to 
the scholarship program at the Oregon 
Nursery Foundation, can go to  
www.oan.org/page/onfdonate.

More information on The College 
Place-Oregon can be obtained by going 
to www.ecmc.org/students/tcp-oregon.html. 
Satalino can be reached at  
jsatalino@ecmc.org. 

Mitch Lies is a freelance writer covering agri-
cultural issues based in Salem Oregon. He 
can be reached at Mitchlies@comcast.net.
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