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Adapt, overcome 
and go live!
Oregon nurseries have become well 

versed in the art of adversity. 
Out of sheer necessity, we have mastered the abil-

ity to adapt quickly to whatever may come at us. 
Winter can be a very erratic time for nursery 

growers in Oregon. Weather patterns can go from zero to 
60 in the blink of an eye. Just a few weeks ago, we went from mild temperatures and clear 
skies to high winds and several inches of rain. This in turn caused flooding and power out-
ages throughout our area over the course of a few days. 

In the days following the storm, you would have thought spring had arrived with an 
onset of clear, sunny weather.

We growers have learned to expect sudden changes. Many of us depend on somewhat 
decent weather in the colder months to be able to dig and harvest the year’s crop. Sometimes, 
that means working double time for days or weeks at a time to get the job done while the 
rain holds off. Other times, it means retreating to the shop to catch up on much-needed 
maintenance and rest until the next break in weather arrives.

When COVID-19 threatened to shut us down in the spring, our growers had to re-
evaluate their entire operations from seed to sale. Those growers that adapted and pressed on 
seemed to weather the storm quite well, with many operations having banner years.

The pandemic has necessitated many changes in the way we interact with each 
other. The idea of gathering thousands of people at an industry trade show used to be 
part of our regular routine, with some of us attending several national events each year. 
Trade shows and networking events are a big part of what we do as an industry, and 
many of our national and regional trade groups rely on these events to fuel their asso-
ciations and build relationships among growers, suppliers, and buyers. 

So how do we press forward with the inability to physically gather with our custom-
ers from across the country? We’ve got to either get better at using the tools we have, or 
get new tools for the toolbox. The new Nursery Guide LIVE enables us to do both.

The OAN’s Nursery Guide has been a staple tool for our industry for many years. 
I’ve often heard it referred to as the “phone book” of plants — you can find what you 
need quickly. 

The need for an online version of our phone book came, and Oregon nurseries 
adapted by creating NurseryGuide.com. It soon became the go-to place for all your plant 
sourcing needs, right in the palm of your hand.

Nursery Guide LIVE is the next logical step in that evolution.
Our growers produce some of the best quality product in the country, and Nursery 

Guide LIVE will bring them to the forefront. This game-changing platform will connect 
the B2B needs of both buyer and seller with a dynamic online sales platform designed 
to showcase thousands of plants, products and services to satisfy buyers needs for the 
upcoming spring season.

The platform also provides live video chat opportunities, similar to a Zoom chat, built 
into every booth, so multiple people can connect “face to face” with customers and friends. 

I urge you to go to www.NurseryGuideLIVE.com right now to see videos highlighting the 
many features of the show. It’s all designed so exhibitors and attendees can easily make per-
sonal connections, place orders and secure product for the season.

As we continue to adjust to our new way of operating, the OAN and its members will 
continue to adapt to meet the needs of our customers. I 
believe Nursery Guide LIVE will be a great tool to help us 
accomplish that. 

Kyle Fessler
OAN PRESIDENT
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2020–2021 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 Kyle Fessler Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.
 PRESIDENT 13009 McKee School Road N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  sales@woodburnnursery.com
  503-634-2231
  FAX 503-634-2238

 Josh Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 PRESIDENT-ELECT P.O. Box 100

  Amity, OR 97101
  josh@robinsonnursery.com 
  877-855-8733
  FAX 503-835-3004

 Todd Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 VICE PRESIDENT 17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  info@bountifulfarms.com  
  503-981-7494

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 PAST-PRESIDENT 138 NE 22nd Ave.

  Canby, OR 97013
  simnittnsy@canby.com

  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Wes Bailey Smith Gardens Inc.
 TREASURER 23150 Boones Ferry Road N.E.

  Aurora, OR 97002
  wes.bailey@smithgardens.com 
  503-678-5373

 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 SECRETARY 29490 S, Jackson Road
  Canby, OR 97013
  amandastaehely@gmail.com  
  503-810-2598

 Ben Verhoeven Peoria Gardens Inc.
 MEMBER AT LARGE 32355 Peoria Rd SW
  Albany, OR 97321
  benv@peoriagardens.com    
  541-753-8519

____________

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 Tom Brewer HC Companies Inc. ProCal
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER  tbrewer@hc-companies.com   
  503-686-8448 

 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER afarley@countrysidenursery.com
  503-678-0511

 Ron Kinney Monrovia
 CONTAINER GROWER rkinney@monrovia.com  
  503-868-7941

 Joe Dula Moana Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER joed@moananursery.com  
  503-266-8170

 Jesse Nelson Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER jnelson@hansnelson.com  
  503-663-3348 

 Chris Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER  chris@robinsonnursery.com   
  877-855-8733

 Jay Sanders KG Farms Inc.
 FIELD / B&B GROWER jsanders@kgfarmsinc.com  
  503-678-3245

 Lorne Blackman Walla Walla Nursery Co. Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  lblackman@wallawallanursery.com 
  509-522-9855

 Tyler Meskers Oregon Flowers Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  tyler@oregonflowers.com  
  503-678-2580

 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 RETAIL gary@landsystemsnursery.com 
  541-382-7646


