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The greatest 
benefit of all
We often hear the phrase, 

“Membership has its benefits.” 
When we invest in a membership organization 

or cause, we expect to see a financial or emotional 
return on that investment.

The Oregon Association of Nurseries (OAN) offers 
several programs that directly impact your bottom line, with a prime example being our 
health and dental insurance programs. They can offer substantial savings over what you 
find elsewhere in the marketplace. Trucks to Trade Shows has been a great way to save 
money shipping our quality Oregon nursery stock to shows across the country. These 
benefits — along with the everyday savings offered to members through our credit card 
processing, bulk/cardlock fuel, and office supply discounts — bring great value to all 
members, large and small.

The association also brings us exposure to the national marketplace. The Farwest 
Show and Nursery Guide do a fantastic job of promoting our quality growers and prod-
ucts to the world. These are great tools for bring together buyers and sellers. 

But to me, the most important benefit the OAN delivers is the connection between 
members.

We recently held our annual convention, and this year, we had to do it online. This 
was a new experience for us. Of course, we conducted the association’s usual business, 
installing new officers and updating members on the financials. However, none of us 
will forget the first annual “Plant Wars”-themed virtual Happy Hour. We had members 
show up from all corners of the galaxy, dressed as their favorite Star Wars characters. 

It was a night filled with games, funny videos, lots of laughter, and as any good 
OAN party, lots of spirits.

This is the part of OAN mem-
bership that often goes overlooked. 
Some of the closest bonds with our 
own family were built through the 
OAN. Growing up in the industry, 
nearly every social gathering we had 
involved another grower or associate member. These end up being the people we turn to 
quite often, either for problem solving in our business, or just a night on the town. 

If you had asked me 20 years ago, I never would have imagined that a greenhouse 
salesman would be a groomsman on my wedding day. Now, I couldn’t imagine choos-
ing anyone else for that role.

I’ll never forget the flood of nursery friends that packed a high school gym on 
senior night to honor the daughter of one of our own. It was probably the largest, most 
raucous crowd this group of girls had played in front of all year. We would all do it 
again in a heartbeat.

Yes, membership has its benefits, but you also get out of membership what you put 
into it. 

I have gained so much from my involvement with the OAN, much of which has 
helped advance my professional abilities. More importantly, I’ve gained a group of 
friends I know I can turn to for anything. These relationships built over the years are 
something we will all be able to take with us long after our nursery careers are over. 

To me, that member benefit is worth every penny. 

Kyle Fessler
OAN PRESIDENT
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 Kyle Fessler Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.
 PRESIDENT 13009 McKee School Road N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  sales@woodburnnursery.com
  503-634-2231
  FAX 503-634-2238

 Josh Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 PRESIDENT-ELECT P.O. Box 100

  Amity, OR 97101
  josh@robinsonnursery.com 
  877-855-8733
  FAX 503-835-3004

 Todd Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 VICE PRESIDENT 17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  info@bountifulfarms.com  
  503-981-7494

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 PAST-PRESIDENT 138 NE 22nd Ave.

  Canby, OR 97013
  simnittnsy@canby.com

  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Wes Bailey Smith Gardens Inc.
 TREASURER 23150 Boones Ferry Road N.E.

  Aurora, OR 97002
  wes.bailey@smithgardens.com 
  503-678-5373

 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 SECRETARY 29490 S, Jackson Road
  Canby, OR 97013
  amandastaehely@gmail.com  
  503-810-2598

 Ben Verhoeven Peoria Gardens Inc.
 MEMBER AT LARGE 32355 Peoria Rd SW
  Albany, OR 97321
  benv@peoriagardens.com    
  541-753-8519

____________

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 Tom Brewer HC Companies Inc. ProCal
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER  tbrewer@hc-companies.com   
  503-686-8448 

 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER afarley@countrysidenursery.com
  503-678-0511

 Ron Kinney Monrovia
 CONTAINER GROWER rkinney@monrovia.com  
  503-868-7941

 Joe Dula Moana Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER joed@moananursery.com  
  503-266-8170

 Jesse Nelson Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER jnelson@hansnelson.com  
  503-663-3348 

 Chris Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER  chris@robinsonnursery.com   
  877-855-8733

 Jay Sanders KG Farms Inc.
 FIELD / B&B GROWER jsanders@kgfarmsinc.com  
  503-678-3245

 Lorne Blackman Walla Walla Nursery Co. Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  lblackman@wallawallanursery.com 
  509-522-9855

 Tyler Meskers Oregon Flowers Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  tyler@oregonflowers.com  
  503-678-2580

 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 RETAIL gary@landsystemsnursery.com 
  541-382-7646

But to me, the most important 

connection the OAN creates is the 

connection between members.


