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LET THE SAVINGS 
SOAK IN
Energy upgrades to irrigation systems and equipment can 
yield more than energy savings. They can earn rebates and 
cash incentives from Energy Trust of Oregon, too. 

Talk to your irrigation vendor, or visit  
www.energytrust.org/ag for more information. 

Serving customers of Portland General Electric, Pacific Power,  
NW Natural, Cascade Natural Gas and Avista. 

+

H9 Tree Digger UL 142 Fuel Tanks Dripline Hose Reel 

10590 Donald Road NE Donald Oregon 97020    503-678-5525 
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Meets all OSHA 
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Protecting you, 
your business
and your 
employees

Leonard Adams 
Insurance 

Randy Skinner or Kristi Charlton
Leonard Adams Insurance

503-296-0077 or toll free 866-907-1850 
randys@lacoinsurance.com
kristic@lacoinsurance.com

Employee Benefits

• Medical

• Vision

• Dental

• Life & Disability

Personal

• Auto

• Home

• Life

Agribusiness  
Coverage

• Property & Casualty

• General Liability

• Workers Comp

• Farm

Exclusive OAN member program for 
 medical and dental

To receive information and a free quote, contact:

www.lacoinsurance.com
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Protecting and 
promoting growers
For those of you whom I haven’t 

had the pleasure of meeting, my 

name is Kyle Fessler. 
I am grateful to be able to serve the members of 

the Oregon Association of Nurseries (OAN) as presi-
dent for 2021. My wife Mollie and I have been married 
for 11 years, and together we have five beautiful chil-
dren: Elizabeth, Henry, Claire, Susannah and Frankie.

I consider myself one of the fortunate few that had the 
opportunity to be raised in a nursery family. Most of my early years were spent playing in a 
pile of dirt or gravel in our back yard, usually with a new greenhouse or can yard being built 
in the background. 

Our family farm, Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc., had humble beginnings, starting 
with a 25-by-96-foot greenhouse behind my grandparents’ house more than 50 years ago. 
It seemed like every year there were new structures going up all around the nursery, and my 
siblings and I had a front-row seat to all the action. We grew up right along with the opera-
tion, and it’s amazing to see how far we’ve come as adults and as a business.

As is true on many of your operations, none of the achievements we’ve had would be 
possible without the hard work and dedication of family members and loyal employees. I see 
the same attitude when it comes to the OAN and its members. 

The OAN has been a big part of my life for a long time. My father, Tom, was presi-
dent of the association 25 years ago. The two biggest weeks of the year for us kids were the 
Farwest Show and the OAN Convention (which also doubled as our annual family vacation). 
I often heard the tales of Clayton Hannon and all the good he and his staff were doing for us 
and our nursery friends. 

I see the same dedication today from director Jeff Stone and his staff. I’ve seen first-hand 
the sacrifices they have made during these difficult times, and I am beyond grateful to have 
them working on our side.

In 2013, my father encouraged me to get involved with the OAN. I had the opportunity 
to join the Willamette Chapter board, where I met many members (most of whom were not 
even growers) that wanted to see the industry succeed. It was a fantastic way to get to know 
other growers and the associate members that support us.

2015 launched me into a new role within the association. I attended my first 
Government Relations Committee meeting, and soon became a regular attendee. It seemed 
like every meeting introduced another piece of harmful legislation aimed at our industry. 

It was hard not to come home depressed. It took some time, but I came to realize that 
the fight was worth having, and that our nursery folks are the masters of battling adversity. 
Our members stepped up and empowered themselves to be their own best advocates. We 
have made a name for ourselves at the Capital, and have made significant progress for our 

industry because of these efforts.
Many of your families are just like mine, 

having poured their lives and resources into 
building their businesses for generational suc-
cess. My mission in the coming year is to con-
tinue the push for active member engagement, 
and to do everything we can to protect and 
promote the success of our members and the 
generations of growers to come.

From my nursery family to yours, I wish 
you the best of success for 2021. 

Kyle Fessler
OAN PRESIDENT

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

2020–2021 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 Kyle Fessler Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.
 PRESIDENT 13009 McKee School Road N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  sales@woodburnnursery.com
  503-634-2231
  FAX 503-634-2238

 Josh Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 PRESIDENT-ELECT P.O. Box 100

  Amity, OR 97101
  josh@robinsonnursery.com 
  877-855-8733
  FAX 503-835-3004

 Vacant 
 VICE PRESIDENT 

 Todd Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 TREASURER 17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  info@bountifulfarms.com  
  503-981-7494

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 PAST-PRESIDENT 138 NE 22nd Ave.

  Canby, OR 97013
  simnittnsy@canby.com

  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Wes Bailey Smith Gardens Inc.
 SECRETARY 23150 Boones Ferry Road N.E.

  Aurora, OR 97002
  wes.bailey@smithgardens.com 
  503-678-5373

 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 MEMBER AT LARGE 29490 S, Jackson Road
  Canby, OR 97013
  amandastaehely@gmail.com  
  503-810-2598

____________

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 Tom Brewer HC Companies Inc. ProCal
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER  tbrewer@hc-companies.com   
  503-686-8448 

 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER afarley@countrysidenursery.com
  503-678-0511

 Ron Kinney Monrovia
 CONTAINER GROWER rkinney@monrovia.com  
  503-868-7941

 Joe Dula Moana Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER joed@moananursery.com  
  503-266-8170

 Jesse Nelson Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER jnelson@hansnelson.com  
  503-663-3348 

 Chris Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER  chris@robinsonnursery.com   
  877-855-8733

 Jay Sanders KG Farms Inc.
 FIELD / B&B GROWER jsanders@kgfarmsinc.com  
  503-678-3245

 Lorne Blackman Walla Walla Nursery Co. Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  lblackman@wallawallanursery.com 
  509-522-9855

 Ben Verhoeven Peoria Gardens Inc.
 GREENHOUSE benv@peoriagardens.com    
  541-753-8519

 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 RETAIL gary@landsystemsnursery.com 
  541-382-7646
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DECEMBER 4–5
OAN CONVENTION
The 2020 OAN Convention will be held online this year with the theme of “Plant Wars.” On Friday, 
pour your favorite drink and join us at 4 p.m. for an online happy hour gathering of friends and 
nursery colleagues. On Saturday, December 5, the four-hour Annual Meeting will start at 10 a.m., and 
will include the swearing-in of incoming OAN President Kyle Fessler and his board for 2021. It will be 
a great time for green industry professionals (and little green friends) to tell heroic tales of action and 
advocacy, character and friendship, from across the galaxy! A feature keynote address by retiring U.S. 
Rep. Greg Walden (R-Oregon) will follow. Register at www.oan.org/convention. 

Calendar
Get the word out about your event! Email details to calendar@oan.org 
by the 10th day of the month to be included in the next issue of Digger. 

DEC

DECEMBER 2
FIRST AID AND CPR CLASSES
The OAN Safety and Insurance Committee 
presents First Aid and CPR classes as a service 
to members and the industry. Successful 
completion results in certification that is good 
for two years. December's class runs from 
9 a.m.–2 p.m. at the OAN offices, 29751 SW 
Town Center Loop West, Wilsonville,  Oregon. 
The class will be in English. Seating is limited 
due to COVID-19 social distancing protocols. 
The cost is $45 per person for those renewing 
their certification (two years) and for those 
taking the class for the first time. Register 
and pay at www.oan.org/cprclass, or call Zen 
Landis, 503-582-2011.

DECEMBER 4
MARION SWCD — WATER RIGHTS Q&A
Marion County Soil and Water Conservation 
District (SWCD) has made their First Friday 
informational events virtual until April 
2021. Experts will discuss conservation, 
new projects and more for attendees. Laura 
Schroeder, water law attorney for Schroeder 
Law Offices will host a free question and 
answer session 9–10 a.m. via Zoom. Register 
online through tinyurl.com/yxl4e2ye.

DECEMBER 7–9
NW HORT EXPO
The NW Hort Expo and Washington State 
Fruit Tree Association will host a virtual 
platform of their show. Companies will be 
showcasing their innovative solutions for 
the production, storage, packaging, shipping, 
and automation tools for fruit trees.  Visit 
nwhortexpo.com for further details. 

DECEMBER 8–10
FIRA
The Global Organization for Agricultural 
Robotics (GOFAR) non-profit association 
will present the International Forum for 
Agricultural Robotics (FIRA) virtual event over 
two days. Agricultural robotics experts from 
around the world will share their knowledge, 
innovations and experiences collaborating 
with growing business. The organization 
promotes the agricultural robotics sector at 
international level and provides informative 
opportunities for companies to partner and 
develop projects in agricultural robotics. Visit 
www.fira-agtech.com to learn more. 

DECEMBER 9
TECHNOLOGY IN AGRICULTURE  
TRADE SHOW
The World Trade Center Palm Beach will host 
Technology in Agriculture virtual trade show. 
The show will connect American, Mexican, 
and other Latin American markets to share 

new products, equipment, services, and 
technologies in one virtual trade show. Visit 
www.wtcpalmbeach.com/agriculture to learn 
more about registration and fees, or call Keila 
Molina at 561-969-2229.

JANUARY 4–5, 2021
NORTHWEST INSECT MANAGEMENT 
VIRTUAL CONFERENCE
80th Annual Pacific Northwest Insect 
Management Virtual Conference will be 
held 8 a.m.–12:30 p.m. over two days. The 
conference will include presentations, 
posters, and formal discussions about insect 
and arthropod pest research in field, row, 
vegetable, seed, small fruit, and other crop 
production. There will be nine sections of 
reports about biological controls, IPM, info-
chemicals, and more. The deadline to submit 
a presentation is December 1. Visit agsci.
oregonstate.edu for details. The cost is $30 
(students attend for free) and no pesticide 
license recertification credits will be available. 
Register online at agsci.oregonstate.edu.

JANUARY 6–8, 2021
MANTS.COM BUSINESS HUB
The new MANTS.com Business Hub was devel-
oped to offset the cancellation of the in-person 

Mid-Atlantic Nursery Trade Show due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. It is a searchable direc-
tory that will help green industry professionals 
make business connections. The hub utilizes 
intelligent matching to connect exhibitors and 
buyers based on selected categories of interest. 
It will also feature live video meetings, exhibitor 
profiles, live demonstrations, and drop-in hours. 
Attendee registration runs through January 8, 
2021 and the cost to participate is $10 per person. 
All registered attendees will have access to the 
Business Hub for 90 days following the event. 
Visit MANTS.com for additional show details.

FEBRUARY 17–18, 2021
NURSERY GUIDE LIVE
One of the most comprehensive buyers’ guides 
in the green industry is expanding to host a 
LIVE online marketplace for the best plants, 
products and services this spring. Hundreds of 
growers, retailers and suppliers will be available 
to answer your questions and make a deal on 
the orders for next season. Join a real-time 
video chat or product demonstration available 
to attendees and exhibitors. This event for 
greenhouse and nursery businesses is unlike 
anything you’ve ever seen before. Contact Allan 
Niemi for exhibit booth details at 503-582-2005 
or aniemi@oan.org. 
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Northwest News
OAN members and chapters are encouraged to send in relevant news items, such as new hires, 
new products, acquisitions, honors received and past or upcoming events. Email news@oan.org.

OAN staff return to 
full-time hours

In early June, the Oregon 
Association of Nurseries 
(OAN) was forced to cut 
back its operating hours 
and professional staff due to 
the cancellation of the 2020 
Farwest Show. Along with 
donations from members, a 
recent debt repayment has 
allowed the remaining seven 
staff members to return to 
full-time status. The OAN has 
yet to raise the total amount 
needed to complete the sup-
port campaign.

“Thank you to everyone 
who generously donated to 
keep the OAN above water 
during these tough times,” 
OAN President Jim Simmnit of 
Simnitt Nursery said. “As you 
can see, this is your money at 
work. Getting the staff back to 
40 hours a week is an impor-
tant milestone, but more needs 
to be done so they can contin-
ue working hard to serve and 
defend the nursery industry.”

The OAN campaign has 
raised 87% of its $250,000 
target. Donations can be made 
online at www.oan.org/donate. 

“If we don’t step up, we 
will be the ones who are hurt 
when the association is called 
upon to protect and advocate 
for us,” Pete Brentano, an 
owner of Brentano’s Tree 
Farm and past president of 
OAN, said. “We are almost 
there, and we need to finish 
the job. If you can dig in and 
join the many others who 
have contributed, we can go 
into 2021 strong and whole.”

Employees continue to 
work largely at home due 
to the pandemic. The office 
is locked, but staff can be 
reached at 503-682-5089 or 
info@oan.org during regular 
business hours. Members 
may also call or text OAN 
Executive Director Jeff Stone 
at 971-235-3868, or email him 
at jstone@oan.org.

can to help the state optimize the amazing natural 
resources and climate we have so that we may 
realize all of our potential,” Zielinski said. “I think 
that my experience within the nursery industry, 
especially through involvement in the OAN, and 

my exposure to a wide vari-
ety of crops in the Willamette 
Valley gives me unique per-
spective that should prove 
valuable on the board. I also 
look forward to learning 
more about the Department 
of Ag, other sectors of agri-
culture, and other geographic 
regions of the state.”

Miller co-chairs the 
Oregon Wine Council and 
also has a nursery connec-
tion — she serves on the cor-
porate board of Fall Creek 
Farm and Nursery Inc. in 
Lowell, Oregon.

Overall, the board 
includes seven members representing different 
segments of farming or ranching, plus two mem-
bers representing consumers, and the chair of the 
state Soil and Water Conservation Commission 
(Barbara Boyer). The director of ODA (Taylor) 
and the dean of the College of Agricultural 
Sciences at Oregon State University (Alan Sams) 
serve as nonvoting members.

Zielinski was appointed at the urging of the 
OAN Board of Directors. He will replace Pete 
Brentano, an owner at Brentano’s Tree Farm LLC 
in St. Paul, Oregon, who completed his second 
four-year term. Like Zielinski, Brentano is a past 
president of the OAN. 

“Josh will do an outstanding job representing 
nurseries, which are Oregon’s largest agricultural 
sector,” current OAN President Jim Simnitt of 
Simnitt Nursery said. “He will bring a broad, 
balanced and inclusive perspective, with his experi-
ence not just in nurseries but a variety of agricul-
tural sectors.”

Other OAN past presidents who previ-

More COVID-19 coverage online
Further updates on how the COVID-19 virus is impacting the greenhouse and nursery 
industry is online at www.diggermagazine.com/category/coronavirus. We are 
reporting on the most current information as of press time, but please check online for 
the most up-to-date information.

ZIELINSKI APPOINTED TO OREGON 
STATE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE

Josh Zielinski, who served as president of the 
Oregon Association of Nurseries in 2018, has been 
appointed to a four-year term on the Oregon State 
Board of Agriculture.

The 10-member 
board advises the Oregon 
Department of Agriculture 
on policy issues, develops rec-
ommendations on key agri-
cultural issues, and provides 
advocacy of the state’s agri-
culture industry in general. 

Zielinski is a manager 
and owner at Alpha Nursery 
Inc. in Salem, Oregon. Also 
involved in running the fam-
ily business are his brother 
Scott, and their parents, Doug 
and Jamie. Their business is 
highly diversified. In addition 
to nursery crops, they grow 
grass seed, specialty seeds, vegetable row crops, 
hops and hazelnuts.

Also newly appointed to the board was Elin 
Miller, who owns Umpqua Vineyards with her 
husband, Bill. They also farm hazelnuts. 

“Elin and Josh will provide a global view of 
Oregon agriculture and leadership to the Board of 
Agriculture,” ODA Director Alexis Taylor said. 
“Their unique experience and interests will play a 
critical role in addressing the state’s most pressing 
agricultural issues and challenges.”

A native of Oregon, Zielinski grew up work-
ing on his family’s farm. After attending college in 
southern California and studying a year abroad 
in Argentina, he returned home to join the fam-
ily business. Zielinski serves on the Chemeketa 
Community College Horticultural Advisory 
Committee. He enjoys camping, hiking and gar-
dening with his wife Kattie, who works in the 
wine industry.

“I believe Oregon’s diverse agriculture sector 
is more relevant than ever and I want to do what I 
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ously served on the state ag board include 
Rod Park (Park’s Nursery), Clint Smith 
(Four Mile Nursery LLC), and Tom 
Fessler (Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas 
Inc.). All chaired the board at some point 
in their tenure.

Zielinski’s first meeting with the state ag 
board will be on December 1.

DISASTER LOANS AVAILABLE 
FOR SOME NURSERIES

Nurseries in Baker, Grant, Harney, and 
Malheur counties are eligible for the Small 
Business Administration (SBA) economic 
injury disaster loans (EIDL) due to the dec-
laration of a drought since August 11, 2020, 
according to a release from the agency. The 
deadline to apply is June 15, 2021.

Certain businesses are eligible for a 
maximum loan of $2 million, based on the 
financial obligations and operating expenses 
that could have been met had the disaster 
not occurred. The loans have a maximum 
interest rate of 4% for businesses and 
2.75% for non-profits, for up to a 30-year 
term. A factsheet is available to download 
with more details on loan eligibility restric-
tions, requirements, and application process 
at tinyurl.com/y6nle9al

GOVERNOR EXTENDS OR-OSHA 
RULES FOR WORKER HOUSING

Oregon Gov. Kate Brown issued an 
executive order to extend COVID-19-
related distancing and sanitation require-
ments in farmworker housing through 
next April 30, 2021.

Executive Order 20-48 includes require-
ments related to physical distancing, sanita-
tion, and isolation in order to help mitigate 
the spread of COVID-19 amongst farm-
workers. It mirrors provisions of Oregon 
OSHA’s temporary COVID-19 rule for farm-
worker housing and transportation, which 
expired October 24. The order’s scheduled 
April 30 expiration allows Oregon OSHA 
more time to adopt permanent rules. 

Those in violation of the executive 
order, or Oregon OSHA’s guidance in con-
nection with it, can be subject to civil and 

criminal penalties under ORS 401.990 
and 431A.010. 

According to OAN Executive Director 
Jeff Stone, the executive order was issued 
with less than 24 hours’ notice. “We recog-
nize the need for safe farmworker housing, 
and we have been providing input on this 
policy area to Oregon OSHA on how to 
make it work,” he said. “To have this execu-
tive order dropped on us with little notice 
was a profound disappointment. When we 
saw they added criminal and civil penalties 
in the order, it was news to the ag commu-
nity and doesn’t make sense. Farmworker 
housing hasn’t been a source of identified 
outbreaks, and only 33 COVID-related 
violations have been attributed to Oregon 
farms, out of 12,000 workplace complaints 
received statewide.”

JRM LAUNCHES ORGANIC 
ROOTING COMPOUND

JRM has introduced a new organic root-
ing compound for all plants, flowers and 
ornamentals. E-Z Root ™ is an OMRI listed 
microbial product formulated to improve 
root initiation, root formation and growth 
on rooted and unrooted cuttings. It improves 
soil conditions for plant growth.

E-Z Root incorporates eight strains 
of active bacteria that contain only pure 
microbial cultures and improves soil 
conditions for plant growth. Additional 
organic inputs include kelp, brewer’s 
yeast, humic acid and bone meal. It can 
be used as a dip, drench in soils and as 
an additive in hydroponics.  E-Z Root ™ 
is available in 3 ounce and 8 ounce pack-
ages, as well 28 ounce and 7 pound pails. 

For more information, visit  
www.soilmoist.com or call 800-962-4010.

Announcements  
FALL CREEK TRANSITIONS 
LEADERSHIP POSITIONS

Oscar Verges has been promoted to 
co-CEO of Fall Creek Farm & Nursery Inc. 
and Amelie Brazelton Aust has been named 
executive vice chair of the board of direc-
tors, according to a release from the blue-

berry breeding company. Cort Brazelton 
will share the CEO role with Oscar, and 
Amelie will continue to work with them on 
the company strategy while streamlining the 
communication between the family share-
holders, external board members and Fall 
Creek employees.

Cort and Amelie assumed co-CEO posi-
tions in 2018 after their father and company 
co-founder Dave Brazelton retired. Oscar 
became president and COO, and has been 
with the company since 2016. Dave cur-
rently serves as the executive chair of the Fall 
Creek board.

Amelie will continue to work closely 
with Cort and Oscar as they work together 
to grow and develop the blueberry industry. 
She was recently appointed to the board for 
the Produce Marketing Association.

“This is a natural evolution,” Dave 
Brazelton said. “I see our leadership team 
continuously improving how we do things, 
and this is a shift for highest impact. In 
their years working together, I’ve seen 
Cort and Oscar have an extremely var-
ied and complementary skill set. That 
unique synergy is well-suited to this 
shared role and essential in serving our 
customers. Together, they can lead and 
grow the company as we continue our 
mission of Building a World with Better 
Blueberries™.”

For more information about Fall Creek, 
visit www.fallcreeknursery.com. 

MCHUTCHISON AND VAUGHAN'S 
NAME PEOPLE TO NEW ROLES

McHutchison and Vaughan’s 
Horticulture have made a series of organi-
zational changes to their leadership roles. 

Nathan Lamkey has been 
promoted to president of 
both McHutchison and 
Vaughan’s Horticulture. 
He previously served as vice 
president of sales and market-
ing for McHutchison since 2017, and 
has 20 years of industry experience from 
TERRA NOVA Nurseries, Inc., Shemin 
Landscape Supply, Ball Horticultural 
Company and PanAmerican Seed. He will 

Northwest News
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OUTSTANDING VALUE

EXPANDED 
ORNAMENTAL OFFERINGS
IMPECCABLE SERVICE
From Acers to Zelkova, and many varieties 
in between, we specialize in understock for 
flowering, fruiting and shade. 

Our customers come to us for our quality 
rootstock. They come back for our service 
and attention-to-detail. 

WillametteNurseries.com
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be based out of the Naperville, Illinois.
Mike Pezzillo has been 

appointed to the posi-
tion of vice president 
of the nursery division 
of McHutchison. He has 
worked for the company since 
1994 in various roles, including regional 
nursery manager, national nursery man-
ager and vice president of operations prior 
to his current role. He will be stationed at 
its New Jersey office.

A director of plant operations, 
senior brand manager, customer service 
manager, and vendor program manager 
have also been hired for the companies 
Six other people have been brought onto 
the sales team. For more details about 
McHutchison, please visit www.mchutchi-

son.com. Vaughan’s Horticulture informa-
tion is available at www.vaughans.com.

TERRA NOVA NURSERIES 
PROMOTES NEW MANAGERS

Rebecca Orr has been 
promoted to marketing 
manager at Terra Nova 
Nurseries. She will manage 
all of the company’s market-
ing activities and publications 
for new and existing plants. She will also 
provide marketing assistance to licensees, 
distributors, and grower-customers. 

Orr joined the company in May 2017. 
She will remain an account representative in 
the sales department and continue to serve 
as a trials manager for all new plants in trial 
gardens across America. She will also con-
tinue to serve on the licensing team.

Chris Park has been appointed as the 
research and development administration 
and contracts manager for the company. 
She was previously a shipping and logistics 

manager and will continue to 
support contracts and licens-
ing, royalty administration 
and photography. She has 
been with the company since 
November 2009. 

Park will help the nursery organize and 
automate research and development data 
collection, systems, and distribution. 

For more information about, visit 
www.terranovanurseries.com.

OREGON GARDEN FOUNDATION 
RECLAIMS MANAGEMENT ROLE

The Oregon Garden Foundation (OGF) 
has resumed management of the 80-acre 
Oregon Garden property after 12 years of 
outsourcing those responsibilities, according 
to a release from the foundation.

Moonstone Garden Management 

• Shipping Materials
    - Pallet repair boards, shipping gates,
      tilt sticks.
• Custom Assembly
    - Shipping racks, bare root 
      crates and nursery pallets.
• Planting Stakes
    - Multiple sizes available
• Treated Lumber
    - Multiple sizes available

503-434-5525
1726 SW Highway 18, McMinnville, OR 97218 • www.dstakemill.com         

Lumber Products for All Nursery Needs
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Northwest News

previously managed the garden under con-
tract. The California-based company default-
ed on its financial obligations to The Oregon 
Garden, and the agreement was terminated. 
The 103-room Oregon Garden Resort will 
remain in service as a separate enterprise, and 
the garden will continue to partner with the 
City of Silverton, which owns the land.

The foundation is prioritizing its plans 
to recover from the financial losses caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. Allison Pennell, 
development director of the OGF, is opti-
mistic about the change and expects it will 
serve as an opportunity to bring back many 
community events for their visitors, following 
health and safety guidelines.

The garden is a significant partner and 
regional tourist attraction for Marion County 
and the state at large. Visitors learn about 
Pacific Northwest ecology through the gar-
den’s educational programs and visit the area 
for seasonal celebrations and entertaining 
events. Locally, the City of Silverton cools its 
effluent water supply through the garden’s 
wetland ponds, dually supplying irrigation 
water for the operation’s plant life.

In Memoriam 
DIETER TROST
The Oregon Association of Nurseries 

(OAN) is saddened to report Dieter Helmut 
Trost died November 1, 2020. He was 85. 

Dieter’s German-born parents, Helmut 
and Emily Trost, moved to Medford, Oregon 
in 1945, and founded Southern Oregon 
Nursery. At the age of 20, he became co-
owner of the nursery, before taking the role 
of the owner in 1963. The family-owned-
and-operated garden center recently celebrat-
ed 75 years in business. 

A second-generation nurseryman, 
Dieter discovered the Trost Birch tree in 
1976, which has been entered into the U.S. 
National Arboretum. He was one of the 
founding members of the Northwest Nursery 
Buyers Association (NNBA), and he also 
served for a decade on the board of the 
Charlotte Water District. 

A private service was held for family 
members. Memorial contributions may be 
made to Dogs For Better Lives. 
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WHAT I'M HEARING

Mike Darcy
Head “plant nerd,” longtime speaker, host of 
gardening shows on radio and TV, and author 

of the In the Garden email newsletter.  
You can reach Mike, or subscribe to his 

newsletter, at itgmikedarcy@comcast.net.

A gardener’s optimism 
has no limits
RESILIENT IS A GOOD word to 

use to describe Diana and Colby 
Lamb. Resilience is defined as 

spirit, hardiness, toughness, strength, 
buoyancy, and resistance. 

On September 8 at 12:15 a.m., there 
was a banging on the door of their Gates, 
Oregon house. It was a Marion County 
sheriff’s deputy telling them that there had 
been a recent change in the wind of the 
Beachie Creek wildfire that was raging not 
too far away. They needed to leave imme-
diately for their safety. 

On the previous night, September 7, 
the winds were 50–75 miles per hour and 
the fire was growing at a rate of about 2.77 
acres per second. With the shifting winds, 
it looked as though the path of the fire was 
heading directly toward the Lamb property.

Diana said that upon hearing these 
words from the deputy, it was very dif-
ficult to decide what to take in such a 
short amount of time. Luckily, they had a 
trailer, which Colby hooked up. 

They quickly grabbed their meds, 
phones, computers and laptops, but very 
few personal things. No freezers full of 
meat, no fish from their pond, no pantry 
stuff, no food, no coats, no art objects and 
no records or handmade turntables from 
Colby’s shop. 

Diana laughed when she told me that 

just as they were leaving, she noticed two 
large ripe tomatoes on the windowsill and 
took them for bacon and tomato sand-
wiches! It is amazing how the mind some-
times works.

The road to Gates
In 1996, Diana and Colby began 

their Northwest Portland garden. It soon 
became a showplace and was on many 
garden tours, including The Hardy Plant 
Society of Oregon Study Weekend, Garden 
Conservancy, Metro Garden Tour, Rogerson 
Clematis Garden Inviting Vines Garden 
Tour and many other open garden events. 

Twenty years later, they sold the 
house and garden. The idea was to down-
size the garden for Diana, move from 
Portland to a smaller community, have 
land for a garden but also a shop so 
Colby could continue his metal and wood-
working hobby. 

The move to Gates gave the Lambs a 
fresh start. Their new property was out-
side of the town and had gardening poten-
tial, which was exciting for Diana. It had 
a fairly clean slate from which to start a 
new garden. Another bonus was that there 
was a well for their water source, both for 
drinking and for the plants. 

This new space was quite different 
when compared to their Portland garden, 

because now there were large Douglas fir 
trees surrounding the property and plants 
would have to be selected that would tol-
erate shade. 

The new home also had a shop where 
Colby, a machinist, could continue with 
his metal and woodwork. Colby is a 
professional craftsman. His metalwork 
sometimes consisted of making sundials, 
one of which is in the Rogerson Clematis 
Garden, as well as one in my own garden. 

The wildfire turned their lives upside 
down and changed everything. Their 
house and shop were a total loss. 

Currently, they have no power and 
there is no way to run the well. The prop-
erty is not a safe place because of hazard-
ous materials, and they are waiting for 
FEMA (Federal Emergency Management 
Agency) to assist in the waste removal and 
deem the property safe.

Both Diana and Colby stressed how 
very supportive the community has been — 
both the Portland gardening community and 
that of Gates and the surrounding area. 

Many fir trees are still standing 
throughout the destruction zone, but they 
are not safe and will need to be removed. 
Tree workers in the area are offering to 
work pro bono to help with this task. 

Portland gardening friends have 
offered Diana some plants. Although 
physically visiting the area is very depress-
ing, she sees hope in a new garden. Diana 
explains that it has been very odd the way 
the fire has affected plants. It sometimes 
appears as there was no logic to the way it 
ravaged the area. 
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A rhododendron in one area is 
burned to the ground, and in another area 
a large rhododendron seems unscathed. 
Roses have survived and new buds are 
swelling. There is great joy in some of 
the very simple things that happen in the 
garden. Seeing a green shoot appear from 
the base of a hydrangea can bring a tear 
to one’s eye.

Their new property had a very 
large working metal waterwheel, 25 feet 
in diameter, which had become a local 
landmark. It was located next to a creek 
and was turned by a gravity-fed pipe 
above the waterwheel. 

Colby painstakingly restored it, paint-
ed it barn red, and even decorated it with 
lights for Christmas. It was visible from 
the road and a favorite photo opportunity 
for many local photographers. 

Miraculously, the waterwheel survived 

BUILDERS OF QUALITY GREENHOUSES AND STRUCTURES
20357 Hwy 99 E * Aurora, OR 97002 * info@ovg.com * www.ovg.com

503-678-2700
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the fire. The only damage was a dent in an 
area where a large fir tree fell on it.

I commend the spirit of both Diana 
and Colby because the road ahead is not 
going to be easy. I’m sure there will be 
many difficult times. However, when I 
hear Diana talk about her new garden, 
which will have roses, hydrangeas, hel-
lebores, epimediums, rhododendrons 
and more, I see her mind is full of ideas 
regarding the creation of this new space. 
It will fulfill her goal of having a “garden 
for all seasons.” 

In the spirit of being not only resilient 
but optimistic, Diana has an order of lily 
bulbs due to arrive in the spring.

For me, the essence of this story is 
to validate once again that a gardener’s 
optimism has no limits. Considering this 
challenging year and everything that has 
changed, it is nice to know that gardens are 

still a source of comfort to many of us. 
Gardens continue to demonstrate to 

us that some things will go on and we can 
eagerly anticipate those occurrences. In 
fact, gardens may be the most optimistic 
things in our world and as such, they need 
to be nurtured and enjoyed. Joyful experi-
ences definitely incite optimism. 

Happy New Year! 

WHAT I'M HEARING
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A demand ‘renaissance’ for nurseries
Growers advise flexibility as they anticipate shortages, substitutions and sustained demand for 2021

BY CURT KIPP

IN 2020, NORTH AMERICAN nurseries experienced a roller-
coaster ride of escalating dread, stomach-churning twists and 
unexpected thrills.

There was uncertainty in the early spring due to COVID-related 
shutdowns in the U.S. and Canada, but nurseries were allowed to 
stay open, resulting in robust orders and shipments from spring into 
summer. With travel canceled and many white-collar employees 
working from home, more folks than usual found refuge in their 
backyard gardens, driving sustained demand for plants. 

The spring may have started off wobbly, but the summer 
had serious legs lasting into the fall. Many growers had to hustle 
to keep up.

“Everyone wanted everything at the same time,” said Debbie 
Lonnee, product development manager for Bailey Nurseries, dur-
ing a recent panel discussion. Bailey is a large and highly diversified 
grower of shrubs, trees, liners, seedlings and rootstocks based in 
St. Paul, Minnesota, with additional growing locations in Illinois, 
Washington state, and Oregon.

That leaves green industry businesses to ask — what’s com-
ing in 2021?

Shortages, substitutions and sustained demand
Lonnee and others took part in a recent online panel convened 

by the Nursery and Landscape Association Executives of North 
America (NLAE). Participants were bullish, saying they expect plant 
shortages, substitutions, higher prices and sustained demand for 

plants this coming spring, as consumers continue their newfound 
love affair with gardening.

Jeff Olsen serves as president and CEO of Brookdale Treeland 
Nurseries Limited, a major Canadian grower headquartered in 
Schomberg, Ontario, with growing locations from the Maritimes to 
British Columbia. He said the strong demand his nursery experienced 
in late spring and summer of 2020 has continued into Christmas tree 
season, where the company also has a strong market presence. 

Holiday orders are up 10–15% from a year ago. Olsen takes 
that as a positive sign for his nursery lines in the spring of 2021 
and beyond. 

“I’m so excited,” Olsen said. “I mean, I feel we’re in a real 
renaissance here. People are rediscovering their gardens. It’s such a 
wonderful thing for our business. So sad for so many businesses that 
are affected negatively in this pandemic, but certainly for garden-
ing and home improvement, I see it continuing at least the next 2–3 
years, at least into 2021.

Chris Scott severs as director of sales for Altman Specialty 
Plants, one of the nation’s largest growers with locations in 
California, Texas, Florida and Colorado. As others did, he saw an 
increase in business as the spring of 2021 went on.

“We saw a lot of gardeners come into the fold as a customer 
base,” he said.

Scott said it remains to be seen whether staycations, and work-
ing from home, will continue as trends in 2021, but he expects to 
increase production and sales overall. His company is just tak-
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A demand ‘renaissance’ for nurseries

ing a more conservative approach. 
“I think there’s still some uncertainty 

out in the marketplace next spring this year 
for us,” he said.

Making production adjustments
In an ideal world, wholesalers would 

be able to grow everything customers need 
in the size and format they want, ship every-
thing to where it’s needed, and sell through 
the entire crop. 

Of course, that doesn’t happen. One 
can’t know the market that far ahead. 
Growers must look at sales trends and make 
ongoing adjustments to production quanti-
ties. The longer the cycle of the crop, the 
more difficult this proves to be.

“When you’re a grower of woody mate-
rial, the difficult part is to make drastic pro-
duction increases that can take 2–3 years,” 
said Martin Hackney, a sales representative 

with Hackney Nursery Company, a large 
grower of woody plants and perennials 
based in Greensboro, Florida. “Really, the 
only the reaction we can do at this point is 
to try and find the largest liners we can and 
plant those when and where they’re avail-
able, just to fill the gaps of what’s being cre-
ated now.”

According to Lonnee, Bailey at this 
point in time can’t significantly adjust its 
quantity of plants coming out for shipment 
in 2021. “All those plants are ready,” she 
said. “They’re going to be overwintered, 
and will be shipped in the spring of ’21 or 
throughout the summer. We’re actually plan-
ning for beyond that.”

It’s similar for Woodburn Nursery & 
Azaleas Inc., based in Woodburn, Oregon, 
which is one of the largest growers of woody 
material in the state. According to Kyle 
Fessler, a grower with the company, most 
plant offerings are “years in the making.” 

“I would say that next year’s going to 
be very similar to this year,” he said. “We’re 
going to have a lot of sell through, and if we 
do run out of items, we’ll to be able to ship 
and sub with others.”

The company has been in a growth 
mode for the past two years, which has posi-
tioned it well to handle demand.

“We’ve been bringing on new product 
lines, and we’re really focusing on ramping 
up those product lines, if not for ’21 but for 
the next three years,” Fessler said. “We have 
seen more requests from unexpected custom-
ers for material, so I think it could be a really 
positive ’21.”

The true meaning of shortages
With the knowledge that woody mate-

rial takes years to bring to market, nursery 
buyers are already aware they may encoun-
ter shortages in 2021 — but what that 
means has to be carefully defined. It doesn’t 
necessarily mean you can’t get plants.

“I think often times people use the 
term ‘plant shortage’ and it’s associated 
with the term, ‘outage,’” Hackney said. 
“So when it’s said something is short on 
the market, it may just be short within the 
person’s perceived parameters of how they 
should buy it, what price it should be, the 

size it should be, based on what they’ve 
been able to purchase in the past. 

“I think that there have been and will 
continue to be varietal shortages and size 
shortages … but I do think there will be 
plants that are close substitutions to what 
they are looking for, with a different or simi-
lar plant with similar growth habit. Just as 
an example, a customer bade me looking for 
a 6-foot, 15-gallon Green Giant (arborvitae), 
and the only thing that’s on the market is a 
5½-foot plant. That’s just one of the things 
that the nursery industry’s going to have to 
deal with.”

According to Lonnee, 2021 bookings 
for Bailey are strong, and the company is 
doing its best to meet customer needs. She 
expects the market will be particularly tight 
for bare root trees, container crops, branded 
items, flowering shrubs and hedging.

“I guess all of you who are staying 
at home want to hedge off the neighbors 
so that you don’t see them anymore while 
you’re out in your backyard, enjoying your 
new gardens,” she said. “We think that peo-
ple are going to need to be flexible, maybe 
not only on varieties but sizes, and be open 
to what we call black pot varieties and non-
branded varieties, over branded varieties.”

Olsen said it’s often necessary to 
move customers “down the cycle” to a 
smaller and younger plant. “If you don’t 
have a 5-gallon arb, you move them to a 
3-gallon arb,” he said. 

According to Lonnee, the strong mar-
ket may create some new opportunities for 
retailers or smaller growers.

“Geographically there are some areas of 
this country that can make up some plants a 
little quicker than some of us that live in the 
cold North can,” she said. “And so whether 
it’s a bare root plant or a large hort liner or 
something like that, I think there are oppor-
tunities for that. I know a lot of retailers 
have become used to just-in-time shipping, 
turning their benches often and quickly, and 
bringing in more shipments, but maybe some 
of the mindset might have to change on 
that, whether it is potting up some of your 
own or just having some flexibility within 
different sizes or varieties. I think there are 
some opportunities out there to hopefully 

WHOLESALE GROWERS OF
Fruit, Flowering & Shade Trees

Deciduous Shrubs
Espalier Apple & Pear

Combination Fruit Trees
Dwarf Fruit Cherries on Gisela™

Frost Peach®

Mt. Vernon, WA
(360) 848-5151 Fax (360) 848-5959

biringernursery@msn.com
www.biringernursery.com
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cover the demand that’s out there and that 
everybody can be successful this spring with 
getting the plants that they need.”

While the time of COVID-19 has 
increased demand for plants, it has also 
increased production and shipping costs. 
Freight is more expensive, and growers have 
had to implement protocols to keep their 
workers safe and their production humming 
along. That, of course, costs money.

“We need to recapture that in our sell-
ing prices, so we’re pushing price increases as 
well,” Olsen said.

Loyalty matters
It’s a time when existing relationships 

with growers is going to be particularly 
important for plant buyers, whether they are 
retailers, landscapers or other.

It’s the first time I think in our history 
that we haven’t gone looking for new cus-
tomers in a large way, where we’ve looked 
to take on a new chain or something like 
that,” Olsen said. “It’s just we don’t have the 
inventory to do it. We’re just taking care of 
our current group of clients …. I think loy-
alty is so important in this industry.”

Fessler said the same.
“We always have an early order dead-

line, and then we do our allocations in the 
fall for the spring,” he said. “And the first 
thing we try to do is take care of our loyal 
customers. If you received so much of this 
variety last year, then we try to at least 
match that if possible, and so we take care 
of our loyal customers, and then see what’s 
available for new inquiries.”

The bottom line? Lonnee advised any-
one buying plants for spring of 2021 to get 
on the phone, if they haven’t already.

“It wouldn’t have been smart to 
wait for spring of ’21 to place an order 
for spring of ’21,” Lonnee said. “If you 
haven’t done it, I encourage you to make 
a phone call to your sales rep whether it’s 
our company or any of the other folks on 
the panel today.” 

Curt Kipp is the director of publications  
and communications at the Oregon 
Association of Nurseries, and the editor  
of Digger magazine.
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YOUR SUPPORT

TO THE OAN

  DIAMOND LEVEL* 
Alpha Nursery Inc.
Arrowhead Ornamentals LLC
Bailey Nurseries Inc.
Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
Brooks Tree Farm

Decorative Bark Products
Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
Iseli Nursery
Microplant Nurseries Inc.
Miles Nursery

*Diamond level: Companies that donated part or all of their 2020 Farwest Show booth costs AND paid supplemental dues. **Platinum level: Companies that donated part 
or all of their 2020 Farwest Show booth costs OR paid supplemental dues. ***Gold level: Companies that rolled their 2020 Farwest Show booth payments into 2021.

 PLATINUM LEVEL*** 
Advanced Vineyard Systems Inc.
Al's Garden & Home
Amethyst Hill Nursery / 
 Hydrangeas Plus®

Anderson Pots
Bartlett Tree Experts
Blooming Nursery Inc.
Blue Heron Farm
Brentano's Tree Farm LLC
Columbia Bank
Columbia Nursery LLC
CompuPlants
Corneliussen's Nursery
Dancing Oaks Nursery and Gardens
Don Marjama Nursery Co. Inc.
East Creek Nursery
Egan Gardens Inc.
Engel's Evergreens LLC
Ernst Nursery & Farms
Eshraghi Nursery
Evergreen Growers Supply LLC

F & B Farms & Nursery
Fairdale Nursery
Farmington Gardens
Fessler Nursery Co.
Fleming Nursery Sales Inc.
Garland Nursery
Gaston Nursery LLC dba Fisher Farms
Gold Family Farms Inc.
Harris Glen Farms LLC
Heritage Seedlings & Liners Inc.
Highland Meadow Nursery Inc.
Hochstein Nursery LLC
Iwasaki Bros. Inc.
Jaycee Newman Inc.
JB Instant Lawn Inc.
JR Frelich & Associates
Kelleygreen Nursery
KG Farms Inc.
Klupenger Nurseries Inc.
Kuenzi Turf & Nursery
Landsystems

Park's Nursery
Phillips' Soil Products Inc.
Smith Gardens Inc.
Van Essen Nursery Co.
Walla Walla Nursery Co. Inc.

Willamette Nurseries Inc.
Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.

Leonard Adams Insurance Inc.
Lowell Hall
Marion Ag Service Inc.
McKenzie River Nursery
McPheeters Turf Inc.
Miller Factors
Monrovia
Motz & Son Nursery
Mountain Valley Gardens LLC
N & M Herb Nursery Inc.
North American Plants Inc.
Northwest Farm Credit Services
Nursery Stock Market Inc., The
OAN - Emerald Empire Chapter
OAN - Willamette Chapter
OBC Northwest Inc.
Obersinner Nursery Inc.
OHP Inc.
Oregon Flowers Inc.
Oregon Pride Nurseries Inc.
Oregon Turf and Tree Farms

Pacific Nursery Inc.
Patterson Nursery Sales Inc.
Peoria Gardens Inc.
Pohlschneider Nursery
Portland Nursery
Powell Nursery Co.
Reardon Nursery Inc.
Rickel's Tree Farm
Robinson Nursery Inc.
Schiedel Nursery
Schiedler Family Nursery Inc.
Simnitt Nursery
Simplot Partners
Spring Creek Gardens Inc.
Swan Island Dahlias
Twin Springs Nursery
Valley Pacific Floral Inc.
Wilbur-Ellis Company
Windy Ridge Nursery
Yoshitomi Bros. Inc.
Youngblood Nursery Inc.

The amazing generosity of hundreds of green industry partners 
has already dug the Oregon Association of Nurseries (OAN) out of a debilitating rut. After reach-
ing a budget threshold, the remaining association staff are back to work full-time, and are putting 
together plans to serve members with new and marketable ideas for the coming year. Your dona-
tions have already made a positive impact on the OAN.

More assistance is needed to fully recover from the disruption of COVID-19, as we have yet to 
reach our fundrasing target. Please consider contributing to the only nonprofit association dedi-
cated to the success of Oregon's greenhouse and nursery industry. We are here to keep your 
businesses profitable in the face of uniformed policy changes, environmental challenges, restric-
tive business regulations, and more!

If we all chip in, we will keep the OAN healthy, vital, intact — and working for us.  Please log on 
to www.oan.org/donate to make a donation today.

To date,  
the OAN  
has raised 

$216,140  
towards its 
$250,000
target, or 87%. 
Help us close 
it out!

87%
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YOUR SUPPORT

TO THE OAN

THANK YOU TO OUR AMAZING CONTRIBUTORS

Donations can be made online at

www.oan.org/donate

GOLD LEVEL***
A & R Spada Farms LLC
A.D.R. Bulbs Inc.
Adapt8 / Solexx
Advanced Grower Solutions
Advanced Ornamentals Inc.
Ainong Plastics
All Season Plants LLC
American National Insurance 

Companies
A-ROO Company LLC
Asia Pacific Gardening Inc.
Ball Seed Company
Bamboo Depot
Barnel International Inc.
BASF Turf & Ornamentals
Bayer
Beaver Pumice LLC
Beaverlake Nursery
Bellpark Horticulture
Beneficial Insectary
Big John Mfg.
Biobest USA
BioSafe Systems LLC
BioWorks Inc.
Bizon Nursery Co.
Blue Mountain Nursery LLC
Blue Star Gas
Bobbex Inc.
Boring Hemp Company
Botanical Interests Inc.
Boxwood Unlimited
Briggs Nursery
Brim Tractor Company Inc.
Butler Box and Stake
C&J Nursery
Caledonian Tree Company - Air-Pot
Casa Flora Inc.
Cascade Meadows Nursery
Central Life Sciences
Champoeg Nursery Inc.
Cherry Creek Systems Inc.
Chicagoland Grows Inc.
Clifty View Nursery
CloudWave Organics
Continental Western Corporation
Dave Wilson Nursery
Dayton Bag & Burlap
DeWilde's Wholesale Nurseries Inc.
Dinsdale Nursery
Dip 'N Grow Inc.
Discount Nursery Supplies
Dow AgroSciences 
Drakes Crossing Nursery
Dramm Corp.
Durkin's Nursery
Dutchman Tree Spade
E.B. Stone & Son Inc.

Earth Science Products
Earthlight Technologies
East Jordan Plastics Inc.
EF Nursery Inc.
Ekstrom & Schmidt Nursery LLC
Ellis Products Inc., Mitchell
Emerald Coast Growers
Enlightened Decor
Evans Farms LLC
Everbearing Services
EVL Nursery Inc.
Ewing Irrigation and  

Landscape Supply
F & L Lumber Inc.
Florafinder LLC
GardenScape Nursery Inc.
Gardenware
Gempler's
GIE Media Inc.
GK Machine
GlassHut Greenhouses
Gowan USA LLC
Great Plant Picks
Greater Valley Nursery Ltd.
Greener Solutions International
Greenhouse Megastore
Griffin
Grower's Nursery Supply Inc.
GROWinBAG
Growtech Inc.
Haaga Sweeper/Bissell Commercial
Harnois Industries Inc.
HC Companies Inc.
Henri by Stonecasters LLC
HerkuPlast-Kubern GmbH
High Caliper Growing
HIP Labels LLC
Hopper Bros.
Hort Tech Systems LLC
Hortica, a brand of the Sentry 

Insurance Group
Howell Prairie Nursery Inc.
HPS Pipe & Supply
Hunt Collection Inc., The 
InstantHedge
Integrity Logistics
J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.
J.R. Simplot Company
JAVO USA Inc.
Jelitto Perennial Seeds
John Holmlund Nursery LLC
JRM Chemical Inc.
JRT Nurseries Inc. dba 

Meridian Young Plants 
KCK Farms LLC
Kellogg Garden Products
Kirk International Inc.

Kraemer's Nursery Inc.
Kropf Family Nursery
Laceleaf Maples LLC
Lane Forest Products Inc.
LaPorte & Associates Inc.
Le Primitif Galleries
Left Coast Logistics
Liner Source Inc.
LODA Enterprises Inc.
Loen Nursery Inc.
Macore Co. Inc.
Mainland Floral Distributors Ltd.
Marion Nursery
Marrone Bio Innovations
Martel's Nursery Inc.
MAS Labor H-2A
McConkey Co.
McHutchison LLC
Means Nursery Inc.
Mistletoe Carter Seeds
Mountain Shadow Nursery LLC
Mycorrhizal Applications
Nelson Irrigation Corporation
Netherland Bulb Company
New Christie Ventures
Nexus Corporation
NNBA
Northland Express Transport
Northwest Jeep Inc.
Northwoods Nursery Inc.
Nufarm Americas
Nursery Supplies Inc.
NurserySource
Nutrien Solutions
NYP Corp
Oregon Department of Agriculture
Oregon Garden, The
Oregon Landscape 

Contractors Board
Oregon State University
Oregon Valley Greenhouses
Orora Visual Horticulture 
Pace 49
Pacific Fibre Products Inc.
Pacific Plug & Liner Inc.
Palmer Creek Nursery LLC
Pape Machinery
Parker Davis Co.
PlantANT
Pottery Patch, The
Premier Tech Horticulture
Profile Products
Pro-Gro Mixes
Proven Winners
PureCrop1
Pursell Agri-Tech
Quietaire Corp.

RDO Equipment Co./Vermeer
Renee's Garden Seeds
Rexius
Riceland Foods Inc.
Rio Verde Plantas
Rissberger Nursery
RootMaker Products Company
Rose City Transportation
Rough Brothers Inc.
Royal Gold
Russell's Nursery Inc.
Ryan Creek Nursery Inc
SeaCoast Compost
Senninger Irrigation Inc
SePRO Corp.
Serendipity Nursery Inc.
Sester Farms Inc.
Sevenoaks Native Nursery LLC
Sidhu & Sons Nursery Ltd.
Skipper & Jordan Nursery Inc.
SNA Manufacturing LLC
Soul of the Party
Sound Horticulture
Spaargaren W.J. bv
Star Roses
Steffen's Conifer Nursery
Stuppy Inc.
Suncrest Nurseries
Sunset Western Garden 

Collection™ / Encore® Azalea
Supreme Perlite Co.
Surface Nursery Inc.
Sustane Natural Fertilizers Inc.
Swanson Bark & Wood 

Products Inc.
Syngenta Professional Solutions
T & L Cedar Lawn Furniture Inc.
T & R Company
Terra Nova Nurseries Inc.
Teufel Holly Farms
Teufel Products Company LLC
Tree Frog Nursery
Tree Town USA/Hines Growers Inc.
Trillium Gardens
TSW Nursery Sales Inc.
Van Belle Nursery Inc.
Van Zyverden Inc.
Verna Jean Nursery
wafla
Weeks Roses
Wellmaster Cart
Westcan Greenhouses
Western Pulp Products Company
WestHort
William Dillard Nursery Co.
Wurdinger Manufacturing Inc.
Zenport Industries
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Tough, tall and 
reliable

Honeylocust provides abundant shade, grows 

quickly and adapts well to extreme conditions 

BY TRACY ILENE MILLER

Acer (maple) and Quercus (oak) may monopolize spotlights on 
shade trees, but Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis (honeylocust) holds 
its own as a major crop and it’s an important addition to the catalog 
of reliable tall trees. 

Oregon nurseries grow more honeylocust than any other state in 
the U.S., providing 20% of the trees grown in the country — about 
$2.6 million in sales annually, according to the USDA. 

Although it was overplanted in the 1980s and 1990s (leading to 
certain issues with pests and diseases for some urban forest mono-
cultures), honeylocust makes a contribution today to maintaining a 
diverse mix of trees. It is still recognized by experts as a reliable per-
former, and has a dependable selection of varieties, including a new 
introduction by J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co. (Boring, Oregon) after 
years of trialing.

Attractive attributes
Overall, demand for honeylocust remains stable, consistent and 

strong, according to Rich Bailey, national sales manager of Schmidt. 
He views the Midwest as a hotspot for sales because of the tree’s har-
diness and adaptability. It has an ability to tolerate extreme cold and 
heat as well as highly acidic to highly alkaline situations.

“Honeylocust is a reliable plant that can tolerate a wide range 
of soil and moisture conditions,” said Marion Hageman of Robinson 
Nursery Inc. (Amity, Oregon). It thrives in drought and wet, plus 
it withstands pollution. It’s a popular choice in urban settings 
nationwide and in landscapes meant for fast-growing, larger trees. 
Honeylocust ranges from 35 to 70 feet tall and 20 to 50 feet wide.

“It is not a tree where you are going to find 20 in a yard,” said 
Tim Sester of Sester Farms Inc. (Gresham, Oregon). “You’re going 
to put one here and one there. They’re big. I’ve seen honeylocust 
used along driveways, and they have a lot of neat characteristics.” 

They have a unique scent. “It’s kind of like the name; it’s 
sweet,” Sester said. 

“Pretty much every area [of the U.S.] likes honeylocust,” said 
Tom Epler of EF Nursery Inc. (Forest Grove, Oregon). The grower 
sells honeylocust to markets from Denver westward. “In Denver, I’ve 
seen it in parking lots, and in Utah, it’s a good parking lot tree too.” 
With its large stature, honeylocust “covers an area to produce shade, 
keeping cars and parking lots cooler.”

Sales are strong for honeylocust, said Sester, because it provides 
an alternative to maple. “Sprinkle in some honeylocust, even where 

Full view and detail (below) of Street 
Keeper® (Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Draves’)
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For information on Waterdance products, 
greenhouse and nursery containers, 

soil, poly film, stakes, or our line of 
shipping racks, call Courtney Lewis-Borts 

at 503-951-3929 or email 
courtney.lewis@trlcompany.com

From cactus to liners to rose pots, T&R Company carries 
the entire line of Waterdance square containers.

It IS Hip to Be Square

w w w.t r l c o m p a ny. c o m

there is higher alkaline ground, and they do 
just great,” he said. 

“[At maturity], it is light and airy,” 
Epler said. “Great for parks and for streets, 
if you have the room.” 

There are pluses and minuses with the 
great number of small leaves. They potential-
ly can clog gutters if planted too close to the 
house, but the leaves, which turn yellow in 
fall before dropping, are of such fine texture, 
they almost evaporate in lawns and parking 
strips, requiring little raking. 

Honeylocust has a place in large land-
scape projects — at least 15 feet away from 
structures, 3 feet from fencing or pavement 
and 25 feet from overhead electric wires 
for tall trees, according to the USDA Forest 
Service “Tree Owner’s Manual.”

For the most part, Hageman said hon-
eylocust is used in commercial and highway 
projects, in parks and as street trees by 

municipalities. It’s rarer 
to be placed by home-
owners. “[It’s] a showy 
flower, and the fall color 
is yellow, rather than the 
preferred reds, oranges and 
purples,” he said. 

Production challenges
One of the main challenges of 

growing honeylocust successfully is pod 
gall midge (Dasineura gleditchiae), which 
feeds on emerging leaves in spring. Bailey 
explained that the presence of this insect can 
affect the aesthetic of the tree by destroying 
new growth and distorting the central leader 
and branches. Although the midge can be 
hard to detect, a combination of diligent 
field scouting and the application of appro-
priate sprays when needed keeps the trees 
clean, he said.

“Any nursery of any size on a spray 
program, they understand pod gall midge; 
it’s manageable,” Sester said.

All selections of honeylocust require 
frequent pruning in the first few years at the 
nursery to develop the branching structure 
the market desires, Hageman said.

“Timely, specific pruning practices 
ensure that sunlight will reach the lower 

Halka™ honeylocust (Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis 
‘Christie’) in summer, and fall color (right).
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branches for better limb formation and over-
all canopy structure — factors that aid in 
survivability,” Bailey said.

Epler adds that honeylocust requires 
a little more lime than other trees to grow 
to gets to the size for sale. “It will just take 
off, unless they have too alkaline or too 
acidic soil.”

To get a saleable tree with a 2-inch 
caliper takes about four years. Although the 
market is not there for very large sizes, Epler 
sells large trees ball and burlap, which can 
be a challenge. You must tie them just tight 
enough before they crack. It’s a balancing 
act. Tie the tarp too tight, and the branches 
will break. 

“But for the most part, they transplant 
well with limited losses if dug at the proper 
times of year,” Hageman said. “Due to 
their rapid rate of growth, honeylocust can 
quickly become an attractive addition to 
the landscape.”

Dependable varieties
Honeylocust cultivars are marked 

mostly by subtle distinctions. Skyline® hon-
eylocust (Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis 
‘Skycole’; Zone 4, 40–45 feet high by 25–35 
feet wide) receives top billing as the most 
popular, and all growers interviewed here 
produce it. 

“It is what I refer to as ‘grower friend-
ly,’ meaning a central leader can be estab-
lished and maintained,” Hageman said. “It 
has a strong rate of growth, and can obtain 
marketable sizes in a reasonable number of 
growing seasons.” 

“Skyline has a very nice texture, with 
golden fall color and a pyramidal shape,” 
Bailey said. “It is the most widely used, and 
a nice tree for its environmental tolerance, 
which is important.”

This variety has stood the test of time, 

having received its patent in 1957. Like all 
varieties listed here it is “inermis,” Latin 
for “unarmed,” for the spines that have 
been selected out (although some main-
stream sources still are unaware), and in 
most cases the seedpods as well. Skyline is 
more uniform than the next most asked-for, 
and grown, variety, Shademaster® honey-
locust (Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis 
‘Shademaster’; Zone 4; 45 feet high by 
25–35 feet wide).

‘Shademaster’ has a more open form 
than Skyline, producing an upright vase 
shape with irregular, different branching, 
which landscape architects seem to like and 
ask for specifically. Epler started growing 
Skyline because of demand.

‘Shademaster’ has a vase shape that 
may not be as strongly upright as Street 
Keeper® (Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Draves’, PP 
21698; Zone 4; 45 feet high by 20 feet wide) 
or Northern Acclaim® (Gleditsia triacanthos 
var. inermis ‘Harve’; Zone 3b–6; 35–45 feet 
high by 30–35 feet wide), but it’s good for 
traffic clearance because it can be pruned up 
high, according to Bailey .

Street Keeper, developed by Schmidt, 
was discovered in a residential area of 
Darian, New York, and observed for more 
than 20 years before being introduced com-
mercially. It has become a desired street tree 
for its strongly upright, tight and columnar 
habit, and was bestowed Best Tree of the 
New Varieties Showcase at the Farwest show 
in 2011. It has a darker green leaf than other 
varieties and a good central leader, and is 

usually seedless. 
There may be subtle differences between 

Northern Acclaim and other honeylocust, 
but it being a zone hardier makes it a tree 
in demand, Sester said. Selected by Dale 
Herman at North Dakota State University, it 
has an upright shape similar to Skyline that 
gradually widens with age.

For a smaller, more compact variety, 
Imperial® honeylocust (Gleditsia triacanthos 
var. inermis ‘Impcole’; Zone; 30–35 high by 
30–35 wide) has a rounded crown, slower 
growth and denser branching that helps to 
resist storm damage, according to Bailey.
Epler considers it a good tree for eastern 
Oregon and areas like it because it thrives in 
dryer, warmer climates. And Sester said it is 
slower growing. 

Introductions of honeylocust are less 
common than other shade tree varieties. 
Honeylocust started getting serious atten-
tion from growers in the 1990s, when 
demand started to increase, and like Epler 
and Sester, growers often started with two 
or three varieties to begin, and have since 
expanded. Schmidt offers seven cultivars 
of honeylocust. 

“Over the last 20 years, we’ve only 
added three cultivars to the catalog, with our 
last introduction made in 1999,” Bailey said. 

That was Halka™ honeylocust 
(Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis 
‘Christie’; Zone 4, 40 feet high by 40 feet 
wide). Halka is notable for a rounded, 
symmetrical form and little branch drop. 
Its fast-growing trunk in early development 
results in a strong, heavy caliper at a young 
age. Then came Northern Acclaim in 2005, 
valued for its extreme hardiness, and Street 
Keeper in 2010, notable for its smaller and 
narrower stature.

Eleven years later, the 2020–2021 cata-
log debuts Northern Sentinel™ honeylocust 
(Gleditsia triacanthos ‘JFS GMorgenson1’; 
Zone 4; 45 feet high by 25 feet wide). It 
joins the Sentinel® family of upright, narrow 
or compact trees ideal for city streets. 

Skyline® honeylocust (Gleditsia triacanthos 
var. inermis ‘Skycole’) in summer and fall 
color (right)

Shademaster® honeylocust (Gleditsia 
triacanthos var. inermis ‘Shademaster’)

Imperial® honeylocust (Gleditsia triacanthos 
var. inermis ‘Impcole’)
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Hard wired or wireless control of
AC Power – Sensors – Hubs – Solinoids
and plot data to verify performance.

Contact Power Development Solutions LLC  
of Hillsboro, Oregon to learn more.

(971) 470-3139

PowerTraker™ 

IoT Monitor, Controller, Data Logger

Control water use by 
monitoring temperature, 

humidity and soil moisture
The initial offering of whips ranging 

in size from 5 feet to 8 feet were quickly 
reserved by existing customers. The nursery 
is building its inventory and anticipates hav-
ing a larger number of whips plus branched 
trees of various sizes available in 2021–2022. 

Discovered by Greg Morgenson, a 
research specialist in the North Dakota 
State University Plant Sciences Department, 
this unusually narrow and upright tree has 
been observed by Morgenson for years. 
Entrusted to Schmidt for co-introduction, 
Northern Sentinel was trialed at the nursery 
for seven years before it was deemed ready 
for introduction.

“We don’t introduce a new tree that 
isn’t better or an improvement over other 
trees already available in the market-
place,” Bailey said. “The key advantages of 
Northern Sentinel are its unusual form and 
excellent hardiness. It’s very adaptable, and 
can take harsh environments, from extreme 
heat to extreme cold.” 

Thanks to its narrow, upright growth 
habit, Northern Sentinel is storm resis-
tant, with no observed snow, wind or ice 
damage to the parent tree over a period 
of many years. Nor has the parent been 
observed to produce seed, a feature that 
can be influenced by environmental factors, 
but a promising sign that its offspring may 
also be seedless. 

“It’s a great addition to the Honeylocust 
cultivars, and a great fit for street tree plant-
ings where branches must be pruned up for 
traffic clearance,” Bailey said.

For now, honeylocust is a tree in 
demand. Although sometimes it is hard to 
appreciate honeylocust as a small sapling 
growing in the nursery, it pays off in the end. 

“When you see it as a big tree, that’s 
where it really shines,” Sester said

And with its ability to survive drought 
and extreme weather conditions, the need for 
honeylocust is expected to stay consistent as 
landscape projects continue to look to main-
tain diversity and to spec tough trees. 

 
Tracy Ilene Miller is a freelance writer  
and editor who covers several topics,  
including gardening. She can be reached at 
tracyilenemiller@gmail.com.
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EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT
DECIDUOUS TREE GROWER

Wholesale deciduous tree nursery 
located in Milton-Freewater, OR 
is seeking a full-time grower with 
experience in tree production. 
Applicant must be fluent in Spanish 
and English, both reading and 
writing, and have proven supervisory/
management skills.

Ideal candidate will be self-motivated 
and quality-driven, be honest, a team 
player, trustworthy and possess a high 
work ethic standard. Five plus years of 
horticultural education and/or work-
related experience is preferred. Valid 
driver’s license required.

Moving and/or housing assistance 
may be available. Wage DOE with 
full company benefits.

Mail, fax, or email your resume to:
J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.

Attn: Human Resources
P.O. Box 189, Boring, OR 97009

Fax: 503-512-2209
Email: dianar@jfschmidt.com

HELP WANTED
For jobs and key employees 
throughout California and the 
Northwest, call Florasearch, Inc. 
You know us. For more than three 
decades we have been bringing 
together key people and excellent 
companies in the nursery and 
greenhouse industries and allied 
trades. Check our references. 
Confidential. Employer pays fee.

 Florasearch, Inc.
1740 Lake Markham Rd.

Sanford, FL  32771
Ph (407) 320-8177 Fx (407) 320-8083 

Website: www.florasearch.com 
Email: search@florasearch.com

 

We are always looking for career oriented skilled sta�. 
Our operations include wholesale growing, shipping, 
landscape contractor sales, and retail nursery. If you 
have the interest and skills needed to be a part of our 
team, please apply. We are growers of container and 
�eld grown ornamentals. 

We are looking for people in the following areas:
•    Sales / Customer Service (Wholesale/Retail)
•    Production / Growers / Supervisors
•    Shipping & Receiving
•    Inventory / O�ce Mgmt & Admin / Purchasing
•    Pesticide / IPM Managers & Applicators
•    Irrigation Management / Skilled Laborers
•    Outside sales throughout U.S. & Canada
•    Controller / Accounting Manager
•    Horticultural Website Developer

Applicants with speci�c work experience or education 
in the nursery industry is desired. Computer skills, 
Spanish / English bilingual, plant ID knowledge and 
equipment operation skills also preferred.

Pay commensurate with experience. Bene�ts to 
include: Paid vacation and sick leave, paid holidays, 
medical and dental insurance. Respond with resume 
to hr@loennursery.com to the speci�c job for 
which you qualify. 

For more information, please visit us online at
www.loennursery.com

.

CLASSIFIED ADS 
WORK!   

Contact Bill Goloski 
503-582-2009

bgoloski@oan.org

DEPARTMENT MANAGER
Portland Nursery is looking for 
ambitious Department Managers for 
both our Stark and Division locations! 
These positions are responsible 
for the day-to-day supervision of 
employees and will be expected 
to carry out the full spectrum 
of leadership responsibilities in 
accordance with the company policies 
and procedures.
Job Requirements:
• Ability to establish and maintain a 

good working relationship with staff. 
• Establish and maintain high 

standards of plant quality.
• Maintain an inventory of sales.
• Coordinate new staff training.
• Coordinate seasonal construction 

and change of displays.
• Assist the Yard Buyer with 

Paperwork, coding, discards, returns.
• Sustain a positive and customer 

focused work environment.
• Support customer pol ic ies, 

procedures.
To apply, email resume to:  
lindseys@portlandnursery.com
 

SALES ACCOUNT MANAGER - 
Western US

Mycorrhizal Applications is looking 
for a Sales Account Manager to drive 
sales in their Western US territory. 
Activities will involve working 
with distributors, manufacturers 
and growers to increase sales of 
MycoApply mycorrhizae and a 
portfolio of biorational products. The 
candidate can live in OR, WA or CA. 
Overnight travel is required. For more 
information on this position please go 
to https://mycorrhizae.com/careers/.

JOURNEYMAN MECHANIC – 
BORING, OR

Large wholesale nursery is seeking a 
skilled and self-motivated Journeyman 
Mechanic to join our team in our 
repair shop located in Boring, OR.

Applicant must have a valid driver’s 
license and insurable driving record. 
Candidate must have the ability to 
work independently and assist 
other mechanics in the repair and 
maintenance of vehicles, tractors, 
forklifts, farm equipment and 

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

1. Select Standard or Display Classified formats.

2. Determine general heading and subhead that ad runs under:
 •  General: “Employment,” “Plant Material,”“Service/Supply,” “Real Estate.”
 •  Subheads run under general headings. Create your own, but be general: 

“Conifers,” “Liners,” “Equipment,” etc.

3. Indicate number of months ad runs.

4.  Indicate any blind box for confidential replies. We assign number and  
mail any responses.

5. Compose ad. Designate headlines.

6. Email ad by deadline, December 10 for the January 2021 issue.

7. We bill after publication.

8. We reserve right to edit ads for content.

Classified Line Ad
• $35/column inch for OAN members / $55 for nonmembers.
•  Regular, one-column, standard typeface, approximately 28–38 characters 

per line, 7 lines per inch. Use headlines, bold, italics and special characters.
• Corporate logo (black & white) $30 additional charge.

Classified Display Ad (plus production charges @ $69/hour)
•  $45/column inch for OAN members / $71 for nonmembers.
•  Use logos, display type, borders, screens or reverses.
•  Electronic ad files can be supplied. Call for production details.

Digger Classifieds
29751 S.W. Town Center Loop W., Wilsonville, OR 97070
Phone 503-682-5089 • Fax 503-682-5727 • Email: advertising@oan.org

CLASSIFIEDS

INSIDE SALES REPRESENTATIVE
TSW Nursery Sales Inc. is seeking a 
plant-knowledgable inside sales 
representative with 3–5 years of sales 
experience. The perfect candidate 
must be proficient in MS Office 
Suite and Quickbooks software, 
provide excellent customer service, 
have strong verbal and written 
communication skills, manage their 
time, and be organized. Salary 
commensurate with experience.

Please mail or email cover letter and 
resume to:

TSW Nursery Sales, Inc.
Attn: Human Resources

P.O. Box 1217, Wilsonville, OR 97070
accounting@tswnurserysales.com

 

implements for a large variety of 
repairs, diagnosis and general service 
and upkeep.

Required experience:
General Service, Gasoline/Diesel/
LPG Engine Repair and Diag., 
Clutch/Transmission and associated 
component replacement (Tractor and 
Vehicles), Brake systems (Hydraulic 
and Air), Heavy Equipment Repair 
and Service including drive systems, 
Electrical Systems and wiring, Hydraulic 
systems and cylinders, some level of 
experience with farm equipment.
Any additional experience in welding 
and/or fabrication is a plus as well 
as familiarity with diverse farm/
nursery implements or tire repair and 
replacement on vehicles/tractors.
Cand ida te  w i l l  have  good 
communication and organizational 
skills, be highly motivated and goal 
oriented as well as being aware of 
and practicing safety in the workplace.
Candidate must also possess 
knowledge of electronic diagnostic 
equipment and be open to further 
training and use of electronic data and 
labor management software platforms.
The ability to maintain accurate 
records by recording service and 
repairs completed with parts and 
product usage is vital to the position.
Must be able to handle and carry 
objects up to 80 lbs.

We maintain a drug-free workplace. 
This is a full-time position with 
excellent company benefits. Work 
hours are 40+ hours per week and are 
conducted inside of a shop but may 
require outdoor work in potentially 
inclement conditions out in the fields 
of the nursery at times. Opportunities 
for advancement; wage DOE.

Mail, fax, or email your resume to:
J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.

Attn: Human Resources
P.O. Box 189, Boring, OR 97009

Fax: 503-512-2209
Email: dianar@jfschmidt.com

(Continued next column)
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PLANT MATERIAL PLANT MATERIAL PLANT MATERIAL PLANT MATERIAL

HUGE savings on B&B
flowering Pear trees

Cleveland Select, New Bradford,
Chanticleer, Gladitor

2" $75.00
2 1/2" $95.00
3" $115.00

DUG AND READY TO SHIP
Valley Shade Tree

503 873-6872

Hiring? Work with us!

Digger magazine employment 
classifieds are THE go-to resource 
for skilled nursery professionals 
in search of their next opportu-
nity — and companies in search 
of the perfect team member.

To place an ad, contact Blair Thompson at  
503-682-5089 or ads@oan.org.

BRANCHING OUT
Now offering nine superior 

selections of ornamental trees. 
bit.ly/PW-Trees. Call 800-633-8859 
sales@SpringMeadowNursery.com

CLEARWATER GROWERS

ROOTED CUTTINGS / PLUGS: 
Carex; Deschampsia caespitosa; Juncus; 

Scirpus; Thuja o. - ‘Emerald Green’ 
LINERS: 

Arctostaphylos - ‘Mass’; Carex; 
Ceanothus g. ‘Pt Reyes’; Cotoneaster - 
‘Lowfast‘/ ‘Coral Beauty’; Deschampsia 
caespitosa; Fragaria; Juncus; Liriope m. 

‘Big Blue’; Liriope spicata; Mahonia; 
Pachysandra; Pennisetum; Polystichum; 
Rubus c. Sarcococca; Thuja o. – Emerald 

Green’; 'Green Giant'; Vinca 
1 gal availability 

Arctostaphylos - ‘Mass’; Calamagrostis; 
Carex; Cotoneaster dammeri - ‘Coral 

Beauty’ / ‘Lowfast’; Deschampsia; 
Festuca; Fragaria; Helictotrichon 

sempervirens; Juncus; Liriope; Mahonia; 
Pennisetum; Rubus; Sarcococca; Vinca 

Custom Propagation Available 
Ph: 503-359-7540 
Fax: 503-357-2282 
Forest Grove, OR

 
HICKENLOOPER GARDENS

We have a lot to offer!

Specializing in: 
Hosta 

Winter Jewels Hellebores 
Hardy Fuchsia 

Heuchera 
Ferns  

Contact us for an availability list.
www.hickenlooper-gardens.com 

Phone: 503-949-5723 
Fax: 541-327-2011 

benhickenlooper@icloud.com
 

Bareroot & Container Grown
Understock & Rooted Cuttings

Bareroot Seedlings
Acer, Amelanchier, Betula, Cercis, Malus,

Populus, Prunus, Pyrus, Zelkova

Rooted Cuttings
Acer rubrum, Betula, Platanus, Prunus & Ulmus

Band Pot Grown
Acer, Carpinus, Cornus, Fagus, Liquidambar,

Nyssa, Quercus, Syringa

Over 175 Varieties

Salem, Oregon      877-490-7844  
jlpnliners.com  • info@jlpnliners.com 

SCHURTER NURSERY
Arborvitae - Emerald green 
Container-grown Boxwoods

Green Giants  
Otto Luyken • Skip Laurel 

Various Sizes & Varieties 
503-932-8006

 

Specimen size
BAMBOO

over 30 feet tall
available

•Clumping Bamboo
•Large diversity 

•Quality wholesale plants
•We carry bamboo barrier

HDPE 30” x 60 mil
Controls running bamboo

(503) 647-2700
www.bamboogarden.com
bamboo@bamboogarden.com

 

Pacific NW  
Native Plants

Container  •  B&B  •  Bareroot
Environmental & Ecological 

Re-vegetation Landscape Contractor
Native Trees & Shrubs 

Groundcovers
Wetland & Riparian Plants

Conifers & Deciduous Trees

Contract & custom growing year-round

A Valley 
Growers 
Nursery

503-651-3535  •  FAX 503-651-3044
www.valleygrowers.com
vlygrwrs@web-ster.com

Hubbard, OR  •  OR and WA Certified D/WBE Company

Ground Covers

Bare Root Native Plants
Acer, Alnus, Amelanchier, Betula, 

Conifers, Cornus, Fraxinus, 
Holodiscus, Lonicera, Mahonia,

Malus, Physocarpus, 
Populus, Rosa, Salix, 

Spiraea, Symphoricarpos, 
Wetland Plants

 
Over 300 species of

source identified natives

Fourth Corner
Nurseries

sales@fourthcornernurseries.com
P: 800-416-8640

fourthcornernurseries.com

Northwest Natives

Native, Wetland 
and 

Ground Cover 
Specialist
Growers of 

Quality, Healthy,  
Ready-to-Sell Plants.

Phone: 503-632-4787 
Fax: 503-632-5412
CONTRACT GROWING 

YEAR ROUND
21200 S. Ferguson Rd. 
Beavercreek, OR 97004

www.beaverlakenursery.com

BEAVERLAKEBEAVERLAKE
N U R S E R Y

Rhododendrons

TALL RHODODENDRONS

Acres of tall rhododendrons –  
the place with 6'–10' tall sizes. 

 
Lots of great ideas with tall.  

Hidden Acres Nursery 
Sherwood, OR
503-625-7390 

www.hiddenacresnursery.net

Rootstock

TRECO®

CELEBRATING 80 YEARS!
THE FOUNDATION OF YOUR

ORCHARD STARTS HERE!

PREMIUM QUALITY
OREGON ROOTSTOCK

TRECO® offers the finest
apple rootstock, hazelnut trees and 

softwood cuttings.

WWW.TRECO.NU
 

Oregon Rootstock & Tree Co. Inc.
P.O. Box 98 | Woodburn, OR 97071

p: 1.800.871.5141
f: 503.634.2344
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Get             for FREE!
Subscribe today!

NAME

COMPANY

ADDRESS

ADDRESS (LINE 2)

CITY       STATE ZIP

PHONE

EMAIL

Tell us more about you 
(check all that apply)

¨ Wholesaler ¨ Retailer

¨ Grower

¨ Garden Center (Owner, staff, etc)

¨ Greenhouse (Owner, staff, etc.)

¨ Mail Order/Internet Sales

¨ Landscape professional

 ¨ Architect ¨ Contractor

 ¨ Designer ¨ Maintenance

¨ Re-wholesaler/Broker

¨ Arborist/Tree Service

¨ Educator/Researcher

¨ Student

¨ Allied Service/Supplier

¨ Other ___________________________

Complete and return this form by mail:

TO: Oregon Association of Nurseries 
29751 SW Town Center Loop West 
Wilsonville, OR 97070

You may also subscribe online at www.diggermagazine.com

ANNUAL COST: $0.00

SUBSCRIBER DETAILS

CLASSIFIED ADS WORK!  
 

Contact Bill Goloski
503-582-2009

bgoloski@oan.org
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Schurter Nursery ......................................................................................................29
Spring Meadow Nursery ..........................................................................................32
T&R Company .........................................................................................................21
Weeks Berry Nursery ................................................................................................17
Willamette Nurseries ................................................................................................11

EMPLOYMENT PLANT MATERIAL AD INDEX
WILLAMETTE NURSERIES

YOUR SOURCE FOR 
ORNAMENTAL SEEDLINGS, FRUIT 

TREE ROOTSTOCK, CUTTING 
LINER VARIETIES & MORE. 

We specialize in understock  
for flowering, fruiting and shade. 

www.willamettenurseries.com 

Excellent quality.  
Outstanding service.  

25571 S. Barlow Rd. Canby, OR 97013 

503-263-6405  
Toll-Free: 1-800-852-2018  

E-Mail: willamette@canby.com

Drain Tile Installation

Nursery Specialists

Creekside Valley Farms
Serving Oregon & Washington

Contact Paul

503-437-4833 Cell
503-864-4422 Office
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An ongoing series provided by 
Oregon State University  

in collaboration with the United 
States Department of Agriculture 

and in partnership with the 
Oregon Association of Nurseries

GROWING 
KNOWLEDGE
Series content is coordinated by Dr. Jay Pscheidt, professor of botany 
and plant pathology at Oregon State University in Corvallis, Oregon.

 Figure 2. Azalea lace bug nymphs (top leaf); their frass and exuviae (bottom leaves). 
PHOTO COURTESY OF OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY

Silicon: the non-essential beneficial 
nutrient for plant defense?

BY KATERINA VELASCO-GRAHAM AND JANA C. LEE

RHODODENDRONS AND AZALEAS are the backbone 
of many ornamental landscapes in the Pacific Northwest. 
Unfortunately, since 2016, a beautiful little insect has 

been plaguing the genus Rhododendron, causing aesthetic and 
physiological damage, which may lead to plant death if left 
unchecked (Figure 1). 

Preliminary studies suggest that cultivars vary in their tolerance 
to azalea lace bug (Stephanitis pyrioides), but in many, the molting 
and feeding activity of nymphs and adults leave a sticky mess on the 
leaves’ underside (Figure 2). Landscape structure may also have an 
impact on the degree of damage due to the variable amounts of sun 
exposure and presence/absence of natural enemies which influence 
lace bug populations. 

Presently landscape managers and homeowners 
have few tools at their disposal. Acephate effectively 
controls nymphs and adults and systemic neonic-
otinoids control all stages, but both are losing favor 
among the general public due to their hard chem-
istries and associated environmental and health 
effects. Insect growth regulators (IGRs) may offer a 
softer alternative but have the potential to impact 
other insects with similar physiologies. 

Silicon and its role in enhanced resistance 
Silicon is the second most abundant element 

on Earth. It is found in most terrestrial plants, but 
at different concentrations; monocots tend to accu-
mulate more of it than dicots. Silicon accumulates 
in leaf and stem tissue as microscopic solid silicon, 
knowns as phytoliths, after traveling up from the 
root as dissolved silicic acid. 

Supplementing plants with silicon has been 
suggested to improve plant health and, may have 
added benefits in negatively impacting plant-feeding 
pests. Yet, the use of silicon for enhanced resistance 
has had mixed results. 

Feeding strategy is one of the factors at play. 
Most chewing insects that gnaw through leaf or 
stem cuticle are affected by silicon supplementation, 

suggesting that phytoliths may be caus-
ing irreversible wear of the mandibles. For 
example, the caterpillars of the fall army-
worm on corn, African pink stem borer 
on maize, and African sugarcane borer 
on sugarcane experienced either increased 
mortality, mandibular wear, reduced larval 
survival and growth rate, delayed penetration, 
or all the above. 

Folivores which feed on soft tissues 
between the epidermal layers don’t 

Figure 1. Dead azalea 
bush after two years 
of azalea lace bug 
infestation. PHOTO BY 

OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY. 



28 DECEMBER 2020   DIGGERMAGAZINE.COM

Silicon

experience damage to their mouthparts, 
however their population may still be 
affected by silicon due to a decrease in 
oviposition as has been shown with the 
leaf miner American serpentine leaf miner 
on chrysanthemum and zinnia. 

Sucking insects such as the phloem 
feeding English grain aphid, rose-grain 
aphid and greenbug on wheat and green 
peach aphid on zinnia experienced reduce 
infestation, lower longevity and fecundity, 
decreased probing time, increased frequen-

cy in stylet withdrawal or activation of the 
plant defense system. 

Xylem feeders such as the white-backed 
planthopper and brown planthopper on rice 
experienced decreased food intake, inhibited 
sucking behavior, decreased adult longevity, 
fecundity and population growth. 

The two-spotted spider mite also had 
significant population reductions. 

In some cases, no effects have been 
reported: the caterpillars of dusky herpe-
togramma moth and black cutworm on 

turfgrass had no visible feeding preference, 
mandibular wear, growth or survival.

In short, silicon supplemented as a soil 
drench can result in solid silicon, causing 
irreversible wear of the mandibles of chew-
ing insects, interfering with feeding activities 
of sucking insects or lowering oviposition 
regardless of feeding type. As well, soil 
drenches could trigger changes in leaf chem-
istries due to the added dissolved silicon, 
leading to lower palatability and digestibil-
ity. Dissolved silicon may also help trigger 

Top: Figure 4. Effects of four treatments on S. pyrioides on mean ± SEM of frass spots and eggs on potted rhododendrons. Below: Figure 3. 
Enclosures with azalea lace bugs and choice of rhododendrons (three treatments and control). IMAGES COURTESY OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY.



29DIGGERMAGAZINE.COM  DECEMBER 2020

 
 

  

        Schurter
Nursery

Arborvitae–Emerald green
Virescens
Boxwood

Japanese Maples
Otto Luyken
Skip Laurel

Various sizes & Varieties
503-932-8006

Motz & Son Nursery
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S
SHADE & FLOWERING TREES
FRUIT TREES
Dwarf, Semi-Dwarf & Standard
COMBINATION FRUIT TREES (4 in 1)
Semi-Dwarf & Standard
ESPALIER APPLES
Semi-Dwarf, Combination & One Variety
WALNUTS & FILBERTS
DECIDUOUS SHRUBS
www.motzandson.com
11445 N.W. Skyline Blvd.
Portland, Oregon 97231
Phone 503-645-1342
FAX 503-645-6856

(503) 630-4349
FAX (503) 630-7542

PO Box 598 – Estacada, OR 97023

B&B Spruce 4 to 24 feet
Chamaecyparis • Fir • Pine

Japanese Maple • Poodle Pine
Cut Christmas Trees

Supplies for Small Growers
SEED STARTING - Pots Trays Inserts

Plug Trays
__________________________________________________________________________

 Labels - large variety size, color &
shape of blank plant pot & row markers

_________________________________________________________________________

Weed control, fertilizer, tapes & ties,
watering, and more

_________________________________________________________________________

http://www.AAA-mercantile.shop
http://stores.ebay.com/AAA-Mercantile

http://www.amazon.com/shops/AAAmercantile

Enter promo code DIGGER for a 10% discount
for a limited time at AAA-mercantile.shop

HOSTETLER
FARM DRAINAGE
503-266-3584

• Plastic Tubing 3"-24" • Laser Grade
Control • Open Ditch for Buried

Irrigation • Plows and Trenches •
Pot-n-Pot Drainage • Oldest Drainage
Firm in Oregon • Newest Subsurface

Irrigation Techniques

Materials and
Technical
Assistance
AvailableCanby, OR

MARKETPLACE

        M
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induced defenses resulting in the release of 
herbivore induced plant volatiles as docu-
mented with the cotton bollworm and the 
predatory red and blue beetle.

In some instances, a foliar spray 
application may be more effective than 
a soil drench, suggesting either a topical 
effect or translaminar penetration. This 
was the case with the silverleaf whitefly 
on cucumber and the American serpentine 
leaf miner on Gerbera jamesonii which 
experienced significant reductions in ovi-
position and survival rate and significant 
reductions in tunneling respectively.  

Silicon and the azalea lace bug
Our first-year study showed that silicon 

supplementation is promising for azalea lace 
bug control. Two varieties of rhododendron, 
‘Cunningham white’ and ‘Boule de Niege’, 
were supplemented with calcium silicate four 
times once a week. 

Applications were delivered as a foliar 
spray or a soil drench. A calcium carbonate 
group was included to discard the possible 
effect of calcium. Frass spots and eggs were 
tallied for the three treatments and a control 
30 days after releasing azalea lace bug into 
an enclosure with 4-inch pot rhododendrons 
(Figure 3). 

Analysis of silicon content showed sup-
plementation had not resulted in accumula-
tion in leaf tissue. Frass spots, which indicate 
feeding activity, and egg counts were lower 
in all three treatments, with silicon foliar 
resulting in lower counts overall (Figure 4). 

Further research is being conducted to 
confirm these preliminary findings and to 
determine the most effective dosage under 
greenhouse conditions; field tests will follow 
thereafter. Stay tuned! 

                                                             
Katerina Velasco-Graham is a research 
technician at the USDA ARS Horticultural 
Crops Research Unit, and completed a M.S. 
on azalea lace bug control at Oregon State 
University, katerina.graham@usda.gov.
Jana Lee is a research entomologist at the 
USDA ARS Horticultural Crops Research 
Unit focused on biologically-based control of 
small fruit and ornamental pests.
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Jeff Stone
OAN EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

DIRECTOR’S DESK

Leading with a purpose
The Oregon Association of 

Nurseries (OAN) remains, by 

its very definition and mission, 

a member-driven, service- 

and advocacy-oriented green 

industry force. 
It seems like a decade ago back in 

March 2020 when the industry and country 
were tossed into the abyss of COVID-19. 
Now that the last chapter of 2020 is being 
written, we should count our blessings. 
As a student of history, I believe this year 
will define our lives much like the Great 
Depression and World War II did to those 
who preceded us. 

These are trying times and not all of us 
made it through. We have lost family mem-
bers, both personally and industry-wise. The 
cumulative impact of 
harm to the health of 
our bodies and the 
economy was just too 
much for valued and 
treasured people. 

What should not 
be missed and cele-
brated is that this year 
significantly revealed 
our strength, determi-
nation and most of all — our character.

As your executive director, I had the 
genuine honor to have a front row seat to 
countless acts of kindness, faith and egoless 
assistance to fellow members and neighbors, 
and dedicated leadership by Jim Simnitt and 
the entire OAN Board of Directors. They 
acted with steady hands, steely eyes and 
stupendous vision during a year that had 
a caustic political campaign for president, 
a pandemic that separated loves ones and 
customers, and the specter of unnerving eco-
nomic dynamics. 

Industry members did what they do 
best — grow phenomenal plants, take care 
of employees, and bring a modicum of joy 
to yards and hearts throughout the state 
and country through investment in our 
living environment.

The metaphor of the fires
This fall, Oregon and its citizens 

absorbed a Mike Tyson right hook with a 

series of fires that scorched over a million 
acres of land and caused $600 million in 
damages. Coming on the heels of COVID-
19, these were a biblical test of the indus-
try’s nerve.

First, they adjusted to a nefarious 
pandemic. Check. Then they pushed 
through uncertain market conditions and 
shutdowns on a daily and weekly basis. 
Done. Next, they watched neighbors ver-
bally impale each other during one of the 
nastiest presidential campaigns since the 
Civil War Era Reconstruction. 

And then, these fires. Some of our 
members even lost homes and possessions. 

How did the industry respond? They 
helped neighbors who lost power keep 
their plants watered. They lent equipment 
and labor in a pinch. They stayed socially 
distant, ever focused on coronavirus 

protocols, even as 
smoke choked the 
Willamette Valley so 
badly that Beaverton 
looked like Beijing. 
They gave each other 
their unflinching 
support. 

The OAN helped 
here and there. We 
were an active voice 

at the national, state and local level. All 
that is true. But the OAN staff knows what 
I know. YOU are the leaders that show a 
strong sense of purpose.

Magic 8-ball of 2021
As a total political dork, the thing that 

brings me to tears is not the success or fail-
ure of an election result. It’s not some sense 
of confidence in the unmatched possibility of 
a fresh set of months ahead of us. 

What brings me to tears is the peace-
ful transition of power of our presidency. It 
serves as a real-time demonstration, to the 
world of America’s trust in the people — 
even if our process is messy and contentious. 

Transitions are natural. They shape us. 
However, it is important that this notion 
rings true all across our beautiful nation. 
Former President Barack Obama spoke of 
it four years ago as he finished his second 
term, but it’s not his notion alone:

“I have instructed my team to follow 

the example that President Bush’s team set 
eight years ago, and work as hard as we can 
to make sure that this is a successful transi-
tion for the president-elect — because we 
are now all rooting for his success in uniting 
and leading the country. The peaceful transi-
tion of power is one of the hallmarks of our 
democracy. And over the next few months, 
we are going to show that to the world. 

“Now, everybody is sad when their 
side loses an election. But the day after, we 
must remember that we’re all on one team. 
This is an intramural scrimmage. We’re not 
Democrats first. We’re not Republicans first. 
We are Americans first. We’re patriots first. 
We all want what’s best for this country. So, 
this was a long and hard-fought campaign. 
A lot of our fellow Americans are exultant 
today. A lot of Americans are less so. But 
that’s the nature of campaigns. That’s the 
nature of democracy. It is hard, and some-
times contentious and noisy, and it’s not 
always inspiring.”

Moving forward together
All in all, as we close the chapter of a 

meme-rich year, I am proud of the nursery 
and greenhouse industry. We made peace 
and were forced to embrace that we cannot 
control everything that comes at us. 

The great John Wooden once said, “Be 
more concerned with your character than 
your reputation, because your character is 
what you really are, while your reputation 
is merely what others think you are … the 
true test of a man’s character is what he does 
when no one is watching.” 

Thank you all for your support, 
generosity to the industry and association. 
I look forward to working hard for you  
in 2021! 

"We’re not Democrats first. 

We’re not Republicans first. 

We are Americans first. 

We’re patriots first."

— FORMER PRESIDENT 
BARACK OBAMA





For sales, contact Kaylee Hardy - khardy@springmeadownursery.com, 616-414-7382
www.springmeadownursery.com, 800-633-8859

Cute as a button yet tough as nails. 

This native, dwarf chokeberry will rise 

to any landscape challenge, thriving 

almost anywhere, cold climates 

and hot, wet soils and dry, sun and 

part shade.  A good replacement for 

Gro-low sumac, and other woody 

groundcovers.

LOW SCAPE MOUND®

Aronia melanocarpa

• Red autumn foliage

• Dwarf

• Native

• Adaptable

LOW SCAPE MOUND®

Aronia melanocarpa ‘UCONNAM165’
PP#28,789; cbraf , Full to part sun
USDA Zone 3-9, 1-2' TALL, 2' WIDE

10’

CHALLENGE ACCEPTED.

Dec Digger_SMN Low Scape Mound.indd   1Dec Digger_SMN Low Scape Mound.indd   1 10/28/20   5:43 PM10/28/20   5:43 PM
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Rootstock

TRECO®

CELEBRATING 80 YEARS!
THE FOUNDATION OF YOUR

ORCHARD STARTS HERE!

PREMIUM QUALITY
OREGON ROOTSTOCK

TRECO® offers the finest
apple rootstock, hazelnut trees and 

softwood cuttings.

WWW.TRECO.NU
 

Oregon Rootstock & Tree Co. Inc.
P.O. Box 98 | Woodburn, OR 97071

p: 1.800.871.5141
f: 503.634.2344


