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Protecting and 
promoting growers
For those of you whom I haven’t 

had the pleasure of meeting, my 

name is Kyle Fessler. 
I am grateful to be able to serve the members of 

the Oregon Association of Nurseries (OAN) as presi-
dent for 2021. My wife Mollie and I have been married 
for 11 years, and together we have five beautiful chil-
dren: Elizabeth, Henry, Claire, Susannah and Frankie.

I consider myself one of the fortunate few that had the 
opportunity to be raised in a nursery family. Most of my early years were spent playing in a 
pile of dirt or gravel in our back yard, usually with a new greenhouse or can yard being built 
in the background. 

Our family farm, Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc., had humble beginnings, starting 
with a 25-by-96-foot greenhouse behind my grandparents’ house more than 50 years ago. 
It seemed like every year there were new structures going up all around the nursery, and my 
siblings and I had a front-row seat to all the action. We grew up right along with the opera-
tion, and it’s amazing to see how far we’ve come as adults and as a business.

As is true on many of your operations, none of the achievements we’ve had would be 
possible without the hard work and dedication of family members and loyal employees. I see 
the same attitude when it comes to the OAN and its members. 

The OAN has been a big part of my life for a long time. My father, Tom, was presi-
dent of the association 25 years ago. The two biggest weeks of the year for us kids were the 
Farwest Show and the OAN Convention (which also doubled as our annual family vacation). 
I often heard the tales of Clayton Hannon and all the good he and his staff were doing for us 
and our nursery friends. 

I see the same dedication today from director Jeff Stone and his staff. I’ve seen first-hand 
the sacrifices they have made during these difficult times, and I am beyond grateful to have 
them working on our side.

In 2013, my father encouraged me to get involved with the OAN. I had the opportunity 
to join the Willamette Chapter board, where I met many members (most of whom were not 
even growers) that wanted to see the industry succeed. It was a fantastic way to get to know 
other growers and the associate members that support us.

2015 launched me into a new role within the association. I attended my first 
Government Relations Committee meeting, and soon became a regular attendee. It seemed 
like every meeting introduced another piece of harmful legislation aimed at our industry. 

It was hard not to come home depressed. It took some time, but I came to realize that 
the fight was worth having, and that our nursery folks are the masters of battling adversity. 
Our members stepped up and empowered themselves to be their own best advocates. We 
have made a name for ourselves at the Capital, and have made significant progress for our 

industry because of these efforts.
Many of your families are just like mine, 

having poured their lives and resources into 
building their businesses for generational suc-
cess. My mission in the coming year is to con-
tinue the push for active member engagement, 
and to do everything we can to protect and 
promote the success of our members and the 
generations of growers to come.

From my nursery family to yours, I wish 
you the best of success for 2021. 

Kyle Fessler
OAN PRESIDENT
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2020–2021 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 Kyle Fessler Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.
 PRESIDENT 13009 McKee School Road N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  sales@woodburnnursery.com
  503-634-2231
  FAX 503-634-2238

 Josh Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 PRESIDENT-ELECT P.O. Box 100

  Amity, OR 97101
  josh@robinsonnursery.com 
  877-855-8733
  FAX 503-835-3004

 Vacant 
 VICE PRESIDENT 

 Todd Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 TREASURER 17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  info@bountifulfarms.com  
  503-981-7494

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 PAST-PRESIDENT 138 NE 22nd Ave.

  Canby, OR 97013
  simnittnsy@canby.com

  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Wes Bailey Smith Gardens Inc.
 SECRETARY 23150 Boones Ferry Road N.E.

  Aurora, OR 97002
  wes.bailey@smithgardens.com 
  503-678-5373

 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 MEMBER AT LARGE 29490 S, Jackson Road
  Canby, OR 97013
  amandastaehely@gmail.com  
  503-810-2598

____________

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 Tom Brewer HC Companies Inc. ProCal
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER  tbrewer@hc-companies.com   
  503-686-8448 

 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER afarley@countrysidenursery.com
  503-678-0511

 Ron Kinney Monrovia
 CONTAINER GROWER rkinney@monrovia.com  
  503-868-7941

 Joe Dula Moana Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER joed@moananursery.com  
  503-266-8170

 Jesse Nelson Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER jnelson@hansnelson.com  
  503-663-3348 

 Chris Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER  chris@robinsonnursery.com   
  877-855-8733

 Jay Sanders KG Farms Inc.
 FIELD / B&B GROWER jsanders@kgfarmsinc.com  
  503-678-3245

 Lorne Blackman Walla Walla Nursery Co. Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  lblackman@wallawallanursery.com 
  509-522-9855

 Ben Verhoeven Peoria Gardens Inc.
 GREENHOUSE benv@peoriagardens.com    
  541-753-8519

 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 RETAIL gary@landsystemsnursery.com 
  541-382-7646


