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The silver linings of 
COVID-19
When the pandemic started, it 

threw our businesses and lives 

into chaos. 
It was difficult to follow as scientists continu-

ally discovered more about the disease, and we all had 
to adapt. Social distancing slowed many of our plant 
production processes, and trips to the grocery store 
became infrequent. 

As we come into September and the kids are going 
back to school by mostly staying home and taking classes remotely, there have 
been some silver linings to living and dealing through this COVID-19 year. 

Travel restrictions have made all of us stay closer to home when summer vacations were 
planned. With everyone at home looking at their yards and patios, the nursery industry had 
strong spring and summer sales — up 8%, according to some reports. Nursery suppliers also 
saw strong sales; bark, pots, and chemicals all showed sales in the positive. 

And it wasn’t just the nursery industry and supply chain. The Wall Street Journal report-
ed strong retail sales topping pre-pandemic levels through mid-August. 

Foreign travel restrictions and personal trepidation to venture to common tourist 
attractions in large metro areas have led to an increase in state and federal park atten-
dance. Many parks and trails saw more visitors, including many who have never ventured 
out hiking before. 

These are all positives for health, but possibly more than just “getting fresh air.” In 
Japan, a Nippon Medical School study showed how spending time in nature boosted the 
body’s natural immune system health and increased the production of white blood cells. 
Communing with nature in our yards or our vast park system is an easy way to socially dis-
tance and stay healthy.

The way the world conducts business has changed. Remote meetings and telecommut-
ing have become commonplace in most industries. Forbes has reported that remote work has 
increased productivity by 47%. The OAN has hosted countless meetings with state and fed-
eral elected officials, including Gov. Kate Brown, and various state department heads. These 
Zoom meetings are well attended, with members throughout the state logging in from their 
offices or pickup trucks. 

Anyone — almost anywhere — can log on and have an informative discussion with 
peers and get back to work without the cost of travel and time. This has allowed our vol-
unteer leaders to cover a lot of ground and be active on many fronts. I can see this as an 
extremely useful tool in the post-pandemic world.

As of this writing there have been few COVID-19 related outbreaks at Oregon nurseries. 
Those that occurred were identified and resolved quickly and healthily. It is quite remarkable 
that the nursery industry has been working full time since the pandemic started with our own 
safety precautions in place, even before OHSA regulations came into effect in June. 

I believe this is due to OAN getting information from state and federal health authori-
ties to members quickly. Communication is key. From the start we have all been working on 
keeping a safe and healthy workplace.

The biggest positive outcome, for me, has been our personal lives slowing down. I know 
for my own family, with two young kids, we are constantly in motion. School, classes, 
games — oh, and sit-down dinners for the whole family. Under normal circumstances, 
life and weeks fly by. This past six months, I have totally 
enjoyed my kids being home with few obligations to attend. 

Slowing down is not a bad thing, once in a while. I just 
hope I remember these silver linings when things pick back 
up and open up completely. 
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 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 PRESIDENT 138 NE 22nd Ave.

  Canby, OR 97013
  simnittnsy@canby.com

  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Kyle Fessler Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.
 PRESIDENT-ELECT 13009 McKee School Road N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  sales@woodburnnursery.com
  503-634-2231
  FAX 503-634-2238

 Josh Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 VICE PRESIDENT P.O. Box 100

  Amity, OR 97101
  josh@robinsonnursery.com 
  877-855-8733
  FAX 503-835-3004

 Todd Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 TREASURER 17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  info@bountifulfarms.com  
  503-981-7494

 Mike Hiller KCK Farms LLC
 PAST PRESIDENT 11483 SE Amity-Dayton Hwy.

  Dayton, OR 97114
  mike@kckfarms.com

  503-864-9422
  FAX 503-864-4412

 Denece Messenger Decorative Bark Products
 SECRETARY P.O. Box 1198
  Tualatin, OR 97062
  denecemessenger@comcast.net  
  503-510-4029
  FAX 503-859-3764

 Wes Bailey Smith Gardens Inc.
 MEMBER AT LARGE 23150 Boones Ferry Road N.E.

  Aurora, OR 97002
  wes.bailey@smithgardens.com 
  503-678-5373
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 Tom Brewer HC Companies Inc. ProCal
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER  tbrewer@hc-companies.com   
  503-686-8448 

 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER afarley@countrysidenursery.com
  503-678-0511

 Ron Kinney Monrovia
 CONTAINER GROWER rkinney@monrovia.com  
  503-868-7941

 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER amandastaehely@gmail.com  
  503-810-2598

 Jesse Nelson Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER jnelson@hansnelson.com  
  503-663-3348 

 Chris Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER  chris@robinsonnursery.com   
  877-855-8733

 Jay Sanders KG Farms Inc.
 FIELD / B&B GROWER jsanders@kgfarmsinc.com  
  503-678-3245

 Lorne Blackman Walla Walla Nursery Co. Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  lblackman@wallawallanursery.com 
  509-522-9855

 Ben Verhoeven Peoria Gardens Inc.
 GREENHOUSE benv@peoriagardens.com    
  541-753-8519

 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 RETAIL gary@landsystemsnursery.com 
  541-382-7646


