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OAN takes a 
financial hit
I miss baseball. 

Due to concerns related to COVID-19, the 
start of the Major League Baseball season was 
postponed. I’m hopeful there will be some baseball 
games before the end of summer. I’m not a die-hard 
fan by any means, but I played a lot growing up. 
Summer was a time for batting gloves, infield prac-
tice and tournaments. 

The other summer constant for me has been Farwest Show. It is always good 
to see customers and friends from across the country in our home state. But this year is 
different. Following orders from the State of Oregon prohibiting large gatherings through 
September, the Farwest Show had to be canceled. This will be the first time that the OAN 
will not produce our industry-leading trade show since it was founded in 1973.

The COVID-19 pandemic’s effects have hit all industries in varied ways. For the 
most part, Oregon nurseries have survived the economic disruption. Wholesale nurseries 
have been able to work throughout stay-at-home orders, and garden centers have done 
brisk business as people spend more time at home. 

Where the effects have been disproportionate is at the trade association level. The 
OAN, like many non-profit trade associations, is financially supported by trade shows 
and conventions. With the forced cancellation of the Farwest Show, the OAN is taking a 
much bigger financial hit than a lot of the members are enduring during this crisis. 

The loss is similar to a crop loss in agriculture, where a lot of time, effort, and bud-
geting is put in, and then the fruits of that labor never materialize. We see losses like this 
in ag from weather events, economic downturns, or pest and disease outbreaks. Unlike 
nurseries, however, there is no insurance for a loss like this to the association. 

The face-to-face marketing our businesses receive from the trade show is only part 
of the benefit the association brings to our industry. The OAN helps keep markets open 
throughout the country and Canadian provinces. This was most evident this past spring as 
shipping lanes, counties, and states were threatening to close due to the crisis. The OAN 
stepped up and was an integral part in keeping our shipping and selling season moving.

The OAN advocates on our behalf at the state and federal level. With this being an 
election year, it is imperative that we have a strong voice at all levels of government to 
protect our ability to work and run our businesses as we see fit. With the economy in 
recovery mode, every small business will need the support. The OAN brings the associ-
ated members together to collaborate and share ideas. Some of the best education can 
come from conversations with fellow growers and retailers.

Because of the success of the Farwest Show, the OAN is able to provide these core 
functions on our behalf. That’s why I appreciate those who rolled their booth commit-
ment into next year, and particularly those who turned their booth payments into a 
donation to the association. Some have made additional financial contributions to the 
OAN and I hope others will join them. Your grace and generosity will help see the asso-
ciation through these dark times. Thank you.

Face-to-face business interactions will return after the pandemic is under control. 
The Farwest Show will be back stronger than ever next year. 

My friend and fellow nurseryman Mark Krautmann has said multiple times that 
“The Farwest Show is like a family reunion.”  

It truly is. Next summer it will be great to see our 
friends from across the country again in Oregon at the 
2021 Farwest Show. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 PRESIDENT 138 NE 22nd Ave.

  Canby, OR 97013
  simnittnsy@canby.com

  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Kyle Fessler Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.
 PRESIDENT-ELECT 13009 McKee School Road N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  sales@woodburnnursery.com
  503-634-2231
  FAX 503-634-2238

 Josh Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 VICE PRESIDENT P.O. Box 100

  Amity, OR 97101
  josh@robinsonnursery.com 
  877-855-8733
  FAX 503-835-3004

 Todd Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 TREASURER 17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  info@bountifulfarms.com  
  503-981-7494

 Mike Hiller KCK Farms LLC
 PAST PRESIDENT 11483 SE Amity-Dayton Hwy.

  Dayton, OR 97114
  mike@kckfarms.com

  503-864-9422
  FAX 503-864-4412

 Denece Messenger Decorative Bark Products
 SECRETARY P.O. Box 1198
  Tualatin, OR 97062
  denecemessenger@comcast.net  
  503-510-4029
  FAX 503-859-3764

 Wes Bailey Smith Gardens Inc.
 MEMBER AT LARGE 23150 Boones Ferry Road N.E.

  Aurora, OR 97002
  wes.bailey@smithgardens.com 
  503-678-5373

____________

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 Tom Brewer HC Companies Inc. ProCal
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER  tbrewer@hc-companies.com   
  503-686-8448 

 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER afarley@countrysidenursery.com
  503-678-0511

 Ron Kinney Monrovia
 CONTAINER GROWER rkinney@monrovia.com  
  503-868-7941

 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER amandastaehely@gmail.com  
  503-810-2598

 Jesse Nelson Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER jnelson@hansnelson.com  
  503-663-3348 

 Chris Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER  chris@robinsonnursery.com   
  877-855-8733

 Jay Sanders KG Farms Inc.
 FIELD / B&B GROWER jsanders@kgfarmsinc.com  
  503-678-3245

 Lorne Blackman Walla Walla Nursery Co. Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  lblackman@wallawallanursery.com 
  509-522-9855

 Ben Verhoeven Peoria Gardens Inc.
 GREENHOUSE benv@peoriagardens.com    
  541-753-8519

 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 RETAIL gary@landsystemsnursery.com 
  541-382-7646


