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On the cover: Workers move plants onto the sales benches at Oregon retailer 
Farmington Gardens. The plants were sourced from Farmington's sister wholesale 
operation, Eshraghi Nursery. PHOTO BY BILL GOLOSKI 

On this page: Left: A worker at Farmington unloads a Lily-of-the-Valley shrub (Pieris) 
from a cart. Some nurseries find an advantage in serving as their own supplier of 
quality plant material. PHOTO BY BILL GOLOSKI  Right: Bright white clusters make Phlox 
paniculata ‘David’ a popular perennial summer cultivar. PHOTO COURTESY OF  BLOOMING NURSERY
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Lending our 
future a hand
The nursery industry as a whole is 

mutually supportive. 
We help each other out. There is always someone 

willing to assist a fellow nursery or talk with someone 
looking to start a career in this great industry. 

One of the ways Oregon Association of 
Nurseries members help each year is to promote horti-
cultural education through the Oregon Nursery Foundation (ONF). The foundation 
was formed in 1976 and started to build an endowment for scholarships to distribute to 
students. Many OAN families and individuals have also set up scholarships in their names 
through the ONF. This is a lasting way to help future generations of horticulture students. 

In the last 30 years alone, there have been 275 student recipients. Many have gone on to 
become nursery industry leaders. They have given back by serving on committees and boards 
within the OAN. I was fortunate enough to 
be a scholarship recipient in the late ’90s. The 
funds helped me pay tuition for my horticul-
ture degree at Oregon State University.

More recently, the cost of higher educa-
tion has skyrocketed. According to the Center 
on Budget and Policy Priorities, the average college tuition has increased 37% since 2008. 
There are many components that play into this increase, but a major factor is that the cost 
burden has shifted from federal and states paying less to public institutions. 

About 30 years ago, students were only expected to cover 25% of the true cost of get-
ting an education at a public university, with state and federal governments picking up the 
rest. Today, these governments have reduced this investment in an educated and skilled work-
force, and student tuition must now cover 50% of the costs of an education.

So where do individuals and families go for help with educational costs? 
Scholarships are one important resource. The average family will use scholarships and 
grants to cover about 31% of tuition costs.

Since the 1990s, the ONF has given out more than $330,000 to deserving students. 
The ONF makes 19 different scholarships available to qualified students who have an 
academic focus on horticulture. Many OAN chapters will sponsor a scholarship that 
may give preference to their geographical area. Other specific scholarships may give 
preference to a particular level of studies, such as  graduate-level studies. 

The ONF Scholarship Committee does an excellent job of combing through the 
applications and matching deserving students to the appropriate scholarship award. 
These awards don’t just go to regional universities or specific horticulture departments. 
Within the last 30 years, students who received these awards have attended 40 different 
colleges. These scholarships can be used at any accredited educational institution, public 
or private university, community college, or trade school where the student can study 
either horticulture or related fields that impact our industry.  

Now is the time for students to plan ahead for next year and get applications in. 
The ONF scholarship deadline is April 15. If you would like more information on ONF 
scholarships or the application, log on to www.oan.org/onfapply, or contact ONF staff 
liaison Stephanie Weihrauch at sweihrauch@oan.org. 

The Oregon Nursery Foundation wants to encourage 
and support the students who will be the next leaders of 
our industry. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Jim Simnitt
OAN PRESIDENT

Now is the time for students 

to plan ahead for next year 

and get applications in. 

2019–2020 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 PRESIDENT 138 NE 22nd Ave.

  Canby, OR 97013
  simnittnsy@canby.com

  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Kyle Fessler Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.
 PRESIDENT-ELECT 13009 McKee School Road N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  sales@woodburnnursery.com
  503-634-2231
  FAX 503-634-2238

 Josh Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 VICE PRESIDENT P.O. Box 100

  Amity, OR 97101
  josh@robinsonnursery.com 
  877-855-8733
  FAX 503-835-3004

 Todd Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 TREASURER 17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  info@bountifulfarms.com  
  503-981-7494

 Mike Hiller KCK Farms LLC
 PAST PRESIDENT 11483 SE Amity-Dayton Hwy.

  Dayton, OR 97114
  mike@kckfarms.com

  503-864-9422
  FAX 503-864-4412

 Denece Messenger Decorative Bark Products
 SECRETARY P.O. Box 1198
  Tualatin, OR 97062
  denecemessenger@comcast.net  
  503-510-4029
  FAX 503-859-3764

 Wes Bailey Smith Gardens Inc.
 MEMBER AT LARGE 23150 Boones Ferry Road N.E.

  Aurora, OR 97002
  wes.bailey@smithgardens.com 
  503-678-5373

____________

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 Tom Brewer HC Companies Inc. ProCal
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER  tbrewer@hc-companies.com   
  503-686-8448 

 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER afarley@countrysidenursery.com
  503-678-0511

 Ron Kinney Monrovia
 CONTAINER GROWER rkinney@monrovia.com  
  503-868-7941

 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER amandastaehely@gmail.com  
  503-810-2598

 Jesse Nelson Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER jnelson@hansnelson.com  
  503-663-3348 

 Chris Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER  chris@robinsonnursery.com   
  877-855-8733

 Jay Sanders KG Farms Inc.
 FIELD / B&B GROWER jsanders@kgfarmsinc.com  
  503-678-3245

 Lorne Blackman Walla Walla Nursery Co. Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  lblackman@wallawallanursery.com 
  509-522-9855

 Ben Verhoeven Peoria Gardens Inc.
 GREENHOUSE benv@peoriagardens.com    
  541-753-8519

 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 RETAIL gary@landsystemsnursery.com 
  541-382-7646
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Calendar
Get the word out about your event! Email details to calendar@oan.org 
by the 10th day of the month to be included in the next issue of Digger. 

APR

APRIL 25–26
OREGON AG FEST
Ag Fest is a family event that shows more than 20,000 visitors an appreciation of where their food, 
fiber and flora come from. The two-day ag-stravaganza takes place at the Oregon State Fairgrounds 
(2330 17th St. N.E., Salem). The cost is $9 to enter.  Children under the age of 12 are free to attend. 
Parking is free. Log on to www.oragfest.com to obtain a $2 discount adult admission coupon and to 
download the daily schedule of events. For more information, visit  www.oragfest.com.

APRIL 4
GARDENPALOOZA - POSTPONED
The annual retail gardening event in Aurora, 
Oregon, produced by Gustin Creative Group, was 
postponed as a precaution to prevent the spread 
of COVID-19. Organizers are making efforts to 
reschedule the event. For more information, 
contact Jeff and Therese Gustin at 503-793-6804 
or log on to www.gardenpalooza.com.

APRIL 11–12
HORTLANDIA - CANCELED
The Hardy Plant Society of Oregon (HPSO)
has canceled the annual plant and art sale 
at the Portland Expo Center. The Hortlandia 
Committee of the HPSO board is exploring 
alternate ways to promote Hortlandia vendors, 
as the event will not be rescheduled for a later 
time of the year. If you have questions, email 
info@hardyplantsociety.org.

APRIL 11
SOIL SCHOOL 2020 - CANCELED
This annual educational event for small acreage 
farmers, landscapers, gardeners, grounds 
managers at Portland Community College Rock 
Creek Event Center has been canceled. They 
anticipate holding the event again next spring. 
Announcments will be made on wmswcd.org.

APRIL 14-19
CALIFORNIA SPRING TRIALS
Many leading plant breeders, growers 
and suppliers will showcase their newest 
annuals, perennials, ornamentals, grasses 
and vegetables at various locations across 
California. Attendees will get an early look 
at the latest plant introductions, packaging 
products and merchandising programs, while 
learning directly from producers about the 
recommended growing and retail strategies. 
Note: Sakata Seed America, Syngenta Flowers, 

Benary, and FLOREP at Windmill Nursery 
have canceled their participation in the event. 
All participating trial locations will be updated 
online at www.springtrialsregistration.com/
List-of-Trial-Locations. 

APRIL 15 
ONF SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 
DEADLINE EXTENDED
Do you know any high school, college or 
graduate students who are considering a career 
as a nursery or landscape professional? If so, tell 
them April 15 is the last day to apply for one of 
the 19 different Oregon Nurseries Foundation 
scholarships. Awards range from $500 to $1,500, 
and are sponsored by individuals and OAN 
chapters. For more information, go to www.oan.
org/onf, or contact Stephanie Weihrauch at 503-
582-2001 or scholarships@oan.org.

APRIL 24
ARBOR DAY
The last Friday in April is nationally recognized 
as Arbor Day, where we celebrate the important 
role trees play in our lives. Reach out to your 
preferred garden center to purchase a tree of 
your own, or ask a staff member if they know 
of any a nearby tree planting events. Your 
local news and social media event listings may 
also have details about other tree planting 
ceremonies so you can join in on the tradition. 
The holiday gatherings are often connected 
with environment-related activities. For more 
information, visit www.arborday.org.

MAY 30–31
SPRING GARDEN FAIR - NEW DATE
The Clackamas County Master Gardeners 
will present their 36th annual fair at the 
Clackamas County Event Center (694 
N.E. Fourth Ave., Canby). The event will 
feature more than 140 vendors, 10-Minute 
University™ Classes, free pH soil testing and 
an “ask an OSU Master Gardener” feature. 
Admission is $5; kids under 16 are free. Go to  
www.springgardenfair.org for more details.

JUNE 11
DUFFERS CLASSIC 
Save the date for the 29th annual golf tourney, 
which will tee off at the Stone Creek Golf 
Club in Oregon City, Oregon. A benefit 
for the Oregon Nurseries’ Political Action 
Committee (ONPAC), the event is a great way 
to reconnect with friends while supporting 
a strong nursery industry voice in Salem 
and Washington D.C. Sponsorships available.  
Check the OAN website, www.oan.org/
duffers for updates.

JUNE 17
OAN OPEN HOUSE
Learn more about the terrific programs and 
benefits that are available to OAN members, 
including Legal Access, health coverage, 
Trucks to Trade Shows, fuel discounts, credit 
card processing, discounted Farwest Show 
booths, OAN advertising, and much more! 
Keep an eye out for time and details. 

Editor’s note: At press time, due 
to the public health threat of 
the  COVID-19 virus, Oregon 
Gov. Kate Brown ordered the cancellation of 
all public gatherings of more than 25 people 
through at least April 11. Similar measures are, 
or may be, in effect in other states. Therefore, 
please be advised that some of the events 
listed below may be postponed or cancelled. 
People attending events or meeting in person 
are urged to practice social distancing in order 
to reduce opportunities for transmission and 
spread of the COVID-19 virus. We are including 
the most current information below as of press 
time, but please check with organizers for 
the latest information before making plans to 
attend any event or gathering.
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Northwest News
OAN members and chapters are encouraged to send in relevant news items, such as new hires, 
new products, acquisitions, honors received and past or upcoming events. Email news@oan.org.

Katie Dubow to 
deliver 2021  
Farwest keynote

Green industry 
trendspotter and market 
researcher Katie Dubow will 
provide a glimpse into the 
future when she delivers 
this year’s free Farwest 
Show keynote presentation 
Wednesday, August 26 at the 
show in Portland.

Dubow will give show 
attendees one of the first 
chances to hear about hottest 
coming horticultural trends 
identified in the forthcoming 
2021 Garden Trends Report, 
to be released in July. She is 
the new president and owner 
of Garden Media Group, after 
taking over for her mother, 
Suzi McCoy, on January 1 of 
this year. Her team researches 
and publishes the report, 
which is considered essential 
reading each year for green 
industry professionals. 

“This trends report 
examines shifts in everything 
from eating habits to growing 
habits,” she said. “We’re never 
going to fully disconnect 
from technology, but that’s 
not necessarily a bad thing. 
Technology can help us 
reconnect with nature.” 

Dubow’s keynote, set to 
take place at 11 a.m. August 
26, will kick off day one of 
the three-day trade show 
and educational conference. 
Farwest, the largest green 
industry event in the West, will 
then continue Thursday and 
Friday, August 27 and 28, at the 
Oregon Convention Center in 
downtown Portland, Oregon.

Complete details on all 
Farwest show events, daily 
schedules, speakers, and 
education seminars will be 
posted at FarwestShow.com in 
the coming weeks.

NURSERIES NAVIGATE THE  
COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Efforts to prevent the spread of the COVID-
19 virus, and flatten the curve of exposure, have 
changed what families, individuals and businesses 
— including nurseries — do on a daily basis. 

In mid-March, the Oregon Association of 
Nurseries launched a coronavirus resource page 
at www.oan.org/coronavirus that is accessible 
to all nursery and greenhouse businesses, but 
providing information is just one part of a 
two-pronged approach. Speaking on behalf of 
growers and retailers, and consulting with state 
leaders, is the other.

“OAN has been in constant communication 
with legislators and the governor’s office,” OAN 
Executive Director Jeff Stone said. “Keeping busi-
nesses running while encouraging them to follow 
safe practices is the priority. We want growers to 
still have the opportunity to ship their plants, and 
we want the retail side to remain open.”

On March 16, Oregon Gov. Kate Brown 
announced statewide cancellation of all events 
and gatherings larger than 25 people. Essential 
locations such as workplaces, grocery stores, retail 
stores and pharmacies were exempted from this 
rule, but restaurants and bars were restricted to 
carry-out and delivery only. 

The rules were set to stay in place until April 
11 at the earliest. The exemptions allowed retail 
and wholesale nurseries in Oregon to remain open 
and running, but prompted concern that stricter 
restrictions may be on the way.

In the meantime, the Oregon Legislature was 
expected to convene and consider legislation to 
support public health and provide economic relief 
from the effects of the pandemic.

DERAILED LEGISLATIVE SESSION KILLS 
CARBON BILL, CHLORPYRIFOS BAN

Proposed Oregon legislation to create a 
carbon cap-and-trade system and ban the pesti-
cide chlorpyrifos fell victim to a derailed session 
of the Oregon Legislature.

Just three bills were passed by the Oregon 
House and Senate before the session ground to 
a halt. All Republican legislators walked out 
of the capital, save for one in each chamber, 
thereby denying both chambers the two-thirds 
of members present necessary for a quorum to 
do business. Republicans said they walked out 
because Democrats refused to work with them 
on the proposed carbon bill and refused to put 
it up for a public vote.

The carbon bill would have established a 
carbon cap that decreased over time, along with 
a market allowing businesses to pay for allow-
ances to exceed the cap. Funds from these fees 
would have gone to fund mitigation projects, 
including the use of Oregon-grown nursery 
products to sequester carbon. 

However, the industry had concerns about 
the cost impacts on fuels used to run their nurs-
eries and transport their products, as well as 
natural gas that is used to heat production spac-
es. “We are concerned about the effects of the 
changes in our climate because our growers deal 
with those impacts regularly,” OAN Executive 
Director Jeff Stone said. “The OAN has been 
working for months to create a path forward 
to make important climate change policies be 
cost neutral to the industry. Unfortunately that 
effort was not successful.  We firmly believe 
that industry members can’t continue to pro-
duce carbon-sequestering plant material if 

The Oregon Legislature failed to come to agreement on carbon legislation. PHOTO COURTESY OF PXHERE
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proptek.com     sales@proptek.com     (800) 487 1381

LABOR SAVING

robots

doesn’t have to mean
expensive machines

or

Increase your profits by controlling costs.
Choosing long-life Proptek® trays & containers for Ellepots® makes 
moving, sorting, grading, bumping up and shipping trees, shrubs, 
ornamental and vegetable seedlings more efficient without the 
need for a huge cash investment.

Northwest News

they can’t afford to stay in business.”
In lieu of a carbon bill, Oregon. Gov. 

Kate Brown issued an executive order 
creating carbon reduction goals for the 
state and ordering several state agencies to 
exercise any measures within their power 
to reach the goals. However, the governor 
does not have the power to create a carbon 
trade system on her own, and her order 
contains no funding for mitigation projects.

During the session, OAN members 
received regular updates on these and 
other bills potentially affecting them, 
along with timely information concerning 
pivotal opportunities to affect the out-
comes. All OAN members are encouraged 
to participate in the Government Relations 
process. Those who aren’t members may 
join at www.oan.org/join.

USDA RESTRICTS BOXWOOD, 
EUONYMUS AND HOLLY 
IMPORTS FROM CANADA

The USDA Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) issued an order 
on March 3 requiring that all Buxus spp., 
Euonymus spp., and Ilex spp. shipments from 
Canada arrive with phytosanitary certificates. 

The requirement is intended to pre-
vent the introduction of the box tree moth 
(Cydalima perspectalis) into the United 
States. The pest was first detected in 
Ontario, Canada in August 2018.

All imported material must be free of 
the pest, come from an area where there 
are no reports of the moth, or show no 
signs on a visual inspection. Read the fed-
eral import order at tinyurl.com/wblt9db.

35,000 ADDITIONAL H-2B VISAS 
ISSUED FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020

The U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) has released 35,000 
supplemental temporary H-2B visas for 
the second half of the fiscal year 2020, 
according to a release from the federal 
agency (available at tinyurl.com/uc8fnmg). 
Along with the release of the supplemental 
visas, DHS also announced a series of new 
measures intended to prevent fraud and 
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abuse of the program. 
The agency is releasing 10,000 fewer 

visas than the 45,000 that were previously 
anticipated, as had been reported in The 
Wall Street Journal (tinyurl.com/uyncfdg).

Commonly used by landscape 
companies and others in need of seasonal 
labor, the visas are issued to temporary 
non-agricultural seasonal laborers, and 
are limited nationwide to 66,000 each 
year. The new visas include conditions to 
prevent fraud and abuse, and 10,000 are 
allocated to laborers from Guatemala, El 
Salvador and Honduras.

USDA TO FUND $70 MILLION IN 
PEST AND DISEASE PROJECTS

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) will allocate $70 million in fiscal 
2020 to support 386 projects addressing 

plant pest and disease issues, according to 
an agency release. Of this amount, $15.5 
million will be held for pest and plant 
health emergency response plans, as need-
ed. The USDA Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) is funding the 
program to strengthen and safeguard the 
nation’s agricultural infrastructure. 

In Oregon, $1.13 million will be dis-
bursed to various projects conducted by 
universities and state government agencies. 
Projects listed in the spending plan include 
a nursery survey, outreach and education 
services for nursery growers on boxwood 
blight, sudden oak death field studies, 
plus several individual projects address-
ing thrips, azalea lacebugs, gastropods, 
Asian defoliating moths and others pests. 
Download the nationwide spending plan 
at tinyurl.com/tg7xj2l for more informa-
tion on the funded projects.

NATIONAL GROUP LAUNCHES 
SURVEY ON GARDENING TRENDS

The National Garden Bureau (NGB) 
is conducting a survey of industry members 
on the future of gardening. The survey link 
is www.surveymonkey.com/r/K38X9VQ, and 
all industry members are encouraged to take 
it. Results will be shared with the industry at 
Cultivate’20, in Columbus, Ohio. 

This industry survey is a follow up to 
an October 2019 consumer survey which 
received nearly 2,000 responses from home 
gardeners. The results painted a picture of 
what consumers like, dislike, and are look-
ing forward to in the future for the horti-
culture industry. 

Celebrating its 100th year, the NGB is 
a non-profit organization that disseminates 
basic information for backyard gardeners 
and those who want to garden. Based in 
Downers Grove, Illinois, the goal of 
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Northwest News

the organization is to inspire them to spend 
more time outdoors, enjoying all that nature 
has to offer.

For questions about the survey, con-
tact Diane Blazek, NGB executive director, 
at dblazek@ngb.org.

BIOWORKS RELEASES PERPOSE 
PLUS™ ALGAECIDE/FUNGICIDE

BioWorks has launched a broad-spec-
trum product to prevent and control fun-
gus and algae growth in the nursery and 
greenhouse setting, according to a release 
by the company. 

The product combines stabilizers and 
buffers to suppress phytotoxicity without 
using peracetic or acetic acid, which can 
damage plant tissue. When applied, it 
causes oxidation of the cell membrane of 
endospores, spore cells, fungi and algae.

PERpose Plus is registered for use 
in all states except California and Puerto 
Rico. It is available in 5, 30, 55, and 275 
gallon sizes. Read the full product descrip-
tion on bioworksinc.com.

TREETOWN USA TO SELL 
THROUGH LANDSCAPEHUB

TreeTown USA’s offerings of 
trees, shrubs, groundcovers, roses and 
BoldScape™ perennials will now be 
made available to order through their 
partnership with digital marketplace 
LandscapeHub, according to a release by 
the companies. The direct-to-contractor 
interface gives landscape professional and 
re-wholesalers access to products grown 
by TreeTown USA, which has facilities 
in Oregon. Read the full press release at 
tinyurl.com/raw2k8b.

We keep your
business 
moving.

Transportation Brokers
Intermodal | Refrigerated | Van | Flatbed

503-641-8828
800-333-4434

P.O. Box 91220, Portland, OR 97291
pacwesttransport.com
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WHAT I'M HEARING

Up, down and all around
how I learned to garden.

Is added phosphorus needed?
At a recent meeting of the Portland 

Rose Society, the guest speaker was a rep-
resentative of the society’s custom fertilizer 
manufacturer. They use a formula of 15-10-
10. He talked about why the NPK numbers 
are specific for different plants. 

My understanding is that area soils 
already contain sufficient phosphorus, and 
we may not need to add more. I asked the 
speaker about that and his reply was that 
the issue is controversial and there was not a 
clear answer. 

An accurate response is very dependent 
on the local area in which you are garden-
ing. I pondered his reply and realized that 
the controversy may be more related to the 
effect of the phosphorus on our environment 
than it is to any specific plant.      

Several years ago, in a conversation 
with Harry Landers — who at that time 
was the curator of the Washington Park 
International Rose Test Gardens, in Portland, 
Oregon — I commented on how beautiful 
the garden looked. I asked him what kind 
of fertilizer he was using. His response sur-
prised me. For the past few years, they had 
been using a fertilizer with nitrogen only. 

Harry explained that every two years, 
he had the soil tested from several different 
areas in the park. Each test indicated that the 
phosphorus level was extremely high. Thus, 
he decided to eliminate the phosphate in the 
fertilizer that they use. Looking around the 
garden on that beautiful June day, it was 
hard to dispute his decision.     

The proof is in the soil test
The information that Harry had given 

me seemed to be the opposite of every-
thing that I had learned. When I discussed 
this issue with others, one of the constant 
responses was, “Have you had your soil 
tested?” My answer was no, I had not. 

So, last spring, I had a conversation 
with Brian Pickett, an arborist representa-
tive for Bartlett Tree Experts in Clackamas, 

SOMETIMES POPULAR PHRASES 
never really disappear. They just go 
dormant and then come back again.  

We might refer to them as being recycled, 
but I prefer using the word “dormant” since 
this is a garden column.

The phrase “up, down and all around” 
was commonly used in garden training ses-
sions in the 1970s and 1980s, and of course 
it refers to the three numbers on every fer-
tilizer box or bag. The first number is for 
nitrogen (N), which promotes top growth. 
The second number is for phosphate (P), 
which promotes root growth. And the third 
number is for potassium (K), which is to 
promote the all-around vigor of the plant. I 
thought this phrase had gone dormant until 
several months ago when I saw it referred 
to in an article in the Salem Hardy Plant 
Society newsletter. 

While gardening practices have not 
changed as rapidly as other technolo-
gies — such as computers, cell phones, 
instant messaging, and voice commands 
— technology has impacted the way we 
garden. University scientists are constantly 
researching the way plants grow, and their 
findings frequently impact many of our 
gardening practices. 

Think for a moment about the fertilizer 
we use and how and when we apply it, the 
compost we add to our garden, or the soil 
mixes we use in our containers. Think of the 
sprays we use, or perhaps don’t use. Think 
of the diversity of the plants that we grow. 
Think of how all of these have evolved dur-
ing the past few decades.  

I have been a lifelong gardener, and I 
am always searching for new information to 
improve my garden. Not only do I read new 
research publications, especially those from 
reputable local sources, but I also visit with 
other gardeners to learn what practices they 
are using. Some of those might be applicable 
to my garden as well. 

I would be remiss not to mention that 
many of my longtime gardening practices 
might be based on myths. They still are 
in my gardening database, because that is 

Oregon, and had my garden soil tested. For 
the past several years, I have been using fer-
tilizer products with no phosphorus — either 
blood meal (13-0-0) or feather meal (12-0-0) 
— so I was certain that the phosphorus level 
in my soil would be low. 

As Brian took two soil samples from 
my garden, I was surprised at how deep 
he went to get the soil for the test. I asked 
about this and he said that to have a test on 
the top few inches would not have given an 
accurate reading for our puproses, since the 
shrubs and trees have roots that are growing 
well below this top layer. 

Several weeks later, I recieved the 
results, and my phosphorus level was a 
shock to me. It was very high — almost off 
the chart. Brian said that he has done many 
soil tests and he has never had a phosphorus 
deficiency from soils our area.

With this new information, I am 
rethinking the fertilizer that I use in my gar-
den. I continue to search for information on 
this topic because the research is ongoing. 
The phosphorus topic continues to intrigue 
me. It makes me wonder how many garden 
myths, are simply just that: myths. 

The opportunity for retailers
Most garden centers sell many types of 

fertilizers, including ones with phosphorus. 
All types offer an excellent opportunity for 
staff members to offer educational sessions 
that explain why certain fertilizers work well 
for specific plants. 

This would expand not only the knowl-
edge base of gardeners, but also the sales 
opportunity for the garden center. 

Mike Darcy
Head “plant nerd,” longtime speaker, host of 
gardening shows on radio and TV, and author 

of the In the Garden email newsletter.  
You can reach Mike, or subscribe to his 

newsletter, at itgmikedarcy@comcast.net.
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Visions of white
These white-blooming plants brighten up landscapes

BY TRACY ILENE MILLER

inescapable, including a calming, healing effect. 
“It certainly can be considered Zen,” said P. Annie Kirk, 

owner and landscape designer at Red Bird Restorative Gardens 
(Woodburn, Oregon).

Given the broad range of white-blooming plants, from annuals 
to vines and even trees, in this Part 1 of a two-part article, we focus 
here on nearly half of the top-quality plants growers and designers 
named as strong selections — and why.

Perennials, groundcovers
As the foundation of any garden, white blooming perennials 

offer long-term consistency and bloom.
Eschscholzia californica ‘Alba’ (white California poppy) has 

two growth spurts, reseeds itself, is appreci-
ated by native bees, pairs well with blue 
fescue and is extremely drought tolerant, 
according to Olsson. 

For its architectural height and structure 
— highlighting the middle and back of the 
garden bed — she uses the 1–2 foot dwarf 
Lupinus ‘Gallery White’ (lupine). It mixes 
well with other flowers like poppies, and 
bees, butterflies, and hummingbirds love it.

Taking a little more sun, the 

BLOOMS COME IN ALL variations of color and hue, 
but there is a special place for white blooms in a garden 
or landscape.

“White goes with everything,” said Justin Hancock, senior 
director of marketing at Monrovia Nursery (multiple growing loca-
tions, including Dayton, Oregon). “It blends with soft colors, cools 
down hot colors and it’s an all-around ideal color.”

White blooms can also be important as architectural ele-
ments and for drawing attention to sunlight in both lighted and 
shady areas.

“I like to use white blooms for specific contrast or captur-
ing backlight,” said Roxy Olsson, a landscape designer at retailer 
Farmington Gardens (Beaverton, Oregon). Planted in front of a 
window, looking from inside to outside, they 
can capture light in the evening glow, and for 
darker spaces in the garden, white blooms 
promote interest.

Many white blooming plants also offer 
fragrance and food for insects and birds and 
can extend seasonal interest, often as the 
first flowers in late winter and early spring. 
While white in the garden is sometimes 
overlooked, Hancock said, designers and 
growers agreed it has a multifunction that is 

Visions of white: A series 
on white blooming plants
This month: Perennials, 
groundcovers, bulbs, vines, 
edbiles and Hydrangeas
June: Woody trees and shrubs

P A R T  1  O F  2

Chamaemelum nobile ‘Flore Pleno’.
PHOTO COURTESY OF  BLOOMING NURSERY

White blooms take a strong lead 
in a landscape design by Kip 
Nordstrom, garden designer and 
owner of Hearth n’ Soul (Lake 
Oswego, Oregon). PHOTO COURTESY OF 

HEARTH N' SOUL
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Visions of white

2–2½ feet Physostegia virginiana ‘Miss 
Manners’ (obedient plant) will grow sum-
mer to early fall in moist soil and works 
as a good cut flower. “It is adaptable, but 
not drought-tolerant,” Olsson said. “It 
likes periodic wetness.”

Lewisia cotyledon ‘Alba’ (white bitter-
root) blooms in winter and different times 
of year, Olsson said. This 6-inch native suc-
culent is meant for well-drained situations, 
including pots.

Leucanthemum ‘Shortstop’ (Shortstop™ 
Shasta daisy) hits the nostalgia trend, accord-
ing to Hancock. It’s easy to grow, resistant to 
some fungi, and has a long bloom time for 
a daisy. It is a smaller 1–2 foot size for con-
tainer or garden growing, and attracts pol-
linators. Hancock also believes the evergreen, 
1–2 feet Agapanthus ‘Double Diamond’ 
does not get the attention it deserves, partly 
because the genus is synonymous with laven-
der blue. “But it is fun, with double flowers, 
a little showier, a little more compact, good 
for urban spaces and a longer bloom, so 
more bloom for enjoyment,” he said.

A more recent addition to her white 
blooming repertoire, Fuchsia magellanica 
‘Hawkshead’ is perfect for part-shade 
situations that need easy care, said Kip 
Nordstrom, garden designer and owner of 
Hearth n’ Soul (Lake Oswego, Oregon). 
She called it an “outstanding” evergreen 
performer with consistent blooms from 
summer through late fall on a hardy, fast-
growing 4 foot by 4 foot plant that needs 
consistent moisture.  

Another tried-and-true plant is 
Hosta plantaginea ‘Venus’, according to 
Nordstrom. With “gorgeous” and fragrant 
double-flowers on a compact 20-inch 
by 35-inch plant, it is good for covering 
shady ground.

Sometimes Nordstrom wants to tidy the 
3–7 foot Veronicastrum virginicum (Culver’s 
root), but she doesn’t dare because the bees 
(and other pollinators) love it. “It only 
blooms once in the summer, but they last at 
least a month,” she said.

Gardeners much watch Anemone × 
hybrida ‘Honorine Jobert’ carefully because 
it will naturalize and spread, but the “stun-
ning” 2–5 foot tall plant that blooms in late 

July and lasts into October. It is Nordstrom’s 
favorite white-flowering plant. “It always 
has something happening for months on 
end,” she said. 

Although she uses a lot of white pansies 
for customers who want a winter container 
garden, she turns to Helleborus niger ‘HGC 
Jacob’ (Christmas rose) for its months-long 
blooms from November through February. 
She later transfers it into the summer 
garden for permanent planting. That, or 
Helleborus niger ‘HGC Josef Lemper’, which 
is interchangeable because both cultivars 
perform strongly. 

Kirk is also a fan of ‘Jacob’ for its 
longevity and because the flower heads face 
up. “You do need to be mindful of expo-
sure; too hot will burn it; too moist, it will 
fail,” she said.

For trouble-free flowers, Grace 
Dinsdale, founder and owner at Blooming 
Nursery (Cornelius, Oregon), points to 
Gaura ‘So White’ (Wand Flower), one of her 
nursery’s bestsellers. “This one is 18 inches, 
a good medium height,” she said. She likes it 
better than the more recently released shorter 
versions. “It provides more utility in combi-
nation pots and in the front of the border.”

Also in the border, Phlox paniculata 
‘David’ is a standout 3-foot-tall variety with 
a rounded dome of florets. Dinsdale recom-
mends it for moist areas, and considers it one 
of the cleanest phlox she’s found. “It has a 
wonderfully billowy element that looks good 
with everything, even if next to something 
spiky.” It’s fragrant, needs limited deadhead-
ing, blooms July through September and is a 
good cut flower.

Another fragrant flower, Cimicifuga 
‘Hillside Black Beauty’ (Bugbane), loves 
moisture and has tall, white, narrow 4–5 
foot flowers and feathery, dark-colored foli-
age. Mostly people include it for the foliage 
because there’s not a huge display, according 
to Dinsdale. “But, it is good for cut flowers, 
deer resistant, attracts birds and bees, and 
blooms summer into fall.”

Dropping back to the ground, 
Chamaemelum nobile ‘Flore Pleno’ (double-
flowered Roman chamomile) bears one-inch 
wide bold flowers with finer foliage than 
the annual Matricaria chamomilla used for 

Phlox paniculata ‘David’
PHOTO COURTESY OF  BLOOMING NURSERY

Cimicifuga ‘Hillside Black Beauty’
PHOTO COURTESY OF  BLOOMING NURSERY
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making tea. “Planted as a lawn, it needs to 
be mown before it’s in full bloom,” Dinsdale 
said. Maintenance keeps it from becoming 
rangy, but it is easy to care for in hot, dry 
and sunny locations.

At 18-inches in a shady area, Beesia del-
tophylla (false bugbane) has evergreen 
leaves, and small stacks of white blooms like 
Heuchera, according to Kirk. But, the leaves 
stay on longer. In a medium-wet area, she 
might pair it with Astilbe and Sarcococca 
spp. (sweet box), variegated Hosta and fern 
or Fragraria for a woodland feel. 

“The sweetness of Sarcococca, which 
is blooming right now, is that you step out-
side and you ask, ‘What is that phenomenal 
smell?’” Kirk said.

Bulbs
Leucojum aestivum (summer snow-

flake) actually flowers in late spring, natural-
izes beautifully, and is one of Kirk’s favorites 
— white with a touch of green, providing 
more than one look.And Galanthus nivalis 
(snow drops), at 5–7 inches, appears in just 
about every one of her designs because the 
white in the flowers is particularly reflective, 
beautiful and bright.

Triteleia hyacinthina (white brodiaea) 
is a lily reminiscent of agapanthus in flower 
shape but on a smaller scale. “It fantastic 
when planted in clusters,” Olsson said. 
When it bends back and forth, it gives a 
sense of movement and character. The bulb 
is also a food crop of First Nations people of 
the Willamette Valley.

Vines
Schizophragma elliptifolium ‘MonHart’ 

(Lacy Hearts™ hydrangea vine), with its 
gray-green heart-shaped leaves with white 
edges, answers the trend toward variegated 
foliage. It bears white lacecap flowers in the 
summer, according to Hancock. For adding 
privacy or covering an old wall, it’s a beauti-
ful backdrop all summer long, and also tol-
erates some shade. Holboellia brachyandra 
‘HWJ1023’ (Heavenly Ascent® Holboellia) 
has rich green evergreen foliage and deeply 
fragrant, waxy white flowers that, when pol-
linated, produce ornamental fruit. It is not 
self-clinging and needs support for its 

Triteleia hyacinthina
PHOTO COURTESY OF  FARMINGTON GARDENS
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up-to-20-foot size. “It’s on the bigger size, 
but won’t get like wisteria,” Handcock said.

As far as Kirk is concerned, nothing 
beats Clematis armandii (Evergreen clematis) 
— its fragrance, its showiness and masses of 
star-shaped flowers.

Edibles
“Every human being should grow sesa-

me once,” said Brie Arthur, garden designer, 
horticulturist and author out of Raleigh-
Durham, North Carolina. “It’s like a white 
foxglove that blooms all summer.” It’s a 
robust plant, pollinator friendly, and “would 
be a fantastic plant for garden centers to 
grow and sell a small amount.”

Lagenaria siceraria (cucuzzi squash) 
is one of Arthur’s favorite squash plants to 
grow for not only the fruit but also the white 
flowers that open at night. Trichosanthes 
cucumerina (snake gourd) also has giant 

white flowers, and works as a screen or 
architectural element when attached to an 
arbor or fence. 

Eruca vesicaria ssp. sativa (arugula) is 
practical to grow because it is edible, accord-
ing to Arthur. A spicy deterrent for browsing 
mammals, the flowers are beautiful when 
they bolt in spring, providing nectar for pol-
linators at a time when it is scarce.

Hydrangea
On any list of white blooming plants, 

rising to the top is hydrangea, of which 
there are dozens of varieties. Arthur is 
partial to the hardy Hydrangea paniculata 
‘Bokrathirteen’ SWEET SUMMER, a smaller 
variety at 6½ feet, bursting with large, green 
blooms that mature into white with strong 
stems that are good for cuttings. She uses 
it to stud her Christmas tree with flow-
ers. Culling the stems for this use is a great 

excuse to trim the shrub, she said.
Arthur also mentions the reliable 

bloomer (even in cold climates) Hydrangea 
arborescens ‘Annabelle’ (smooth hydran-
gea), which is adaptable nationwide. It is a 
rounded and somewhat compact 3–5 feet, 
with blooms in early summer and sometimes 
again in fall.

Nordstrom said ‘Annabelle’ is particu-
larly good for those sun-shade locations 
in the garden, because a half-day of sun 
is the cure for it flopping over. She uses 
‘Annabelle’ for its compactness as well as 
the newer varieties ‘Bombshell’ and ‘Bobo’. 
“Everyone doesn’t have room to put big 
hydrangeas in,” Nordstrom said. The small-
er ones work nicely even placed on both 
sides of a pathway.

Hancock said Monrovia’s Candy 
Apple™ Hydrangea, at 4 –4½ feet, is a 
much smaller version of ‘Limelight’. It fits 
into smaller gardens, blooms on newer 
wood, requires no pruning like H. macro-
phylla, offers season-long interest and is a 
good cut flower. 

The drama of contrasting colors is on 
display with H. macrophylla ‘Zebra’, a mop-
head variety that is 3–4 feet high and wide, 
with sparkling white blooms on black stems. 
“The juxtaposition of the black and white 
makes it a knockout,” Dinsdale said. She 
calls it “lustrous” at the nursery.

Another compact grower, H. quercifolia 
‘Pee Wee’, is multifunctional, according to 
Kirk. “It attracts wildlife and has blooms 
that I can use in my home dried or not, and 
I can leave it for cover for the bushtits, while 
enjoying that sort of russet color that the 
flowers turn,” she said. “When that jade leaf 
starts to turn in fall, stand back for orange, 
red and burgundy colors.”

Given the great number of white 
blooming plants, no one article can include 
them all. Check back, in the June issue of 
Digger, when we continue to review the 
top performers, and trend-setters, and focus 
exclusively in Part 2 on woody plants. 

Tracy Ilene Miller is a freelance writer 
and editor who covers several topics, 
including gardening. She can be reached 
at tracyilenemiller@gmail.com.

Visions of white

Sesamum indicum
PHOTO COURTESY OF  BRIE ARTHUR

Hydrangea macrophylla ‘Zebra’
PHOTO COURTESY OF  BLOOMING NURSERY

Hydrangea paniculata ‘Bombshell’
PHOTO COURTESY OF  BLOOMING NURSERY
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Mastering the merge
Nurseries share the benefits of integrating  

wholesale and retail in one operation

STORY BY JON BELL  /  PHOTOS BY BILL GOLOSKI

IT WAS 38 YEARS ago and 
Grace Dinsdale had just launched 
Blooming Nursery, a wholesale 

nursery in Cornelius, Oregon; just 
west of Hillsboro. Her goal from 
the get-go had been to operate as a 
wholesale nursery that could supply 
the industry with a full spectrum of 
plant material, from perennials and 
ground covers to ornamental grasses, 
shrubs and vines. 

But as with a lot of startup 
entrepreneurs, Dinsdale found herself 
early on in need of some extra cash 
to get the business up off the ground. 

Her solution? Retail. 
“When you start a business, it’s 

very tough,” she said. “We needed 
some cash, so we opened to retail 
almost right away.” 

But Dinsdale’s approach wasn’t 
necessarily your standard retail strategy. 

Instead, she found a big piece of plywood, 
painted it gray and then added big red letters 

that said “Huge Garden Plant Sale.” She put it 
at the end of her driveway to draw in customers, 

essentially kicking off her version of being a vertically 
integrated nursery business. 

“I think I just saw that old sign around here somewhere 
not too long ago,” she said. 

The nursery industry has traditionally found itself split largely 

into two categories: wholesale and retail. For many, that sector-
focused approach works just fine. But others in the business, like 
Dinsdale, have gone the way of vertical integration, growing their 
own plants that can be sold either on a wholesale basis or through a 
retail channel. It’s a model that’s often much more complicated than 
a straight-forward retail or wholesale one, but it’s also a model that 
can flourish when it’s done just right. 

“It’s a constant balancing act,” Dinsdale said. 

A popular business model
According to Sid Raisch, president of Horticultural Advantage, 

an Ohio-based garden and retail consultancy, vertical integration was 
a popular business model in the nursery industry for decades. 

Prior to the 1960s, it was typical for nursery businesses to have 
greenhouses that they’d fire up in February to start growing. They’d 
begin selling as a retailer in April, May and June, and then be ready 
to close up shop for the season in July. Another popular model 
would have been a landscaping service that had its own nursery as a 
way to grow material to use for customers’ landscaping projects. 

“The wholesale side of it was more the liner business that would 
grow starters and sell them to other nurseries,” Raisch said. 

Consolidation in the nursery business, as well as the rise of 
the big box store and other changes in the market, eventually led 
to shifts across the industry. The result was that many nurseries 
ended up focusing on either the retail side of the business or the 
wholesale side. 

But as it is with most businesses, one size does not fit all for 
nurseries, and while some do still find the most success sticking with 
a wholesale or retail focus, others have made their way through verti-
cal integration. 

In 1989, Linda Hockersmith-Eshraghi started her name-
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sake nursery, Eshraghi Nursery, 
with a single greenhouse in 

Hillsboro for selling plants wholesale. 
According to Eric Prescott, current man-

ager of Eshraghi’s retail arm, Farmington 
Gardens, the retail side of the business 
literally started when passersby would see 
Eshraghi and her husband working at the 
nursery, then stop and ask if their plants 
were available for purchase. 

A few years later, Eshraghi launched 
Farmington Gardens, first as a small retail 
booth and then as a full-fledged retail garden 
center to handle retail sales for the nursery. 
Prescott said that today, about 85 percent of 
Farmington’s inventory comes directly from 
Eshraghi, which is renowned for its Japanese 
maples, conifers and other shrubs. The bal-
ance, in the form of bedding plants, annuals 
and perennials, comes from other nurseries. 

Prescott said even though Farmington 

and Eshraghi are different businesses, the 
fact that most of Farmington’s inventory 
comes from Eshraghi — and is branded as 
such — resonates with customers. 

“I think we are noted for carrying the 
Eshraghi brand,” he said. “Eshraghi has a 
very well-known brand. We’re affiliated with 
that, and I think customers like that and they 
see that they are our main supplier.”

Similar to what happened at Eshraghi 
Nursery, Maurice Horn said people kept 
driving up the driveway of Joy Creek 
Nursery in Scappoose, Oregon soon after he 
and his business partners opened it in 1992 
as a nursery focused on mail-order business. 

“We had no desire to do retail,” he 
said, “but by year two, people just kept driv-
ing up our driveway.” 

Joy Creek grew its gardens across four 
acres and did a fair amount of cutting and 
seed gathering to be able to offer plants 

that not many others in the Northwest 
could. And because there was interest from 
customers to come out and shop retail, the 
nursery ended up with a retail yard in addi-
tion to its mail-order business. In addition, 
it also launched a landscaping business, 
which is supplied by the nursery, and a 
maintenance business. 

“It’s all very integrated,” Horn said. 
“I think this is more vertical than we ever 
thought we’d go.”

In and out of retail
After her initial go at having a retail 

side to her business — the one advertised by 
the big sign — Dinsdale decided to shut it 
down after about eight years. She said that 
the retail and wholesale businesses don’t mix 
well on the same property. Retail customers 
like to come and shop leisurely, while the 
wholesale business can be hectic and busy. 

WHOLESALE GROWERS OF
Fruit, Flowering & Shade Trees

Deciduous Shrubs
Espalier Apple & Pear

Combination Fruit Trees
Dwarf Fruit Cherries on Gisela™

Frost Peach®

Mt. Vernon, WA
(360) 848-5151 Fax (360) 848-5959

biringernursery@msn.com
www.biringernursery.com

Call 503-838-1830
to schedule a delivery

Quality Bark at Quality Bark at 
Wholesale PricesWholesale Prices

Marr Bros. Bark has been serving the area with quality 
products and competitive pricing for over 30 years. And we 

deliver anywhere in the Willamette Valley!

When you want the best ...When you want the best ...
Marr Bros. is your only choice!Marr Bros. is your only choice!

Fir and Hemlock Bark • Sawdust
Compost • Hog Fuel • Fines

Rock, Chips, Bark Rock

Conveniently located at: 
875 S. Pacific Hwy, Monmouth, Ore.

Mastering the merge Previous page: Farmington Gardens operates 
retail locations in Beaverton (top, right) and 

Hillsboro (top, left), Oregon that are partially stocked 
with products of Eshraghi Nursery (bottom, right). 

Blooming Junction (bottom, left) in Hillsboro stocks many 
conifers from the Blooming Nursery operation.

This page: Farmington Gardens stocks a large vareity of season 
plant products to meet the needs of home gardeners. 
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But shutting down the retail business 
didn’t sit well with her customers. She shifted 
to a model where she’d have two big retail 
sales each year. That proved to be too hard 
on her staff, so she ended that after three or 
four years and went full wholesale for the 
next decade or so. 

When the liner market shifted toward 
unrooted cuttings and tissue culturing, 
Blooming Nursery shut down its liner 
branch; around the same time, the company 
also switched to a new software system that 
made it less conducive for landscapers to 
browse the nursery’s inventory on-site. 

Those two factors led Dinsdale on a 
hunt for a second location where she could 
have a landscaper sales yard. She found it in 
2007, about 15 minutes north of the whole-
sale location, but the Great Recession kept 
her from doing anything with the property 
until about 2012. 

In 2013, she opened the new site as 
Blooming Junction, which has grown into 
a retail outlet and garden center that sells 
plants and produce. Dinsdale has expanded 
Blooming Junction’s food offerings and has 
been developing a grocery called “Natural 
Grocery and Farm Store” that also has an 
educational component, as well. 

She said that even though having both 
a wholesale and retail business is much 
more work, the benefits of being vertically 
integrated have been many. For starters, 
nurseries that are vertically integrated are 
able to share resources in some instances. 
For example, Dinsdale said her locations are 
occasionally able to share equipment and 
labor, though she tries not to move people 
back and forth too often. 

In her early days, Dinsdale used 
to work the farmers’ market circuit on 
weekends. That interaction with customers 
was incredibly helpful to her in her 
wholesale business. 

“I really valued that interface with the 
end-users and the information I got back 
from them,” she said. “When I quit doing 
that, I was concerned about losing that con-
nection with the end-user. Now I have that 
with our retail operation.” 

On the flip side, because Blooming 
Junction receives plants from Blooming 
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Nursery, Dinsdale is also able 
to glean some insight on what 
it’s like to be a customer of the 
wholesale business. 

“We understand the experience 
of what it’s like to receive plants from 
Blooming Nursery,” she said. “It really helps 
us in understanding the pain of being on the 
retail garden center side and what we can do 
to make it easier.” 

A dependable supply
Another benefit to integration, accord-

ing to Raisch, is having access to a steady 
and dedicated supply of wholesale material. 
Growers have been shutting down, consoli-
dating and even converting to new crops 
such as hemp, tightening the supply chain. 

“It is very challenging to get supply if 
you are a retailer,” he said. “The retailer 
has an increasingly difficult time getting 
the product they want, and that’s not just 
now but those are the projections for the 
future, too.” 

On top of that consideration, Raisch 
said the way the nursery industry is evolving 
could open up some opportunities for nurs-
eries who have been toying with the idea of 
vertically integrating. Specifically, he said 
that a lot of wholesale growers who don’t 
have a second or third generation interested 
in taking over the business are looking for 
an exit; likewise, small independent retail-
ers who’ve had a hard go of it may also be 
searching for a way out. 

Nurseries who have been looking to 
vertically integrate by adding a wholesale or 
retail branch would be wise, Raisch said, to 
reach out to those operators. 

“I think they’d be surprised how many 
might be interested in selling,” he said. 
“Don’t be afraid to ask if that’s what you 
are interested in doing. Don’t wait for them 
to put a sign up.” 

Jon Bell is a freelance journalist who writes 
about everything from craft beer and real 
estate to the great outdoors. His website is 
www.jbellink.com. He can be reached at 
jontbell@comcast.net.

Conifers from 
Eshraghi stand 
ready for 
irrigation on 
Farmington 
Gardens. 

Mastering 
the merge
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EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

1. Select Standard or Display Classified formats.
2. Determine general heading and subhead that ad runs under:
 •  General: “Employment,” “Plant Material,”“Service/Supply,” “Real Estate.”
 •  Subheads run under general headings. Create your own, but be general: 

“Conifers,” “Liners,” “Equipment,” etc.
3. Indicate number of months ad runs.
4.  Indicate any blind box for confidential replies. We assign number and  

mail any responses.
5. Compose ad. Designate headlines.
6. Email ad by deadline, April 10 for the March issue.
7. We bill after publication.
8. We reserve right to edit ads for content.

Classified Line Ad
• $35/column inch for OAN members / $55 for nonmembers.
•  Regular, one-column, standard typeface, approximately 28–38 characters 

per line, 7 lines per inch. Use headlines, bold, italics and special characters.
• Corporate logo (black & white) $30 additional charge.

Classified Display Ad (plus production charges @ $69/hour)
•  $45/column inch for OAN members / $71 for nonmembers.
•  Use logos, display type, borders, screens or reverses.
•  Electronic ad files can be supplied. Call for production details.

Digger Classifieds
29751 S.W. Town Center Loop W., Wilsonville, OR 97070
Phone 503-682-5089 • Fax 503-682-5727 • Email: advertising@oan.org

CLASSIFIEDS

DECIDUOUS TREE GROWER
Wholesale deciduous tree nursery 
located in Milton-Freewater, OR 
is seeking a full-time grower with 
experience in tree production. 
Applicant must be fluent in Spanish 
and English, both reading and 
writing, and have proven supervisory/
management skills.

Ideal candidate will be self-motivated 
and quality-driven, be honest, a team 
player, trustworthy and possess a high 
work ethic standard. Five plus years of 
horticultural education and/or work-
related experience is preferred. Valid 
driver’s license required.

Moving and/or housing assistance 
may be available. Wage DOE with full 
company benefits.

Mail, fax, or email your resume to:
J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.

Attn: Human Resources
P.O. Box 189

Boring, OR 97009
Fax: 503-512-2209

Email: dianar@jfschmidt.com

OFFICE ASSISTANT
A mid-sized wholesale grower of 
annuals and perennials in Portland is 
looking for an Office Assistant to 
answer phones, assist with taking 
plant orders, check out customers 
and other basic office duties. Assist 
with monitoring of plant inventory by 
counting, evaluating plant readiness and 
entering collected data into system.

Experience in retail or wholesale 
nursery industry is desirable. SBI a 
plus. Must have an upbeat attitude, 
be a reliable and motivated team 
player and be willing to learn. This 
position will require working seven 
days a week during the peak season.

Please email your resume and cover 
letter to DiggerJobs@oan.org with 
Blind Box A in the subject line.

SALES REPRESENTATIVE – 
NEW JERSEY & NEW YORK

Iseli Nursery in Boring, Oregon, a 
producer of container and field-
grown Conifers and Japanese Maples, 
is accepting applications for a Sales 
Representative to service New Jersey 
and Long Island, NY.

Qualified applicants will maintain 
the existing customer base, as well 
as develop new accounts, while 
residing in the territory. Applicants 
must be self-motivated, attentive 
to detai ls ,  & possess honed 
communication skills. Experience 
selling nursery product in the 
territory preferred but not required.

In addition to commission-based 
compensation, this position provides 
a total rewards package that includes 
medical and a full suite of ancillary 
benefits, along with 401(k) with a 
matching employer contribution, as 
well as positive work environment.  

Candidates can email a cover letter 
and resume to:
Alicia Fernandez – Human Resources

afernandez@iselinursery.com 
(503) 663-3822 (Ext 231)

HELP WANTED
For jobs and key employees 
throughout California and the 
Northwest, call Florasearch, Inc. 
You know us. For more than three 
decades we have been bringing 
together key people and excellent 
companies in the nursery and 
greenhouse industries and allied 
trades. Check our references. 
Confidential. Employer pays fee.

 Florasearch, Inc.
1740 Lake Markham Rd.

Sanford, FL  32771
Ph (407) 320-8177
Fx (407) 320-8083 

Website: www.florasearch.com 
Email: search@florasearch.com

 

ACCOUNTING MANAGER
Do you love the nursery industry? 
Are you ready to be involved with 
assisting in the reinvention of 
accounting policies and processes? 
We are searching for a highly 
skilled Accounting Manager with 
exceptional technology skills to 
manage accounting processes in 
Cornelius, Oregon for our Rio Verde 
and Schwope Brothers Tree Farm West 
Coast locations.
If you have a strong sense of urgency 
and the ability to multi-task with a 
high attention to detail and accuracy, 
then we want to hear from you!
Key Responsibilities:
1.  Transaction Management: 
Process and record accounts payable 
transactions accurately and timely. 
Manage accounts receivable to 
include reconciliations, processing 
credit applications, and collection 
calls. Reconcile bank accounts, make 
monthly journal entries, and reconcile 
all general ledger accounts as part of 
the month end close. Process payroll 
through ADP.
2.  Accounting Resource: You will be 
one of the accounting department’s 
go-to persons to manage accounting 
processes and act as a liaison to the 
DCA Outdoor accounting office. You 
will support accounting processes 
for both locations while being a site 
resource for employees and multi-
levels of leadership. You will utilize 
your GAAP compliance knowledge to 
assist in the analysis, interpretation and 
control of the accounting function.  

3.  Financial Statements and 
Report ing:  Review financial 
statements to ensure accurate 
accounting and financial reporting. 
Perform analytical reviews of the 
Company’s financial statements (vs 
prior year, budget, trend, etc.) and 
investigate and provide explanations 
on identified variances.
Minimum Qualifications:
• BS in Accounting or Finance. CPA or 

similar designation is a plus
• 3-5 years’ experience at a small 

to mid-size company where 
you’ve handled most/all aspects of 
accounting  

• Production or distribution experience 
required

• Advanced computer skills: previous 
experience with an ERP with a 
proficiency in Excel is required

• Prior experience with QuickBooks
• ADP Workforce Now or a similar 

payroll and HR system
• Proficiency in the use of Microsoft 

Office products
Application Requirements:
• To submit your appl icat ion 

for this position, please visit  
www.dcaoutdoor.com/careers

• Completion of Culture Index 
Survey: Without survey completion, 
your application is considered 
incomplete and will not be 
considered. Copy and paste the 
following into your browser:   
www.cindexinc.com/c/A550CC 

(continued next column)

Hiring? Work with us!

Digger magazine employment 
classifieds are THE go-to resource 
for skilled nursery professionals 
in search of their next opportu-
nity — and companies in search 
of the perfect team member.

To place an ad, contact Blair Thompson at  
503-682-5089 or ads@oan.org.
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JOURNEYMAN MECHANIC – 
BORING, OR

Large wholesale nursery is seeking 
a ski l led and self-motivated 
Journeyman Mechanic to join our 
team in our repair shop located in 
Boring, OR.

Applicant must have a valid driver’s 
license and insurable driving record. 
Candidate must have the ability 
to work independently and assist 
other mechanics in the repair and 
maintenance of vehicles, tractors, 
forklifts, farm equipment and 
implements for a large variety of 
repairs, diagnosis and general service 
and upkeep.

Required experience:
General Service, Gasoline/Diesel/
LPG Engine Repair and Diag., 
Clutch/Transmission and associated 
component replacement (Tractor and 
Vehicles), Brake systems (Hydraulic 
and Air), Heavy Equipment Repair 
and Service including drive systems, 
Electrical Systems and wiring, Hydraulic 
systems and cylinders, some level of 
experience with farm equipment.

Any additional experience in welding 
and/or fabrication is a plus as well 
as familiarity with diverse farm/
nursery implements or tire repair and 
replacement on vehicles/tractors.
Cand ida te  w i l l  have  good 
communication and organizational 
skills, be highly motivated and goal 
oriented as well as being aware of 
and practicing safety in the workplace.
Candidate must also possess 
knowledge of electronic diagnostic 
equipment and be open to further 
training and use of electronic data and 
labor management software platforms.
The ability to maintain accurate 
records by recording service and 
repairs completed with parts and 
product usage is vital to the position.
Must be able to handle and carry 
objects up to 80 lbs.

We maintain a drug-free workplace. 
This is a full-time position with 
excellent company benefits. Work 
hours are 40+ hours per week and are 
conducted inside of a shop but may 
require outdoor work in potentially 
inclement conditions out in the fields 
of the nursery at times. Opportunities 
for advancement; wage DOE.

Mail, fax, or email your resume to:
J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.

Attn: Human Resources
9500 SE 327th Ave.
Boring, OR 97009
Fax: 503-512-2209

Email: dianar@jfschmidt.com

EMPLOYMENT AD INDEXEMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

We are always looking for career oriented skilled sta�. 
Our operations include wholesale growing, shipping, 
landscape contractor sales, and retail nursery. If you 
have the interest and skills needed to be a part of our 
team, please apply. We are growers of container and 
�eld grown ornamentals. 

We are looking for people in the following areas:
•    Sales / Customer Service (Wholesale/Retail)
•    Production / Growers / Supervisors
•    Shipping & Receiving
•    Inventory / O�ce Mgmt & Admin / Purchasing
•    Pesticide / IPM Managers & Applicators
•    Irrigation Management / Skilled Laborers
•    Outside sales throughout U.S. & Canada
•    Controller / Accounting Manager
•    Horticultural Website Developer

Applicants with speci�c work experience or education 
in the nursery industry is desired. Computer skills, 
Spanish / English bilingual, plant ID knowledge and 
equipment operation skills also preferred.

Pay commensurate with experience. Bene�ts to 
include: Paid vacation and sick leave, paid holidays, 
medical and dental insurance. Respond with resume 
to hr@loennursery.com to the speci�c job for 
which you qualify. 

For more information, please visit us online at
www.loennursery.com

Get             for FREE!
Subscribe today!

NAME

COMPANY

ADDRESS

ADDRESS (LINE 2)

CITY    STATE ZIP

PHONE

EMAIL

Tell us more about you 
(check all that apply)

¨ Wholesaler ¨ Retailer

¨ Grower

¨ Garden Center (Owner, staff, etc)

¨ Greenhouse (Owner, staff, etc.)

¨ Mail Order/Internet Sales

¨ Landscape professional

 ¨ Architect ¨ Contractor

 ¨ Designer ¨ Maintenance

¨ Re-wholesaler/Broker

¨ Arborist/Tree Service

¨ Educator/Researcher

¨ Student

¨ Allied Service/Supplier

¨ Other ________________________

Complete and return this form by mail:

TO: Oregon Association of Nurseries 
29751 SW Town Center Loop West 
Wilsonville, OR 97070

You may also subscribe online at  

www.diggermagazine.com

ANNUAL COST: $0.00

SUBSCRIBER DETAILS

PRODUCTION SUPERVISOR/
MANAGER

New and exciting specialty nursery 
relocating to the Canby/Woodburn 
area on 20+ acres. Looking for a 
participative, hands-on, frontline 
Production Supervisor/Manager 
to supervise the planting and day-
to-day production functions. Will 
directly supervise 12-15+ people 
and report to the General Manager.

P o s i t i o n  r e q u i r e s :  G o o d 
communication & people skills – 
bilingual in Spanish helpful; Some 
computer literacy – Excel, Word & 
Email; 5-7+ years of experience; 
G r o w i n g  k n o w l e d g e  a n d 
experience helpful but not required. 

This individual needs to be self-
motivated, trustworthy and have 
the ability to work independently 
with a sense of urgency to get the 
job done. This is a full-time, year-
round position with benefits.

To apply,  p lease send cover 
letter and resume or information 
outl ining your experience to 
DiggerJobs@oan.org with Blind Box 
B in the subject line.

.
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Want to 
post a job? 

Contact Blair Thompson 
503-582-2012 or 

bthompson@oan.org 

Bare Root Native Plants
Acer, Alnus, Amelanchier, Betula, 

Conifers, Cornus, Fraxinus, 
Holodiscus, Lonicera, Mahonia,

Malus, Physocarpus, 
Populus, Rosa, Salix, 

Spiraea, Symphoricarpos, 
Wetland Plants

 
Over 300 species of

source identified natives

Fourth Corner
Nurseries

sales@fourthcornernurseries.com
P: 800-416-8640

fourthcornernurseries.com

Specimen size
BAMBOO

over 30 feet tall
available

•Clumping Bamboo
•Large diversity 

•Quality wholesale plants
•We carry bamboo barrier

HDPE 30” x 60 mil
Controls running bamboo

(503) 647-2700
www.bamboogarden.com
bamboo@bamboogarden.com

 

PLANT MATERIALPLANT MATERIAL PLANT MATERIAL PLANT MATERIAL

Pacific NW  
Native Plants

Container  •  B&B  •  Bareroot
Environmental & Ecological 

Re-vegetation Landscape Contractor
Native Trees & Shrubs 

Groundcovers
Wetland & Riparian Plants

Conifers & Deciduous Trees

Contract & custom growing year-round

A Valley 
Growers 
Nursery

503-651-3535  •  FAX 503-651-3044
www.valleygrowers.com
vlygrwrs@web-ster.com

Hubbard, OR  •  OR and WA Certified D/WBE Company

Northwest Natives

Native, Wetland 
and 

Ground Cover 
Specialist
Growers of 

Quality, Healthy,  
Ready-to-Sell Plants.

Phone: 503-632-4787 
Fax: 503-632-5412
CONTRACT GROWING 

YEAR ROUND
21200 S. Ferguson Rd. 
Beavercreek, OR 97004

www.beaverlakenursery.com

BEAVERLAKEBEAVERLAKE
N U R S E R Y

Bareroot & Container Grown
Understock & Rooted Cuttings

Bareroot Seedlings
Acer, Amelanchier, Betula, Cercis, Malus,

Populus, Prunus, Pyrus, Zelkova

Rooted Cuttings
Acer rubrum, Betula, Platanus, Prunus & Ulmus

Band Pot Grown
Acer, Carpinus, Cornus, Fagus, Liquidambar,

Nyssa, Quercus, Syringa

Over 175 Varieties

Salem, Oregon      877-490-7844  
jlpnliners.com  • info@jlpnliners.com 

JAPANESE MAPLES
Bloodgood & Laceleaf maples for sale 
in Sandy, OR. 1-20 gallon size.

Call or email: 503-349-9321
kdnursery@gmail.com

 

HICKENLOOPER GARDENS
We have a lot to offer!

Specializing in: 
Hosta 

Winter Jewels Hellebores 
Hardy Fuchsia 

Heuchera 
Ferns  

Contact us for an availability list.
www.hickenlooper-gardens.com 

Phone: 503-949-5723 
Fax: 541-327-2011 

benhickenlooper@icloud.com
 

SCHURTER NURSERY
Arborvitae - Emerald green 
Container-grown Boxwoods

Green Giants  
Otto Luyken • Skip Laurel 

Various Sizes & Varieties 
503-932-8006

CLEARWATER GROWERS

ROOTED CUTTINGS / PLUGS: 
Carex; Deschampsia caespitosa; Juncus; 

Scirpus; Thuja o. - ‘Emerald Green’ 
LINERS: 

Arctostaphylos - ‘Mass’; Carex; 
Ceanothus g. ‘Pt Reyes’; Cotoneaster - 
‘Lowfast‘/ ‘Coral Beauty’; Deschampsia 
caespitosa; Fragaria; Juncus; Liriope m. 

‘Big Blue’; Liriope spicata; Mahonia; 
Pachysandra; Pennisetum; Polystichum; 

Rubus c. Sarcococca; Thuja o. – 
Emerald Green’; 'Green Giant'; Vinca 

1 gal availability 
Arctostaphylos - ‘Mass’; Calamagrostis; 
Carex; Cotoneaster dammeri - ‘Coral 

Beauty’ / ‘Lowfast’; Deschampsia; 
Festuca; Fragaria; Helictotrichon 

sempervirens; Juncus; Liriope; Mahonia; 
Pennisetum; Rubus; Sarcococca; Vinca 

Custom Propagation Available 
Ph: 503-359-7540 
Fax: 503-357-2282 
Forest Grove, OR

 

Ground Covers

Rootstock

PREMIUM QUALITY
OREGON ROOTSTOCK

THE FOUNDATION OF YOUR
ORCHARD STARTS HERE!

TRECO® NOW OFFERS
HAZELNUT TREES TOO.

TRECO®  
Oregon Rootstock & Tree Co. Inc.

P.O. Box 98 | Woodburn, OR 97071
p: 1.800.871.5141
f: 503.634.2344

WWW.TRECO.NU

WILLAMETTE NURSERIES

YOUR SOURCE FOR 
ORNAMENTAL SEEDLINGS, FRUIT 

TREE ROOTSTOCK, CUTTING 
LINER VARIETIES & MORE. 

We specialize in understock  
for flowering, fruiting and shade. 

www.willamettenurseries.com 

Excellent quality.  
Outstanding service.  

25571 S. Barlow Rd. Canby, OR 97013 

503-263-6405  
Toll-Free: 1-800-852-2018  

E-Mail: willamette@canby.com

SERVICE/SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
34” Big John Tree Spade – $3,500
Loegering Skid Steer Tracks – $800
CareTree Hydraulic Stabilizers – $600
All reasonable offers considered.

French Prairie Shade Trees
Roger Howard – (503) 931-2203

Drain Tile Installation

Nursery Specialists

Creekside Valley Farms
Serving Oregon & Washington

Contact Paul

503-437-4833 Cell
503-864-4422 Office

CLASSIFIED ADS WORK!
Contact 503-582-2012 or  

bthompson@oan.org 

Rhododendrons

BIG RHODODENDRONS

Acres of tall rhododendrons –  
the place with 6'–10' tall sizes.  
Also rhododendrons in cans.  

Hidden Acres Nursery 
Sherwood, OR
503-625-7390 

www.hiddenacresnursery.net
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Looking for Unique? You’ll Find it at  IGC Show. 

August 11-13  Chicago
Early Bird Registration Now

www.IGCShow.com

Playing the Legendary Music of Heart!

Featuring Original Heart Members  
Steve Fossen and Michael Derosier

See in FREE IGC Concert
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An ongoing series provided by 
Oregon State University  

in collaboration with the United 
States Department of Agriculture 

and in partnership with the 
Oregon Association of Nurseries

GROWING 
KNOWLEDGE
Series content is coordinated by Dr. Jay Pscheidt, professor of botany 
and plant pathology at Oregon State University in Corvallis, Oregon.

W IDESPREAD OUTBREAKS OF powdery mildew 
have been occurring in fresh market tomato crops in 
western Oregon over the past decade. 

Disease incidence and severity tend to be greater in tomatoes 
produced in greenhouses or hoop houses. Growers in the Pacific 
Northwest often raise tomatoes in greenhouses or hoop houses to 
extend the growing season. Tomatoes are a high-value cash crop 
for many farms, with heirloom and specialty tomato varieties 
bringing in the highest revenues. 

There has been a tremendous effort made to breed resistant 
varieties; however, high market value tomatoes, such as heir-
loom or Roma types, are currently very susceptible to powdery 
mildew. Both organic and conventional producers are choosing 
minimal (or no) pesticide use due to concerns for worker safety 
in enclosed areas such as hoop houses. The high cost and low 
efficacy of current sulfur control methods, commonly relied on in 
organic production, is also a factor. 

New technology in the form of ultraviolet (UV) light treat-
ments may provide a solution to help control powdery mildew. 

Symptoms, effects and control
Powdery mildews can cause serious damage to a diverse host 

of crops, causing the deformity or death of leaves. Entire plants 
eventually may die if left untreated. 

Light green to bright yellow, irregular-shaped blotches first 
appear on upper leaf surfaces and are typically accompanied by the 
development of whitish, powdery fungal growth on the upper and 
lower leaf surface (Photo 1). The fungus can be spread through the 
air, especially when in close contact with infected plants. 

To control a pathogen, you must understand the conditions 
that foster its growth. The same warmer temperatures that make 
using a greenhouse for tomato production desirable can also lead 
to higher relative humidity levels that can fuel the spread of pow-
dery mildew. 

Ambient light conditions also play a critical role in the sur-
vival of powdery mildew pathogen. The fungus has evolved to 
thrive in low light conditions, such as dense canopies or on the 
undersides of leaves. Hoop house plastic generally reduces 

Seeing the light on powdery mildew
Testing the efficacy of using ultraviolet spectral lights to protect greenhouse tomatoes

BY KRISTINE R. BUCKLAND, CYNTHIA M. OCAMB, LLOYD NACKLEY AND ANN L. RASMUSSEN

Photo 1. Tomato plant with extensive leaf damage from powdery 
mildew. PHOTO COURTESY OF C.M. OCAMB. 
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Top: UV-B treatment of tomato with light 
positioned horizontally above the canopy. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF K.R.BUCKLAND 

Bottom. A late season greenhouse tomato, 
variety Caiman. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF OSU EESC. 

Using ultraviolet lights for powdery mildew control in greenhouses

incoming UV light, and many farms use 
shade cloth in summer as well to help mod-
erate greenhouse temperatures, which also 
significantly reduces incoming UV light. 

Cultural controls such as increased 
plant spacing and ventilation can help to 
reduce powdery mildew severity and are 
important management tools for limiting 
disease build-up. Plant spacing and prun-
ing can reduce leaf shading and result in 
thicker plant cuticular waxes on leaf sur-
faces, which can, in turn, reduce powdery 
mildew infection rates. 

Due to the high incidence and lack of 
effective control options for powdery mil-
dew, and the importance of tomato crops for 
farm income, additional management strate-
gies for powdery mildew control are needed. 

Researchers in other areas of the 
country working in other crops like straw-
berry or cucumber have shown that expos-
ing powdery mildew to short intervals 
of UV light can also reduce populations 
(Suthaparan et al. 2014, Janisiewicz et al. 
2016, Suthaparan et al. 2016). 

We tested the efficacy of UV light treat-
ment to help reduce powdery mildew in 
greenhouse tomato production. It is impor-
tant to note that just like the sun’s rays, UV 
light from a lamp source can cause serious 
harm to skin and eyes. The use of protective 
equipment such as UV blocking goggles and 
clothing is therefore essential. Even short 
periods of exposure from a UV light source 
can cause burns or other harm. 

Seeing the light
In the first year of a two-year trial, we 

compared the effects of UV spectral lights, 
with no treatment and with an organically 
certified fungicide. We hope to find options 
for use in an integrated approach to reduc-
ing powdery mildew in tomato high tunnel 
production within our region. 

The tomato variety ‘Caiman’ (Vitalis 
Seeds) was transplanted on June 6, 2019 
into a double-walled poly hoop-house 
located on the North Willamette Research 
and Extension Center near Aurora, 
Oregon (Photo 2). The hoop house had 
no supplemental lighting or environmental 
control systems. 

night (Suthaparan et al. 2017). Each plot 
received four 7-minute applications of UV 
light per treatment, distributed over the 
plot. The UV treatments were compared 
with the potassium bicarbonate fungicide 
formulation Kaligreen, which was applied 
on a weekly basis per the labeled direc-
tions. Plots were examined weekly for 
disease and the percentage of leaf area 
colonized by powdery mildew was deter-
mined by visual observation.

As is common in western Oregon, 
powdery mildew developed on tomato 
plants in late August. The disease was 
detected at initially low levels (1.2% or 
less of the leaf area) on at least one leaf of 
39 percent of the plants on the first evalu-
ation date, August 23. Rapid spread of 
powdery mildew occurred, fueled by the 
hoop house growing conditions and the 
dense tomato canopy. 

By the second evaluation date 
(September 3), powdery mildew was 
detected on all but one plant of the 128 
plants evaluated. Disease severity on this 
date was greater in the nontreated con-
trol as well as plants receiving UV-B as 
an overhead treatment relative to plants 
treated with Kaligreen. 

On the third evaluation date 
(September 10), plants receiving Kaligreen 
had a lower disease severity compared to 
the other treatments; nontreated plants 
and plants in both UV-B treatments began 
to exhibit premature defoliation due to the 
severity of powdery mildew. 

By the fourth and final evaluation 
date (September 17), defoliation was 
severe enough on the UV and nontreated 
plants that no further evaluations were 
made due to the impending severe loss of 
leaves. Under the conditions of our study, 
Kaligreen was a more effective disease 
management tool relative to the UV-B treat-
ments utilized for tomato powdery mildew.

This preliminary study showed a small 
window of efficacy of the UV treatments 
when powdery mildew was less severe. We 
think the limited range of UV light coverage 
with our off-the-shelf lamp was not adequate 
to effectively treat the whole canopy. 

Next year’s trial will include a larger 

Transplants were arranged in two 
rows with two feet between rows and 
one foot between plants within each row. 
UV-B treatments were made using an off-
the-shelf light system that has six 9-watt 
bulbs emitting 0.005 W per cm2 over the 
525 cm2 treatment area at 311-312 nm 
wavelength. We mounted the light on an 
adjustable stand and positioned the light 
as close as possible to the top part or sides 
of the tomato canopy. 

We applied UV-B treatments to the 
plants from either the side of the canopy 
(positioning the light vertically) or from 
the top (positioning the light horizontally 
above the canopy — see Photo 3). UV-B 
treatments were applied in the evening 
between 5:30 p.m and 10 p.m. on three- 
to four-day intervals, beginning on August 
24 and continuing through September 17. 

Applying UV treatments has been 
shown to be most effective and least 
likely to damage plants when applied at 
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SHADE & FLOWERING TREES
FRUIT TREES
Dwarf, Semi-Dwarf & Standard
COMBINATION FRUIT TREES (4 in 1)
Semi-Dwarf & Standard
ESPALIER APPLES
Semi-Dwarf, Combination & One Variety
WALNUTS & FILBERTS
DECIDUOUS SHRUBS
www.motzandson.com
11445 N.W. Skyline Blvd.
Portland, Oregon 97231
Phone 503-645-1342
FAX 503-645-6856

 
 

  

        Schurter
Nursery

Arborvitae–Emerald green
Virescens
Boxwood

Japanese Maples
Otto Luyken
Skip Laurel

Various sizes & Varieties
503-932-8006

(503) 630-4349
FAX (503) 630-7542

PO Box 598 – Estacada, OR 97023

B&B Spruce 4 to 24 feet
Chamaecyparis • Fir • Pine

Japanese Maple • Poodle Pine
Cut Christmas Trees

Supplies for Small Growers
SEED STARTING - Pots Trays Inserts

Plug Trays
__________________________________________________________________________

 Labels - large variety size, color &
shape of blank plant pot & row markers

_________________________________________________________________________

Weed control, fertilizer, tapes & ties,
watering, and more

_________________________________________________________________________

http://www.AAA-mercantile.shop
http://stores.ebay.com/AAA-Mercantile

http://www.amazon.com/shops/AAAmercantile

Enter promo code DIGGER for a 10% discount
for a limited time at AAA-mercantile.shop

HOSTETLER
FARM DRAINAGE
503-266-3584

• Plastic Tubing 3"-24" • Laser Grade
Control • Open Ditch for Buried

Irrigation • Plows and Trenches •
Pot-n-Pot Drainage • Oldest Drainage
Firm in Oregon • Newest Subsurface

Irrigation Techniques

Materials and
Technical
Assistance
AvailableCanby, OR
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UV treatment area to increase the light cov-
erage. We also will need to look carefully 
at the costs associated with each treatment 
to understand if employing UV lights on-
farms is reasonable. 

Kristine R. Buckland is an associate professor 
and extension specialist in vegetable and spe-
cialty seed crops at Oregon State University 
(OSU), and is stationed at North Willamette 
Research and Extension Center (NWREC) in 
Aurora, Oregon. She can be reached at  
kristine.buckland@oregonstate.edu.  
Lloyd Nackley is an assistant professor of 
nursery crops and research faculty member 
with OSU, stationed at NWREC. He can be 
reached at nloyd.nackley@oregonstate.edu.  
Cynthia Ocamb is an associate professor 
in the Department of Botany and Plant 
Pathology at OSU, stationed in Corvallis, 
Oregon. She can be reached at  
ocambc@science.oregonstate.edu.  
Ann Rasmussen is a faculty research assistant 
with OSU, stationed at NWREC. She can be 
reached at ann.rasmussen@oregonstate.edu.
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Rationality is our friend
The COVID-19 virus will  

most certainly impact families, 

friends and businesses.
It is already causing tremendous disrup-

tion in the economy, not to mention knock-
ing our daily lives off auto-pilot.

In mid-March, I communicated with 
our membership the need to embrace 
that fear is not our friend — rationality 
is. We provided reliable resources people 
can draw on to inform decision-making, 
and will continue to do that. We created a 
resource page on our OAN website pulling 
together the best information we can find 
for all who need it.

Your association is a leader in the state 
of Oregon. We have shared our collective 
best advice with dozens of sectors within our 
agricultural community. This is not a time to 
be stingy on common sense.

Adapting to a pandemic
Our industry is already very familiar 

with the concept of stopping a dangerous 
pathogen from spreading. Our experience 
with Phytophthora ramorum, which causes 
sudden oak death, has given us a head start. 
In response to that threat, we were key col-
laborators in creating the systems approach 
to pest and disease management. 

The key to the systems approach is 
preventing transmission from plant to plant. 
This is done by reviewing your production 
system, from propagation and sourcing to 
final shipment, and eliminating opportuni-
ties for the spread of disease. Our key tactics 
include isolating incoming material until it 
is confirmed clean, and visually inspecting 
plants for signs of disease. 

The systems approach is fundamentally 
different from the traditional end-inspection 
approach of inspecting plants just before 
shipment and diverting the infested ones. 
The problem with that approach is that by 
the time the problem is detected, the entire 
load may well be compromised.

Our familiarity with the benefits of the 
systems approach opens awareness for how 
we can cope with the COVID-19 virus.

With plants, one must know the pest 
or pathogen you are scouting for — how it 
manifests, how it is transmitted, how long 
it takes symptoms to be visible, and what to 

do if symptoms are observed. With coronavi-
rus, the same principles apply. It’s important 
to know the symptoms of the disease, but it’s 
even better to know how the pathogen trans-
mits in the first place.

The virus incubates for a long period 
before symptoms manifest. The best solution 
is social distancing to stop it from spreading. 
Handwashing, surface cleaning and sneezing 
into the crook of your elbow are important 
steps — but keeping your distance is key.

Protecting our workforce
Protecting your business legally is also a 

consideration. Peter Hicks of Jordan Ramis 
PC has suggested the following approach:

• Tell employees to stay home if they 
are sick. Tell employees you will send them 
home if they show up sick.

• Make employees aware that there 
is no penalty for taking leave they are 
entitled to by law. This includes employee 
sick leave if you offer it, or it may include 
leave taken through the Oregon Family 
Leave Act. Leave entitlement varies 
depending on the size of your business 
and whether you offer leave benefits that 
exceed the minimum legal requirements in 
your jurisdiction.

• Be particularly careful with workforce 
reductions (seasonal or otherwise). Under 
these circumstances there is an increased risk 
of possible sickness-related retaliation claims. 
Given this risk, we recommend you consult 
with counsel before taking any such actions.

OAN members are entitled to 30 
minutes per month of legal advice on a non-
continuing issue through our Legal Access 
benefit. If you are an OAN member and 
wish to use this benefit, feel free to contact 
Peter at peter.hicks@jordanramis.com. Be pre-
pared to provide your membership number.

In March, Oregon Gov. Kate Brown 
announced the cancellation of all gatherings 
in the state of 25 people or more well into 
the month of April. 

While COVID-19 will not be lethal for 
most of the population, we must recognize 
the danger that it poses for vulnerable indi-
viduals. We urge every nursery business to 
implement logical, common-sense practices 
to reduce transmission between people, 
thereby making the public health response 
the most effective it can be.

Nursery and greenhouse operators uti-
lize an abundance of common sense, so I am 
sure we are already adapting.

The relationships that define us
The nursery and greenhouse industry 

has always done business on a handshake. 
Employees work shoulder to shoulder to 
produce top quality plants at their nurser-
ies, and nursery leaders likewise work hand 
in hand to move the industry forward. We 
are still built on relationships, even if we are 
reducing and changing our person-to-person 
interactions for the time being. 

Late this summer, the 2020 Farwest 
Show will take place August 26–28 at the 
Oregon Convention Center. This is our 
industry’s showcase to the nation. We are 
planning for the show to take place as sched-
uled, and hopeful the threat will have passed 
by then. However, we will continue to moni-
tor the situation.

Universal advice from a nurse
As this pandemic plays out, I hear the 

calming words of my mother, Sandy Stone, a 
nurse and aid worker who traveled to dozens 
of countries and encountered a plethora of 
nasty viruses and pandemics. 

First, be aware and understand what is 
going around you and use common sense. 
Second, wash your hands, and avoid pick-
ing your nose (that was for my brothers). 
Third, if you are starting to feel poorly, you 
will be taken care of — but separate your-
self to not infect others. And finally, take 
care of each other.

Good advice and stay safe. 



STEVE’S
Plan

Individual thinkers deserve individual business insurance.

Products and services may not be available in all states. Terms, conditions and eligibility requirements will apply. Life 
insurance and annuity products may be underwritten by American National Insurance Company, Galveston, Texas. 
Property and casualty products and services may be underwritten by American National Property And CasualtyCompany or 
American National General Insurance Company, both of Springfield, Missouri. 19-069.304407.V1.8.19
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Your business is as individual as you are, so don’t settle for a 

one-size fits all business insurance plan. You deserve a plan 

custom designed to address your specific needs.

American National agents have proven experience and 

success protecting green industry professionals by providing 

personalized plans. With a coordinated array of insurance 

coverage for business and family, we can service all your 

insurance needs.

Visit www.an.insure/digger to contact an agent near you. 



LOLLIPOP® Crabapple
Tight, compact head

AVALANCHE® Asian Birch
Birch borer resistant

WEEPING EXTRAORDINAIRE™

Flowering Cherry
Extra-large, double blooms

GOLDEN SHADOWS® Pagoda Dogwood 
Variegated foliage, native

CRUSADER® Hawthorn 
Thornless, rugged

SHOW TIME® Crabapple
Fuchsia-red flowers/red fruit

PINK SNOW SHOWERS® 
Flowering Cherry
Vigorous grower

BRANCHING OUT
How do you top 20 years of offering the best woody plants on the market? By adding an 
exceptional line of Proven Winners® ColorChoice® ornamental trees to the mix. Outstanding 
beauty, disease resistant, landscape-friendly - they’re the trees you’ve been waiting for. 

For more information contact Maria Zampini, Maria@UpShootHort.com.

bit.ly/PW-Trees

Arrowhead Ornamentals LLC Hubbard, OR • 503-651-2040
Blue Heron Farm Corvallis, OR • 800-223-8410
Bountiful Farms Woodburn, OR • 503-981-7494
Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Boring, OR • 877-663-0511
J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co. Boring, OR • 800-825-8202
Kankakee Nursery Aroma Park, IL • 800-344-7697

Oregon Pride Nurseries McMinnville, OR • 888-472-9147
Robinson Nursery  Amity, OR • 877-855-8733
Spring Meadow Nursery Grand Haven, MI • 800-633-8859
Surface Nursery, Inc. Gresham, OR • 800-831-2599
Turner & Sons Nursery Smithville, TN • 931-934-2355
Willoway Nurseries Avon, OH • 866-934-4435

Licensed nurseries include:
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