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Lending our 
future a hand
The nursery industry as a whole is 

mutually supportive. 
We help each other out. There is always someone 

willing to assist a fellow nursery or talk with someone 
looking to start a career in this great industry. 

One of the ways Oregon Association of 
Nurseries members help each year is to promote horti-
cultural education through the Oregon Nursery Foundation (ONF). The foundation 
was formed in 1976 and started to build an endowment for scholarships to distribute to 
students. Many OAN families and individuals have also set up scholarships in their names 
through the ONF. This is a lasting way to help future generations of horticulture students. 

In the last 30 years alone, there have been 275 student recipients. Many have gone on to 
become nursery industry leaders. They have given back by serving on committees and boards 
within the OAN. I was fortunate enough to 
be a scholarship recipient in the late ’90s. The 
funds helped me pay tuition for my horticul-
ture degree at Oregon State University.

More recently, the cost of higher educa-
tion has skyrocketed. According to the Center 
on Budget and Policy Priorities, the average college tuition has increased 37% since 2008. 
There are many components that play into this increase, but a major factor is that the cost 
burden has shifted from federal and states paying less to public institutions. 

About 30 years ago, students were only expected to cover 25% of the true cost of get-
ting an education at a public university, with state and federal governments picking up the 
rest. Today, these governments have reduced this investment in an educated and skilled work-
force, and student tuition must now cover 50% of the costs of an education.

So where do individuals and families go for help with educational costs? 
Scholarships are one important resource. The average family will use scholarships and 
grants to cover about 31% of tuition costs.

Since the 1990s, the ONF has given out more than $330,000 to deserving students. 
The ONF makes 19 different scholarships available to qualified students who have an 
academic focus on horticulture. Many OAN chapters will sponsor a scholarship that 
may give preference to their geographical area. Other specific scholarships may give 
preference to a particular level of studies, such as  graduate-level studies. 

The ONF Scholarship Committee does an excellent job of combing through the 
applications and matching deserving students to the appropriate scholarship award. 
These awards don’t just go to regional universities or specific horticulture departments. 
Within the last 30 years, students who received these awards have attended 40 different 
colleges. These scholarships can be used at any accredited educational institution, public 
or private university, community college, or trade school where the student can study 
either horticulture or related fields that impact our industry.  

Now is the time for students to plan ahead for next year and get applications in. 
The ONF scholarship deadline is April 15. If you would like more information on ONF 
scholarships or the application, log on to www.oan.org/onfapply, or contact ONF staff 
liaison Stephanie Weihrauch at sweihrauch@oan.org. 

The Oregon Nursery Foundation wants to encourage 
and support the students who will be the next leaders of 
our industry. 
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2019–2020 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 PRESIDENT 138 NE 22nd Ave.

  Canby, OR 97013
  simnittnsy@canby.com

  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Kyle Fessler Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.
 PRESIDENT-ELECT 13009 McKee School Road N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  sales@woodburnnursery.com
  503-634-2231
  FAX 503-634-2238

 Josh Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 VICE PRESIDENT P.O. Box 100

  Amity, OR 97101
  josh@robinsonnursery.com 
  877-855-8733
  FAX 503-835-3004

 Todd Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 TREASURER 17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  info@bountifulfarms.com  
  503-981-7494

 Mike Hiller KCK Farms LLC
 PAST PRESIDENT 11483 SE Amity-Dayton Hwy.

  Dayton, OR 97114
  mike@kckfarms.com

  503-864-9422
  FAX 503-864-4412

 Denece Messenger Decorative Bark Products
 SECRETARY P.O. Box 1198
  Tualatin, OR 97062
  denecemessenger@comcast.net  
  503-510-4029
  FAX 503-859-3764

 Wes Bailey Smith Gardens Inc.
 MEMBER AT LARGE 23150 Boones Ferry Road N.E.

  Aurora, OR 97002
  wes.bailey@smithgardens.com 
  503-678-5373

____________

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 Tom Brewer HC Companies Inc. ProCal
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER  tbrewer@hc-companies.com   
  503-686-8448 

 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER afarley@countrysidenursery.com
  503-678-0511

 Ron Kinney Monrovia
 CONTAINER GROWER rkinney@monrovia.com  
  503-868-7941

 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER amandastaehely@gmail.com  
  503-810-2598

 Jesse Nelson Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER jnelson@hansnelson.com  
  503-663-3348 

 Chris Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER  chris@robinsonnursery.com   
  877-855-8733

 Jay Sanders KG Farms Inc.
 FIELD / B&B GROWER jsanders@kgfarmsinc.com  
  503-678-3245

 Lorne Blackman Walla Walla Nursery Co. Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  lblackman@wallawallanursery.com 
  509-522-9855

 Ben Verhoeven Peoria Gardens Inc.
 GREENHOUSE benv@peoriagardens.com    
  541-753-8519

 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 RETAIL gary@landsystemsnursery.com 
  541-382-7646


