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OAN goes to 
Washington, D.C.
I traveled to Washington, D.C. along 

with our OAN executive director, 

Jeff Stone, and the chairwoman 

of our Government Relations 

Committee, Leigh Geschwill of F & B 

Farms & Nursery. 
We were there to represent the Oregon Association 

of Nurseries, and to lobby for the needs and priorities of Oregon’s nursery industry.
This was my first trip to our nation’s capital and it was one of the best experiences of 

my professional life. We had a full docket of meetings lined up with key officials and mem-
bers of Oregon’s Congressional delegation — 14 meetings in two days! There was not one 
cancellation. Each meeting was meaningful and laid the groundwork for future progress. 

One of the main reasons for our success was the previous visits to D.C. that the 
OAN has made. Over many years of in-person meetings, the OAN has developed an 
ever-growing list of contacts and has built relationships with new, up-and-coming staff. 
This investment in time and relationships over the years ensures that our voice is heard 
by the right people, and they in turn can ensure our message is echoed in government. 

In our face-to-face meetings, we covered several important topics. 
One was a new trucking bill that would allow trucks to be loaded without having 

the time count against the driver’s maxi-
mum number of hours on the road.

Another was labor. We need a legal, 
available and willing workforce.

Finally, we invited many of the people to tour some of Oregon’s growing opera-
tions so they can make connections with businesses in their district (if applicable) and 
simply see what we do and what challenges we face. We will be following up with offi-
cials, so please let us know if you’re an OAN member and wish to host a tour.

One of my many takeaways from this experience was that the government is very 
large — not much of a surprise with that. It does demonstrate the importance of casting 
a wide net of connections. We can fill an important role by connecting and streamlining 
the communication between all entities. Just the sheer size of government alone shows 
how difficult this task of aligning parties to help our industry thrive. 

Our voice needs to be heard. When we speak out, it makes a big difference. When 
Tom Fessler went to the Oregon Legislature to discuss the effects of the state’s proposed 
carbon tax legislation on his business, and all our businesses, it turned a lot of heads. 
People noticed and they listened. 

It doesn’t mean we will prevail on this particular issue. At press time for this issue, 
it didn’t look great. Sometimes it’s about containing the damage, or just getting our 
objections on record. The effort on behalf of our growers and our industry is always 
necessary and worthwhile, nonetheless.

Thank you to all of you who make our industry strong and whose relentless sup-
port echoes over many years. Though our industry evolves, we will always need a few 
basic things — water, labor and sun. 

I hope this is a great growing season for you that will yield the results you are look-
ing for.  Please remember to support or industry. 
If you are unsure of how to help, just reach out 
to us and the OAN office and we can connect 
you to make sure your voice is heard. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 Mike Hiller KCK Farms LLC
 PRESIDENT 11483 SE Amity-Dayton Hwy.

  Dayton, OR 97114
  hillermike@ymail.com

  503-864-9422
  FAX 503-864-4412

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 PRESIDENT-ELECT 138 NE 22nd Ave.

  Canby, OR 97013
  simnittnsy@canby.com

  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Josh Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 VICE PRESIDENT P.O. Box 100

  Amity, OR 97101
  josh@robinsonnursery.com 
  877-855-8733
  FAX 503-835-3004

 Kyle Fessler Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.
 TREASURER 13009 McKee School Road N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  kylef@woodburnnursery.com
  503-634-2231
  FAX 503-634-2238

 Josh Zielinski Alpha Nursery
 PAST PRESIDENT 5050 Hazelgreen Rd. N.E.
  Salem, OR 97305-3519
  josh@alphanursery.com 
  503-390-1286
  FAX 503-390-2639

 Denece Messenger Decorative Bark Products
 SECRETARY P.O. Box 1198
  Tualatin, OR 97062
  denecemessenger@comcast.net  
  503-510-4029
  FAX 503-859-3764

 Todd Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 MEMBER AT LARGE 17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  todd@bountifulfarms.com  
  503-981-7494

____________

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 Tom Brewer HC Companies Inc. ProCal
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER  tbrewer@hc-companies.com   
  503-686-8448 

 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER afarley@countrysidenursery.com
  503-678-0511

 Ron Kinney Monrovia
 CONTAINER GROWER rkinney@monrovia.com  
  503-868-7941

 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER amandastaehely@gmail.com  
  503-810-2598

 Jesse Nelson Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER jnelson@hansnelson.com  
  503-663-3348 

 Chris Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER  chris@robinsonnursery.com   
  877-855-8733

 Jay Sanders KG Farms Inc.
 FIELD / B&B GROWER jsanders@kgfarmsinc.com  
  503-678-3245

 Ben Verhoeven Peoria Gardens Inc.
 GREENHOUSE benv@peoriagardens.com    
  541-753-8519

 Mark Leichty Little Prince of Oregon Nursery
 GREENHOUSE  mark@littleprinceoforegon.com   
  503-678-5687

 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 RETAIL gary@landsystemsnursery.com 
  541-382-7646

Mike Hiller
OAN PRESIDENT

When we speak out, it makes 

a big difference. 


