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Being a part of 
a community 
As our spring shipping and 

retailing season is wrapping up, it is 

a great time to look back and digest 

how that season went. 
Whether you are involved in wholesale, retail or 

both, I hope your season was a good one.
It often amazes me how relatively short the 

season is and how much product is moved out of the 
wholesale nurseries, over to the retailers and other channels, and ultimately, to the 
consumers who make it all possible. 

In Oregon, our season started with flooding in a few areas. The Willamette basin 
used to flood yearly, but with the advent of flood control dams over the past century or 
so, that’s been far reduced. Nonetheless, we had some flooding of the Willamette River 
down the valley, near Corvallis and Eugene.

Our OAN communications team reached out through the weekly electronic OAN 
Member Update, which I hope you receive 
and read, to see how our members were 
affected by the floods. Fortunately, there 
were not many nurseries affected, but one 
near Eugene was in fact inundated with 
floodwaters and sustained damage.

Because we have such a strong knit community, members help each other. Kathy 
Brown from Simplot Professional Products reached out to me to see if they could help. 
We were able to connect her with the flooded nursery, so that she could donate some 
Apex fertilizer. Because of this, the grower was able to salvage plants and get them fer-
tilized without the added expense of purchasing more plant food. 

It’s a small part of what the nursery had to do to restore its operations to normal, 
but it helped. Stories like this do happen, and good deeds need to be recognized.

We are a strong industry, especially when we stick together. This year at our Hall of 
Fame banquet, this message of working together was repeated by several of the induct-
ees. These are titans of our industry. They know the industry best, and they can give 
example after example showing why cooperation is important. 

They have set the bar high for us. We need to keep raising that bar, making sure 
our industry continues to work together to develop solutions to issues.

As you reflect on how you survived this spring season, think about who stepped up 
at your nursery or business. Who took on more responsibility? Who put in that extra 
effort to get the beautiful plants into the hands of consumers? There are likely more 
people than you can think of.

Don’t forget — the OAN is also behind you. It plays a major role in helping you 
get your plants to the marketplace, whether it’s marketing through Farwest or Nursery 
Guide or Digger, advocacy through our lobbying efforts to keep markets open, or sav-
ings programs to help you do more with less. The OAN is by, of and for the members. 

If you are on the fence about the value of membership, just think about the exam-
ple above. Through the connections that OAN 
facilitates, a nursery’s need was made known and 
help was soon on the way. That’s the true value 
of community. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 Mike Hiller KCK Farms LLC
 PRESIDENT 11483 SE Amity-Dayton Hwy.

  Dayton, OR 97114
  hillermike@ymail.com

  503-864-9422
  FAX 503-864-4412

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 PRESIDENT-ELECT 138 NE 22nd Ave.

  Canby, OR 97013
  simnittnsy@canby.com

  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Josh Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 VICE PRESIDENT P.O. Box 100

  Amity, OR 97101
  josh@robinsonnursery.com 
  877-855-8733
  FAX 503-835-3004

 Kyle Fessler Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.
 TREASURER 13009 McKee School Road N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  kylef@woodburnnursery.com
  503-634-2231
  FAX 503-634-2238

 Josh Zielinski Alpha Nursery
 PAST PRESIDENT 5050 Hazelgreen Rd. N.E.
  Salem, OR 97305-3519
  josh@alphanursery.com 
  503-390-1286
  FAX 503-390-2639

 Denece Messenger Decorative Bark Products
 SECRETARY P.O. Box 1198
  Tualatin, OR 97062
  denecemessenger@comcast.net  
  503-510-4029
  FAX 503-859-3764

 Todd Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 MEMBER AT LARGE 17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  todd@bountifulfarms.com  
  503-981-7494

____________

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 Tom Brewer HC Companies Inc. ProCal
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER  tbrewer@hc-companies.com   
  503-686-8448 

 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER afarley@countrysidenursery.com
  503-678-0511

 Ron Kinney Monrovia
 CONTAINER GROWER rkinney@monrovia.com  
  503-868-7941

 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER amandastaehely@gmail.com  
  503-810-2598

 Jesse Nelson Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER jnelson@hansnelson.com  
  503-663-3348 

 Chris Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER  chris@robinsonnursery.com   
  877-855-8733

 Jay Sanders KG Farms Inc.
 FIELD / B&B GROWER jsanders@kgfarmsinc.com  
  503-678-3245

 Ben Verhoeven Peoria Gardens Inc.
 GREENHOUSE benv@peoriagardens.com    
  541-753-8519

 Mark Leichty Little Prince of Oregon Nursery
 GREENHOUSE  mark@littleprinceoforegon.com   
  503-678-5687

 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 RETAIL gary@landsystemsnursery.com 
  541-382-7646

Mike Hiller
OAN PRESIDENT

Because we have such a 

strong knit community, 

members help each other. 


