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Standing up for 
the industry
On Valentine’s Day, our group 

of about 15 OAN members and 

professional government relations 

staff visited the Oregon State Capitol. 
We split up into three groups of five to have 

meetings and meaningful conversations with our 
state senators and representatives in their offices. 

The annual OAN Advocacy Day has been one of 
our most effective tools to deliver our message to policy makers and engage them on the 
issues that are important to the green industry. 

For me personally, this day was very rewarding. I was able to spend time with 
state leaders but also respected nursery colleagues. I remember specifically talking to 
one senator and then looking to my right and seeing long-timers like Dick Joyce, Jerry 
Simnitt, Jeff Stone and Curt Kipp, and thinking to myself what an honor it is to be here 
experiencing this. It really is a privilege to help represent our industry. 

I am not used to direct engagement in politics — I am more comfortable at the 
nursery growing plants. Nonetheless, I know very well the things that keep me up at 
night as a nursery professional. And when given the opportunity to explain those wor-
ries, well, that particular message can roll right on out of my mouth — no notes needed. 

My three biggest worries are water, labor and making the nursery profitable. 
By going to the capital and talking 

about our issues in our own words, we 
bring the human element that is so criti-
cal. Writing letters and submitting care-
fully prepared written testimony is one 
thing, but a personal dialogue validates 
the message. One can see the emotion of the person you are talking to. It is genuine. We 
may not see eye-to-eye on all issues, but we are all human.

Our professional staff makes sure that elected leaders are aware we have the eco-
nomic significance to back up our message. Nearly every message includes our sales 
totals — $947 million worth of nursery and greenhouse material grown and sold in the 
state of Oregon, with three-fourths of it going to out-of-state markets.

Our nursery industry brings thousands of jobs to the state. According to stats 
from the Oregon Employment Department, Oregon nurseries and Christmas tree farms 
employ an average of 9,300 workers in horticultural production throughout the year, 
with a total annual payroll of $317.3 million, as of 2017. 

Our staff cites these numbers all the time. OAN Advocacy Day is important 
because it gives those numbers some real names and faces that lawmakers can relate to.  

By the end of June, this legislative session will be winding down or completed, but 
our government relations work never stops. Our ONPAC leadership and lobbyists work 
around the clock to give us that connection to the decision makers. 

I can personally promise that we make every effort to convey our message and par-
ticipate in every way that we can. We do our best to support positive legislation for the 
industry, while mitigating the effects of any proposals 
that aren’t so good. Not every issue will be resolved 
how we would like it to be, but I know we did our best 
to reach the best outcomes possible for our industry. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 Mike Hiller Kraemer’s Nursery Inc.
 PRESIDENT P.O. Box 930

  Mt. Angel, OR 97362
  mike@kniusa.com

  503-845-2283
  FAX 503-845-6557

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 PRESIDENT-ELECT 138 NE 22nd Ave.

  Canby, OR 97013
  simnittnsy@canby.com

  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Josh Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 VICE PRESIDENT P.O. Box 100

  Amity, OR 97101
  josh@robinsonnursery.com 
  877-855-8733
  FAX 503-835-3004

 Kyle Fessler Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.
 TREASURER 13009 McKee School Road N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  kylef@woodburnnursery.com
  503-634-2231
  FAX 503-634-2238

 Josh Zielinski Alpha Nursery
 PAST PRESIDENT 5050 Hazelgreen Rd. N.E.
  Salem, OR 97305-3519
  josh@alphanursery.com 
  503-390-1286
  FAX 503-390-2639

 Denece Messenger Decorative Bark Products
 SECRETARY P.O. Box 1198
  Tualatin, OR 97062
  denecemessenger@comcast.net  
  503-510-4029
  FAX 503-859-3764

 Todd Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 MEMBER AT LARGE 17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  todd@bountifulfarms.com  
  503-981-7494

____________

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 Tom Brewer HC Companies Inc. ProCal
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER  tbrewer@hc-companies.com   
  503-686-8448 

 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER afarley@countrysidenursery.com
  503-678-0511

 Ron Kinney Monrovia
 CONTAINER GROWER rkinney@monrovia.com  
  503-868-7941

 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER amandastaehely@gmail.com  
  503-810-2598

 Jesse Nelson Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER jnelson@hansnelson.com  
  503-663-3348 

 Chris Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER  chris@robinsonnursery.com   
  877-855-8733

 Jay Sanders KG Farms Inc.
 FIELD / B&B GROWER jsanders@kgfarmsinc.com  
  503-678-3245

 Ben Verhoeven Peoria Gardens Inc.
 GREENHOUSE benv@peoriagardens.com    
  541-753-8519

 Mark Leichty Little Prince of Oregon Nursery
 GREENHOUSE  mark@littleprinceoforegon.com   
  503-678-5687

 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 RETAIL gary@landsystemsnursery.com 
  541-382-7646

Mike Hiller
OAN PRESIDENT

My three biggest worries  

are water, labor and making 

the nursery profitable.


