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Don’t fall into the trap 
of history repeating
The holidays and the grueling trade 

show season are over. 
Sports are in a lull. The days of cold, wet 

and dark are getting tiresome. We are all waiting 
on better weather — or at least seeing the sun. 

Depending on your segment within the nursery 
industry, you have either completed your digging for the 
season, or you are just opening back up and discovering 
how much work you still need to do. 

At this time of year, good recordkeeping is impor-
tant. A sense of the history of your business is essential. 
However, you need to use that information to make your business better. Don’t just file it 
away! Look at the highlights from last year. Identify areas for possible improvements. 

In particular, it’s key to examine the vital problems that you encountered last year. Have 
you identified causes and come up with solutions to those issues? 

As the saying goes, “History usually repeats itself.” Don’t fall into that trap.
As you review history, problems and possible solutions, don’t forget to look inward. It’s 

important to build upon the skills you already possess. Wherever you are in your career, you 
probably only reached that point because you made a decision, one way or another, to acquire 
greater knowledge and to apply what you learned. 

After you reach a certain level in your career or business, sneaky complacency can become 
your enemy. You begin to perceive that the skills that got you this far are “good enough.” The 
world is constantly in motion. So are markets. Inertia didn’t get you this far — effort did.

You have experience. You have skills. And these, along with a sense of your business his-
tory, can guide you along a path of improvement.

Do not be afraid to express opinions, take chances or be open to new ideas. Just make 
sure you do your research before diagnosing problems and developing solutions.

With the start of February, we will soon go from being caught up to being behind. Spring 
is fast approaching. March 20 is the first day of spring this year — tick tock.

As you focus on your business, don’t forget about the work that the Oregon Association 
of Nurseries does on your behalf. The Oregon Legislature started its 2019 session on January 
22, and the OAN is working around the clock to make sure state officials never forget the size, 
significance and economic impact of Oregon’s nearly $1 billion nursery industry. 

The OAN’s seasoned, respected and highly effective Government Relations team analyzes 
each significant piece of legislation to see how it affects the nursery industry, then makes sure 
that officials on both sides of the aisle understand the impact. 

What you see reported is nothing compared to the tonnage of proposals put in play. If 
you had hair, like I used to, seeing it all would turn yours white and make it fall out.

We are solution oriented and bipartisan — and people in Salem know it. This gives us the 
ability to derail harmful legislation or at least remove or mitigate the portions that are harmful 
to the nursery industry. 

But the OAN doesn’t just play defense. It also pushes forward on industry priorities such 
as industry research, long-term water supplies and more.

OAN advocacy is one of the best reasons to be a member. Our weekly Member Update, 
sent electronically, keeps you informed about the issues, and aware of when your input can be 
most effective. Legislators and officials are always aware of our strength and our numbers. Our 
team makes sure of it, but some of the time, we need your help.

The bottom line, in business and in politics, is that there is no substitute for “you.” Only 
you possess your experience and your ability to act. If you want change, you have to initiate it. 
There’s no one else. That’s why it’s so important at this time to 
look back, realize mistakes, acknowledge weaknesses, strength-
en skills and move forward.

I wish you the best of luck with this upcoming season. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 Mike Hiller Kraemer’s Nursery Inc.
 PRESIDENT P.O. Box 930

  Mt. Angel, OR 97362
  mike@kniusa.com

  503-845-2283
  FAX 503-845-6557

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 PRESIDENT-ELECT 138 NE 22nd Ave.

  Canby, OR 97013
  simnittnsy@canby.com

  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Josh Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 VICE PRESIDENT P.O. Box 100

  Amity, OR 97101
  josh@robinsonnursery.com 
  877-855-8733
  FAX 503-835-3004

 Kyle Fessler St. Christopher Nursery LLC
 TREASURER 12936 Portland Rd. N.E.

  Gervais, OR 97026
  kyle@stchristophernursery.com  
  503-580-4470
  FAX 503-792-3902

 Josh Zielinski Alpha Nursery
 PAST PRESIDENT 5050 Hazelgreen Rd. N.E.
  Salem, OR 97305-3519
  josh@alphanursery.com 
  503-390-1286
  FAX 503-390-2639

 Denece Messenger Decorative Bark Products
 SECRETARY P.O. Box 1198
  Tualatin, OR 97062
  denecemessenger@comcast.net  
  503-510-4029
  FAX 503-859-3764

 Todd Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 MEMBER AT LARGE 17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  todd@bountifulfarms.com  
  503-981-7494

____________

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 Tom Brewer HC Companies Inc. ProCal
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER  tbrewer@hc-companies.com   
  503-686-8448 

 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER afarley@countrysidenursery.com
  503-678-0511

 Ron Kinney Monrovia
 CONTAINER GROWER rkinney@monrovia.com  
  503-868-7941

 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER amandastaehely@gmail.com  
  503-810-2598

 Jesse Nelson Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER jnelson@hansnelson.com  
  503-663-3348 

 Chris Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER  chris@robinsonnursery.com   
  877-855-8733

 Jay Sanders KG Farms Inc.
 FIELD / B&B GROWER jsanders@kgfarmsinc.com  
  503-678-3245

 Ben Verhoeven Peoria Gardens Inc.
 GREENHOUSE benv@peoriagardens.com    
  541-753-8519

 Mark Leichty Little Prince of Oregon Nursery
 GREENHOUSE  mark@littleprinceoforegon.com   
  503-678-5687

 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 RETAIL gary@landsystemsnursery.com 
  541-382-7646

Mike Hiller
OAN PRESIDENT


