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We are  
Oregon grown
If you have not visited Oregon to 

experience what is grown here,  

you need to. 
This issue of Digger is the Nursery Country 

issue, featuring the state’s quality plants and the 
growers who produce them. It’s a good read, filled 
with good information. 

However, there is no substitute for driving the 
roads, walking the farms, meeting our expert grow-
ers and witnessing the sheer volume, variety and quality of plant material that is grown 
in Oregon and shipped nationwide. 

The quality you see is no accident. Oregon has a mild climate that is ideal for 
supporting any number of agricultural crops, from wine grapes to hops to pears to grass 
seed to hazelnuts. But out of all these, nursery crops are number one with close to $1 
billion in sales annually.

Oregon growers welcome visitors all throughout the year, but perhaps the best time 
to see all of our nurseries on display is during the Farwest Show. The 2019 show will be 
held August 21–23 in Portland, Oregon. Watch www.farwestshow.com for informa-
tion over the coming months.

The show is packed with nursery tours, networking events, educational seminars 
and fun times to ensure that your visit will be one to remember.

To bring you quality product, we must mind the details behind the scenes — and not 
everyone understands this. The Oregon Association of Nurseries works hard to support 
our producers so they can do what they do best. We work with the Oregon Department 
of Agriculture to ensure that buyers get the best and safest products possible. Growing 
practices are being developed and updated constantly as new issues come up.

Another way we support our growers is by helping them ship their goods to the 
winter and summer trade shows with the Trucks to Trade Shows program. If you are a 
grower you may have used this program. If so, you know it makes things easy — just 
load your pallet, get it to the drop-off site in Oregon, and let the drivers handle the rest.

We also represent Oregon at MANTS (Mid-Atlantic Nursery Trade Show) in 
Baltimore, Maryland and at Cultivate in Columbus, Ohio. If you are attending either 
of these shows, we invite you to find our booth, pick up your free copy of our Nursery 
Guide (full of plants, supplies and services), and chat with someone from the OAN 
staff. They are a great resource.

If you are planning that trip to Oregon, our staff can give you advice and facts 
about our state and our growers.

This is the time of year when we ask people to renew their OAN membership. 
Please make sure you take care of it if you haven’t already. 

Likewise, we appreciate support for ONPAC, the Oregon Nurseries’ Political 
Action Committee. There’s a place to make a contribution on your renewal form. 
ONPAC contributes to nursery-friendly candidates from both sides of the aisle who take 
the time to understand our industry. This committee is one of the workhorses of the 
industry, keeping tabs on such issues as immigration, water supply development, land 
use regulation, market access, workplace regulations, transportation, theft prevention, 
taxation and many others.

If you are interested in learning more about the 
OAN, ONPAC or both, please reach out to our execu-
tive director, Jeff Stone, at jstone@oan.org. He will be 
pleased to answer any questions. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
2018–2019 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 Mike Hiller Kraemer’s Nursery Inc.
 PRESIDENT P.O. Box 930

  Mt. Angel, OR 97362
  mike@kniusa.com

  503-845-2283
  FAX 503-845-6557

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 PRESIDENT-ELECT 138 NE 22nd Ave.

  Canby, OR 97013
  simnittnsy@canby.com

  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Josh Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 VICE PRESIDENT P.O. Box 100

  Amity, OR 97101
  josh@robinsonnursery.com 
  503-835-4533
  FAX 503-835-3004

 Kyle Fessler St. Christopher Nursery LLC
 TREASURER 12936 Portland Rd. N.E.

  Gervais, OR 97026
  kyle@stchristophernursery.com  
  503-580-4470
  FAX 503-792-3902

 Josh Zielinski Alpha Nursery
 PAST PRESIDENT 5050 Hazelgreen Rd. N.E.
  Salem, OR 97305-3519
  josh@alphanursery.com 
  503-390-1286
  FAX 503-390-2639

 Denece Messenger Decorative Bark Products
 SECRETARY P.O. Box 1198
  Tualatin, OR 97062
  denecemessenger@comcast.net  
  503-510-4029
  FAX 503-859-3764

 Todd Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 MEMBER AT LARGE 17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  todd@bountifulfarms.com  
  503-981-7494

____________

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 Tom Brewer HC Companies Inc. ProCal
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER  tbrewer@hc-companies.com   
  541-382-7646 

 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER afarley@countrysidenursery.com
  503-678-0511

 Ron Kinney Monrovia
 CONTAINER GROWER rkinney@monrovia.com  
  503-868-7941

 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER amandastaehely@gmail.com  
  503-810-2598

 Jesse Nelson Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER jnelson@hansnelson.com  
  503-663-3348 

 Chris Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER  chris@robinsonnursery.com   
  877-855-8733

 Jay Sanders KG Farms Inc.
 FIELD / B&B GROWER jsanders@kgfarmsinc.com  
  503-678-3245

 Ben Verhoeven Peoria Gardens Inc.
 GREENHOUSE benv@peoriagardens.com    
  541-753-8519

 Mark Leichty Little Prince of Oregon Nursery
 GREENHOUSE  mark@littleprinceoforegon.com   
  503-678-5687

 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 RETAIL gary@landsystemsnursery.com 
  541-382-7646

Mike Hiller
OAN PRESIDENT


