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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
 Josh Zielinski Alpha Nursery
 PRESIDENT 5050 Hazelgreen Rd. N.E.
 josh@alphanursery.com Salem, OR 97305-3519
  503-390-1286
  FAX 503-390-2639

 Mike Hiller Kraemer’s Nursery Inc.
 PRESIDENT-ELECT P.O. Box 930

 mike@kniusa.com Mt. Angel, OR 97362
  503-845-2283
  FAX 503-845-6557

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 VICE PRESIDENT 138 NE 22nd Ave.

 simnittnsy@canby.com Canby, OR 97013
  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Kyle Fessler St. Christopher Nursery LLC
 TREASURER 12936 Portland Rd. N.E.

 kyle@stchristophernursery.com Gervais, OR 97026
  503-580-4470
  FAX 503-792-3902

 Mark Bigej Al’s Garden & Home
 PAST PRESIDENT 1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
 mbigej@als-gardencenter.com Woodburn, OR 97071-3616
  503-981-1245
  FAX 503-982-4608

 Josh Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 SECRETARY P.O. Box 100

 josh@robinsonnursery.com Amity, OR 97101
  503-835-4533
  FAX 503-835-3004

 Denece Messenger Decorative Bark Products
 MEMBER AT LARGE P.O. Box 1198
 denecemessenger@comcast.net Tualatin, OR 97062
  503-510-4029
  FAX 503-859-3764

____________

STATE BOARD  
REPRESENTATIVES

 CENTRAL OREGON CHAPTER
 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 gary@landsystemsnursery.com 541-382-7646

 CHRISTMAS TREE CHAPTER
 vacant

 CLACKAMAS CHAPTER
 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery

 afarley@countrysidenursery.com 503-678-0511
 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 amandastaehely@gmail.com 503-810-2598

 EMERALD EMPIRE CHAPTER
 Tamara Clift McKenzie River Nursery
 tamaragreg@msn.com  541-747-2767

 GREENHOUSE CHAPTER
 Andrea Avila-Aragon Smith Gardens

 andrea.avila-aragon@smithgardens.com 503-678-5373
 Mark Leichty Little Prince of Oregon Nursery
 mark@littleprinceoforegon.com   503-678-5687

 MT. HOOD CHAPTER
 Scott Ekstrom Ekstrom Nursery Inc.
 scott_ekstrom@yahoo.com 503-663-4035
 Anthony Kinen Kinen’s Big & Phat  
  Special Plants
 akinen5@gmail.com 503-866-3627

 RETAIL CHAPTER
 Laura Hammond Al's Garden & Home
 lhammond@als-gardencenter.com 503-981-1245

 SUNSET CHAPTER
 Matt Gold Midas Nursery Solutions

 matt.gold@midasnurserysolutions.com 503-628-3059
 Ron Kinney Monrovia

 rkinney@monrovia.com 503-868-7941

 WILLAMETTE CHAPTER
 John Maurer Evergreen Growers Supply Inc.
 john@evergreengrowers.com 
 Robert Van Klaveren Van’s Nursery
 vansnursery@aol.com 503-463-4507

Josh Zielinski
OAN PRESIDENT

Climbing skyward
Wow. I know it’s a cliché, but I 

honestly can’t believe how fast time 

has flown over the last year. 
It seems like it was just a month ago and I was 

scrambling to put together my very first Digger col-
umn. Funny thing is, they haven’t gotten any easier 
— especially after hearing people say they actually 
read them!

Just as many past presidents before me surely 
have, I have really learned so much throughout this 
year. It’s been very fun to get to know more members 
and see how banding together benefits all of us. 

Each time I walked into a board, committee, or task force meeting, I was constantly 
“star struck” in a sense — I just couldn’t believe that people I had so much admiration for 
were taking time away from 10 million other things to come and help out. We are so lucky 
to have so many incredible and hardworking people among our membership.

It has been insightful to see the interworking of the association and efforts of the staff to 
support all of the amazing services the OAN offers to the members — from this publication to 
the Farwest Show to our advocacy efforts. I’ve never really taken this for granted, but having a 
front seat to the show has given me a deeper appreciation for each member of the OAN staff.

Moving on from the kudos just a bit, I wanted to touch on some key notes from the 
past year. 

In a past life — the one where I did not have my daughter Alyce yet — I enjoyed moun-
tain climbing on rocks and glaciated peaks. 

The year’s presidency has been in many ways similar to what I remember the climbing 
process to be. It’s not exactly about grabbing anything you can and muscling upwards, but it 
requires strategic thought and careful placement of protection along the way so we never slip 
further than we can handle.

At Climbing Skyward, the 2018 OAN Convention on October 26–27, we will move 
forward on routes set by the past president when we install the first wave of a newly designed 
board. It’s a well-balanced configuration that gives members greater representation in the 
direction of the association. I think it will have profound impacts. Our board has never 
lacked for quality people, but with this new model, we’re giving each sector of the nursery 
industry the voice it deserves. We’re likely to hear fresh angles and be able to incorporate the 
priorities that each sector most values.

On a related note, we also had some meaningful conversations about chapter meet-
ings. We came up with very good recommendations that give me hope that the chapters will 
be emboldened again. We began to see some of these recommendations play out into some 
unique new events that today’s members found valuable.

Of course, we climbed higher on the political front and made some daring moves at 
times. These showed legislators, other interest groups and everyone else that we are not inter-
ested in scooting around the hard stuff. We are willing to reach out to trustworthy “holds,” 
as they are called in the climbing world, to help get to a goal that benefits all of our members, 
whether they are owners or skilled laborers that are our backbone. 

Taking a stance and working with all the stakeholders to reach forward-thinking solu-
tions helps us and gives us outstanding reception when we want to come to the table.

There were countless steps taken and lots of protection laid to ensure that we stay on 
course while exploring all sorts of options as we worked. It was fun to pick up the ropes for 
a while and lead. I feel like we are in a good spot and I am excited to take a step back and 
see our incoming president, Mike Hiller, on the “sharp end,” or front position, of a roped 
team. I know he has a lot to offer to all of us.

Thank you all for the opportunity to serve. 
I appreciate all of the support you have given me 
and it was truly an honor. 


