
PUBLISHED BY

SEPTEMBER 2018

2018 show recap
PAGE 9

Treating Rhodococcus
PAGE 33

PAGE 19







4 SEPTEMBER 2018   DIGGERMAGAZINE.COM

Printed in Oregon on domestic
 recycled paper when available.

COLUMNS
 7 President’s Message
 17 Pivot Points
 30 Director’s Desk

DEPARTMENTS
  8 Calendar
 15 Northwest News
 23 Classifieds
 25 Subscription Info
 27 Growing Knowledge
 29 Digger Marketplace

9 Farwest Show 2018 recap
 Thousands of attendees 

flooded the Farwest trade 
show floor and took notes at 
the educational seminars. Award ribbons were presented 
and glasses raised in good cheer as this year's successful 
show came to a close.

15 Oregon sales soar to $948 million
 Nursery and greenhouse sales became Oregon's top 

agricultural commodity, growing by $38 million.
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 Conifers grow with such variation of habit that even of 

the low-growing types, the options are vast, offering a 
number of combinations of texture, color and height to 
meet a variety of landscape needs. 

23 Treating the intractable Rhodococcus
 Leafy gall is caused by the bacterium Rhodococcus, 

which afflicts annuals, herbaceous perennials, and woody 
broadleaf plants. 

On the cover: Juniperus communis 'Corilagen' and Juniperus horizontalis 'Mother Lode' 
are excellent choices for ground conifers. PHOTO OF 'CORILAGEN' BY ISELI NURSERY / RANDALL C. SMITH 
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sanitation requirements
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High clearance 
and width 
adjustability is 
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your crop

GREENHOUSES  
GK’s pre-drilled system will 
save you time and money
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A favorite ‘holiday’
Growing up in a typical American 

household, we had all the usual 

holidays, such as New Year's 

Day, Easter, Independence Day, 

Thanksgiving and Christmas. We 

celebrated birthdays too, just like 

many of the rest. 
But growing up in an Oregon nursery family, 

there was one more “holiday” — the Farwest Show. 
As far back as I can remember, every year towards the end of August — usually in 

the middle of various farm crop harvests — we more or less dropped what we were doing 
and loaded a van full of plants, patio furniture, decks, pavers, Styrofoam pillars, booth 
displays, catalogs, and lots of other random things and went to the big city of Portland.

Once there, we set up our display and then invited in guests that ranged from total 
strangers to longtime friends. Some were literally family. It was, in essence, just like most 
other holidays: put out the decorations, let the people in, engage, have fun and celebrate 
the season.

This year’s Farwest Show was special for us, as it was our 40th year in business. We 
changed up our display to mark the occasion with a “throwback” to our original booth 
display. For example, we incorporated lots of apple boxes. The nursery was built on what 
was primarily an orchard, so the boxes were readily available then — just as they are 
now, ironically.

No one can readily pinpoint the first year we were at the Farwest Show, but we’re all 
sure it has been more than 30 years.

Lots of things have changed since then. After all, our business has continually grown 
throughout its existence. But for Alpha Nursery’s entire “adult life,” for lack of a better 
term, the Farwest Show has been a constant — just like those holidays we celebrate year 
after year. 

While designing and building the new display prior to the show, I had to wonder why 
that was. Was all this effort really worth it?

Within minutes of the show starting on Wednesday afternoon, I was promptly 
reminded why being at Farwest is an invaluable investment. 

Yes, we wrote orders. Those are really tangible reasons to be there. 
But we did so much more than that: we expressed gratitude (in person!) to our visiting 

customers, several of whom have been stopping by the booth every year we have been there. 
We met lots of new folks with interest in our products. That is always exciting. 
We had face-to-face conversations, exchanged ideas and forged relationships that 

could change the shape of some parts of our business forever. 
We had a lot of fun, too. It turns out nursery people are pretty good at that!
We learned a bit with speakers and experts in the house as well. I found the keynote 

from Ali Noorani, a national leader and D.C. insider on immigration law, to be very 
insightful and enlightening. I heard lots of others rave about seminars, especially the ones 
that piqued their personal interests and passions.

We’ve heard some people say trade shows are “dead.” Farwest was definitely anything 
but. It was invigorating, and I can’t stop thinking about going back again next year for more 
of the same — but likely with some new twists that will keep it as relevant as ever. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
2017–2018 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
 Josh Zielinski Alpha Nursery
 PRESIDENT 5050 Hazelgreen Rd. N.E.
 josh@alphanursery.com Salem, OR 97305-3519
  503-390-1286
  FAX 503-390-2639

 Mike Hiller Kraemer’s Nursery Inc.
 PRESIDENT-ELECT P.O. Box 930

 mike@kniusa.com Mt. Angel, OR 97362
  503-845-2283
  FAX 503-845-6557

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 VICE PRESIDENT 138 NE 22nd Ave.

 simnittnsy@canby.com Canby, OR 97013
  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Kyle Fessler St. Christopher Nursery LLC
 TREASURER 12936 Portland Rd. N.E.

 kyle@stchristophernursery.com Gervais, OR 97026
  503-580-4470
  FAX 503-792-3902

 Mark Bigej Al’s Garden & Home
 PAST PRESIDENT 1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
 mbigej@als-gardencenter.com Woodburn, OR 97071-3616
  503-981-1245
  FAX 503-982-4608

 Josh Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 SECRETARY P.O. Box 100

 josh@robinsonnursery.com Amity, OR 97101
  503-835-4533
  FAX 503-835-3004

 Denece Messenger Decorative Bark Products
 MEMBER AT LARGE P.O. Box 1198
 denecemessenger@comcast.net Tualatin, OR 97062
  503-510-4029
  FAX 503-859-3764

____________

STATE BOARD  
REPRESENTATIVES

 CENTRAL OREGON CHAPTER
 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 gary@landsystemsnursery.com 541-382-7646

 CHRISTMAS TREE CHAPTER
 vacant

 CLACKAMAS CHAPTER
 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery

 afarley@countrysidenursery.com 503-678-0511
 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 amandastaehely@gmail.com 503-810-2598

 EMERALD EMPIRE CHAPTER
 Tamara Clift McKenzie River Nursery
 tamaragreg@msn.com  541-747-2767

 GREENHOUSE CHAPTER
 Andrea Avila-Aragon Smith Gardens

 andrea.avila-aragon@smithgardens.com 503-678-5373
 Mark Leichty Little Prince of Oregon Nursery
 mark@littleprinceoforegon.com   503-678-5687

 MT. HOOD CHAPTER
 Scott Ekstrom Ekstrom Nursery Inc.
 scott_ekstrom@yahoo.com 503-663-4035
 Anthony Kinen Kinen’s Big & Phat  
  Special Plants
 akinen5@gmail.com 503-866-3627

 RETAIL CHAPTER
 Laura Hammond Al's Garden & Home
 lhammond@als-gardencenter.com 503-981-1245

 SUNSET CHAPTER
 Matt Gold Midas Nursery Solutions

 matt.gold@midasnurserysolutions.com 503-628-3059
 Ron Kinney Monrovia

 rkinney@monrovia.com 503-868-7941

 WILLAMETTE CHAPTER
 John Maurer Evergreen Growers Supply Inc.
 john@evergreengrowers.com 
 Robert Van Klaveren Van’s Nursery
 vansnursery@aol.com 503-463-4507

Josh Zielinski
OAN PRESIDENT
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SEPTEMBER 26–27 
CANWEST HORT SHOW
Western Canada’s premier horticulture show will take place at Tradex, the Fraser Valley Trade and 
Exhibition Centre in Abbotsford, B.C. For more information, please visit www.canwesthortshow.com.

Calendar
Get the word out about your event! Email details to calendar@oan.org 
by the 10th day of the month to be included in the next issue of Digger. 

SEP

SEPTEMBER 22–23
FALL GARDEN FAIR 
Hosted at the Oregon Garden and presented by 
the Oregon State Federation of Garden Clubs Inc., 
the Fall Garden Fair invites visitors of all ages to 
engage with gardening in Oregon. Learn more 
about the plants that grow in our region, various 
beautification projects throughout the state, and 
efforts to preserve pollinators. The event includes 
a plant sale, live lectures and workshops. Go to 
tinyurl.com/ydbes7x2 to register.

SEPTEMBER 17–19
AMERICANHORT PLUG & CUTTING 
CONFERENCE
The AmericanHort Plug and Cutting Conference 
in Charlotte, North Carolina, is an offering of 
unique educational content, beneficial to the 
advanced grower through a variety of education 
sessions focusing on plug and cutting principals. 
Additionally, the event offers networking 
opportunities with colleagues and exhibitors 
and a tour of two diverse greenhouse locations: 
Metrolina Greenhouses and Rockwell Farms. Go 
to www.americanhort.org/plug for more details. 

SEPTEMBER 27–28
TENNESSEE GREEN INDUSTRY EXPO
Produced by the Tennessee Nursery & 
Landscape Association and the Middle Tennessee 
Nursery Association, the expo will take place in 
Lebannon, Tennessee. Exhibitors will showcase 
new plant varieties, equipment and products.  
For more information, go to www.tngie.com. 

OCTOBER 1
GOLF FOR EDUCATION
The first Oregon Garden Foundation fundrais-
ing event for the Natural Resources Education 
Program at The Oregon Garden will begin at 
8 a.m. at Stone Creek Golf Club. In partnership 
with Oregon Forest Resources Institute, the 
Natural Resources Education Program provides 
free field trips to more than 5,000 children each 
year, teaching 4th–6th grade students about ecol-
ogy and forestry principals at the Garden. Visit 
www.oregongarden.org/golf-for-education/ for 
registration and sponsorship information.

OCTOBER 4–5, 17–18
FIRST AID AND CPR CLASSES
OAN-sponsored First Aid and Adult CPR train-
ing classes start this October. Sign up early to 
guarantee your seat in the course, as registrations 
will only be accepted up until two days before 
the class is scheduled to take place. Successful 
completion results in certification that is good 
for two years. Conducted in English, the first 
class will run 8 a.m.–noon, Thursday, October 
4. The second Spanish-only class will take place 
8 a.m.–noon, Friday, October 5.  Both sessions 
take place at J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co., 9500 SE 

327th Ave., Boring, Oregon. Two more English 
and Spanish sessions will take place at similar 
times on Wednesday, October 17 and Thursday, 
October 18 at the OAN office, 29751 SW Town 
Center Loop W, Wilsonville, Oregon. Register 
online at www.oan.org/cprclass

OCTOBER 4–7
PORTLAND FALL HOME & GARDEN SHOW 
Taking place at the Portland Expo Center, 2060 
North Marine Dr., Portland, Oregon, this show 
will entertain and inform homeowners about the 
freshest garden designs and themes. For more 
information, visit http://homeshowpdx.com

OCTOBER 4–6
THE LANDSCAPE SHOW
Presented by the Florida Nursery, Growers 
and Landscape Association (FNGLA), The 
Landscape Show is the Southeast’s premier 
landscape and horticulture conference and 
trade event. Held at the Orange County 
Convention Center in Orlando, Florida, the 
show features 450 exhibitors specializing 
in plants, trees, hardscape and horticulture-
related supplies. For more information, 
visit their website at www.fngla.org.

OCTOBER 9
HORTICULTURAL LIGHTING 
CONFERENCE — USA
The Horticultural Lighting Conference 
travels to Portland, Oregon to explore the 
use of horticultural lighting in the North 
American grower and manufacturer 
markets. Connecting research and 
technology to end user applications, 
the Horticultural Lighting Conference’s 
focuses on the latest trends, techniques and 

technologies of the market. Register online at 
horticulturelightingconference.com/usa.

OCTOBER 16–19
LANDSCAPES 2018
The National Association of Landscape 
Professionals will hold its annual conference 
in Louisville, Kentucky. The conference is 
held in conjunction with the GIE+EXPO 
and Hardscape North America trade shows, 
which host nearly 850 indoor and outdoor 
exhibits, and provides more than 135 hours of 
educational sessions. For more information, 
log on to www.greenindustryconference.org.

OCTOBER 24–27
NATIONAL FFA CONFERENCE & EXPO
Nearly 63,000 FFA members and guests 
from across the country will meet in the 
Indianapolis Convention Center, Indianapolis, 
Indiana to participate in general sessions, 
competitive events, educational tours, 
leadership workshops, an expo and shopping 
mall, volunteer activities and more. It is one of 
the largest annual student conventions in the 
world.  Visit convention.ffa.org to learn more.

OCTOBER 26–27 
OAN ANNUAL CONVENTION
Save the dates for the annual Oregon Association 
of Nurseries Convention, which will take place 
over a long weekend at Eagle Crest Resort in 
Redmond, Oregon. The agenda kicks off with the 
hospitality suites reception on Friday evening, 
followed by the Annual Membership Business 
Meeting and General Session on Saturday, and 
concluding with the President’s Awards Banquet 
on Saturday evening. Watch www.oan.org/
convention for details. 
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Oregon Nursery Country 
shows its best at 

GROWERS, LANDSCAPERS, RETAILERS, brokers, 
landscape architects, educators, service providers and 
suppliers came together for the 2018 Farwest Show, 

held August 22–24 at the Oregon Convention Center 
in Portland.

Some were new to the industry, while oth-
ers have been attending or exhibiting since the 
show was founded in 1973. Every age and 
experience level could find something of inter-
est. But regardless of that, this year’s Farwest 
Show was a remarkable convergence of about 
5,000 green industry professionals represent-
ing 28 countries and 45 states.

All were there for three principal reasons: to 
learn, to network, and to do business together.

They gathered in the third-biggest nursery 
state (by sales) in the United States and experi-
enced what is by far Oregon’s largest segment of 
agriculture. Oregon growers sell nearly $1 billion 
worth of green goods annually, and roughly 80 
percent of those Oregon-grown trees, shrubs and plants are des-
tined for out-of-state and international markets.

“As the biggest nursery trade show in the West, Farwest 
is able to deliver a green and trade show experience like no 

other,” said Allan Niemi, director of events for the Oregon 
Association of Nurseries, which produces Farwest. 

“When you walk the floor, you are surrounded by 
plants, and lots of them.”

“What I heard from people on the floor 
was all positive,” said show chairman and 
OAN member Patrick Newton, owner of 
Powell’s Nursery in Gaston, Oregon. “People 
were happy that Farwest attracted serious 
buyers. Folks weren’t just there to check out 

the show. They were there for a reason.”
The Farwest experience included four key 

components — learning, networking, experiencing 
and buying/selling.

Learning. Attendees chose from some 43 
hours of educational seminars and mini-sessions, 
including the Farwest Keynote by Ali Noorani, exec-
utive director of the National Immigration Forum. 

His address, “Leading the Way: A New Approach to American 
Immigration,” explored ways in which the intractable stale-

Left: Farwest Show attendees gather outside in the lobby of the Oregon Convention Center. Top right: Colleagues network at Pub Crawl.

Bottom right: Guests photograph displays at the Little Prince of Oregon booth. 

Ali Noorani delivers his 
keynote address.
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Farwest 2018

mate over immi-
gration law may, 

with effort and time, 
be broken. 

Other seminars 
covered every facet of 

the green industry, from 
plant trends to succession 

planning to automation to 
irrigation and even human 

resource management. Nearly 
12 percent of Farwest attendees 

attended at least one seminar.
Networking. A series of 

events provided attendees many 
opportunities to build valuable new 

connections with other industry pro-
fessionals. The Farwest Happy Hour 

closed the first day of the show, while the 

legendary Farwest Pub Crawl sampling 
Portland’s beer scene concluded the sec-
ond day. 

Also popular were the Emergent: A 
Group for Growing Professionals recep-
tion that focused on industry people under 
40, and the Women in Horticulture net-
working event.

Experiencing. Three showcases 
let Farwest attendees experience the very 
newest and best in plants, products and 
consumer trends. 

The New Varieties Showcase included 
a record 62 outstanding new plant intro-
ductions, from annuals to perennials to 
shrubs to grasses to trees, inspiring discus-
sion about which was the most exciting. 
Attendees cast more than 1,800 votes for 
their favorites. 
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proptek.com   sales@proptek.com   (800) 487 1381

Distributed in the Northwest by ZERO Root Circling
VIGOROUS Roots
HEALTHIER Plants

EFFECTIVE Sterilization
SUPER Long Life

EASY To Carry

Proptek propagation containers feature 
patented air root pruning technology 
and mechanizable features that help 

both your trees & your profits.

Suitable for the propagation of fruit, nut 
and landscape trees

Better Trees & Shrubs
Save Time - Save Money

The New Products Showcase included 
13 products designed to enhance opera-
tions and profits at the wholesale or retail 
level, from equipment to fungicides to 
pottery and even innovatively packaged 
plants like the Instant Hedge. 

And the Growing Trends Showcase, 
featuring a tiny house and surrounding 
garden, synthesized numerous trends in 
one appealing package. 

“At a time when consumers are 
becoming sustainability minded, growing 
more edible plants, getting more water 
efficient, shrinking their carbon foot-
print and getting in tune with nature, the 
Growing Trends Showcase captured it 
all,” Niemi said.

But experiences weren’t limited to 
the show floor. Pre-show tours 

Opposite page: Top left: Leslie Halleck dis-
cusses indoor gardening. Center left: Women 
in Horticulture connect at the Farwest Show. 
Lower left: New professionals share ideas at the 
Emergent group gathering. Right: People gather 
on the Farwest trade show floor.  

This page: Top: Jeff Pipp, Proven Winners, sets up 
plants at the New Varieties Showcase. Bottom: 
The New Products Showcase highlighted inno-
vative new products for the industry.
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Farwest 2018

demonstrated the innovation that 
Oregon’s retailers, tree growers and 
energy-efficient nurseries are bringing to 
the table in 2018 and beyond.

Buying and selling. Perhaps most 
important of all was the core of the trade 
show — the expo itself. Close to 400 
exhibitors showed their best offerings, 

New Varieties Showcase: ‘Cherry Choco Latte’ wins top honors

with many investing extra creativity and 
innovation, not to mention farm-fresh 
plants, to bring their booths to life — and 
also bring attendees’ camera phones out 
of their pockets.

“Someone made a comment to me 
that more of the exhibitors put more 
effort into more of their booth, which is 

a nice thing,” 
Newton said. “It 
just makes the entire show look 
and feel better.”

To name just a few, Bamboo Garden’s 
booth was a densely packet thicket of 
trunks and leaves, while Hopper Bros. 

Left: Mickey Hatley, Northwest Farm Credit Services, moderated a talk about succession planning.  
Right: New Varieties Showcase featured 62 plant introductions.

• Hibiscus 
SUMMERIFIC® ‘Holy 
Grail’ PPAF CPBRAF 
— Judges’ Award of 
Merit and People’s 
Choice Award of 
Merit. Introduced by 
Walters Gardens Inc. and 
available from Walla Walla Nursery Co. 

• Urban Sunset® Maple (Acer  
truncatum × platanoi-
des ‘JFS-KW187’ 
PP27545) — Judges’ 
Award of Merit. 
Selected by Keith 
Warren from the 
maple breeding 
program of J. Frank 
Schmidt & Son Co., and 
introduced by (and available from)  
J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co. 

• Summer Wine® Black 
Ninebark (Physocarpus 
opulifolius 
‘SMNPMS’ PPAF, 
CPBRAF) — 
Judges’ Award 
of Merit. Bred 
by Tim Wood at 
Spring Meadow 
Nursery in Grand 
Haven, Michigan and introduced by 
Spring Meadow Nursery and Proven 
Winners. Available from Proven 
Winners (Booth #3049).

• Dolce® 
Wildberry Coral 
Bells (Heuchera 
× ‘Wildberry’ 
PPAF, CPBRAF) 
— People’s 
Choice Award of 
Merit. Introduced by 
Walters Gardens Inc. and 
available from Farwest exhibitor 
Proven Winners.

• Maui Worm-
wood (Artemisia 
mauiensis 
MAKANA 
‘Silver’) — 
People’s Choice 
Award of Merit. 
Bred, introduced by and 
available from Farwest exhibitor 
Terra Nova Nurseries.

All of the New Varieties Showcase 
selections are viewable at 

farwestshow.com/
new-varieties-showcase/.

Judges and attendees at the 2018 Farwest Show agreed 
in each selecting SUMMERIFIC® ‘Cherry Choco Latte’ Rose 

Mallow (Hibiscus ‘Cherry Choco Latte’ PPAF CBRAF) as their 
Best in Show winners in the show’s New Varieties Showcase.

‘Cherry Choco Latte’ was one of 62 outstanding new selections 
on display at the 2018 Farwest Show and available from at least one 

show exhibitor. “Farwest consistently displays the best new selections the 
horticulture industry has to offer, and our 2018 show was no different,” 

show director Allan Niemi of the Oregon Association of Nurseries said.
‘Cherry Choco Latte’ is introduced by Walters Gardens Inc. and is 

available from Farwest Show exhibitor Walla Walla Nursery Co. Inc. (Booth 
#12019). It is a brand-new, long blooming hibiscus with a smaller size that is more suitable for tighter spaces. Very large, 8–9-
inch, three-dimensional flowers are white with intense deep pink veining and a notably large red eye. 

In addition, judges and voters gave Awards of Merit as follows:
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OUTSTANDING VALUE

EXPANDED 
ORNAMENTAL OFFERINGS
IMPECCABLE SERVICE
From Acers to Zelkova, and many varieties 
in between, we specialize in understock for 
flowering, fruiting and shade. 

Our customers come to us for our quality 
rootstock. They come back for our service 
and attention-to-detail. 

WillametteNurseries.com

GR
OW

N I
N T

HE HEART OF THE 

WILLAMETTE
VALLEY

Canby, Oregon

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Booth awards: Ball Horticultural captures top honors

Left: Desirable containers were one of the many supplies on the show floor. Right: An attendee captures a great holiday display idea. 

Grower
• Best 10×10 Booth – Dinsdale Nursery.
• Best 10×20 or Larger Row Booth – Youngblood Nursery.

Service/Supply
• Best 10×10 Booth – Swanson Bark & Wood Products Inc.
• Best 10×20 or Larger Row Booth – Henri by Stonecasters LLC.
• Best Island Booth – BCS America.

The show also recognized exhibitors who put extra creativity into their booths with three Far From Ordinary booth 
awards. Winning that award this year were Youngblood Nursery, Bamboo Garden and Open Range.

Ball Horticultural Company (Booth #5043) captured 
the coveted Ted Van Veen Best in Show booth award at 
the 2018 Farwest Show. The company won for its vividly 
colored booth packed with flowers and brightly lit dis-
plays, including a display of energy-saving LED grow 
lights.

Ball also captured a Best of Division award for 
Best Island Booth, Grower. Other Best of Division 
award winners included the following:
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Save the dates
August 21–23, 2019

Marion Ag Service is proud to partner 
with Harrell’s, LLC to bring you Polyon™ 
controlled release fertilizer

Our team has the knowledge and experience 
to assist you in making sound decisions.

www.marionag.com

• Nutrition Programs
• Pest Management
• Testing & Analysis
• Seed Cleaning
• Sand Blasting 
• Paint Shop

Marion Ag Service is proud to partner 
with Harrell’s, LLC to bring you Polyon™

controlled release fertilizer

Farm Store  
20160 Main Street, St. Paul, OR 97137  

503-633-4281 
Home of the St. Paul Rodeo

Get the longevity you pay for

• Custom Blending
• Dry Fertilizer 
• Liquid Fertilizer
• Organic Fertilizer
• Lime & Dolomite 

Application

Broadacres North 
9400 St. Paul Highway,  Aurora, OR 97002  
503-633-4562

Farwest 2018

Top: Thimble Homes LLC constructed a custom 
tiny house for the Growing Trends Showcase. 
Bottom: Farwest Show committee members 
Dale Parra and Robb Sloan congratulate each 
other for a good Farwest Show. 

packed their booth with conifers of every 
size, shape and color, and Little Prince of 
Oregon Nursery lured in customers with 
creative use of plants in a fishing-themed 
booth. Iseli Nursery put together a conifer 
island to rival any. 

The most creative exhibitors reported 
that their creativity paid off in the form of 
greater interest from show attendees.
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Northwest News
OAN members and chapters are encouraged to send in relevant news items, such as new hires, 
new products, acquisitions, honors received and past or upcoming events. Email news@oan.org.

Mt. Hood golf event 
brings growers, 
suppliers together

More than 60 players 
took part in the Mt. Hood 
Chapter’s Pitch and Putt golf 
tournament, held August 2 at 
McMenamins Edgefield Golf 
Course in Troutdale, Oregon.

The event allowed par-
ticipants to network, discover 
new vendors and enjoy a 
beverage with colleagues. 
Through good swings and bad, 
golfing growers and green 
industry professionals took 
their best shots at the “Happy 
Gilmore”-shot, Closest-to-the-
Pin competition, “The Charles 
Barkley”-shot and other fun 
game titles. Both skilled and 
questionable athletes took 
home several prizes and free 
giveaways. Many participants 
continued their shenanigans 
into the evening.

The event was sponsored 
through a chapter event 
grant from Northwest Farm 
Credit Services. Mt. Hood 
Chapter and the OAN would 
like to recognize hole spon-
sors: Al’s Garden & Home, 
Cool Planet, Decorative 
Bark, Fisher Mill Supply Inc., 
Gulick Transportation, H.D. 
Fowler Company, Integrity 
Logistics, J. Frank Schmidt 
& Son Co., K.P.D., Left Coast 
Logistics, OBC Northwest Inc., 
Oregon Farm Bureau, Papé 
Machinery, Simplot Partners, 
Stettler Supply Company, 
Solexx and Wilbur-Ellis.

NURSERY AND GREENHOUSE SALES 
SOAR TO $948 MILLION IN OREGON

The Oregon nursery industry climbed to 
its second-best sales year on record in 2017, 
according to newly released figures from the 
Oregon Department of Agriculture.

The state’s wholesale and retail nurseries 
tallied an estimated $947.7 million in sales 
during the calendar year, which was more than 
enough to make nursery and greenhouse crops 
Oregon’s top agricultural commodity, ahead of 
cattle and calves, which were in second place 
at $695 million. 

“The wholesale nursery industry is a trad-
ed sector that serves markets in every time zone 
of the United States, as well as Canada and 
overseas, and brings significant dollars back to 
the Oregon economy,” said Jeff Stone, executive 
director of the Oregon Association of Nurseries. 
“More than three-fourths of what we grow in 
Oregon is shipped over state lines, to destina-
tions as far away as the East Coast.”

It was the Oregon nursery industry’s best 
sales year since 2007, when $1.039 billion worth 
of Oregon nursery and greenhouse products 
were sold, just prior to the Great Recession, 
which caused sales to decline. Read more at 
www.diggermagazine.com/sales-2017/

250 PEOPLE COMPLETE WORKER 
PROTECTION STANDARD TRAINING

When the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency and Oregon OSHA announced changes 
to the Worker Protection Standard (WPS) for 
pesticide use, the OAN worked with partners 
to put together a series of training sessions for 
both employers and pesticide handlers. The ses-
sions were designed to help businesses protect 
their workers while complying with the rules. 

The sessions were held at six different 
locations around the Willamette Valley and 
were open to all industry members. More 
than 250 people attended. OAN’s partners 
included Oregon State University, the Oregon 
Department of Agriculture and SAIF. Employer 
sessions were offered in English, while han-
dler sessions were offered in both English and 
Spanish. Funding was provided through a 
USDA specialty crop block grant administered 
by ODA.

OAN members were sent a mailer contain-
ing three posters and a training DVD to help 
them understand the new rules, comply with 
them, and educate their workers. Enforcement 
of the new rules will begin in January. More 
information and downloads can be found at 
www.oan.org/wps.

$500 million

$600 million

$700 million

$800 million

$900 million

$1 billion

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Oregon’s nursery and greenhouse sales

Source: Oregon Department of Agriculture / Oregon State University

$948MILLION
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The OAN would like to thank the 
five nurseries that graciously supported the 
industry by hosting the WPS training ses-
sions in locations convenient to growers. 
They included Alpha Nursery Inc., Fall 
Creek Farm & Nursery, J. Frank Schmidt 
& Son, Monrovia, and Woodburn Nursery 
& Azaleas. Two other sessions were held at 
OAN in Wilsonville.

GRANT WOULD FUND 
INTERMODAL RAIL-FREIGHT 
FACILITY

Two groups are competing for a $25 
million grant to create an intermodal rail 
and freight site. One group would like to 
build it near the Powerland Heritage Park 
in Brooks, while the other proposal would 

Northwest News

A Worker Protection Standard training session was held at Monrovia's facilities in 
Dayton, Oregon.  PHOTO BY CURT KIPP

be further down the valley at Millersburg, 
near Albany.

According to the Statesman Journal 
(Salem, Oregon), businesses currently 
have to truck their containers to Seattle 
or Tacoma, Washington because Portland 
Terminal 6 shut down in 2016. The gover-
nor-appointed Transportation Commission 
will choose the winning proposal. Read 
more online at tinyurl.com/ydbypgoh.

LIC TECHNICIAN-EXTERIOR 
TESTING ONLINE BY 2020

Starting on January 1, 2020, the 
NALP Landscape Industry Certified 
Technician-Exterior test will be available 
online. According to a release by Landscape 
Management, the hands-on and written tests 
will continue until then. These are currently 
only administered by 15 states. Visit  
tinyurl.com/y95rx9xp for more details. 

In Memoriam  
DONALD POWELL

The Oregon Association 
of Nurseries is saddened to report the 
passing of Donald Powell, owner of 
Garland Nursery in Corvallis, Oregon, 
who was a past president and honorary life 
member of the OAN, and a member of the Oregon Nurseries’ 
Hall of Fame.

Mr. Powell passed away August 27, 2018 at a residential 
and memory care facility in Corvallis. He was 83.

A memorial service will be held at 3 p.m. Tuesday, 
September 4, at the Episcopal Church of the Good Samaritan, 
333 N.W. 35th Street, Corvallis.

Donald Willis Powell was born February 22, 1935 in 
Corvallis to Lee Alexander Powell and Garland Schmidt 
Powell. He was an only child and both of his parents were 
teachers. They lived in several cities around Oregon before set-
tling back in Corvallis after the death of Donald’s grandfather.

Donald played football and basketball at Corvallis 
high School, graduating in 1953. He attended Oregon State 
College, graduating in 1958 with a degree in landscape 
architecture. During those years, he spent a six-month stint in 
the U.S. Army in 1957 and 1958 and served for several years 
in the reserves after that.

Upon graduation from college, Don and two friends 
opened a nursery and landscaping business in Gig Harbor, 
Washington. Don married Sandra Jean Nichols on August 5, 
1961 in Gig Harbor.

In 1962, Don and Sandra moved to Corvallis to assist in 
the operation of Garland Nursery, which was then owned by 
his mother. He brought his talents to the business, working in 
landscape design and eventually bringing other designers on 
board as part of a landscape construction business. Don and 
Sandra worked side by side for 50 years running the nursery.

The Powells amassed a strong record of service to the 
nursery industry. Donald served as president of the OAN Retail 
Chapter and in 1981 served as president of the OAN Board of 
Directors. He was part of the original committee to start the 
Oregon Garden in Silverton, Oregon, and was a founder of the 
Northwest Nursery Buyers Association.

Don also served the Corvallis community as a member 
of the Benton County Parks Commission and the Corvallis 
Association of Homebuilders. He was a charter member of the 
Rotary Club of Greater Corvallis.

Don received the Pacific Coast Nurseryman Outstanding 
Service Awared in 1982 and was chosen OAN Retailer of 
the Year in 1995. He and Sandra were designated as OAN 
Honorary Life Members in 1997. In 1999, they were inducted 
into the Oregon Nurseries’ Hall of Fame.

Don is survived by his wife, Sandra; his son, past OAN 
president Lee Allen Powell (Linda); two daughters, Brenda 
Powell (Mitch Brown) and Erica Powell Kaminskas (Jim 
Kaminskas); and two granddaughters. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may be made to Lumina Hospice or 
Heartland Humane Society. The donations may be sent in care 
of McHenry Funeral Home, 206 N.W. Fifth Street, Corvallis, 
Oregon 97330, which is also handling arrangements. 
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When the well runs dry
— whether it’s done seriously or playfully. 
“Don’t forget that this Friday is Valentine’s 
Day! Why send flowers when you can give 
perennials? They don’t say ‘I love you for 
now,’ they say ‘I love you FOREVER.’”

3. Start a conversation. Ask a 
question about something most people 
have an opinion about. It can be related 
to your business, but it doesn’t have to 
be. One of our B2B clients told me once 
that the Facebook post he got the most 
comments on, ever, was when he posted, 
“Who is your favorite Muppet and why?” 
Ask about anything — people’s favorite 

gardening tips, their preferences about 
types of plants, their plans for the week-
end, their favorite 1970s TV show. People 
will respond and have fun with your post.

4. Talk culture. Is the biggest block-
buster of the year opening in theaters 
today? Is the Rose Bowl about to happen? 
Is there a meme sweeping the internet (like 
Yanni vs. Laurel, which I think we can 
all agree was Yanni)? Get in on the fun 
and share your own perspective on what’s 
happening. These are moments just about 
everyone is aware of, talking about, and 
probably interested in. Avoid hot button 
social issues and political topics, but oth-
erwise the sky’s the limit.

5. Find something interesting to 
say. When in doubt, Google something 

like “weird facts about 
trees,” or find a Wikipedia 
article for the current date 
(e.g., September 4) to see 
what historical events 
happened that day, or 
visit BrainyQuote.com to 
find an interesting quote 
related to whatever topic 
or a person you want. The 
odds are good that if you 
find it interesting, your 
customers will, too. There’s 
no end to the information 
you can find online, 
much of it fascinating.

6. Find something 
interesting to look at. A 

Google image search will find all kinds of 
beautiful, interesting, weird, scary, awful, 
wonderful, amazing pictures. Maybe you 
have “Tree Tuesday” every week and post 
a picture of an awesome tree you found 
online. (Credit the site or the photogra-
pher!) Or, as your personality and your 
customers’ personalities allow, find memes 
that people will laugh at, particularly if 
they have to do with your business.

Social media can be a slog, but it 
doesn’t have to be. Maintaining a compel-
ling, interesting feed requires diligence and 
creativity. When you’re out of ideas, don’t 
despair. Use these tips and you’ll seem like 
a pro. Good luck, and happy posting! 

PIVOT POINTS

WHEN IT COMES TO social 
media, customers expect to 
hear from the brands they 

love regularly. That means you need to 
post multiple times a week — maybe even 
every day! 

Maintaining a good social media 
page — whether on Instagram, Facebook, 
Twitter, LinkedIn, wherever — is often a 
lot of fun, but let’s be honest. 

Sometimes it’s a real challenge, too. 
My own moments of drudgery arrive 

when I’m out of ideas but need to post 
something anyway. I used to agonize at 
my writer’s block and stare 
at the screen until an idea 
mercifully showed up — or 
else I would just give up 
for the day. 

In time, I’ve devel-
oped strategies for creating 
social media content even 
when I’m out of ideas. 
This month, I’m sharing 
some simple options for 
when you can’t think of 
something on your own. 
Here are my six go-to 
strategies:

1. Share industry 
news. Visit your favorite 
websites for industry news 
or search out the latest news tangentially 
related to the nursery industry. Post links 
to the articles you find on your social 
media page. Along with the link, provide 
your own commentary or thoughts 
about the article. If you do this enough, 
your social media followers will start 
looking to you as a resource for the latest 
information and come back to your page 
for more.

2. Look at the calendar. Is there a 
holiday or another well-known event com-
ing up that you can mention, or offer some 
recipes for, or just wish people a happy 
[fill-in-the-blank]? The more you can con-
nect events to your business, the better 

Ian Doescher

Ian Doescher is the Director of  
Nonprofit Marketing at Pivot Group,  

a marketing agency in Portland, Oregon. 
He can be reached at ian@askpivot.com.

POST

Compose message ...
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Specializing in Heavy Duty structures to cover all 
your greenhouse needs

Standard and Custom sizes available

IS YOUR GREENHOUSE READY FOR FALL? 

503-678-2700 • 800-347-2701(outside OR)
www.ovg.com • kips@ovg.com

20357 Hwy 99E • Aurora, OR 97002

ALSO OFFERING
• Heaters
• Exhaust Fans
• Ground Cover
• Shade Cloth
• Poly
• Wire Lock
• Poly Carbonate
• Roll-ups
• Code Structures

Poly Sale
32 x 100 6mil 4 YR Clear ..... $275.00
48 x 100 6mil 4 YR Clear ..... $413.00
*many sizes available

Clear Corrugated 
Poly Carbonate

$1.00 sq. ft

Clear 8mil TwinWall 
Poly Carbonate

$1.65 sq. ft.

~
I

12’ Wire Lock
(base, wires & screws)

$12.54

: THE PEOPLE ISSUE
ISSUE DATE: November 2018

On average, more than 9,300 people are 
employed as part of Oregon’s nursery industry 
each month (Source: Oregon Employment 
Department, 2017). These workers are essential to an 
industry that generates nearly $1 billion in sales. They 
also represent a huge investment for nursery industry 
employers, who have a total payroll of $317 million 
per year and rising. The special People Issue of Digger 
magazine will focus on the ever-shifting labor pool, the 
use of incentives and compensation to retain workers, 
and the development of managers and leaders for the 
industry’s future.
 
If your company is hiring, or offers 
services to growers (insurance, benefits, 
training, development, labor contracting, consulting) 
then the Digger People Issue represents a valuable 
opportunity to connect with our targeted nursery 
industry audience. 

All OAN members receive exclusive ad rate discounts.

7,600 print copies in 
circulation!

Advertising deadline: 

OCTOBER 5
PUBLISHED BY

NOVEMBER 2018

The People Issue
PAGE 1

Coming soon ...

SPECIAL ISSUE

Contact us today!
Blair Thompson  
Advertising Account Manager 

503-682-5089
bthompson@oan.org

Connect with our targeted industry audience
The Oregon Association of Nurseries’ Digger is the go-to magazine for green industry professionals  

looking to buy nursery supplies, related services and plant material. 
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The lowdown on  
low conifers

The interest and versatility of these slow growers makes them attractive 

for residential and commercial settings

BY TRACY ILENE MILLER

CONIFERS GROW WITH such variation of habit that even 
of the low-growing types, the options are vast, offering a 
number of combinations of texture, color and height to meet 

a variety of landscape needs. 
From prostrate to spreading, low-growing conifers can naturally 

fill in landscaped areas as well as provide distinct focal points in gar-
den displays.

“As more people learn about these plants, they are specifying 
them more,” said Sandy Dittmar, consumer marketing representative 
at Iseli Nursery (Boring, Oregon), which specializes in conifers. “The 
demand is there.”

Defining what is a low-growing conifer can be tricky, as habit 
can be manipulated. For instance, a dwarf, staked conifer becomes 
a rambler through the understory when allowed. Nonetheless, low 
conifers generally can be divided into three types:

• Prostrate conifers are flat and grow along the ground without 
setting roots. They are more officially considered groundcovers.

• Spreading conifers, although not formally considered ground-
covers, grow much wider than tall and will fill a space over time. For 
example, Blue Star juniper (Juniperus squamata ‘Blue Star’) spreads 
flatter, about 2–3 feet high by 3–4 feet wide. It is used well in the 
border or in mass plantings for low-maintenance landscaping

• Dwarf conifers are not groundcovers and work as indi-
vidual plants but are flat, not globes, Dittmar said. They will 
consume a space much wider than tall. For instance, Picea abies 
‘Elegans’ is a slow-growing dwarf. Its habit is a flat and wide, 
densely branched mound, about 2–4 feet tall and 3–4 feet wide.

“People have become more aware of the dwarf conifers in gen-
eral, and see opportunities to use certain plants in a setting where 
they want ground-covering,” Dittmar said.

It does take some exploring, learning and understanding, 
though. Conifers can be a harder sell, Dittmar said, because con-

sumers are less familiar with them 
than, say, a rose or a daffodil. 
Plus, a conifer comes in at a higher 
price point because it takes longer 
to produce. 

“But they’re never going to have 
to buy it again; whereas, the other plant 
will need to be replaced,” Dittmar said. 

Also, they are a natural fit for many 
of today’s lifestyles. They’re suitable in 
smaller urban lots for people with no 
time for maintenance and who want their 
plants to look good all year.

“We want an oasis, and there’s the 
shapes and forms of plant material with 
conifers to provide that,” Dittmar said.

Some favorites
Juniperus horizontalis ‘Mother Lode’, 

introduced in the early 1990s by Iseli as a sport 
off Juniperus horizontalis ‘Wiltonii’ (creeping juniper), is one 
example. It grows extremely flat, inches off the ground, with bright, 
golden yellow foliage that turns a rich burgundy in winter. 

Juniperus communis ‘Green Carpet’ is one of Dittmar’s favor-
ites, due to its foliage that starts out bright green and deepens to a 
rich green as it matures. It reaches just under a foot high and grows 
fairly quickly, at 3–6 inches per year. Hardy to Zone 3, it’s a good 
choice in dryer climates and in formal gardens.

Juniperus communis ‘Effusa’ is flat but has more of a native or 
natural look than ‘Green Carpet,’ Dittmar said. Thus, it is closer to 
the straight species while still filling an area, growing 6–8 inches a 
year and maturing at 2 feet high by 10 feet wide. 

Juniperus 

communis 

'Corilagen'

PHOTO COURTESY 

OF ISELI NURSERY / 

RANDALL C. SMITH 

PHOTOGRAPHER

Pinus sylvestris 'Albyn Prostrata'

PHOTO COURTESY OF ISELI NURSERY / RANDALL C. SMITH PHOTOGRAPHER

Juniperus horizontalis 'Mother Lode'

PHOTO COURTESY OF ISELI NURSERY / RANDALL C. SMITH PHOTOGRAPHER

Picea pungens 'Procumbens'

PHOTO COURTESY OF ISELI NURSERY / RANDALL 

C. SMITH PHOTOGRAPHER

Pinus sylvestris 

'Hillside Creeper'

PHOTO COURTESY OF ISELI 

NURSERY / RANDALL C. 

SMITH PHOTOGRAPHER

Advertising deadline: 

OCTOBER 5
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The lowdown on 
 low conifers

† For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer and the product operator’s manual. Power (HP/KW) and other 
specifications are based on various standards or recommended practices. K1278-21-140546-6

Which Kubota Is For You?

STORE
HOURS:

Mon–Fri: 8–5 
Sat: 8–Noonwww.ovs.com • 800-653-2216

OVS MCMINNVILLE
2700 ST. JOSEPH RD.
MCMINNVILLE, OR
(503) 435-2700
 

OVS AURORA
19658 HWY. 99 E.
HUBBARD, OR
(971) 216-0111

Full Service Shops with Mobile Capabilities!

SVL75-2
• 74.3 Gross HP,† 4-Cylinder Turbocharged Kubota Diesel Engine
• Powerful Breakout Force • 360º Visibility in Cab • High Ground Clearance

Which Kubota Is For You?Which Kubota Is For You?
See OVS For Available Financing Today!

• 74.3 Gross HP,
• Powerful Breakout Force • 360º Visibility in Cab • High Ground Clearance

RTV-X900G-H
 • 21.6 Gross HP,† 3-Cylinder Kubota Diesel Engine • Variable Hydro Transmission (VHT-X)
• Standard 4-Wheel Drive • 60:40 Split Bench Seats Provide Hours of Riding Comfort

Picea pungens 
‘Procumbens’ is a good blue 
spruce that sprawls. Dittmar lik-
ened it to a Colorado blue spruce 
that has been flattened to hug the 
ground. It becomes lush blue carpet 
of the signature frosty blue color, 
growing up to 8 inches a year and reach-
ing 10 feet at maturity. Sometimes it sends 
up a leader, which can be pruned to allow it 
to continue to sprawl, filling a space nicely 
when paired with an upright blue spruce, 
Dittmar said.

Pinus strobus ‘Niagara Falls’, an Iseli 
introduction, has long needles with a blue-
green cast that are soft to the touch, Dittmar 
said. The plant cascades and flows with a 
natural look that fills a space quickly, she 
said, growing 6–8 inches a year and matur-
ing at 6 feet tall and 10 feet wide. 

Another taller, quickly spreading coni-

fer, Pinus sylvestris ‘Albyn Prostrate’ (a 
Scotch pine), has a thicker, courser needle, a 
stiffer appearance and a blue cast on thick 
green needles, giving it a deep, rich look. 

Additionally, Tsuga heterophylla 
‘Thorsen’s Weeping’ is a western hemlock 
often seen as staked and weeping. If not 
staked, Dittmar said, it will grow horizon-
tally, about 3–6 inches per year, with deep 
emerald soft-looking branches. 

Easy growing, Easy care
Low-growing conifers usually do 

not demand excess attention, said Maren 
Davis, marketing supervisor at Highland 

Meadow Nursery (Molalla, Oregon). With 
proper care, such conifers will offer consumers 
beauty and longevity in a landscape, she said.

What’s more, low-spreading conifers 
can reduce the lawn footprint in residential 
gardens, she said. In industrial settings, the 
slower growth habit of prostrate evergreens is 
a plus for maintenance. One design approach 
would be to combine them with mixed grassy 
areas and groupings of taller evergreens. 

In a residential setting, a good mix 
includes the very low and the mid-size ever-
greens (including broadleaf types), and then 
some tall narrow evergreens with various col-
ors and textures, Davis said. With the addition 
of grasses and/or perennial accents, the result 
is a complete landscape.

Juniperus communis 'Effusa'

PHOTO COURTESY OF ISELI NURSERY / RANDALL C. SMITH PHOTOGRAPHER

Juniperus communis 'Green Carpet'

PHOTO COURTESY OF ISELI NURSERY / RANDALL C. SMITH 

PHOTOGRAPHER
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For instance, Davis likes to com-
bine one of her favorites, Icee Blue® 
(Juniperus horizontalis ‘Monber’), with 
other conifers. It hugs the ground with 
silvery blue foliage up to 4 inches tall 
and 8 feet wide. She suggested placing 
it with Picea pungens ‘Procumbens’ 
(a prostate Colorado blue spruce), 
Sequoiadendron giganteum ‘Pendulum’ 
(weeping giant sequoia), and/or the 
weeping and pendulous habit of P. abies 
‘Pendula’ (weeping Norway spruce) to 
create a low tableau and a beautiful 
grouping of conifers.

In larger industrial plantings, she 
has seen P. abies ‘Pendula’ and P. omor-
ika ‘Pendula’ (weeping Serbian spruce), 
which is lesser known, work as a group-
ing with J. horizontalis ‘Wiltonii’ (creep-
ing juniper) wrapped around the base. 

“‘Wiltonii’ is always in demand 
because it works everywhere,” Davis 
said. “I see it used in large commercial 
projects that use a fair number of them, 
and even in smaller projects.”

‘Wiltonii’ is a reliable workhorse 
that adapts to a range of conditions, 
tolerates heat, poor soils and dry grow-
ing conditions and forms a dense mat 
up to 8 feet wide and 4–6 inches tall. 
It’s also a good plant for growers. They 
can expect that in 18 months it will be 
market ready at a larger size than some 
of the other newer low-growing conifer 
varieties, Davis said.

Davis also recommended Juniperus 
horizontalis ‘Golden Carpet’, with a nice 
gold color, disease resistance and a love 
of full sun. It has an expected spread 
of 10 inches wide and a height of one 
foot, which makes it useful for land-
scapes where an annual blowing in of 
landscape bark or chips can be expected, 
Davis said. 

J. chinensis ‘Daub’s Frosted’ has 
golden yellow new growth that retains 
a yellow tinge throughout the growing 
season and contrasts with the mature 
blue-green foliage; an ability to thrive on 
hot, dry banks in poor soil; and a flat 
habit, maturing at 10 inches tall by 3 
feet wide.

• Shipping Materials
    - Pallet repair boards, shipping gates,
      tilt sticks.
• Custom Assembly
    - Shipping racks, bare root 
      crates and nursery pallets.
• Planting Stakes
    - Multiple sizes available
• Treated Lumber
    - Multiple sizes available

503-434-5525
1726 SW Highway 18, McMinnville, OR 97218 • www.dstakemill.com         

Lumber Products for All Nursery Needs

Juniperus horizontalis 'Golden Carpet'

PHOTO COURTESY OF ISELI NURSERY / RANDALL C. SMITH 

PHOTOGRAPHER
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obcnw.com

800.477.4744

Non-Electric Proportional 
Fertilizer Injectors: 14 -100 GPM

Semi-Gable, Semi-Quonset,
and Gutter Connected

Dosatron Injectors

Everything You Need to Grow

Greenhouses

• Automate hydroponics nutrient mixes
• Deliver precise results
• Easy to use and maintain with no reservoirs
• Parallel installations inject multiple nutrients 

in a single water line

• Bamboo
• Burlap
• Containers
• EarthPots
• Fertilizer
• Soil
• Ground Cover
• Hardware

• Label Printers
• Poly Film
• Shade Cloth
• Twine
• Tye Tapes
• Wire Baskets
• Greenhouse Supplies

Licensed & Bonded • License #127055 (OR) • OBCNO1   H022CR (WA)

Clear and blackout poly film, shade cloth, 
privacy screen, single and double wall 
polycarbonate, heaters, exhaust fans, 
circulation fans, soil mixes, and more 
supplies to grow with.

1076 SW Berg Parkway
Canby, Oregon 97013

The deep green and feathery carpet 
of J. communis ‘Corielagen’ is hardy 
down to Zone 3 and grows at a fast 6–8 
inches a year, reaching 12 inches high by 
10 feet wide.

Davis also recommends the 
Juniperus conferta (shore juniper) types, 
which are hardy to zone 6 and are resis-
tant to deer, drought, erosion and air 
pollution. “Birds like them, and so do 
our native snakes,” Davis said. “They 
also do not have any disease issues like 
the horizontalis and sabinas do.”

New varieties in development
Rare Tree Nursery (Silverton, 

Oregon) has in development two to 
three dozen varieties it classifies as 
spreading conifers, said Sam Pratt, sales 
manager, but only has six to eight avail-
able at a time that are garden-worthy.

“We’re seeing a shift away from 
Chinese juniper that was the default 
in the ‘80s and ‘90s and a movement 
toward pines and firs and spruces that 
have more texture and variety than 
what was available a few years back,” 
Pratt said.

The nursery has received frequent 
requests for two pines in particular, 
especially in larger sizes.

Pinus sylvestris ‘Hillside Creeper’, a 
scotch pine, has been in production for 
a while, but customers are now noticing 
it for its vigor and ability to fill in spaces 
10 feet wide.

P. banksiana ‘Schoodic’, a selection 
of jack pine, which Pratt calls a bullet-
proof, tough-as-nails option, is hardy to 
USDA Zone 2. It is very flat and resis-
tant to vertical growth, spreading 4–6 
inches per year and maturing at 4 feet. 

In spruces, Pratt recommends 
Picea abies ‘Gold Drift’, a Norway 
spruce. When not staked, it forms a 
carpet, growing 6–9 inches per year. 

The lowdown on low 
conifers

Pinus strobus 'Niagara Falls'

PHOTO COURTESY OF ISELI NURSERY / RANDALL C. 

SMITH PHOTOGRAPHER

(Continued on page 26)
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EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

1. Select Standard or Display Classified formats.

2. Determine general heading and subhead that ad runs under:
 •  General: “Employment,” “Plant Material,”“Service/Supply,” “Real Estate.”
 •  Subheads run under general headings. Create your own, but be general: 

“Conifers,” “Liners,” “Equipment,” etc.

3. Indicate number of months ad runs.

4.  Indicate any blind box for confidential replies. We assign number and  
mail any responses.

5. Compose ad. Designate headlines.

6. Email ad by deadline, September 10 for the October issue.

7. We bill after publication.

8. We reserve right to edit ads for content.

Classified Line Ad
• $35/column inch for OAN members / $55 for nonmembers.
•  Regular, one-column, standard typeface, approximately 28–38 characters 

per line, 7 lines per inch. Use headlines, bold, italics and special characters.
• Corporate logo (black & white) $30 additional charge.

Classified Display Ad (plus production charges @ $69/hour)
•  $45/column inch for OAN members / $71 for nonmembers.
•  Use logos, display type, borders, screens or reverses.
•  Electronic ad files can be supplied. Call for production details.

Digger Classifieds
29751 S.W. Town Center Loop W., Wilsonville, OR 97070
Phone 503-682-5089 • Fax 503-682-5727 • Email: advertising@oan.org

CLASSIFIEDS

HEAD GROWER FOR 
GREENHOUSE OPERATION

We are a medium-sized, actively 
growing, much diversified bedding 
plant grower looking for a person to 
lead our growing team.
• Do you have strong technical skills 

with plants?
• Are you able to communicate and 

motivate your crew?
• Are you comfortable with 

techno logy  fo r  manag ing 
greenhouses and tracking technical 
information?

We currently produce Annuals, 
Perennials, Potted Flowering, and 
Organically grown vegetable and 
herb starts. We are committed 
to growing plants in a sustainable 
manner that takes into account 
our people and the environment. 
We value good work habits and a 
supportive team.

If you are interested in working in a 
challenging environment we want 
to hear from you. A competitive 
compensation package is offered. 
In addition, western Oregon offers 
many recreational opportunities and 
beautiful scenery.

Requirements:
• Candidates should have 3+ 

years’ experience as grower in 
greenhouse, growing bedding 
plants or perennials.

• Bachelor's degree preferred.
• Need positive experience running 

crews of up to 20 people
• Should have experience in Excel 

and Outlook.
• Our Head Grower needs to be self-

motivated and goal-oriented.
• Some experience in organics or 

sustainable practices is a plus.
• Experienced at calculating and 

apply ing PGR's,  pest ic ides, 
biologicals and fertilizers.

Compensation includes a robust health 
plan, paid time off, flex time in the off-
season, and performance bonuses.

Please email your resume and cover 
letter to DiggerJobs@oan.org with 
Blind Box C in the subject line.

GREENHOUSE FLOOR LEAD – 
TERRA NOVA NURSERIES

A unique opportunity at a world 
leader in perennial breeding. 
The Floor Lead will assist the 
Head Grower in managing crop 
maintenance, inventory, and 
propagation as well as management 
of employees.

Requirements:
• Bachelor's degree in horticulture or 

comparable experience, growing 
experience helpful

• Training or education in IPM, 
pest scouting and ID, fungicide/
insecticide applications

• Highly skilled in water techniques 
and knowledge of cultural 
requirements for various genera

• Maintain detailed and accurate 
records of crop cultural practices for 
tracking and reference

• Strong computer skills, accurate 
data entry

• Excellent communication, written 
and verbal

• Bilingual (English/Spanish) helpful

To apply, send resume and cover letter 
to resume@terranovanurseries.com.
 

NURSERY SALES REP
Fisher Farms is looking for a Sales 
Representative to join our team 
for inside sales at our nursery 
in Gaston, Oregon. Qualif ied 
cand ida te s  w i l l  have  sa l e s 
experience with a knowledge of 
plants and their growing cycles 
desired. Position will be responsible 
for all sales and customer service in 
an assigned territory.
We are looking for a team player to 
continue to grow our business.

Please mail, fax or email resume to:
Fisher Farms

Attn:  Randy Hare
9650 SW Hardebeck Rd

Gaston, OR  97119
Fax: 503-985-3518

Email: Randyh@fisherfarms.com
 

ASSISTANT GROWER/FIELD 
SUPERVISOR

Conifer seedling field nursery 
seeking individual knowledgeable 
in general farming principles to 
conduct growing activities and to 
supervise field production. Will 
work and train with Head Grower 
to produce our specific conifer 
forestry crops. Will need Pesticide 
Applicators License.

The Assistant Grower will participate 
in organizing, observation and 
decision-making, conduct ground 
preparation, lead planting and 
conduct fertilizing, irrigation and 
pest management activities. Also 
will assist in hiring and supervise 
weeding, inventory and crop lifting 
crews.

Compensation negotiable. Benefits 
included. Housing available. A great 
opportunity to grow in the industry 
and increase skills.

Please email cover letter and resume 
to DavidGerdes@Silvaseed.com  
or mail to Silvaseed Company,  
PO Box 118, Roy, WA. 98580.  
Ph: 253-843-2246.

PRODUCTION MANAGER
VILLAGE NURSERIES
SACRAMENTO, CA

Village Nurseries is seeking a 
Product ion F ie ld Operat ions  
Manager to oversee all aspects  
of operations for a 250-acre 
growing facility in Sacramento, 
CA.  The  manager  w i l l  be  
responsible for managing field 
laborers, improving efficiency and 
productivity of workforce, and 
growing quality plant material  
(trees, shrubs, color, vines, and  
native plants).

Interested parties should email 
resume to Mark Marriott at 
mmmarriott@villagenurseries.com
 

GROWER – AGRICULTURE LINERS
MABTON, WA

Skagit Horticulture maintains 
extensive production facilities in 
Mount Vernon and Mabton, WA as 
well as in Watsonville, CA. Skagit 
Horticulture is affiliated with Precept 
Wines, a leading producer of grapes 
and wine distributed by retailers 
nationwide. 
The company i s  expanding 
production of virus and other disease 
free, clean stock transplants of 
commercially important varieties of 
hops, grapes, berries and tree fruit. 
 
Responsibilities:
• Research and optimize growing 

methods for new varieties and 
for plants coming from the Tissue 
Culture lab

• Work closely with the Integrated 
Pest Manager and implement 
s o u n d  p e s t  a n d  d i s e a s e 
management practices

• Obtain a pesticide applicator license 
and oversee all pesticide application 
activities

• Adhere to all established protocols 
detailed by the regulatory office 
to maintain virus free status for all 
crops 

• Responsible for all agronomic, 
farming, and soil management 
associated with cropping systems

 
Required/Preferred Qualifications:
• Working knowledge in agriculture 

and tree fruit crops both in the 
greenhouse and field

• Five years’ greenhouse and field 
production experience

• Degree in agriculture or horticulture 
is preferred

• Spanish speaking a plus
• High integrity and respect for 

confidentiality requirements
• Ensure that all production and 

maintenance work areas are kept 
clean and safe

 
To apply, send cover letter and 
resume to hr@skagithort.com
 

Magazine.com
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FLOWER BULB AND PERENNIAL
SALES POSITION

Clackamas, Oregon Flower
Bulb Facility

Fred C. Gloeckner & Company

For a full job description and details 
on how to apply, please go to our 
website, under the employment tab.
www.fredgloeckner.com/ 
employment.html

UPPER MIDWEST FIELD 
REPRESENTATIVE

Carlton Plants LLC is a wholesale 
nursery of quality bareroot trees, 
shrubs and rootstocks with a 
strong reputat ion of qual i ty 
and service for more than 125 
years. We are seeking a highly 
disc ipl ined indiv idual with a 
nursery background, a degree in 
horticulture or similar experiences 
in the nursery industry.

Applicants must be a results-
oriented, customer-focused sales 
professional with a proven ability to 
effectively maintain strong business 
relationships and manage time in 
a large territory (states include: 
MN, WI, IA, NE, ND, SD, and MB – 
Manitoba, Canada). This is a salary-
based position that requires travel.

If you are looking for a rewarding 
career in a great industry, please 
send your resume and references to: 

CARLTON PLANTS LLC 
Attn: Jason Bizon 
Sales Manager 

PO Box 398 
Dayton, OR 97114 

E: jbizon@carltonplants.com

Salem, Oregon  1-877-490-7844
jlpnliners.com • info@jlpnliners.com

Bareroot Seedlings
Acer, Amelanchier, Betula, Cercis, Malus, 

Populus, Prunus, Pyrus, Zelkova

Rooted Cuttings
Acer rubrum, Betula, Platanus, Prunus & Ulmus 

Band Pot Grown
Acer, Carpinus, Cornus, Fagus, Liquidambar, 

Nyssa, Quercus, & Syringa

Over 175 Varieties

Bareroot & Container Grown 
Understock & Rooted Cuttings

Specimen size
BAMBOO

over 30 feet tall
available

•Clumping Bamboo
•Large diversity 

•Quality wholesale plants
•We carry bamboo barrier

HDPE 30” x 60 mil
Controls running bamboo

(503) 647-2700
www.bamboogarden.com
bamboo@bamboogarden.com

 

We are always looking for career oriented skilled sta�. 
Our operations include wholesale growing, shipping, 
landscape contractor sales, and retail nursery. If you 
have the interest and skills needed to be a part of our 
team, please apply. We are growers of container and 
�eld grown ornamentals. 

We are looking for people in the following areas:
•    Sales / Customer Service (Wholesale/Retail)
•    Production / Growers / Supervisors
•    Shipping & Receiving
•    Inventory / O�ce Mgmt & Admin / Purchasing
•    Pesticide / IPM Managers & Applicators
•    Irrigation Management / Skilled Laborers
•    Outside sales throughout U.S. & Canada
•    Controller / Accounting Manager
•    Horticultural Website Developer

Applicants with speci�c work experience or education 
in the nursery industry is desired. Computer skills, 
Spanish / English bilingual, plant ID knowledge and 
equipment operation skills also preferred.

Pay commensurate with experience. Bene�ts to 
include: Paid vacation and sick leave, paid holidays, 
medical and dental insurance. Respond with resume 
to hr@loennursery.com to the speci�c job for 
which you qualify. 

For more information, please visit us online at
www.loennursery.com

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT PLANT MATERIALEMPLOYMENT
CONTAINER PRODUCTION

FOREMAN 
YAMHILL, OREGON

Job Description:
This job is responsible to supervise 
and coordinate all container-growing 
operations under the direction of the 
Container department head.
 
Duties:
• Coordinates al l  production 
teams involved in container shrub, 
evergreen and rose production.
• Supervises all daily production 
crew activity.
• Identify plant problems and take 
appropriate actions to maintain 
product quality.
• Insure that company policies and 
safety rules are followed at all times.
• Assist with the development of 
departmental material, labor and 
capital budgets.

Requirements:
• Relevant horticulture experience 
that inc ludes knowledge of 
ornamental plant material, chemicals 
and labor management.
• Ability to operate and maintain a 
variety of farm equipment.
• Ability to communicate with all 
levels of employees. Bilingual in 
Spanish is highly desirable.
• Ability to train, supervise, evaluate 
and coordinate the activities of 
multiple production crews.
• Ability to keep accurate and 
detailed records – computer use  
is required.
• Valid Oregon drivers license with 
insurable driving record.

To Apply:
This is a full-time position that 
includes a competitive benefit 
package. Wage DOQ. Interested  
applicants should apply with a 
resume and letter of interest to: 
Brian Bowman, Bailey Nurseries Inc. 

9855 NW Pike Road
Yamhill, OR 97148 

brian.bowman@baileynursery.com

HELP WANTED
For jobs and key employees 
throughout California and the 
Northwest, call Florasearch, Inc. 
You know us. For more than three 
decades we have been bringing 
together key people and excellent 
companies in the nursery and 
greenhouse industries and allied 
trades. Check our references. 
Confidential. Employer pays fee.

 Florasearch, Inc.
1740 Lake Markham Rd.

Sanford, FL  32771
Ph (407) 320-8177
Fx (407) 320-8083 

Website: www.florasearch.com 
Email: search@florasearch.com

SPRAY APPLICATOR SUPERVISOR
J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co. is looking 
for an individual to operate agricultural 
farm equipment and apply pesticides. 
Must be able to communicate in 
English and either have or obtain 
private pesticide applicators license 
within six months of hire. Will 
supervise and train workers in safe 
working practices around chemicals 
and equipment hazards.

Requires proficiency in the working 
maintenance and operation of all 
tractors, sprayers, and equipment 
used in pest management. Must be 
able to work independently without 
close supervision and observe all 
safety requirements. Horticultural 
plant knowledge and mechanical 
abilities a plus. Comprehensive 
employee benefit package. Salary 
commensurate with experience.

Mail, fax or email resume to:
J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.

Attn: Human Resources
PO Box 189, Boring, OR 97009

Fax: (503) 512-2209
Email: dianar@jfschmidt.com

 
MANAGEMENT TRAINEE

Do you have a Bachelor of Science 
degree in horticulture or a related 
field? Are you looking to advance 
your horticulture career?

If you answered yes to these 
questions, contact J. Frank Schmidt 
& Son Co. about a Management 
Trainee position. In addition to 
gaining valuable product ion 
experience, from planting to growing 
to subsequent storage and shipping 
of plants, Management Trainees will 
learn the skills needed to advance 
within the company.

If you are highly motivated, self-
directed and career oriented, you 
are the person we are seeking. J. 
Frank Schmidt & Son Co. is a family-
owned nursery for 70+ years with 
a worldwide reputation for growing 
quality trees.

Mail, fax or email resume to:
J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.

Attn: Human Resources
PO Box 189, Boring, OR  97009

Fax: (503) 512-2209
Email: dianar@jfschmidt.com

 

JAPANESE MAPLES
For sale 10 acres of Japanese Maples 
and Conifers; containers and B&B.

Very large trees, 10-15 years old. Best 
reasonable offer takes all.

Email: bunnell@bctonline.com  
Phone: 971-563-7603

HICKENLOOPER GARDENS
We have a lot to offer!

Specializing in: 
Hosta 

Winter Jewels Hellebores 
Hardy Fuchsia 

Heuchera 
Ferns  

Contact us for an availability list.
www.hickenlooper-gardens.com 

Phone: 503-949-5723 
Fax: 541-327-2011 

benhickenlooper@icloud.com

SCHURTER NURSERY

Arborvitae - Emerald green 
Container-grown Boxwoods

Green Giants  
Otto Luyken • Skip Laurel 

Various Sizes & Varieties 
503-932-8006
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PLANT MATERIALPLANT MATERIAL PLANT MATERIALPLANT MATERIAL

PHONE 
503-682-5089

3 WAYS 
TO SUBSCRIBE TO

ONLINE 
www.oan.org/publications

EMAIL
info@oan.org

Pacific NW  
Native Plants

Container  •  B&B  •  Bareroot

Environmental & Ecological 
Re-vegetation Landscape Contractor

Native Trees & Shrubs 
Groundcovers

Wetland & Riparian Plants
Conifers & Deciduous Trees

Contract & custom growing year-round

A Valley 
Growers 
Nursery

503-651-3535  •  FAX 503-651-3044
www.valleygrowers.com
vlygrwrs@web-ster.com

Hubbard, OR  •  OR and WA Certified D/WBE Company

WINDY RIDGE
NURSERY

GRAFTED LINERS
100 Varieties of Maples

Fir, Cedar, Cypress, Larch, 
Spruce, Pine, Sequoia

1918 SE 302nd Avenue
Troutdale, OR 97060
503-667-7037
Fax: 503-661-7315

Availability on website
www.wrntrees.com

Liners
LINERS AVAILABLE

Grown in Anderson BP’s
Green Mountain Boxwood

Hicks Yew
Blue Maid Holly

Skip Laurel
Portuguese Laurel
European Beech
500+ $1.50ea

Phone: 503-874-4123

Native, Wetland 
and 

Ground Cover 
Specialist
Growers of 

Quality, Healthy,  
Ready-to-Sell Plants.

Phone: 503-632-4787 
Fax: 503-632-5412
CONTRACT GROWING 

YEAR ROUND
21200 S. Ferguson Rd. 
Beavercreek, OR 97004

www.beaverlakenursery.com

BEAVERLAKEBEAVERLAKE
N U R S E R Y

Northwest Natives 

Rhododendrons

BIG RHODODENDRONS

Acres of rhododendrons –  
instant privacy available.  

5'-10' (make offer).  
Also in cans.

Hidden Acres Nursery 
19615 SW Cappoen Rd. 
Sherwood, OR 97140 

503-625-7390 
www.hiddenacresnursery.net

Rootstock

WILLAMETTE NURSERIES

YOUR SOURCE FOR 
ORNAMENTAL SEEDLINGS,  
FRUIT TREE ROOTSTOCK,  
CUTTING LINER VARIETIES  

& MORE. 

We specialize in understock  
for flowering, fruiting  

and shade. 

www.willamettenurseries.com 

Excellent quality.  
Outstanding service.  

25571 S. Barlow Rd. 

Canby, OR 97013 

503-263-6405 
Toll-Free: 1-800-852-2018 

E-Mail: willamette@canby.com

PREMIUM QUALITY
OREGON ROOTSTOCK

THE FOUNDATION  
OF YOUR ORCHARD  

STARTS HERE!

TRECO®  
Oregon Rootstock & Tree Co. Inc.  

P.O. Box 98  
Woodburn, OR 97071  

www.treco.nu 

p: 1.800.871.5141  
f:  503.634.2344

BARE ROOT NATIVE PLANTS
Carex obnupta
Carex stipata

Schoenoplectus acutus
1000+    $0.33 each

 
Over 300 species of

source identified natives

Fourth Corner
Nurseries

 
E: sales@fourthcornernurseries.com

P: 800-416-8640
fourthcornernurseries.com

 

POT  
HANDLING  
TOOLS

Do you move plants? 
Then you need Deluxe 
Can Handlers. Save 
money & increase 
worker productivity.

Order today at  
deluxetrees.com

SERVICE/SUPPLY

Containers

ROOT CONTROL  
GROW BAGS

from High Caliper Growing Systems 
Smart Pots - Any Size 

Pot Pruners - Tree Collars 

1-800-521-8089 
www.treebag.com

Tools

Real Estate

POT-IN-POT NURSERY FACILITY
37 acres located near Woodburn, 
Oregon. Full water rights from a 

drilled well/pond.
140,000+ sockets. Tiled on 15’ 

centers. Room to expand.
3 bed, 2 bath home, small production 

building, truck dock.
$1,890,000

Information and video tour at  
www.agribis.com 
Terry Silbernagel
Principal Broker
503-559-3200

  

.

CLEARWATER GROWERS

ROOTED CUTTINGS / PLUGS: 
Carex; Deschampsia caespitosa; 

Juncus; Scirpus;  
Thuja o. - ‘Emerald Green’ 

LINERS: 
Arctostaphylos - ‘Mass’; 

Carex; Ceanothus g. ‘Pt Reyes’;  
Cotoneaster - ‘Lowfast‘/ ‘Coral 

Beauty’; Deschampsia caespitosa; 
Fragaria; Juncus; Liriope m. ‘Big Blue’;  

Liriope spicata; Mahonia; 
Pachysandra; Pennisetum; 

Polystichum; Prunus – ‘Schipkaensis’; 
Rubus c. Sarcococca;  

Thuja o. – ‘Emerald Green’;  
'Green Giant'; Vinca 
1 gal availability 

Arctostaphylos - ‘Mass’; 
Calamagrostis; Carex;  

Cotoneaster dammeri - ‘Coral Beauty’ 
/ ‘Lowfast’; Deschampsia; Festuca; 

Fragaria; Helictotrichon sempervirens; 
Juncus; Liriope; Mahonia; 

Pennisetum; Polystichum munitum; 
Rubus; Sarcococca; Vinca 

Custom Propagation Available 
Ph: 503-359-7540 
Fax: 503-357-2282 
Forest Grove, OR

Ground Covers

PACIFIC CREST
GROUNDCOVERS, INC.
Kinnikinnick, Fragaria,  
Gaultheria, Mahonia,  

Liriope, Vinca and more. 
3.5” and #1’s. 

Call or email for availability list: 
503-784-4925 or 

pcgroundcovers@gmail.com 
10895 S. Heinz Rd, Canby, OR 97013
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 Your area representative:
 Courtney Lewis-Borts
 503-951-3929
courtney.lewis@trlcompany.com

w w w . t r l c o m p a n y . c o m

•	 Reduces	dust	on	greenhouse	covers

•	 Blocks	IR	to	prevent	heat	loss

•	 Reduces	frost	damage	

•	 Saves	heating	costs	

•	 Maintains	higher	foliage	temperatures	
and	drier	plants

Outdoor	nursery	containers

Fill	trays,	handlers,	inserts	and	flats,eco	
friendly	products,	and	thermoformed	pots

Greenhouse	containers,	baskets		
and	trays

Thermoformed	and	injection	molded	
trays,	packs,	flats,	pots	and	hanging	baskets

Ginegar Plastics now joins the T&R family of products

Greenhouse	film	covers	

Polyethylene	films

Landscape	fabric,	shade	cloth,		
and	frost	protection

Propagation	trays

Ginegar’s  Advanced 5-Layer Poly Film 
Technology for Greenhouse Covers:

Need Poly Film? T&R’s Got You Covered!

He also recommends P. 
orientalis ‘Ferny Creek 
Prostrate’, which is hardy 
to Zone 4, and tough. Its 
very dark, green, glossy 
foliage forms a more 
horizontal nest shape than 
‘Elegans’ and covers a wider area.

Although firs are seen as high main-
tenance, Pratt said Abies koreana ‘Green 
Carpet’ is underappreciated, especially for its 
purple cones.

“Normally the cones are higher up in 
the tree for firs, but with the spreading vari-
ety you get them on the ground,” Pratt said.

For another showy display, Taxus bac-
cata ‘Watnong Gold’ will brighten up shady 
areas with its spreading, somewhat bushy 
form, 3 by 4 feet. It sports bright gold new 
growth that persists in the leaf margins. 

These new varieties, and even some 
older ones, defy the image of conifers as 
“prickly and boring,” Pratt said. Take 
junipers, for instance. Of the new variet-
ies, Pratt has seen several that are worth 
getting to know.

At less than 2 inches tall, Juniperus com-
munis ‘Greenmantle’ looks almost like moss. 

“It’s very unique, and we’re trying to 
expedite it for sale,” he said.

If you look at J. horizontalis ‘Blue 
Forest’ from the top down, it looks like 
a small forest of vertical trees, Pratt said. 
The diminutive conifer reaches 18 inches 
in height.Renewed interest in low-growing 

conifers also satisfies the desire for good cov-
erage at a reasonable cost with tough plants 
that will fill a space without blocking a view, 
he said. The challenge for growers will be 
fulfilling the needs of the market with plants 
that take longer than herbaceous plants to 
reach key sizes.

“A lot of the material is grafted,” 
Dittmar said, “and producing a #1 is not 
market size. Grafted material needs to get 
larger before it can be saleable, and a grower 
has to be willing to wait.” 

That means customers must wait, 
too. But given the increasing interest in 
year-round plants that fill space, they’ll be 
ready for those conifers when they come 
on line. 

(Continued from page 22)

The lowdown on  
low conifers

Juniperus chinensis 'Daub's Frosted'

PHOTO COURTESY OF ISELI NURSERY / RANDALL C. SMITH PHOTOGRAPHER

Picea abies 'Gold Drift'

PHOTO COURTESY OF ISELI NURSERY / RANDALL C. SMITH PHOTOGRAPHER
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An ongoing series provided by 
Oregon State University  

in collaboration with the United 
States Department of Agriculture 

and in partnership with the 
Oregon Association of Nurseries

GROWING 
KNOWLEDGE
Series content is coordinated by Dr. Jay Pscheidt, professor of botany 
and plant pathology at Oregon State University in Corvallis, Oregon.

Treating and tracking the 
intractable Rhodococcus

BY MELODIE PUTNAM

LEAFY GALL DISEASE is like an 
unnoticed leak: what starts out 
small can get worse and end up 

causing significant losses. 
Leafy gall is caused by the bacterium 

Rhodococcus, which afflicts annuals, her-
baceous perennials, and woody broadleaf 
plants. The bacteria cause a ball-like mass of 
buds that only partially expand into stunted 
shoots. These shoots are usually found at the 
base of the plant (Figure 1), but are also occa-
sionally found on branches (Figure 2). 

The bacteria have a phase where they 
persist on the surface of leaves and leaf axils 

without causing infec-
tion. Triggered by 

some yet-to-be-
understood 
signal, the 
bacteria on 
the surface 

enter the inte-
rior of the plant, 

initiating leafy gall 
formation. There is no 

known cure, so once this 
happens, infected plants 
must be destroyed. 

Unanswered questions
Although leafy gall 

disease was first identified early 
in the last century, there remains little 
known about it. We know from our own 
experiments that water splashing off infected 
plants can readily move the bacteria to plants 
up to 4 inches away. These plants can then 

develop the disease. Water splash is probably 
why the disease can rip through a flat of 
highly susceptible plants such as Veronica 
spicata and Leucanthemum. 

We also know that we can detect 
Rhodococcus in potting mix up to three 
months after the bacteria were spiked into 
the mix. 

However, there are more questions than 
answers: Where does Rhodococcus come 
from? Do growers buy it in with purchased 
plants, or does it persist on site? Are tools a 
likely source of infection? If so, which prod-
ucts are effective at eradicating the bacteria? 

With funding from the Specialty Crops 
Research Initiative, we at Oregon State 
University have been working to address these 
questions and are coming up with informa-
tion that can fill these knowledge gaps.

Looking into transmission
Since herbaceous perennials are han-

dled frequently — being clipped, pinched, 
or sheared — we wondered whether cut-
ting tools could transmit Rhodococcus. 
Could we cause infection simply by cutting 
through an infected plant, and then through 
healthy plants? 

To test this, we used two plant hosts 
as our subjects: Oenothera speciosa and 
Petunia × hybrida. We took a pair of clippers 
and cut through a leafy gall on a diseased 
plant. Without disinfecting the clippers, we 
cut sequentially into 10 healthy plants. If the 
healthy plants become diseased, we would 
have evidence of movement of the bacteria on 
the clippers. 

We repeated the procedure six times for 
both Oenothera and Petunia, then allowed 
sufficient time for symptom development, 
after which we examined the plants. In more 
than 120 plants evaluated, we did not find a 
single one that was diseased. 

We looked at the question of poten-
tial transmission another way. We put 
Rhodococcus on clippers in known amounts, 
from 100 to 1 billion bacterial cells per millili-
ter. We then cut through healthy plants to see 
whether the plants would become infected. 

After three trials at each of eight dif-
ferent concentrations, we found that it took 
extraordinarily high numbers of bacteria to 
result in disease: Only when the clippers were 
coated with 100 million bacteria did leafy 
galls develop. 

In addition, there was a dramatic dif-
ference in infection rates between Oenothera 
and Petunia. In the former, fewer than 30 per-
cent of the plants became infected, whereas 
up to 80 percent of the petunias developed 
disease at the same bacterial concentration. 

Of course only a fraction of the bacteria 
actually came into contact with the cut stems 
in these experiments — our estimates are 
about 1 million bacteria — but this experi-
ment showed that blades could consistently 
transmit the bacteria when they are present in 
considerable numbers. 

There also may be a moisture com-
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Rhodococcus

ponent that favors bacte-
rial infection. Petunia 
stems are more succulent 
than Oenothera stems, 
and leave more sap 
on the clippers. These 
experiments show that 
Rhodococcus infection 
can be initiated when 
bacteria are on the clip-
pers, especially in the 
presence of sap. This 
means infected plants 
could be donating bacte-
ria to mower blades dur-
ing pruning operations of 
perennials, putting down-
stream plants at risk. 

Chemical control
At this point, we knew that clippers 

could transmit the bacteria. What would 
effectively sanitize them?

We tested the ability of nine compounds 
to kill Rhodococcus bacteria growing in 
artificial broth culture (free-living) and in a 
biofilm. Biofilms are a matrix of bacterial 
metabolites and other substances in which the 
bacteria are enmeshed. Biofilms protect the 
bacteria from environmental extremes, and 
biofilm-inhabiting bacteria are much more 
difficult to eradicate than bacteria that are 
free-living. 

We allowed Rhodococcus to form bio-
films on plastic cylinders made of high-den-
sity polyethylene, the same type of plastic 
from which many pots are made. The nine 
products were then tested at various con-
tact times on both free-living and biofilm 
bacteria (see sidebar).

We found, as expected, that bacteria 
growing in a liquid medium were more eas-
ily killed than those growing in a biofilm. 
Bleach, ethanol, KleenGrow™, Physan 20, 
and Vital Oxide were all effective at killing 
the bacteria that were free living; the latter 
four products were used at label rates and 
contact times. Only Physan 20, when used 
according to the label, was best at killing 
the bacteria in biofilms. 

These results suggest that surfaces which 
have had only a brief exposure to the bac-

teria, such as clippers, would be disinfected 
more easily than something like a pot or flat 
where the bacteria had developed a protective 
biofilm layer. As with any sanitation product, 
the surface must be free of organic matter to 
ensure effective treatment.

Tracking Rhodococcus
The powerful tool of genomics has 

transformed microbiology. Genomics refers 
to the study of the chromosome and all other 
genetic information within an organism  
(its genome). 

We used genomics as a hunter uses 
spoor when tracking quarry, to gain insight 
into movement of Rhodococcus across time 
and space. My colleague, Dr. Jeff Chang, 
led this portion of the study, which analyzed 
the genomes of more than 60 Rhodococcus 
bacteria, isolated from plants sent to the OSU 
Plant Clinic for 16 years from 15 nurseries in 
11 states across the country.

What we found has transformed our 
understanding of leafy gall bacteria. For more 
than 50 years there has been only one named 
species of Rhodococcus that infected plants: 
Rhodococcus fascians. 

We blew that one out of the water. The 
60 bacteria we analyzed fell into eight groups 
genetically distant enough to be considered 
separate species. However, all the bacteria 
caused the same symptoms, so instead of 
creating confusion by establishing new species 
names, we simply refer to leafy gall-producing 
bacteria as pathogenic Rhodococcus.

More interesting were the secrets 
revealed by the isolates themselves regarding 
their incidence in nurseries. We found that a 
single nursery could have up to seven geneti-
cally distinct “species” of Rhodococcus in 
its plants. This genetic richness would occur 
when such nurseries had received the bacteria 
multiple times in independent introductions. 

One particular nursery for which this 
was true also appeared to have a reservoir 
of Rhodococcus on site, as bacteria that 
were essentially identical were recovered 
from young plants separated in time by five 
years (that is, the plants were sent to the 
Plant Clinic in two different years, five years 
apart). The fact of different generations of 
plants containing genetically identical bacte-
ria is extremely unlikely unless the bacteria 
were living at the nursery from one year to 
the next. 

Additionally, one nursery had a single, 
individual plant that was co-infected with 
three different “species” of Rhodococcus. 
Finally, we found two instances where geneti-
cally similar bacteria had been recovered from 
three different nurseries. This activity suggests 
that infected plants may have come from one 
nursery, and was shipped to the other two.

This study was the first that tracked 
plant pathogenic bacteria using genomics. 
Analysis of the genetic information in the 
bacterial cells was like having little light bulbs 
turning on: A previously murky landscape 
was suddenly illuminated. 

We could see that Rhodococcus arrived 

Product Recommended 
concentration

Recommended 
contact time in 

minutes

Effect on bacteria 
in broth  

(free-living)2

Effect on bacteria 
in a biofilm

bleach 10% (5) 1 *** **

Ethanol 95% (5) *** **

KleenGrow 0.77% 10 *** **

Menno Florades 1% 3 ** **

Physan 20 0.50% 10 *** ***

Sanidate 12.0 0.17% 5 ** **

Virkon S 1% 10 * *

Vital Oxide undiluted 10 *** **

ZeroTol 2.0 1% (10) ** **

1   Values in parentheses are the times we used when no time was specified on the label.
2 *** = Highly effective; more than 90% inhibition; 
    ** = moderately effective; 16-89% inhibition; 
     * = not effective; 0-15% inhibition.

(Previous page, left) A massive leafy gall at the base of a naturally infected young buddleia plant.

(Previous page, right) Multiple leafy galls arising from an Erysimum stem inoculated with Rhodococcus.
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at nurseries as a hitchhiker on plants pur-
chased from outside sources. (Since the 
bacteria may live on plants before symptoms 
are obvious, the production nursery may not 
have known the plants were infected.) 

We saw that some nurseries were 
defeating their own cleanliness efforts by 
unknowingly maintaining the bacteria on 
site, in infected plants or perhaps in soil. 
Further, and more alarmingly, we found 
evidence that new, genetically novel bacteria 
had developed in nurseries that were harbor-
ing them — a result of movement of genes 
between the bacteria.

Our efforts across the past 10 years 
have been to help growers recognize and 
understand leafy gall disease. We have 
developed a list of susceptible plants, 
along with a photo archive of symptoms 
(http://plant-clinic.bpp.oregonstate.edu/
rhodococcus/). We have developed rapid 
molecular assays for laboratory detection 
of the bacteria. We have shown the ease by 
which the bacteria can spread in water, and 
may be maintained in soil. 

In the work presented here, we 
have confirmed that Rhodococcus can 
be transmitted on cutting tools and have 
identified products that are effective in 
eradicating Rhodococcus on surfaces. 
We have shown the importance of swift 
detection and effective sanitation in 
preventing leafy gall disease. 

Current, ongoing efforts include 
screening natural products for the ability to 
prevent Rhodococcus infection, and devel-
opment of a rapid on-site diagnostic tool 
for use by growers that will enable in-house 
monitoring and testing. We are doing all we 
can to shed light on these poorly understood 
bacteria and the disease they cause. 

Many people contributed to the work 
presented here: Patrick Bennett, Michael 
Gordon, William Thomas, and Michele 
Wiseman of my lab; and Alexandra 
Weisberg and others in the Chang lab. 
Melodie Putnam is the director of the 
OSU Plant Disease Clinic and has been 
diagnosing plant diseases for more than 
30 years. She may be reached at  
putnamm@science.oregonstate.edu
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No sanctuary from anger
of foreign citizenship present in the United 
States in violation of federal immigration 
laws,” was the intent of the law.  

In discussing the bill with police and 
members of both parties, Barilla found 
local governments didn’t want to spend 
money enforcing laws they didn’t have to. 
The bill passed the Oregon Senate 29 to 
1 and the House 58 to 1. Then-governor. 
Neil Goldschmidt signed it into law on 
July 7, 1987.

The purpose was balance. Local police 
should focus on local issues. It is critical 
that the state hold people accountable who 
commit crimes. Another large consideration 
is to not put our hardworking law enforce-
ment officials in a position where they could 
be accused of racial profiling or asking for 
immigration status documents.  

Back in 2013, during the campaign to 
allow driving privileges for undocumented, I 
personally sat down with dozens of sheriffs 
and police chiefs to seek their counsel and 
guidance. Many said their primary concern 
was ending the perception of profiling.

ONPAC endorsement process
Every two years, the Oregon Nurseries' 

Political Action Committee interviews can-
didates from both political parties, as well 
as the advocates for ballot measures. The 
support of Oregon’s number one agricul-
tural commodity is valuable and sought 
after. ONPAC is committed to supporting 
nursery- and greenhouse-friendly candidates. 
The committee also weighs in on ballot mea-
sures that have a bottom line impact on our 
diverse membership. 

Candidly, it is a fantastic experience.  
We put political party affiliations aside and 
focus on solutions to vexing problems. We 
support those who wish to build a welcom-
ing state and prosperous business climate.  

During two full days in late July and 
August, issues such as workforce, regula-
tions and taxes, natural resource protection 
and infrastructure as well as our contribu-
tion to the solution of climate change were 
on the table. Also on the table was the 
sanctuary measure.

The ONPAC chair is Kathy LeCompte 
of Brooks Tree Farm. During our delibera-
tions, she reminded us that Oregon agricul-
ture relies on an immigrant workforce. We all 
know that.

The solution to immigration policy rests 
with the United States Congress, which has 
failed to address it for more than 30 years. 
(Incidentally, it’s been the same amount of 
time since Oregon passed its sanctuary bill.) 

So where does Oregon fit in? Well, the 
state can do little to help agriculture on this 
issue — but it can do an awful lot to hurt.

Nobody supports hardened criminals in 
our streets, but our local law enforcement has 
tools to deal with them already, working with 
federal authorities as needed to deport them. 

ONPAC members were pleased to hear 
that both conservative and progressive candi-
dates see the value of a state that ignores the 
inflammatory rhetoric and the fear, and retains 
a thoughtful and measured approach.

Coalitions spanning the political divide 
I know that talking politics is about as 

appealing as bringing in a muddy pig into the 
kitchen.  However, engagement matters, and 
elections have consequences.  

We have built an excellent reputation 
as a fair-minded, solution-oriented industry. 
ONPAC is strongly opposed to Measure 105. 
We would urge all members to learn more.  If 
you are reading this column outside the con-
fines of the State of Oregon, be vigilant. These 
type of issues may be on your doorstep sooner 
than you think.

We have joined with law enforcement, 
immigrant rights advocates, religious leaders 
and others in the business community to send 
a message: this sanctuary law is not broken. 
The attempt to reverse it should be defeated.

Measure 105 perpetuates confusion and 
fear amongst the immigrant community and 
the workers we rely on. It is a distraction 
from a much-needed federal immigration 
reform effort. It sends the wrong message 
about Oregon. 

As the fall campaign season 

ramps up during September, 

voters will be learning 

more about the candidates 

running for various leadership 

positions. U.S. Congress, the 

Oregon Legislature, county 

commissioners, city councils 

—  they’ll all be on the ballot. 
 Oregon also has a long history of citizen 
initiatives. In the past, voters have had the 
opportunity to strike down tax policies, 
or review controversial policy choices the 
Legislature has made.

This November, the general election bal-
lot will include Measure 105. This initiative 
proposes to throw out Oregon’s “sanctu-
ary" law, which initially passed more than 
30 years ago with broad support from both 
Republicans and Democrats.

I had the word “sanctuary” in quotes, 
because it’s a bit of a misnomer.

Let’s get direct to the point. Law 
enforcement needs to be able to work with 
federal partners to deport hardened criminals. 
The sanctuary law does not prevent this in 
practice. We have heard from numerous law 
enforcement officials that they have a process 
to keep our neighborhoods and streets safe 
while building trust with the immigrant com-
munity so they feel safe reporting crimes.  

The Trump Administration’s hard line 
on all immigrants, particularly those who are 
undocumented, has led many cities to use the 
sanctuary law as a shield against any federal 
enforcement. I think this is a mistake and has 
perpetuated a ballot measure that is a meat 
clever solution to a complicated issue.

Purpose of the original bill
Rocky Barilla, a Democrat in the 

Oregon House of Representatives, sponsored 
the original bill. It was aimed at severing the 
relationship between local law enforcement 
and federal immigration law.  

“No law enforcement agency of the 
State of Oregon or of any political subdivi-
sion of the state shall use agency moneys, 
equipment or personnel for the purpose of 
detecting or apprehending persons whose 
only violation of law is that they are persons 
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