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Fun and business
It seems spring has just started, 

but it’s coming to an end already. 

Summer’s just about here.
It’s a welcome transition. It means we can 

regroup after spring’s “harvest havoc” and start to 
focus on production and future planning. 

Because it is summer, hopefully there are plans 
that include something fun and relaxing. And hopefully, 
there are also plans to get out and see something or 
forge new relationships that could impact the business 
for the better. But what if there was a place where you 
could do both? There is, and it’s called the Farwest Show.

We here in Oregon have things covered when it comes to fun, relaxation, new ideas, and 
good folks to bond with. This very issue contains a Farwest Planning Guide to help you plan 
your trip. A few highlights for me include:

Equipment Day. This event is held every three years. Its focus is on truly innovative 
ideas and technologies. What’s exceptional is that it’s not tucked away in a building full of 
video demonstrations — it’s out in the open with real live action.

Happy Hour. Who doesn’t like happy hour? It’s right beside the show floor, right at the 
end of Day 1. Perfect.

Pub Crawl. This year’s planned stops include a relaxing patio and the opportunity to let 
your competitive juices flow with a game of pub-style ping-pong. Laughing at, or with, com-
petitive friends is also an option.

Keynote speaker Ali Noorani. You can bet we’re gonna tackle the heavy-hitting stuff, 
too. The executive director of the National Immigration Forum is just one of several awe-
some speakers who will share insights on topics that shape our industry.

All this, plus much more, can be found in the Farwest Show Planning Guide. The sheer 
abundance of options will quell any doubts or excuses not to go to the show. But I (a pretty 
proud Oregonian) would like to offer some personal recommendations that are great places 
to visit for out-of-towners, or to revisit or take customers if you are local:

The Oregon Coast. Being about an hour from the bulk of Oregon nurseries, I even 
tend to take this for granted. It’s incredibly jagged and woodsy, which is probably why no 
one calls it “the beach” even though there are lots of sandy stretches. Essentially it is 300-
plus miles of California’s Big Sur, but with dunes, hikes, fishing and better seafood. Climb 
Neahkahnie Mountain, near Manzanita, to enjoy postcard-worthy views. Or grab a micro-
brew in Pacific City and watch the surfers until sunset, when folks start roasting marshmal-
lows in a campfire right on the sand. 

The Cascades. An hour’s drive away from Oregon Nursery Country, or less, are the 
Cascade Mountains. They are typically in plain sight every day during August. Enjoy them 
from afar or go up for an up-close look and a giant, mostly tree-covered playground. Hikes, 
bikes, horses, and boats. Rivers, lakes, and waterfalls. It’s hard to pick favorites, but close-in 
Silver Falls State Park is breathtaking, even after the 1,000 times I have run there! A little 
further out of the way, the Three Sisters Wilderness is grand and awe inspiring, with its snow-
covered peaks and pristine alpine meadows.

The Willamette Valley. By August it’s admittedly a bit dry and dusty by our own stan-
dards, which means it’s still rather lush when compared to the rest of the West. If you get off 
the beaten path a ways, it is one incredible place. It’s covered in green forests and some of the 
most productive farmland in the world. A unique climate means unique crops: there’s wine 
country in the hills, hazelnuts and berries within arms’ reach at all times, specialty seed crops 
only grown here, and of course our top-quality nurseries. So tour a nursery, enjoy fresh farm 
produce, and sip a locally grown Pinot Noir 
while you call it a day.

Have a nice summer!  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
2017–2018 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
 Josh Zielinski Alpha Nursery
 PRESIDENT 5050 Hazelgreen Rd. N.E.
 josh@alphanursery.com Salem, OR 97305-3519
  503-390-1286
  FAX 503-390-2639

 Mike Hiller Kraemer’s Nursery Inc.
 PRESIDENT-ELECT P.O. Box 930

 mike@kniusa.com Mt. Angel, OR 97362
  503-845-2283
  FAX 503-845-6557

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 VICE PRESIDENT 138 NE 22nd Ave.

 simnittnsy@canby.com Canby, OR 97013
  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Kyle Fessler St. Christopher Nursery LLC
 TREASURER 12936 Portland Rd. N.E.

 kyle@stchristophernursery.com Gervais, OR 97026
  503-580-4470
  FAX 503-792-3902

 Mark Bigej Al’s Garden & Home
 PAST PRESIDENT 1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
 mbigej@als-gardencenter.com Woodburn, OR 97071-3616
  503-981-1245
  FAX 503-982-4608

 Josh Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 SECRETARY P.O. Box 100

 josh@robinsonnursery.com Amity, OR 97101
  503-835-4533
  FAX 503-835-3004

 Denece Messenger Decorative Bark Products
 MEMBER AT LARGE P.O. Box 1198
 denecemessenger@comcast.net Tualatin, OR 97062
  503-510-4029
  FAX 503-859-3764

____________

STATE BOARD  
REPRESENTATIVES

 CENTRAL OREGON CHAPTER
 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 gary@landsystemsnursery.com 541-382-7646

 CHRISTMAS TREE CHAPTER
 vacant

 CLACKAMAS CHAPTER
 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery

 afarley@countrysidenursery.com 503-678-0511
 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 amandastaehely@gmail.com 503-810-2598

 EMERALD EMPIRE CHAPTER
 Tamara Clift McKenzie River Nursery
 tamaragreg@msn.com  541-747-2767

 GREENHOUSE CHAPTER
 Andrea Avila-Aragon Smith Gardens

 andrea.avila-aragon@smithgardens.com 503-678-5373
 Mark Leichty Little Prince of Oregon Nursery
 mark@littleprinceoforegon.com   503-678-5687

 MT. HOOD CHAPTER
 Scott Ekstrom Ekstrom Nursery Inc.
 scott_ekstrom@yahoo.com 503-663-4035
 Anthony Kinen Kinen’s Big & Phat  
  Special Plants
 akinen5@gmail.com 503-866-3627

 RETAIL CHAPTER
 Laura Hammond Al's Garden & Home
 lhammond@als-gardencenter.com 503-981-1245

 SUNSET CHAPTER
 Matt Gold Midas Nursery Solutions

 matt.gold@midasnurserysolutions.com 503-628-3059
 Ron Kinney Monrovia

 rkinney@monrovia.com 503-868-7941

 WILLAMETTE CHAPTER
 John Maurer Evergreen Growers Supply Inc.
 john@evergreengrowers.com 
 Robert Van Klaveren Van’s Nursery
 vansnursery@aol.com 503-463-4507

Josh Zielinski
OAN PRESIDENT
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JUNE 7
DUFFERS CLASSIC GOLF TOURNAMENT 
The 29th annual tourney will tee off at the Stone Creek Golf Club in Oregon City, Oregon. A benefit 
for the Oregon Nurseries’ Political Action Committee, the event is a great way to reconnect with 
friends while supporting a strong nursery industry voice in Salem and Washington D.C. Sponsorships 
available. For more information and to register, log on to www.oan.org/events.

Calendar
Get the word out about your event! Email details to calendar@oan.org 
by the 10th day of the month to be included in the next issue of Digger. 

JUN

JUNE 1
OLCA/ASLA GOLF TOURNAMENT
Play 18 holes of golf with members of the 
Oregon Landscape Contractors Association 
and American Society of Landscape Architects. 
The tournament will take place at Langdon 
Farms Golf Club in Aurora, Oregon. For more 
information and to register, log on to  
www.oregonlandscape.org.

JUNE 7
URBAN AND COMMUNITY FORESTRY 
CONFERENCE 
The theme of the 2018 Annual Urban and 
Community Forestry Conference is “The  
Dollars and Sense of Urban Trees: Are You 
Getting the Biggest Bang for Your Buck?” 
Arborists, tree managers, nursery professionals 
and municipal government officials are invited 
to learn the best practices for optimizing their 
return on investment in tree selection,  plant 
codes, and care cost savings. Please visit   
www.oregoncommunitytrees.org for details.

JUNE 13
MEMBERSHIP DAY
The Oregon Association of Nurseries offers 
a strong portfolio of benefits to help nursery 
growers and green industry professionals 
improve their bottom line. Join us from 3-5 p.m. 
on Membership Day to get information and 
answers about OAN-endorsed health coverage, 
our bulk fuel program, discounted office supplies, 
free legal advice for tricky situations, the Farwest 
Show, the Nursery Guide and much more! 
Attendees will meet other members and OAN 
staff, make valuable connections, and most of all, 
learn how to max out your membership value.
Got to oan.org/events to RSVP.

JUNE 22 | JULY 20
TRUCKS TO SUMMER TRADE SHOWS
June 22 is the deadline to reserve space on one of 
the trucks OAN is coordinating to Cultivate’18. 
July 20 is the deadline for IGC Chicago. Space is 
limited and reservations are on a first-come, first-
serve basis. Trucks may be subject to cancellation 
if participation minimums are not met. To make 
a reservation, contact Kelsey Hood, OAN event 
and program coordinator at khood@oan.org or 
call 503-582-2010.

JUNE 25
DIGGER: FARWEST EDITION
Display ad reservations for the 2018 Farwest 
Edition of Digger magazine are due. More than 
11,500 copies of this extra-large edition will 
be distributed to Digger subscribers, as well as 
exhibitors and attendees of the Farwest Show 
in August. To reserve your space, contact Blair 
Thompson, OAN advertising manager, at 503-
682-5089 or email ads@oan.org.

JUNE 27-29
NICH CONFERENCE
The National Initiative for Consumer 
Horticulture (NICH) will hold its annual 
conference June 27–29 at the Hilton Garden 
Inn Atlanta Airport North, Atlanta, Georgia. 
The group represents a nationwide effort of 
academia, government and industry associations 
to promote a consistent message of the value of 
horticulture. The conference will include dinner 
and an evening at the Atlanta Botanical Garden 
on the first evening, followed by an agenda 
exploring national viewpoints on consumer 
horticulture on the second day. An executive 
committee meeting is scheduled for the last day. 
Cost is $130 to attend. The deadline to register 
is April 30. Visit https://consumerhort.org/
conference for more details.

JULY 14–18
CULTIVATE’18
Presented by AmericanHort, Cultivate offers 
educational and networking opportunities and 
exhibits featuring technology, new products, 

services and plant varieties. Cultivate’18 will 
take place at the Greater Columbus Convention 
Center in Columbus, Ohio. For more information, 
visit www.cultivate18.org. 

JULY 31–AUGUST 4
IPPS PACIFIC RIM CONFERENCE
The International Plant Propagators Society 
(IPPS) is holding it’s annual conference in 
Kona Hawaii, enabling guests to network with 
horticulturists from around the world. Come 
and tour plant propagation facilities, farms and 
gardens with others with others in a tropical 
paradise.  Go to wna.ipps.org for more details.

AUGUST 22–24
FARWEST SHOW
The biggest green industry trade show in the 
West will take place at the Oregon Convention 
Center, 777 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in 
Portland, Oregon. The show, produced by the 
OAN, attracts exhibitors and attendees from 
across the country and the world. For more 
information, log on to www.farwestshow.com.
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Northwest News
OAN members and chapters are encouraged to send in relevant news items, such as new hires, 
new products, acquisitions, honors received and past or upcoming events. Email news@oan.org.

Woodburn Nursery & 
Azaleas joins Bower & 
Branch network

Woodburn Nursery 
& Azaleas Inc., Woodburn, 
Oregon, announced that it 
has become a member of the 
Bower & Branch grower net-
work, with Tom Fessler, presi-
dent of Woodburn Nursery, 
set to serve on the organiza-
tion’s board of directors.

Bower & Branch is an 
e-commerce site populated 
with products from inde-
pendent growers and garden 
retailers from the Midwest 
to the northeastern United 
States. Woodburn Nursery & 
Azaleas is the first West Coast 
grower to join in the net-
work, which streamlines the 
group’s ability to ship products 
nationwide.

Optimistic about the 
future of the horticulture 
industry, Fessler invested in 
the online consumer-driven 
business model as part of the 
strategic mindset that follows 
a grower’s products to the end 
user. “[Future growers] need 
to understand plant-handling 
automation, the impact of 
changing weather, how to 
create an alternative to com-
moditization, pricing pressure, 
a go-to market strategy, labor-
shortages and the expense 
of connecting with an ever-
changing home consumer,” 
he said. “When we looked at 
it that way, it was clear that 
the right decision was the 
one where we partnered with 
Bower & Branch.” Visit  
www.bowerandbranch.com 
for more information.

MERKLEY ANNOUNCES FUNDING 
TO COMBAT SUDDEN OAK DEATH

U.S. Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-Oregon) 
announced that more than $466,000 in federal 
funding has been distributed for projects aimed 
at ending the spread of Phytophthora ramorum, 
the pathogen that causes sudden oak death. 
Funding recipients include organizations and 
agencies in Oregon. They are targeting the EU-1 
strain of the pathogen, which was identified in 
Curry County in 2015 and can infect Douglas 
firs. That’s in addition to the other trees the 
NA-1 strain, present in Curry County since 
2001, can infect.

Merkley co-chairs a Sudden Oak Death 
Task Force with State Rep. David Brock Smith 
(R-Port Orford). The task force also secured 
$1.7 million in funding from the state of Oregon. 
Merkley also serves as the top Democrat 
on the Senate Agriculture Appropriations 
Subcommittee.

“Partners from broad swath of governments 
and industries have been working together to 
address this crisis, and these resources provide 
urgently needed support to these efforts,” 

Merkley said. “The spread of Sudden Oak Death 
and EU-1 could have devastating impacts on our 
local economy and environment. I will continue 
to use my seat on the appropriations committee 
to fight for the resources our task force needs to 
work collaboratively on more and better solutions 
to fight these pathogens.”

Although the areas in southwest Oregon 
affected by the spread of P. ramorum in the wild 
are located far from the bulk of Oregon nursery 
production areas in the Willamette Valley, the 
OAN has been deeply involved in this critical 
issue from the beginning. 

“The OAN’s Government Relations team 
has strongly supported efforts to stop the 
pathogen’s spread, keep Oregon’s plant material 
clean and maintain market access for Oregon 
growers,” OAN Executive Director Jeff Stone 
said. “We greatly appreciate Sen. Merkley’s 
partnership, and that of Rep. Smith and the 
task force, to stay on top of this issue to prevent 
greater economic damage to Oregon nurseries, 
agriculture and forestry.”

Read more from the Coos Bay World 
newspaper at tinyurl.com/yc53qsyo.

An untreated Sudden Oak Death plot shows tanoak mortality from NA1 strain of Phytophthora 
ramorum in an area north of Brookings, Oregon. PHOTO BY BLAKEY LOCKMAN, USDA FOREST SERVICE
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AL’S GARDEN & HOME MARKS 
SEVEN DECADES IN BUSINESS

On May 2, Al’s Garden & Home 
celebrated its 70th anniversary as a family-
owned business. Over that time, the com-
pany has grown from a single fruit stand in 
Woodburn to a garden center and grower 
with four retail locations. 

Jack Bigej serves as chief executive 
officer of the company and is joined in the 
management of the business by three of his 
children: Chief of Operations Mark Bigej, 
Chief Financial Officer Darcy Ruef and Chief 
of Growing Operations Dorothy Russo.

The company added its fourth retail 
location in Wilsonville last year; the others 
are in Woodburn, Gresham and Sherwood. 
The company changed its name to Al’s 
Garden & Home last year to reflect the 
breadth of lifestyle products now offered in 
the four stores.

503-678-5525 Call for a friendly quote!
10590 Donald Road NE · Donald, Oregon 97020 WWW.GKMACHINE.COM

TRACKING TRAILERS  
Standard or custom  

trailers available

H7 TREE DIGGER  
Digs trees, chopper/topper,  
row planter and bed lifter 

COMFORT STATIONS  
Meets all OSHA  

sanitation requirements

SPRAYERS  
High clearance 
and width 
adjustability is 
customizable for 
your crop

GREENHOUSES  
GK’s pre-drilled system will 
save you time and money

Northwest News

STUDENT LOAN DEBT DETERS 
NEW AGRICULTURAL BUSINESSES

Of the 700 people surveyed by the 
National Young Farmers Coalition (NYFC), 
most responded that they were delaying 
their pursuit toward a career in agriculture 
because of their burdensome student debt 
load. According to a report by Capital Press 
(Salem, Oregon), expensive loan payments 
are forcing agriculture-focused graduates 
into off-farm jobs. It is too difficult to get 
assets in line and to be approved for further 
business-related borrowing to operate a busi-
ness after graduating.

NYFC staff members have written a 
proposal to convince policy makers that 
farming is a public service that suffers from 
too many vacancies, and should be consid-
ered eligible for government public service 
loan forgiveness programs. Read the full 
article at tinyurl.com/yasrpwjm. 

VANCOUVER COMPANY 
LAUNCHES NEW K-POTS 
CONTAINER LINE 

KASO Plastics of Vancouver, 
Washington has introduced K-Pots, a new 
line of injection-molded nursery contain-
ers in 1-, 5- and 10-gallon sizes

The company’s containers are manu-
factured locally in Vancouver. KASO has 
longstanding expertise in engineering and 
manufacturing, and as a result can create 
custom containers for customers in addi-
tion to the stock sizes. Initial offerings are 
aimed at agricultural businesses in Oregon 
and Washington so that shipping costs are 
kept low. The containers can be purchased 
economically and with low minimum 
orders as small as one pallet.

For more information, log on to 
www.k-pots.com or contact Steve Miller 
at steve@k-pots.com or 360-833-3815.
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OUTSTANDING VALUE

EXPANDED 
ORNAMENTAL OFFERINGS
IMPECCABLE SERVICE
From Acers to Zelkova, and many varieties 
in between, we specialize in understock for 
flowering, fruiting and shade. 

Our customers come to us for our quality 
rootstock. They come back for our service 
and attention-to-detail. 

WillametteNurseries.com
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WILBUR-ELLIS AGRIBUSINESSS 
PRESIDENT TRANSITIONS TO 
BOARD CHAIR OF CAVALLO 
VENTURES

Dan Vradenburg announced on May 2  
his decision to leave the role of president 
of the Wilbur-Ellis Agribusiness division in 
order to take a position as the board chair 
of Cavallo Ventures, the company’s venture 
capital firm

Vradenburg has been with Wilbur-
Ellis — a leading international marketer 
and distributor of agricultural products, 
animal feed and specialty chemicals and 
ingredients — for more than 36 years, where 
he held the role of president for 19 years. 
The Agribusiness Division tripped in sized 
under his leadership, with its success strongly 
linked to his customer service principle that 
the Wilbur-Ellis will succeed when their cus-
tomers succeed.

onship agronomy team for Future Farmers 
of America. He attended Butte College in 
Oroville, California, where he received a 
degree in agriculture. He earned lifetime 
status as a Certified Nursery Professional in 
both Oregon and California.

In 1980 he went to work for Dennis’ 
7 Dees, serving as manager of the Powell 
Boulevard location for 27 years. From 
1995 to 2012, he had a gardening show on 
the radio and was known as The Garden 
Doctor. He served as an expert gardening 
contributor for television, print and the 
Internet, and arranged for plants for the 
local television and film industry.

Over the years, he served as president 
of the OAN Retail Chapter and on the 
OAN state board, along with participating 
in the Oregon Nurseries’ Political Action 
Committee and on Oregon’s Nursery 
Certification Board.

Wilbur-Ellis expects to name a new 
president by the end of 2018. For more 
information, visit www.wilburellis.com. 

In Memoriam  
DAVID ETCHEPARE

A memorial and celebration 
of life for longtime retail nurseryman 
David Etchepare will be held at 11 a.m. 
Sunday, July 8, 2018, 
at the Washington Park 
International Rose Test 
Garden Amphitheater 
in Portland, Oregon. 
He passed away 
November 2, 2017.

David Clay Etchepare was born on 
July 8, 1958 in Colusa, California. He 
grew up farming and ranching in Maxwell, 
California, and was part of a state champi-
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Northwest News

Dave is survived by his wife Elizabeth; 
sons David and Alexander; mother Lois 
and sister Laurel.

In Memoriam 
SEAN DOONEY

Services have been held for 
Sean Dooney, president of OAN members 
Leonard Adams Insurance. He died May 
6, 2018 as the result of a 
boating accident in Grays 
Harbor, Washington. He 
was 56. 

Sean was the 
grandson of Leonard 
Adams, who founded 
the company in 1933. Sean’s father, Brian 
Dooney, went to work at the agency in 
1965 and eventually became CEO, a role 
in which he still serves. Sean remembered 
his father taking him to the office from a 
very young age. “Whether it was for push-
ing a broom, moving furniture, painting 
offices, working on files or landscaping the 
grounds, the office has always been a part 
of my life,” Sean stated in his company 
biography. 

Sean was born October 13, 1961 and 
graduated from Central Catholic High 
School in Portland, Oregon, then earned a 
bachelor’s degree in business from Oregon 
State University. After graduation, Sean 
followed his father and grandfather into 
the insurance industry, going to work 
for Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance 
Company in 1984. He joined Leonard 
Adams as an agent in 1989, eventually ris-
ing to the role of president.

Sean was preceded in death by his 
brother, Dan. He is survived by his par-
ents Brian and Margaret; wife Sheri; chil-
dren Brian, Sean, Meagan, Danny, Erin, 
Ronan and Molly; silblings Maryann, 
Kathryn Niedermeyer (Jon), Tim (Dena) 
and Michael; 10 nieces and nephews; and 
numerous cousins, aunts and uncles. 

Sean’s son Brian is carrying on the 
family tradition; he became a fourth-
generation agent with Leonard Adams 
Insurance in 2016. 

Marion Ag Service is proud to partner 
with Harrell’s, LLC to bring you Polyon™ 
controlled release fertilizer

Our team has the knowledge and experience 
to assist you in making sound decisions.

www.marionag.com

• Nutrition Programs
• Pest Management
• Testing & Analysis
• Seed Cleaning
• Sand Blasting 
• Paint Shop

Marion Ag Service is proud to partner 
with Harrell’s, LLC to bring you Polyon™
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Are olives viable  
for Oregon?

sale in a local garden center until just a few 
years ago. Today, the selection is still limited, 
but they are available, even though their per-
formance in our area is not fully known. 

The variety ‘Arbequina’ has been the 
most readily available and is said to be win-
ter hardy, but perhaps there are other vari-
eties than might be even more so. Oregon 
currently has 15 commercial olive growers 
with Red Ridge Farms in Dayton, Oregon 
being the largest. 

Viable for Oregon?
Could olives become a viable commer-

cial crop in Oregon? That is what scientists 
at the OSU North Willamette Research and 
Extension Center hope to discover. 

I talked with Javier 
Fernandez-Salvador, direc-
tor for this olive tree trial 
project. While the focus 
for these trials is for the 
commercial grower to 
determine whether olives 
can become a viable crop 
in Oregon, much of this 
information can also be 
applied to the home gar-
den. This particular trial 
consists of more than 90 
different cultivars that will 
be planted in an open field 
with no protection from 
the elements. 

There will be supple-
mental irrigation to get the 
plants established. Since 
olive trees are sensitive to 
cold temperatures, it is 
believed that planting them 
early in the spring will offer 
the trees a better chance 
of survival. Researchers 
expect the trees will have 
the opportunity to become 

somewhat established in the ground before 
winter.

Heather Stoven, OSU Extension horti-
culturist for Yamhill County, has found the 
olive trees difficult to propagate. Heather 
is experimenting with various rooting hor-
mones, the timing of taking the cuttings, and 
the medium to use. Olives are not grafted, 
but are grown on their own roots. 

Neil Bell, OSU community horticulturist 
for Marion and Polk County, is working on 
the cold tolerance aspect. Some cultivars will 
tolerate the low temperatures much better 
than others. The issue of cold tolerance has 
been the limiting factor to olives becoming a 
commercial crop in Oregon. 

For home gardeners, olive trees should 
be planted in a location with full sun. A 
slightly sloping area would probably be opti-
mal. Gardens tend to have microclimates, 
and one should avoid planting olives in any 
cold pockets. 

Home gardeners have probably been 
told many times about the importance of 
getting a pH test of their soil. This is very 
important for olive trees, which tend to 
prefer a more alkaline soil than is typical in 
Oregon. Our soils often have a pH of 5.8-
6.0, whereas olive trees like a pH of 7.0 or 
just above. In most gardens here, the addi-
tion of lime at time of planting would be 
advisable. Olive trees generally are relatively 
insect- and disease-free in our climate. 

In selecting a tree, choose one that is 
multi-branched. Rather than having the 
trunk exposed in the winter, the addition 
of branches would offer some protec-

WHAT I’M HEARING

Mike Darcy
Head “plant nerd,” longtime speaker, host of 
gardening shows on radio and TV, and author 

of the In the Garden email newsletter.  
You can reach Mike, or subscribe to his 

newsletter, at itgmikedarcy@comcast.net.

With a column title like What 
I’m Hearing, I am always 
listening for new ideas, new 

plants, trends in garden centers and new 
plant trials. Recently in a conversation with 
Ann Murphy, a communications and mar-
keting manager at Oregon State University 
(OSU), I learned that the OSU North 
Willamette Research and Extension Center 
in Aurora, Oregon was conducting cold 
hardiness trials on olive trees. 

This topic was of particular interest to 
me, as I have had experience in my own gar-
den with this issue.

In recent years, I have noticed an 
increased interest in olive trees for home gar-
dens. I don't remember seeing olive trees for 

Olea europaea 'Arbequina'
PHOTO BY VICTORIA BINNING
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WHAT I’M HEARING

tion. Olive trees bloom young and early in 
the season. They are wind pollinated, and 
research is being conducted as to which trees 
make the best pollinators. 

Unfortunately, it appears that the best 
pollinators are also the most cold sensitive. 
While home gardeners may get some fruit on 
their tree, I think it is best to plant an olive 
tree for the tree itself and not for the pros-
pect of getting a crop. 

Mixed results
My experience with planting olive trees 

has had mixed results. The outcome was 
eventually fine for me, but might not have 
been for others.

I bought three ‘Arbequina’ olive trees 
in June 2012. They were standards, single 
trunk, and I thought I had the perfect place 
for them. It was an area along our driveway 
between our house and a neighbor, and 

since we had hops already growing there, 
we thought olive trees would be a good 
a fit. It was on a slope and received very 
intense summer sun. 

For the first few years, they did fine, 
but then we had some extremely cold winter 
temperatures and they suffered extensive 
damage. The entire canopy of the trees 
died and I was prepared to take them out. 
I procrastinated until late spring and then 
noticed new growth coming from the base. 
I removed the single trunk and cut it off at 
ground level. 

Today, I have three multi-branched 
olive trees. They actually fit into the area 
better than the original standards. For the 

past several winters that has been no dam-
age and the trees are thriving.

I think that olive trees can be a beau-
tiful focal point in a garden. Their silver 
foliage provides a nice contrast to abun-
dant greenery. Older trees can be a major 
focal feature in the night garden if you 
place a spotlight underneath. Even though 
the verdict is still out on which cultivars 
are the best for cold tolerance, they are 
worth trying. 

It will be interesting to see the results  
of the current trial at OSU NWREC.  
In the meantime, check with your local gar-
den center and do some experimenting on 
your own. 

Olive trees in pots. PHOTO BY VICTORIA BINNING
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The concept of designed plant 

communities combines the 

synergy of nature with the 

order and beauty of horticulture

BY KYM POKORNY

Some neighbors are better than others. 
They’ll take in your mail, watch your dog 
or bring you soup when you’re sick. Then 

there are those who fight over boundaries or 
play their music at 2 a.m. 

So it is in gardens. Designed without 
thought to neighborly compatibility, plants 
won’t thrive without an unsustainable amount 
of effort.

But combined in designed plant commu-
nities — a term coined by Claudia West and 
Thomas Rainer in their book “Planting in a 
Post-Wild World” — plants can work together 
as friends.

In the book, West wrote about the 
approach as a hybrid between the wild and the 
cultivated, what she calls a “new nature” that 
can flourish in cities and suburbs but needs the 
help of humans.

Designing gardens this way is an interpre-
tation of nature, not an imitation, West said 
in an interview. Their approach is not about 
restoring ecosystems — though plant commu-
nities call out to pollinators and other wildlife 
— but rather looking to nature, observing 
what grows together and designing a creation 
for the human eye. It’s not a science, but a phi-
losophy — one that’s attracting interest.

“Designing with plant communities can-
not only link nature to our landscapes, but also 
bring together ecological planting and tradi-
tional horticulture,” West and Rainer stated. 

NATURALby  
design

A garden display at the Elisabeth C. Miller Botanical Garden in Seattle, 
Washington PHOTO BY RICHIE STEFFEN
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Plant communities

add plants to fill in the gaps as green 
mulch — no soil showing, please — like 
sedges, violets and creeping strawberry. 

This approach defies the traditional 
ways of designing in bubbles 

with a group of black-eyed 
Susans here and a group 
of asters there in solitary 
confinement with mulch 
as their prison bars. 

“Imagine taking 
a bubble of black-eyed 

Susan and moving it 
into a plant community,” 

West said. “They may still be 
arranged, but not in a monoculture. 

They will be surrounded by other plants 
that grow right on top of them, all 
working together.”

West is quick to explain that the 
designed plant community is a method, 
not a style. As long as they’re planted in 
appropriate combinations in the appro-
priate way, the plantings can be designed 
as you like with no inputs of mulch and 
fertilizer and little or no water. This 
means using fewer resources, as well as 
less time and energy.

Like-minded plants
Though not specifically using 

West’s and Rainer’s particular approach, 
designers and nurseries in the Pacific 
Northwest have long encouraged 
customers and clients to embrace the 
low-maintenance of arranging like-
minded plants in the site situations they 
require. Paul Bonine, co-owner of Xera 
Plants wholesale and retail nursery in 
Portland, Oregon, put together signs 
that describe climate biomes. Around the 
signs, he’s arranged plants that grow in 
those conditions.

The biomes — xeric for summer-dry 
climates and mesic for summer-wet — 
help gardeners group plants appropriate-
ly. If they’ve got a south-facing site with 
reflected heat from a sidewalk, street or 
driveway, it’s an opportunity for a xeric 
landscape with cistus, ceanothus, man-

Greater than the sum
Mulysa Melco, owner of Resilience 

Design in Portland, Oregon, gets the 
concept. “The whole is greater than the 
sum of its parts.”

Melco’s designs link her love of 
nature, where she gets her inspiration, 
and her goal to give clients a low-input 
garden that appeals to their aesthetic. 
In her own garden, she’s created a com-
munity around an English walnut with 
species that can take its inclination to 
suppress a majority of plants because of 
the allelopathic chemical it releases. 

Instead of fighting the tree, Melco 
planted species unaffected by juglone. 
She put in native plants like wild rose, 
creeping Oregon grape, sword fern, 
knick-knick, broadleaf stonecrop and 
lots of berries, including artic strawberry 
as a ground cover. Now, the neighboring 
plants work together rather than fight 
the site.

Though in this instance natives were 
the appropriate choice, West and Melco 
steer people to non-natives, as well. A 
native-based design is a good place to 
start, but if a plant fits and isn’t invasive, 
it’s acceptable — even desirable.

“By focusing on naturally occur-
ring plant communities as opposed to 
those that are purely native, 
the focus is shifted from 
a plant’s country of 
origin to its perfor-
mance and adapt-
ability,” West and 
Rainier wrote in 
their book. “The 
shift is abso-
lutely crucial 
… we must put 
aside our roman-
tic notions of pris-
tine wilderness and 
embrace a new nature 
that is largely designed 
and managed by us.”

The plantings have the “spirit” of 
wild spaces that still speak to people but 

are created to appeal to modern sensi-
bilities that want more ordered land-
scapes — like bringing more color to the 
design or planting perennials in a 
grassland-inspired design closer 
together to make them more 
noticeable. Designed plant 
communities can and 
should have margins of 
hedges, walkways, fenc-
es, even formal parterres 
to define them.

It’s a practical fusion 
of designs, West said, 
appealing to humans and recog-
nizing that urban and suburban gar-
dens are a far cry from the ecosystems of 
the past. 

“It’s important to understand that 
a plant community is a human cre-
ation,” said author West, a landscape 
architect and principal at Phyto Studio 
in Arlington, Virginia. “In nature what 
we see are snapshots in time. Nothing is 
ever set in stone.” 

What is set in stone for West is 
planting in layers, the guiding principle 
of their designed plant communities. The 
interlocking layers, she said, are both 
horizontal and vertical, with vertical 
playing the most important role. 

“It’s highly complex,” she 
said. “We say communi-

ties have two layers, a 
bottom of functional 

plants at the base 
to act as a living 
mulch and hold 
soil in place, 
help the flow of 
water into the 
ground, smother 

the weeds. On top 
of them is the design 

layer. The icing on  
the cake.”
They start with the 

structural layer: the trees, shrubs 
and heavily blooming perennials planted 
in waves of color. The next step is to 

Gymnocarpium dryopteris 'Plumosum', 
and Blechnum penna-marina (background). 
PHOTO BY RICHIE STEFFEN   

Three layers of plants make a complex 
community (bottom circle). BY CLAUDIA WEST   

Anemone nemorosa used in a garden (background). 
PHOTO BY RICHIE STEFFEN

Signs advise gardeners to group plants with similar 
characteristics (top circle). PHOTO BY PAUL BONINE 
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Plant communities Gymnocarpium disjuncta, Cylamen hederifolium, Maianthemum stellata, 
and Vancouveria planipetala (background image) work together in a plant 
community. PHOTO BY RICHIE STEFFEN   Signs educate shoppers (below) about plants that 
adjust to Pacific Northwest climates. PHOTO BY PAUL BONNIE
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he wants to see native chaparral plants like 
live oaks, ceanothus, manzanita 

and madrones growing next 
to Mediterranean cistus, 

olives and rosemary, even 
if they aren’t native. 

“It’s about being 
informed by the natural 
environment around us, 

but in a garden situation 
there’s no place we touch 

that we’re recreating nature. 
In an urban context, we’re creat-

ing pleasure and art and we’re lucky,” 
he said. 

Up from the underground
After designing Kristen Ohlson’s 

garden and reading her book “The Soil 
Will Save Us,” designer Amy Whitworth, 

zanita, lavender, rosemary, callistemon, 
escallonia and grevillea. For mesic land-
scapes, he might recommend hydrangea, 
hosta, willow, stewartia and primula. 

Customers eat it up. “It’s incredibly 
popular,” Bonine said. “People, espe-
cially under 30, come in saying, ‘I don’t 
want to water. I don’t want to weed.’ We 
take them to the signs. It gets their atten-
tion and they learn.”

Their branding is a matter of “edit, 
exaggerate, endorse.” Xera owners 
Bonine and Greg Shepherd choose the 
climate-appropriate plants they want to 
sell and then put those plants together 
in groupings in order to exaggerate and 
endorse them. 

“Go into the Gap and there are no 
muumuus,” Bonine said. “They’ve edited 
it down to their palette and direct your 

attention to what they have and that’s 
what they sell. We do the same 
thing.”

Sean Hogan, owner 
of Cistus Design Nursery, 
achieves something simi-
lar by organizing plants 
that grow in similar 
conditions in the wild 
on separate tables. “We 
divided the nursery that 
way to give people an idea 
of appropriate pairings,” he said. 
“When I see a conifer garden with hos-
tas, it drives me crazy.”

That said, Hogan says he’s not a 
“truist.” He’s happy when people learn 
— through observation or by talking to 
experienced nursery personnel or designers 
— to create proper plantings. Like Bonine, 
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Amy Whitworth designed Kristen Ohlson's 
front entrance with plant relationships in 
mind. PHOTO BY AMY WHITWORTH
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owner of Plan-It Earth in 
Portland, Oregon, became 
fascinated with what goes on 
underground. 

Much of it is still not 
understood, but the relation-
ship between plants and the 
bacteria and fungi they share 
through their roots is now 
accepted knowledge because 
of work by soil scientists like 
Elaine Ingham, a leader in 
research of the soil food web.

Whitworth looks to the 
soil and to nature for guidance 
when she designs a garden. 
She looks for plants that fit the 
site — soil, sun exposure, and 
moisture — rather than chang-
ing the site for the plant. 

“What I’m looking for 
is low-maintenance combina-
tions,” Whitworth said. “How 
to put plants together so they 
support each other with mini-
mal inputs from us. They are 
thriving and self-supporting 
without our help.”

The plantings at the 
Elisabeth C. Miller Botanical 
Garden in Seattle, Washington 
are very naturalistic but they 
are completely contrived, cura-
tor Richie Steffen said. He 
points to the woodland gar-
den, which is a combination 
of native and exotic plants, 
all of which take the same 
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Three layers of herbaceous plants were 
thoughtfully grouped together. 
PHOTO BY CLAUDIA WEST
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Cody Plath 
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shady, moist 
conditions. One 
bed prospers with a 
tapestry of black mondo 
grass, Anemone nemorosa, 
native elk fern and Cyclamen 
hederifolium mingled in. 

Like West and Rainer, he inter-
prets the ecological needs of the plant 
communities, but not necessarily the 
aesthetics. The reality, Steffen said, is that 
the design can look like anything. Still, he 
does have parameters: plants must need 
the same conditions, repetition (which 
doesn’t have to be drifts) and plant ran-
domly — something almost impossible for 
us to do. 

“We are programmed as people not 
to plant randomly,” he said. “It’s shocking 
how much practice it takes to be random, 
but in doing plant communities it makes it 
look less contrived.”

West sees, indeed strongly believes, 
that designed plant communities are the 
way of the future. “The building blocks 
of this new nature are resilient and native 
plants — and, yes, even exotic species 
— that are naturally adapted to environ-
ments similar to our man-made land-
scapes," she said. "The question is not 
what grew there in the past but what will 
grow there in the future.” 

Kym Pokorny is a garden writer with 
more than 20 years of experience writing 
for The Oregonian and other publica-
tions. She is currently a communications 
specialist with Oregon State University 
Extension Service. Kym can be reached at 
kym.pokorny@oregonstate.edu.
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per line, 7 lines per inch. Use headlines, bold, italics and special characters.
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CLASSIFIEDS

ASSISTANT BARE ROOT
CONSERVATION NURSERY 

MANAGER
The Washington Associat ion 
of Conservation Districts Plant 
Materials Center is looking for an 
Assistant Nursery Manager. This 
is a unique opportunity to join our 
team producing native tree and 
shrub seedlings for the conservation 
community in the PNW.

The ideal candidate will have prior 
experience in bare root production, 
a degree in horticulture or related 
field, and the following skills: Seed 
Propagation; Native Plant ID; Nutrient 
Management, Irrigation Management; 
Pest and Disease Control; Ability to 
Obtain WA Private Applicators License; 
Experience using tractors and other 
farm equipment; Experience supervising 
others;  MS Off ice; Organized 
team player who is an excellent 
communicator; Spanish a plus.

This position offers a competitive 
salary, full medical benefits, paid 
vacation, holidays and sick leave. 
Interested candidates should send 
a cover letter and resume to Jim 
Brown, WACD Plant Materials Center 
Manager, at pmcmanager@gmx.com.

PRODUCTION MANAGER
VILLAGE NURSERIES
SACRAMENTO, CA

Village Nurseries is seeking a 
Product ion F ie ld Operat ions  
Manager to oversee all aspects  
of operations for a 250-acre 
growing facility in Sacramento, 
CA.  The  manager  w i l l  be  
responsible for managing field 
laborers, improving efficiency and 
productivity of workforce, and 
growing quality plant material  
(trees, shrubs, color, vines, and  
native plants).

Interested parties should email 
resume to Mark Marriott at 
mmmarriott@villagenurseries.com

PRODUCTION & 
ADMINISTRATION

FOREMAN
SAUVIE ISLAND, OR

Job Description:
This job is responsible for assisting in 
all areas of production administration 
including supervising others at various 
times of the year. This position reports 
directly to Production Administration 
Department Head.

Duties:
• Oversee the planting in the Spring 
and Fall
• Staging graded stock including 
overseeing staging crews at both farms
• Printing and maintaining the tag 
inventory for harvesting, grading, 
planting and budding
• Data entry
• Oversee the direct shipping in  
the winter
• Help assist with the cutting crew 
(propagation) in the summer time
• Communicate with foremen, 
other departments and employees  
as needed
• Other duties as assigned.

Skills/Requirements:
• Knowledge of bare root plants with 
2 yrs experience a plus
• Supervisory skills
• Ability to plan and organize
• Ability to communicate effectively 
with various levels of management
• Ability to multi-task
• Excellent written and oral skills
• Must have computer skills including 
proficiency in MS Excel, Word, 
Outlook and Internet
• Bilingual in English/Spanish a plus
• Valid driver’s license with insurable 
driving history.

Salary:
This is a foreman position.  
Wage D.O.E.

To Apply:
Please submit resume and letter of 
interest to:

Abigail Garcia
Bailey Nurseries, Inc.,

18616 NW Reeder Road,
Portland, OR 97231

Email: abigail.garcia@baileynursery.com

CONTAINER INVENTORY 
COORDINATOR

J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co. is 
seeking a full-time, experienced 
Container Tree Inventory Coordinator 
for our team located in Boring, 
Oregon. Position is responsible for 
coordinating inventory activities, 
communicating with the sales 
depar tment  and  p roduc ing 
information for the production teams.

Must have prior experience with 
inventory of nursery, greenhouse or 
other related agriculture. Applicant 
must be well versed in computer 
programs, especially Microsoft Excel. 
Ideal candidate will be self-motivated, 
detail orientated, quality driven, be a 
team player, trustworthy and possess 
a high work ethic.

Horticultural education and/or 
5+ years work related experience 
is preferred. Valid driver’s license 
required. Assistance with moving is 
also considered. Wage DOE with full 
company benefits.

Mail, fax or email resume to:
J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.

Attn: Human Resources
PO Box 189, Boring, OR  97009

Fax: (503) 512-2209
Email: dianar@jfschmidt.com

 
NURSERY FIELD PRODUCTION 

SUPERVISOR
Qualified candidates will have 3 or 
more years of nursery experience with 
skills to effectively manage crews in 
all aspects of field production tasks: 
pruning, grading, shipping, field prep, 
irrigation, mechanical field harvest, 
etc. Private applicator's license is 
required. Bilingual (Spanish) desirable. 
Comprehensive benefits. Send resumes 
to afarley@countrysidenursery.com

MANAGEMENT TRAINEE
Do you have a Bachelor of Science 
degree in horticulture or a related 
field? Are you looking to advance 
your horticulture career?

If you answered yes to these 
questions, contact J. Frank Schmidt 
& Son Co. about a Management 
Trainee position. In addition to 
gaining valuable product ion 
experience, from planting to growing 
to subsequent storage and shipping 
of plants, Management Trainees will 
learn the skills needed to advance 
within the company.

If you are highly motivated, self-
directed and career oriented, you 
are the person we are seeking. J. 
Frank Schmidt & Son Co. is a family-
owned nursery for 70+ years with a 
worldwide reputation for growing 
quality trees.

Mail, fax or email resume to:
J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.

Attn: Human Resources
PO Box 189, Boring, OR  97009

Fax: (503) 512-2209
Email: dianar@jfschmidt.com

 
NURSERY SALES REP

Oregon wholesale nursery in 
Washington County seeking a  
sales representative to join our  
team for inside sales. Qualified 
cand idates  w i l l  have  sa le s  
experience with a knowledge of  
plants and their growing cycles 
des i red.  Pos i t ion would be  
responsible for all sales and  
customer service in an assigned 
territory. 
We are looking for a team player 
to continue to grow our business. 
Compensa t ion :  Base  sa la r y  
plus commission.

Please email your resume to 
DiggerJobs@oan.org with Blind  
Box B in the subject line. CLASSIFIED ADS WORK!   Call 503-582-2012
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EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

CONTAINER PRODUCTION
FOREMAN 

YAMHILL, OREGON

Job Description:
This job is responsible to supervise 
and coordinate all container-growing 
operations under the direction of the 
Container department head.
 
Duties:
• Coordinates all production teams 
involved in container shrub, evergreen 
and rose production.
• Supervises all daily production 
crew activity.
• Identify plant problems and take 
appropriate actions to maintain 
product quality.
• Insure that company policies and 
safety rules are followed at all times.
• Assist with the development of 
departmental material, labor and 
capital budgets.

Requirements:
• Relevant horticulture experience 
that inc ludes knowledge of 
ornamental plant material, chemicals 
and labor management.
• Ability to operate and maintain a 
variety of farm equipment.
• Ability to communicate with 
all levels of employees. Bilingual in 
Spanish is highly desirable.
• Ability to train, supervise, evaluate 
and coordinate the activities of 
multiple production crews.
• Ability to keep accurate and detailed 
records – computer use is required.
• Valid Oregon drivers license with 
insurable driving record.

To Apply:
This is a full-time position that 
includes a competitive benefit 
package. Wage DOQ. Interested  
applicants should apply with a 
resume and letter of interest to: 
Brian Bowman, Bailey Nurseries Inc. 

9855 NW Pike Road
Yamhill, OR 97148 

brian.bowman@baileynursery.com

PLANT HEALTH SPRAY 
APPLICATOR

Wholesale nursery seeking a pesticide 
applicator in our plant health 
department. The qualified applicant 
must have the ability to work in a 
team environment and communicate 
with various management levels both 
written and verbal.

Hort icu l tura l  or  agr icu l tura l 
experience and an Oregon Certified 
Pesticide Applicator License (or ability 
to acquire) preferred. Bilingual in 
English/Spanish a plus.

Required Skills or Qualifications:  
1. Abil ity to measure/cal ibrate 
solutions for spray equipment.  
2. Knowledge of tractor/equipment/
sprayer operation. 
3. Basic knowledge of insects, weeds, 
disease in nursery crops. 
4. Basic understanding of economic 
thresholds for application justification. 
5. M u s t  b e  a b l e  t o  w o r k 
independently and be available 
for working evenings/weekends  
if necessary. 
6. Oregon Cert i f ied Pest ic ide 
Applicator License (or ability to acquire)
7. Knowledge of Worker Protection 
Standard and Employee Right to 
Know requirements (Hazardous 
Communication Program) 
8. Pass internal safety training
9. Basic computer skills helpful 
10. Valid driver’s license with insurable 
driving record.

Compensation: This is a full-time 
position and includes full benefit 
package, pay DOE.

To Apply: Please submit resume and 
letter of interest to 

Abigail Garcia, 
Bailey Nurseries, Inc., 

18616 NW Reeder Road, 
Portland, OR 97231. 

Email: 
abigail.garcia@baileynursery.com. 
Phone: 503-621-9710 Ext: 101

SPRAY APPLICATOR SUPERVISOR
J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co. is looking 
for an individual to operate agricultural 
farm equipment and apply pesticides. 
Must be able to communicate in 
English and either have or obtain 
private pesticide applicators license 
within six months of hire. Will 
supervise and train workers in safe 
working practices around chemicals 
and equipment hazards.

Requires proficiency in the working 
maintenance and operation of all 
tractors, sprayers, and equipment 
used in pest management. Must be 
able to work independently without 
close supervision and observe all 
safety requirements. Horticultural 
plant knowledge and mechanical 
abilities a plus. Comprehensive 
employee benefit package. Salary 
commensurate with experience.

Mail, fax or email resume to:
J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.

Attn: Human Resources
PO Box 189, Boring, OR 97009

Fax: (503) 512-2209
Email: dianar@jfschmidt.com

GROWER/FARM ASSISTANT
Wholesale deciduous tree nursery 
located in Milton-Freewater, OR 
is seeking a full-time, experienced 
grower/farm assistant. Must be 
hands-on with experience in planting 
and growing trees. Experience in 
vineyard and/or fruit tree growing 
also considered.

Applicant must be fluent in Spanish 
and English and have proven 
supervisory management skills. Ideal 
candidate will be self-motivated and 
quality-driven, be honest, a team 
player, trustworthy and possess a high 
work ethic. Horticultural education 
and/or 5+ years work related 
experience is preferred.

Valid driver’s license required. 
Assistance with moving expenses will 
also be considered. Wage DOE with 
full company benefits.

Mail, fax or email resume to: 
J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co. 

Attn: Human Resources 
PO Box 189, Boring, OR 97009 

Fax: (503) 512-2209
Email: dianar@jfschmidt.com

magazine.com

HORTICULTURIST
Iseli Nursery, a producer of container 
& field-grown Conifers & Japanese 
Maples, is accepting applications for 
the position of Horticulturist. This is 
a management level career position 
that involves interaction with all 
of our Production departments. 
You will train with our current 
Horticulturist to gain experience 
with our crops & protocols.

You must be able to emphasize 
team over self, be self-motivated & 
able to plan ahead & have common 
sense about people. You must be 
attentive to details, safety-focused, 
solutions-oriented & possess honed 
communication skills.

Additional Qualifications:
• Degree in horticulture or related 
field preferred.
• Knowledge of weeds, pests and 
diseases preferred.
• Ability to plan, coordinate and 
supervise appropriate methods of 
pest control.
• Experience with operating spray 
equipment safely and efficiently.
• Currently licensed as, or able to 
obtain, an Oregon Private Applicators 
license.
• Familiar with Worker Protection 
Standards.

In addition to salary, this position 
provides medical benefits, paid 
vacation and holidays, sick leave, 
disability insurance, 401K with 
matching employer contribution, 
125 flex plan, a positive work 
environment. Salary DOQ.

Candidates may send a cover letter 
and resume to:

Maureen Coombs – Iseli Nursery 
Human Resources

mcoombs@iselinursery.com
(503) 663-3822 (ext. 231)

FLOWER BULB AND PERENNIAL
SALES POSITION

Clackamas, Oregon Flower
Bulb Facility

Fred C. Gloeckner & Company

For a full job description and details 
on how to apply, please go to our 
website, under the employment tab.
www.fredgloeckner.com/ 
employment.html
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PLANT MATERIALEMPLOYMENT

PLANT MATERIAL

PLANT MATERIALPLANT MATERIAL

Salem, Oregon  1-877-490-7844
jlpnliners.com • info@jlpnliners.com

Bareroot Seedlings
Acer, Amelanchier, Betula, Cercis, Malus, 

Populus, Prunus, Pyrus, Zelkova

Rooted Cuttings
Acer rubrum, Betula, Platanus, Prunus & Ulmus 

Band Pot Grown
Acer, Carpinus, Cornus, Fagus, Liquidambar, 

Nyssa, Quercus, & Syringa

Over 175 Varieties

Bareroot & Container Grown 
Understock & Rooted Cuttings

Specimen size
BAMBOO

over 30 feet tall
available

•Clumping Bamboo
•Large diversity 

•Quality wholesale plants
•We carry bamboo barrier

HDPE 30” x 60 mil
Controls running bamboo

(503) 647-2700
www.bamboogarden.com
bamboo@bamboogarden.com

 

.

Pacific NW  
Native Plants

Container  •  B&B  •  Bareroot

Environmental & Ecological 
Re-vegetation Landscape Contractor

Native Trees & Shrubs 
Groundcovers

Wetland & Riparian Plants
Conifers & Deciduous Trees

Contract & custom growing year-round

A Valley 
Growers 
Nursery

503-651-3535  •  FAX 503-651-3044
www.valleygrowers.com
vlygrwrs@web-ster.com

Hubbard, OR  •  OR and WA Certified D/WBE Company

WINDY RIDGE
NURSERY

GRAFTED LINERS
100 Varieties of Maples

Fir, Cedar, Cypress, Larch, 
Spruce, Pine, Sequoia

1918 SE 302nd Avenue
Troutdale, OR 97060
503-667-7037
Fax: 503-661-7315

Availability on website
www.wrntrees.com

SCHURTER NURSERY

Arborvitae - Emerald green 
Container-grown Boxwoods

Green Giants  
Otto Luyken • Skip Laurel 

Various Sizes & Varieties 
503-932-8006

Native, Wetland 
and 

Ground Cover 
Specialist
Growers of 

Quality, Healthy,  
Ready-to-Sell Plants.

Phone: 503-632-4787 
Fax: 503-632-5412
CONTRACT GROWING 

YEAR ROUND
21200 S. Ferguson Rd. 
Beavercreek, OR 97004

www.beaverlakenursery.com

BEAVERLAKEBEAVERLAKE
N U R S E R Y

CLEARWATER GROWERS

ROOTED CUTTINGS / PLUGS: 
Carex; Deschampsia caespitosa; 

Juncus; Scirpus;  
Thuja o. - ‘Emerald Green’ 

LINERS: 
Arctostaphylos - ‘Mass’; 

Carex; Ceanothus g. ‘Pt Reyes’;  
Cotoneaster - ‘Lowfast‘/ ‘Coral 

Beauty’; Deschampsia caespitosa; 
Fragaria; Juncus; Liriope m. ‘Big Blue’;  

Liriope spicata; Mahonia; 
Pachysandra; Pennisetum; 

Polystichum; Prunus – ‘Schipkaensis’; 
Rubus c. Sarcococca;  

Thuja o. – ‘Emerald Green’;  
'Green Giant'; Vinca 

1 gal availability 
Arctostaphylos - ‘Mass’; 
Calamagrostis; Carex;  

Cotoneaster dammeri - ‘Coral Beauty’ 
/ ‘Lowfast’; Deschampsia; Festuca; 

Fragaria; Helictotrichon sempervirens; 
Juncus; Liriope; Mahonia; 

Pennisetum; Polystichum munitum; 
Rubus; Sarcococca; Vinca 

Custom Propagation Available 
Ph: 503-359-7540  
Fax: 503-357-2282 
Forest Grove, OR

 Liners

Northwest Natives 

Rhododendrons

BIG RHODODENDRONS

Acres of rhododendrons –  
instant privacy available.  

5'-10' (make offer).  
Also in cans.

Hidden Acres Nursery 
19615 SW Cappoen Rd. 
Sherwood, OR 97140 

503-625-7390 
www.hiddenacresnursery.net

LINERS AVAILABLE
Grown in Anderson BP’s

Green Mountain Boxwood
Hicks Yew

Blue Maid Holly
Skip Laurel

Portuguese Laurel
European Beech
500+ $1.50ea
2500+ $1.25ea

Phone: 503-874-4123

HELP WANTED
For jobs and key employees 
throughout California and the 
Northwest, call Florasearch, Inc. 
You know us. For more than three 
decades we have been bringing 
together key people and excellent 
companies in the nursery and 
greenhouse industries and allied 
trades. Check our references. 
Confidential. Employer pays fee.

 Florasearch, Inc.
1740 Lake Markham Rd.

Sanford, FL  32771
Ph (407) 320-8177
Fx (407) 320-8083 

Website: www.florasearch.com 
Email: search@florasearch.com

 

We are always looking for career oriented skilled sta�. 
Our operations include wholesale growing, shipping, 
landscape contractor sales, and retail nursery. If you 
have the interest and skills needed to be a part of our 
team, please apply. We are growers of container and 
�eld grown ornamentals. 

We are looking for people in the following areas:
•    Sales / Customer Service (Wholesale/Retail)
•    Production / Growers / Supervisors
•    Shipping & Receiving
•    Inventory / O�ce Mgmt & Admin / Purchasing
•    Pesticide / IPM Managers & Applicators
•    Irrigation Management / Skilled Laborers
•    Outside sales throughout U.S. & Canada
•    Controller / Accounting Manager
•    Horticultural Website Developer

Applicants with speci�c work experience or education 
in the nursery industry is desired. Computer skills, 
Spanish / English bilingual, plant ID knowledge and 
equipment operation skills also preferred.

Pay commensurate with experience. Bene�ts to 
include: Paid vacation and sick leave, paid holidays, 
medical and dental insurance. Respond with resume 
to hr@loennursery.com to the speci�c job for 
which you qualify. 

For more information, please visit us online at
www.loennursery.com

Ground Covers

PACIFIC CREST
GROUNDCOVERS, INC.
Kinnikinnick, Fragaria,  
Gaultheria, Mahonia,  

Liriope, Vinca and more. 
3.5” and #1’s. 

Call or email for availability list: 
503-784-4925 or 

pcgroundcovers@gmail.com 
10895 S. Heinz Rd, 
Canby, OR 97013

 

HICKENLOOPER GARDENS
We have a lot to offer!

Specializing in: 
Hosta 

Winter Jewels Hellebores 
Hardy Fuchsia 

Heuchera 
Ferns  

Contact us for an availability list.
www.hickenlooper-gardens.com 

Phone: 503-949-5723 
Fax: 541-327-2011 

benhickenlooper@icloud.com

Want to post a job? 
To place a job ad, contact 

Blair Thompson at 
503-682-5089  

or ads@oan.org. 
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Rootstock

PREMIUM QUALITY
OREGON ROOTSTOCK

THE FOUNDATION  
OF YOUR ORCHARD  

STARTS HERE!

TRECO®  
Oregon Rootstock & Tree Co. Inc.  

P.O. Box 98  
Woodburn, OR 97071  

www.treco.nu 

p: 1.800.871.5141  
f:  503.634.2344

 
WILLAMETTE NURSERIES

YOUR SOURCE FOR 
ORNAMENTAL SEEDLINGS,  
FRUIT TREE ROOTSTOCK,  
CUTTING LINER VARIETIES  

& MORE. 

We specialize in understock  
for flowering, fruiting  

and shade. 

www.willamettenurseries.com 

Excellent quality.  
Outstanding service.  

25571 S. Barlow Rd. 

Canby, OR 97013 

503-263-6405 
Toll-Free: 1-800-852-2018 

E-Mail: willamette@canby.com
 

PLANT MATERIAL SERVICE/SUPPLYSERVICE/SUPPLYPLANT MATERIAL

Quality Oregon-Grown 
Rootstock & Seedlings 
for Fruit, Flowering 

& Shade Trees

Call:

503.985.7161
Fax:

503.985.7876

www.copenhavenfarms.com
copenhavenfarms@comcast.net

Gaston, Oregon

CopenHaven Farms Nursery

USED NURSERY SHADE CLOTH

Approx. 360,000 sq. ft. in  
Newberg, Oregon. Stock size 

20’x100’ & 20’x200’, shade range 
30% to 50%.

Please call 503-880-5820 for 
availability & pricing.

Containers

ROOT CONTROL  
GROW BAGS

from High Caliper Growing Systems 
Smart Pots - Any Size 

Pot Pruners - Tree Collars 

1-800-521-8089 
www.treebag.com

Tools

POT  
HANDLING  
TOOLS

Do you move plants? 
Then you need Deluxe 
Can Handlers. Save 
money & increase 
worker productivity.

Order today at  
deluxetrees.com

POTS AND FLATS
7700 1.78 X 5" band pots $.03 ea.
31000 2.78 X 6" band pots $.04 ea. 
1200 4" pots $.05 ea.
9000 1 gallon $.10 ea.
575 2 gallon $.65 ea.
1700 Anderson Flats $.75 ea.

dave@peaceofmindnursery.com
503-949-4944

Join us at this year’s 29th Annual Du�ers 
Classic and enjoy a morning on the golf 
course to support the Oregon Nurseries’ 
Political Action Committee. The stakes 
have always been high, and with issues like 
immigration, employment costs, pest issues 
and water supplies, the upcoming election 
cycle will certainly be no different. Your 
participation will help us elect legislators on 
both sides of the aisle who understand the 
nursery industry and who earn our support.

Thursday, June 7, 2018
Stone Creek Golf Club • Oregon City

Register today!     www.oan.org/du�ers
     or call 503-682-5089

GET IN THE GAME
PHONE 

503-682-5089

3 WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE TO
ONLINE 

www.oan.org/publications
EMAIL

info@oan.org

.
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An ongoing series provided by 
Oregon State University  

in collaboration with the United 
States Department of Agriculture 

and in partnership with the 
Oregon Association of Nurseries

GROWING 
KNOWLEDGE
Series content is coordinated by Dr. Jay Pscheidt, professor of botany 
and plant pathology at Oregon State University in Corvallis, Oregon.

The emerald ash borers are 
coming (eventually)!

An impending threat to Oregon’s urban ecosystems

BY SARAH GREENLEAF AND PAUL RIES 

IF IT’S NOT ON your radar yet, it 
will be soon: The age of ash trees 
(Fraxinus, sp.) in the United States is 

winding down as the emerald ash borer 
(EAB) slowly follows a western route 
across the country, leaving a path of 
destruction in its wake. 

EAB is a human-assisted invasive 
species that was discovered in the east-
ern United States in 2002. The little 
green insect has made it as far west as 
Colorado. It has devastated ash popula-
tions and is an uncontrolled epidemic. It 
is the most expensive invasive forest insect 
in U.S. history.1 

Though Oregon is currently 
unaffected by EAB (Agrilus planipennis 
Fairmaire), the eventual arrival of 
the insect to the West Coast poses a 
significant threat to Oregon’s urban 
ecosystems, which have a high number of 
ash tree species. 

Additionally, EAB impacts Oregon’s 
nursery industry as the market demand 
for ash trees declines and other trees gain 
market share.

The spread of EAB over long distanc-
es is attributed to the movement of fire-
wood and other infested wood products, 
prompting quarantines across the country 
to slow its movement. 

In spite of these federal quarantines, 
there is no cure. The U.S. Forest Service has 
predicted that EAB may eventually decimate 
nearly all ash trees in North America.2 

EAB insects bore into the bark of an 

ash and tunnel through the vascular sys-
tem, killing the tree. Once infested, a tree 
is likely to fail. 

Using principles of integrated 
pest management (IPM), the Oregon 
Department of Forestry (ODF) has 
begun implementing monitoring 
systems for the pest. There have been 
no occurrences yet, but the traps play 
an important role for initial detection 
when the pest arrives. 

Though EAB’s destructive arrival to 
Oregon is inevitable, its impact can be 
minimized with smart management of 
urban ecosystems. 

Oregon’s urban forests
Ash trees have traditionally been 

revered as a good choice for street trees 
due to their shade, fast growth, and orna-
mental foliage. They have been planted 
far and wide in Oregon’s cityscapes. The 
stressful environment of a city, however, 
makes it a good breeding ground for an 
insect invasion, leaving an abundance of 
ash trees at risk.

Besides losing a plentitude of urban 
forest benefits, local communities can also 
expect an increased public-safety risk as 
dead and dying ash trees become hazard-
ous to people and property.

Urban forests are critical to func-
tioning urban ecosystems because of the 
benefits that trees provide. In fact, the U.S. 
Forest Service estimates that in the United 
States, trees that make up the urban 

Bright green emerald ash borer adult 
next to larval “S” shaped galleries. 
PHOTO BY TAWNY SIMISKY, UMASS EXTENSION
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The emerald ash borers are coming (eventually)!

Choose Kubota For Quality That Lasts!

RTV-X900 • 21.6 Gross HP,† 3-Cylinder Kubota Diesel Engine
• Variable Hydro Transmission (VHT-X) • Standard 4-Wheel Drive

*$0 Down, 0% A.P.R. financing for up to 48 months on purchases of select new Kubota RTV Series equipment from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory is available to qualified purchasers 
through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Some exceptions apply. Example: 48 monthly payments of $20.83 per $1,000 financed. Offer expires 6/30/18. See us or 
go to KubotaUSA.com for more information.  †For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer and the product operator’s manual. Power (HP/KW) and 
other specifications are based on various standards or recommended practices. K1034-21-140546-3

STORE
HOURS:

Mon–Fri: 8–5 
Sat: 8–Noonwww.ovs.com • 800-653-2216

OVS MCMINNVILLE
2700 ST. JOSEPH RD.
MCMINNVILLE, OR
(503) 435-2700
 

OVS AURORA
19658 HWY. 99 E.
HUBBARD, OR
(971) 216-0111

Full Service Shops with Mobile Capabilities!

R530 • 51 Gross HP† Kubota Diesel Engine • Hydrostatic Transmission
• Strong Bucket Force • Multi-function Control Lever • ROPS / FOPS Certified Canopy or Cab

$0 DOWN,
0% A.P.R.

FINANCING
FOR UP TO

48 MONTHS*

ON SELECT
NEW

KUBOTAS!

forest canopy provide millions of dollars 
in ecosystem service benefits.3 

Is Oregon ready for EAB? 
In the summer of 2015, the ODF 

administered an online survey to urban 
forest managers in Oregon cities. The 
goals were to find out what percentage of 
this population was aware of EAB and to 
assess preventative actions that have been 
taken within communities. 

Alarmingly, 50 percent of respondents 
indicated they had not heard of EAB in 
the United States. The same amount was 
unable to report the number of ash trees 
within their city, meaning the respondents 
could not estimate the extent of risk and 
damage their communities could face.

Though survey responses demon-
strated the need for increased education 
among Oregon urban forest managers, 

several communities did report that they 
were already considering preventive steps, 
such as removing ash species from their 
recommended street tree list. 

Getting Ready for EAB
Even though EAB will not be arriving 

in Oregon tomorrow, it is certainly not too 

soon for municipalities to begin prepara-
tions. The following management plan 
offers Oregon urban forest managers a 
comprehensive idea of how to handle  
the emerald ash borer before and when  
it arrives.

1. Know the ash resource. A commu-
nity’s urban forest managers should be aware 
of all potential infestation sites and make 
sure their ash tree inventory is up to date, 
including information on general health  
and condition. 

2. Phase out ash trees. Though it is 
undoubtedly a tough reality to accept, all of 
Oregon’s ash trees will be at considerable 
risk when EAB arrives. Chemical control 
is expensive and cannot feasibly treat large 
numbers of ash trees. The best preventative 
measure is to minimize the ash tree 

Mature emerald ash borers leave behind 
a distinct “D” shaped exit hole, providing 
evidence of the pest. PHOTO BY STEVE BASKAUF, 

VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY



27DIGGERMAGAZINE.COM  JUNE 2018

population. This can be done in a few ways:
• Discontinuation of planting ash trees. 

A city may choose to remove all ash species 
from its list of approved city trees and create 
a local ordinance that prohibits planting ash.

• Replacement of ash trees. This is a 
good opportunity for managers to increase 
plant diversity by incorporating non-ash 
replacements into replanting efforts. 

• Removal of ash trees. Sadly, ash tree 
removal is a necessary evil in order to protect 
Oregon urban forests. Instead of removing 
any ash tree, however, strategically target 
only the trees at highest risk. Inventory data 
such as age, health, structure, and hazard 
potential can be used to weight the severity 
of an individual ash tree’s risk of failure. In 
the absence of a target risk, the healthier 
specimens should remain in the cityscape, as 
they have the most defense potential against 
the pest.

3. Detection. 
• Monitor for insects. As emphasized 

in the principles of IPM, keeping track of 
an insect population is an important part 
of its control. “First responders” need 
to be ready with a management plan as 

soon as EAB is initially spotted. The best 
approach to monitoring pest communi-
ties is by setting up traps. Once we find 
an emerald ash borer in a sticky trap, we 
know the epidemic has arrived. 

• Recognize signs of the pest. The 

Stressed trees are easy targets for EAB. This Oregon white ash (Fraxinus latifolia) exhibits 
some mottling and damage and might be rated with a higher removal priority than a 
significantly healthier specimen. PHOTO BY DANIEL GLEASON, PORTLAND URBAN FORESTRY
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movement of emerald ash borer larvae leaves 
behind S-shaped galleries visible in infected 
tree bark. The insect eventually exits the 
tree by burrowing through a D-shaped hole. 
Spotting these distinct holes and galleries in 
an ash tree can provide evidence of EAB. 

• Become an Oregon Forest Pest 
Detector. Oregon State University Extension 
offers this certification program that trains 
individuals to identify pests and their signs 
and symptoms on trees. Giving industry 
professionals and concerned citizens the 
right tools to help in early detection will bet-
ter position the overall response and man-
agement effort for EAB.

4. Respond to infestation. Just as the 
ODF has prepared a thorough and collabor-
ative response plan for EAB, so should every 
community be prepared to respond once the 
pest arrives. After initial infestation, it may 
take 1–3 years for an ash tree to completely 
fail. Larvae may have already imposed sig-
nificant damage to the tree even if it is not 
yet visibly declining. This is a good time to 
prioritize inspections for trees that present 
hazards to people and property.

5. Public education and awareness. 
The education and awareness process 
should begin within the nursery industry 
and then spread throughout the community. 
Outreach examples should involve local 
news outlets like magazines, city websites, 
and social media. 

The emerald ash borers are coming (eventually)!

Invasive species specialist Wyatt Williams of the ODF Oregon Department of Forestry hangs 
an EAB trap. The pests are particularly attracted to the color purple and to the volatiles that 
are applied to the sticky walls of the trap. PHOTO BY DANIEL GLEASON, PORTLAND URBAN FORESTRY



29DIGGERMAGAZINE.COM  JUNE 2018

(503) 630-4349
FAX (503) 630-7542

PO Box 598 – Estacada, OR 97023

B&B Spruce 4 to 24 feet
Chamaecyparis • Fir • Pine

Japanese Maple • Poodle Pine
Cut Christmas Trees

Supplies for Small Growers
SEED STARTING - Pots Trays Inserts

Plug Trays
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 Labels - large variety size, color &
shape of blank plant pot & row markers

_________________________________________________________________________

Weed control, fertilizer, tapes & ties,
watering, and more

_________________________________________________________________________

http://www.AAA-mercantile.shop
http://stores.ebay.com/AAA-Mercantile

http://www.amazon.com/shops/AAAmercantile

Enter promo code DIGGER for a 10% discount
for a limited time at AAA-mercantile.shop

HOSTETLER
FARM DRAINAGE
503-266-3584

• Plastic Tubing 3"-24" • Laser Grade
Control • Open Ditch for Buried

Irrigation • Plows and Trenches •
Pot-n-Pot Drainage • Oldest Drainage
Firm in Oregon • Newest Subsurface

Irrigation Techniques

Materials and
Technical
Assistance
AvailableCanby, OR
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An educational campaign should 
accomplish two goals: alert people 
about EAB and encourage community 
participation in tackling it. It is important 
to know how to identify affected ash 
trees and how individual behavior 
can affect the epidemic. A city might 
consider establishing an online reporting 
system that facilitates identifying ash tree 
locations and possible pest sightings.  

Conclusion
Oregon urban forest managers 

have a unique opportunity to minimize 
the potentially devastating impact of 
an impending harmful insect invasion. 
While there appears to be no way to 
prevent the arrival of the pest, this 
report has offered several methods that 
will help to prepare communities and 
to reduce the overall impact. 

Sarah Greenleaf was a graduate student 
at Oregon State University in the College 
of Forestry and is now a state forester 
in Massachusetts. She can be reached at 
sgreens22@gmail.com. The author wishes 
to thank Paul Ries and Wyatt Williams 
for their advisement in this report. 

1 (Buhl et al., 2014).
2 DeSantis, R.D., Moser, K.W., Gormanson, D.D., 

Bartlett, M.G., and Vermunt, B. (2013). Effects 
of climate on emerald ash borer mortality and 
the potential for ash survival in North America. 
Agricultural and Forest Meteorology 178-179, 
120-128. 

3 Nowak, D.J., Crane, D.E., & Dwyer, J.F. (2002). 
“Compensatory value of urban trees in the 
United States.” Journal of Arboriculture, 28: 
194-199. 

A heavily infested ash tree detected 
in Worcester, Massachusetts in 
2015. Removal of the bark revealed 
extensive s-shaped feeding galleries 
from emerald ash borer larvae. PHOTO BY 

TAWNY SIMISKY, UMASS EXTENSION.
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Jeff Stone
OAN EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

DIRECTOR’S DESK

A team effort for your success
run like a business. (Many of the elected 
officials I talk to don’t understand this.) 
We must grapple with the same issues our 
members do — minimum wage changes, 
overtime regulations and the myriad of 
imposed workplace requirements. 

It is not enough for associations to deal 
with these issues and provide a lean organi-
zation — we must also protect the industry. 
As NLAE members, we’re always looking at 
the return on investment we are providing 
to our members, as well as tools to com-
municate that ROI. Some associations offer 
discounts for health insurance, fuel or truck 
purchases, to name a few examples. Others, 
like the OAN, have a trade show to market 
members and the industry.

As we discuss all this, we also make 
an effort to learn from each other. Cassie 
Larson, the tremendous leader out of 
Minnesota, conducts a “30 ideas in 30 
minutes” session. It includes ready to use 
tips from everything from social media to 
nursery certification techniques. I always get 
something out of it.

You are the heroes
All of the executives agree, without a 

doubt, that the members are the heroes of 
our associations. You grow and sell plants, 
work with your hands and make something 
you can sell with pride. 

Being in business is not easy. We under-
stand that you want a rewarding career in 
the green industry. If you didn’t love plants, 
you’d probably be doing something else.

Your associations also see you as a 
business run by honest people. We want 
others to see you that way too. We wish to 
help provide a regulatory environment of 
financial stability for owning, operating and 
expanding your business.

We cheer your success and help with 
working through your problems. Working 
with regulators can make you frustrated, 
anxious or downright angry. Dealing with 
entrenched agencies can be too much for an 
individual business to bear. 

A unified and aggregated voice, which 
blends both smaller and larger operations, 
has proven effective and has the added ben-
efit of shedding a regulatory burden from 
daily work at the nursery. 

Associations also look for a number 
of ways for each member to engage the 
nursery community. The OAN utilizes open 

houses, chapters organizing tours and chats, 
organized relevant content to impart critical 
information or bring together segments of our 
industry. It is affirming that my colleagues 
around North America all pursue a “member 
first” attitude.

Improvement through collaboration
Expert speakers have a role in increasing 

the knowledge base of our nursery executives 
every year at the NLAE Convention, but 
candidly, one of the best parts of the annual 
meeting are the informal exchanges of ideas. 
We chat without an agenda, just sharing the 
things that work and more so, the efforts that 
do not pan out. It is really cool that size does 
not matter — all of us contribute ways we 
can do a better job for you.

The OAN shares information on the pro-
grams and services we provide to members. 
We get great feedback about Digger, Nursery 
Guide and the Farwest Show. The new pro-
motional materials of the Farwest Show, 
which show our members as the core of the 
show (which they no doubt are), received 
strong praise. I think it is awesome and was 
excited to hear that others did too. 

Grateful to OAN Leadership
NLAE is an information resource and 

professional network for nearly 100 associa-
tion executives — an intimate group dedi-
cated to advancing their associations and the 
industry as a whole. I am grateful for the 
leadership of the OAN to allow me to grow 
as a professional, network with green industry 
leaders and hone leadership skills. 

Both the OAN and NLAE work toward 
making sure that you, the members of the 
nursery and greenhouse industry, grow and 
prosper and continue to make a difference. 

It was my great privilege 

to serve as president of the 

Nursery and Landscape 

Association Executives (NLAE) 

of North America for the past 

two years. 
I am the third Oregonian to serve in that 

role. Merv Belknap was the first in 1969-70, 
followed by Dan Barnhart in 1989-90. 

The NLAE is a team of committed 
executive leaders from all over the country, 
and six Canadian provinces, serving the 
green industry. It started in 1947 and slowly 
became what it is today, thanks to many 
hardworking people, including now-retired 
OAN Executive Director (and legend) 
Clayton Hannon.

Once a year at our convention, we get 
together to solve common issues, learn from 
each other and work together to serve you, 
our combined membership. My colleagues 
in NLAE bring a lot of talent to the table, 
but the most important thing we share is the 
experience, commitment and desire to work 
every day to help your business thrive.

Common denominators
Months before the convention, we 

assemble a geographically diverse subset of 
executives to identify issues that are impact-
ing the industry and top-line challenges fac-
ing nursery associations. We discuss topics 
that are impacting our members today, and 
we also get a jump on emerging and critical 
issues that are on the horizon. 

The breadth and strength of individual 
nursery associations creates a pathway to get 
to the heart of a matter, dissect it, and build 
possible solutions. 

Workforce woes are a consistent agenda 
item, not only with the labor shortage that 
is limiting economic growth, but the posi-
tive side of the issue — we talk about ideas 
that work in various parts of the continent. 
There is a common misunderstanding that 
our Canadian partners have immigration fig-
ured out, but they have many structural and 
policy issues, just like the rest of us. 

Other items on our agenda include 
pollinators, water supply, transportation 
infrastructure, land use and taxation, and it’s 
great to hear the diverse opinions. 

It’s worth noting that associations are 



Nelson Irrigation offers a complete line of water 
application solutions for the Nursery Industry. 
Whether you’re looking for a single-row solution 
for greenhouses or a part-circle option for edge 
of field, if quality and performance are what you 
expect the answer is simple. BUY AMERICAN 
— CHOOSE NELSON.

ASK ABOUT NELSON’S
NEW! TWIG® WIRELESS  
CONTROL SYSTEM
FOR IRRIGATION  
AUTOMATION 

NELSONIRRIGATION.COM

NEW! S5 
SPINNER  

S10 SPINNER 

R2000LP 
ROTATOR®

PART-CIRCLE
EDGE OF FIELD
ROTATOR® 

1000 SERIES  
CONTROL

VALVES 
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IMPACT 
REPLACEMENTS

IS THERE 
MORE GREEN  
IN THE HOUSE?
Energy upgrades in your greenhouses can yield more 
than energy savings. They can boost productivity and 
earn cash incentives from Energy Trust of Oregon, too. 

Talk to your greenhouse vendor, or visit  
www.energytrust.org/ag for more information.

Serving customers of Portland General Electric, 
Pacific Power, NW Natural, Cascade Natural Gas 
and Avista.
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GINGER WINE™

Physocarpus opulifolius ‘SMNPOBLR’, pp#28,695, cbraf

With rich bright hues of orange, red and burgundy foliage, and large white fl owers 

that transform into bright red seed-heads, Ginger Wine™ Physocarpus is truly 

irresistible in the landscape. Combine this beautiful display with superior mildew 

resistance and this adaptable native from Proven Winners® ColorChoice® won’t 

fail to impress, even in the toughest of conditions.    

Irresistible

Contact Jeff Pipp, West Coast Account Representative, 616-223-3361
www.springmeadownursery.com, 800-633-8859

GINGER WINE™
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USDA ZONE 3, AHS 7
5-6' tall and wide

10’
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