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Fun and business
It seems spring has just started, 

but it’s coming to an end already. 

Summer’s just about here.
It’s a welcome transition. It means we can 

regroup after spring’s “harvest havoc” and start to 
focus on production and future planning. 

Because it is summer, hopefully there are plans 
that include something fun and relaxing. And hopefully, 
there are also plans to get out and see something or 
forge new relationships that could impact the business 
for the better. But what if there was a place where you 
could do both? There is, and it’s called the Farwest Show.

We here in Oregon have things covered when it comes to fun, relaxation, new ideas, and 
good folks to bond with. This very issue contains a Farwest Planning Guide to help you plan 
your trip. A few highlights for me include:

Equipment Day. This event is held every three years. Its focus is on truly innovative 
ideas and technologies. What’s exceptional is that it’s not tucked away in a building full of 
video demonstrations — it’s out in the open with real live action.

Happy Hour. Who doesn’t like happy hour? It’s right beside the show floor, right at the 
end of Day 1. Perfect.

Pub Crawl. This year’s planned stops include a relaxing patio and the opportunity to let 
your competitive juices flow with a game of pub-style ping-pong. Laughing at, or with, com-
petitive friends is also an option.

Keynote speaker Ali Noorani. You can bet we’re gonna tackle the heavy-hitting stuff, 
too. The executive director of the National Immigration Forum is just one of several awe-
some speakers who will share insights on topics that shape our industry.

All this, plus much more, can be found in the Farwest Show Planning Guide. The sheer 
abundance of options will quell any doubts or excuses not to go to the show. But I (a pretty 
proud Oregonian) would like to offer some personal recommendations that are great places 
to visit for out-of-towners, or to revisit or take customers if you are local:

The Oregon Coast. Being about an hour from the bulk of Oregon nurseries, I even 
tend to take this for granted. It’s incredibly jagged and woodsy, which is probably why no 
one calls it “the beach” even though there are lots of sandy stretches. Essentially it is 300-
plus miles of California’s Big Sur, but with dunes, hikes, fishing and better seafood. Climb 
Neahkahnie Mountain, near Manzanita, to enjoy postcard-worthy views. Or grab a micro-
brew in Pacific City and watch the surfers until sunset, when folks start roasting marshmal-
lows in a campfire right on the sand. 

The Cascades. An hour’s drive away from Oregon Nursery Country, or less, are the 
Cascade Mountains. They are typically in plain sight every day during August. Enjoy them 
from afar or go up for an up-close look and a giant, mostly tree-covered playground. Hikes, 
bikes, horses, and boats. Rivers, lakes, and waterfalls. It’s hard to pick favorites, but close-in 
Silver Falls State Park is breathtaking, even after the 1,000 times I have run there! A little 
further out of the way, the Three Sisters Wilderness is grand and awe inspiring, with its snow-
covered peaks and pristine alpine meadows.

The Willamette Valley. By August it’s admittedly a bit dry and dusty by our own stan-
dards, which means it’s still rather lush when compared to the rest of the West. If you get off 
the beaten path a ways, it is one incredible place. It’s covered in green forests and some of the 
most productive farmland in the world. A unique climate means unique crops: there’s wine 
country in the hills, hazelnuts and berries within arms’ reach at all times, specialty seed crops 
only grown here, and of course our top-quality nurseries. So tour a nursery, enjoy fresh farm 
produce, and sip a locally grown Pinot Noir 
while you call it a day.

Have a nice summer!  
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
 Josh Zielinski Alpha Nursery
 PRESIDENT 5050 Hazelgreen Rd. N.E.
 josh@alphanursery.com Salem, OR 97305-3519
  503-390-1286
  FAX 503-390-2639

 Mike Hiller Kraemer’s Nursery Inc.
 PRESIDENT-ELECT P.O. Box 930

 mike@kniusa.com Mt. Angel, OR 97362
  503-845-2283
  FAX 503-845-6557

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 VICE PRESIDENT 138 NE 22nd Ave.

 simnittnsy@canby.com Canby, OR 97013
  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Kyle Fessler St. Christopher Nursery LLC
 TREASURER 12936 Portland Rd. N.E.

 kyle@stchristophernursery.com Gervais, OR 97026
  503-580-4470
  FAX 503-792-3902

 Mark Bigej Al’s Garden & Home
 PAST PRESIDENT 1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
 mbigej@als-gardencenter.com Woodburn, OR 97071-3616
  503-981-1245
  FAX 503-982-4608

 Josh Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 SECRETARY P.O. Box 100

 josh@robinsonnursery.com Amity, OR 97101
  503-835-4533
  FAX 503-835-3004

 Denece Messenger Decorative Bark Products
 MEMBER AT LARGE P.O. Box 1198
 denecemessenger@comcast.net Tualatin, OR 97062
  503-510-4029
  FAX 503-859-3764

____________

STATE BOARD  
REPRESENTATIVES

 CENTRAL OREGON CHAPTER
 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 gary@landsystemsnursery.com 541-382-7646

 CHRISTMAS TREE CHAPTER
 vacant

 CLACKAMAS CHAPTER
 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery

 afarley@countrysidenursery.com 503-678-0511
 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 amandastaehely@gmail.com 503-810-2598

 EMERALD EMPIRE CHAPTER
 Tamara Clift McKenzie River Nursery
 tamaragreg@msn.com  541-747-2767

 GREENHOUSE CHAPTER
 Andrea Avila-Aragon Smith Gardens

 andrea.avila-aragon@smithgardens.com 503-678-5373
 Mark Leichty Little Prince of Oregon Nursery
 mark@littleprinceoforegon.com   503-678-5687

 MT. HOOD CHAPTER
 Scott Ekstrom Ekstrom Nursery Inc.
 scott_ekstrom@yahoo.com 503-663-4035
 Anthony Kinen Kinen’s Big & Phat  
  Special Plants
 akinen5@gmail.com 503-866-3627

 RETAIL CHAPTER
 Laura Hammond Al's Garden & Home
 lhammond@als-gardencenter.com 503-981-1245

 SUNSET CHAPTER
 Matt Gold Midas Nursery Solutions

 matt.gold@midasnurserysolutions.com 503-628-3059
 Ron Kinney Monrovia

 rkinney@monrovia.com 503-868-7941

 WILLAMETTE CHAPTER
 John Maurer Evergreen Growers Supply Inc.
 john@evergreengrowers.com 
 Robert Van Klaveren Van’s Nursery
 vansnursery@aol.com 503-463-4507

Josh Zielinski
OAN PRESIDENT


