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An adventure 
worth taking
On a recent weekend, I did 

something I don’t do enough — I went 

to a retail garden center.
You see, as a nurseryman, the honest truth is 

that by Sunday, I usually feel like I’ve seen enough 
plants. I can’t wait to go out into the woods for a 
run, clean the house, putter around in the garage or maybe even go wine tasting. I feel like 
I’d rather do anything but go look at more pretty little plants all lined up in rows waiting 
to be sold. 

However, on a Sunday in late March, that is 
exactly what I did — and it was incredible!

On a slightly brisk but dry morning, my wife 
Kattie, 3-year-old daughter Alyce and I arrived just 
a half-hour after the garden center had opened. 
We noticed quite a few cars already parked in front. This told us we were not going to be 
alone, even though it was quite early in the spring season. 

As we walked through the gates and grabbed our little red wagons — we needed 
two because Alyce insisted on pulling her own — we began to witness something I 
wasn’t expecting.

We saw not only great selections of plants carefully curated for our region and the 
early spring season, but something else more subtle: There were a dozen families, many 
closely resembling our own, meandering about in a way that resembled an adventuresome 
stroll through the park. It didn’t look like “shopping” in the typical sense of the word.

The kids were frolicking about smelling the flowers, touching the pokey plants and 
threatening to break the statuary. Meanwhile, the parents were undoubtedly deliberating 
whether they needed shade-loving perennials for that empty back corner (the original rea-
son we set out on such a mission), or succulents for the pots (we got a few of those, too) 
or if the front yard was big enough for two more fruit trees (almost). 

There wasn’t even the slightest resemblance to one of those warehouse superstores 
with everyone gazing about like zombies, steadily herding one another like cattle through 
all the plastic stuff. People seemed so relaxed. I think it’s because they were looking at real 
living things — things that can bring such genuine joy (and function!) to their homes, or 
better yet, their busy lives.

We picked out a few ferns, a couple heucheras, some small shrubs, and an olive tree. 
We also got a small turtle statue that Alyce carried with her for the next 12 hours despite 
the fact that it weighed at least a third of her body weight. 

We took them home. Then we soaked up some sun as we mixed the plants into our 
landscape. They added just the new touch we needed to make our yard feel a little bit 
more like us. 

We talked about the olive tree growing big enough to pick olives from. Maybe some-
day we could all sit underneath it on a hot afternoon. And after most of the plants were 
planted, I plopped down on the bench that had once sat all alone in a bare spot under a 
cluster of birch trees. I was surrounded by the colors and textures of new plants. It felt so 
much more comfortable, and I swear my beverage tasted better (no joke!).

The adventure was fun and the rewards were incredible. I think I know what I’ll be 
doing on another weekend soon! 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
 Josh Zielinski Alpha Nursery
 PRESIDENT 5050 Hazelgreen Rd. N.E.
 josh@alphanursery.com Salem, OR 97305-3519
  503-390-1286
  FAX 503-390-2639

 Mike Hiller Kraemer’s Nursery Inc.
 PRESIDENT-ELECT P.O. Box 930

 mike@kniusa.com Mt. Angel, OR 97362
  503-845-2283
  FAX 503-845-6557

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 VICE PRESIDENT 138 NE 22nd Ave.

 simnittnsy@canby.com Canby, OR 97013
  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Kyle Fessler St. Christopher Nursery LLC
 TREASURER 12936 Portland Rd. N.E.

 kyle@stchristophernursery.com Gervais, OR 97026
  503-580-4470
  FAX 503-792-3902

 Mark Bigej Al’s Garden & Home
 PAST PRESIDENT 1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
 mbigej@als-gardencenter.com Woodburn, OR 97071-3616
  503-981-1245
  FAX 503-982-4608

 Josh Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 SECRETARY P.O. Box 100

 josh@robinsonnursery.com Amity, OR 97101
  503-835-4533
  FAX 503-835-3004

 Denece Messenger Decorative Bark Products
 MEMBER AT LARGE P.O. Box 1198
 denecemessenger@comcast.net Tualatin, OR 97062
  503-510-4029
  FAX 503-859-3764
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STATE BOARD  
REPRESENTATIVES

 CENTRAL OREGON CHAPTER
 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 gary@landsystemsnursery.com 541-382-7646

 CHRISTMAS TREE CHAPTER
 vacant

 CLACKAMAS CHAPTER
 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery

 afarley@countrysidenursery.com 503-678-0511
 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 amandastaehely@gmail.com 503-810-2598

 EMERALD EMPIRE CHAPTER
 Tamara Clift McKenzie River Nursery
 tamaragreg@msn.com  541-747-2767

 GREENHOUSE CHAPTER
 Andrea Avila-Aragon Smith Gardens

 andrea.avila-aragon@smithgardens.com 503-678-5373
 Mark Leichty Little Prince of Oregon Nursery
 mark@littleprinceoforegon.com   503-678-5687

 MT. HOOD CHAPTER
 Scott Ekstrom Ekstrom Nursery Inc.
 scott_ekstrom@yahoo.com 503-663-4035
 Anthony Kinen Kinen’s Big & Phat  
  Special Plants
 akinen5@gmail.com 503-866-3627

 RETAIL CHAPTER
 Laura Hammond Al's Garden & Home
 lhammond@als-gardencenter.com 503-981-1245

 SUNSET CHAPTER
 Matt Gold Midas Nursery Solutions

 matt.gold@midasnurserysolutions.com 503-628-3059
 Ron Kinney Monrovia

 rkinney@monrovia.com 503-868-7941

 WILLAMETTE CHAPTER
 Janet Poot Growers Nursery Supply Inc
 janet@growers-inc.com 
 Robert Van Klaveren Van’s Nursery
 vansnursery@aol.com 503-463-4507

Josh Zielinski
OAN PRESIDENT

It didn’t look like 

“shopping” in the typical 

sense of the word.


