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WHAT I'M HEARING

Don’t overlook these 
late bloomers
DURING THE BUSY SPRING 

months, when customers are buying 
nearly everything that is in bloom, 

they might overlook plants that don’t show 
off their color until late summer.

I have many plants in my garden that 
are just coming into peak flower in August 
and September. Whenever we open our 
garden to guests that late in the season, 
people see these late bloomers and ask 
me questions. They aren’t sure whether 
they’ve seen them before.

Among these plants is Hibiscus 
moscheutos, otherwise known as peren-
nial hibiscus or, more commonly, hardy 
hibiscus. I would encourage more garden 
centers to stock them.

This hibiscus should not be mistaken 
for some of the tropical or semitropical 
types that are typically seen in Hawaii 
and Southern California. Hibiscus mos-
cheutos or hardy hibiscus is native to the 
eastern United States. It is grown in gar-
dens throughout the Midwest, where the 
winter temperatures are much more severe 
than what we experience in the Pacific 
Northwest. For gardeners in this part of 
the country, it is a winter-hardy perennial. 

I’ve known about hardy hibiscus for 
quite a while, but I didn’t grow it in my 
own garden until just a few years ago. 
Now, it seems as though I just want to  
get more!

Spotted in a friend’s garden 
When touring different summer gar-

dens throughout our area, I had rarely 
seen one until I visited Doug Barragar’s 
garden in the Raleigh Hills area, south-
west of Portland. 

Doug gardens on a corner lot 
and, while driving to his house, I was 
unfamiliar with the area where he lived. 
While I was rounding a corner, I knew 
immediately which garden was his. It was 

a show of color we do not often come 
across in September. 

There were roses, hydrangeas, hardy 
fuchsias, dahlias, lilies and many hardy 
hibiscuses all in full bloom. If ever there 
was a traffic stopper, this flower bed was 
surely it. 

The hardy hibiscus blooms were of 
particular interest to me, as I so rarely see 
them in a garden or in garden centers. At 
the time of my visit to Doug’s garden, I 
had visited several garden centers within 
the previous two weeks without seeing 
any displays of this plant. Why, I won-
dered, was it not featured? 

It did not take me long to figure out 
that Doug has an obsession with hardy 
hibiscus. Actually, I think he also has 
an obsession with dahlias, hostas, hardy 
fuchsias, hydrangeas and lilies. (What can 
be said? Doug is a gardener.) 

Doug told me that he has 50 hardy 
hibiscus plants and that 24 different 
varieties are represented in his collection. 
The plants have had no insect or disease 
problems. The only downside that Doug 
mentioned is that some of the taller variet-
ies need to be staked. 

Some of the tall varieties can reach 
5–8 feet in height, but newer varieties 
are being developed that are smaller and 
more compact. These new smaller variet-
ies reach the 3–4 foot range. Doug buys 
varieties with different blooming times so 
that he has some plants flowering in mid-
July and others that will continue through 
October. Most plants will have flowers 
8–12 inches across. 

Hardy hibiscus plants do best in  
a full sun location and will require 
summer watering. They are not drought 
tolerant plants. 

After a frost, the foliage will begin to 
die. At this time, Doug cuts the stems back 
to about 12 inches above the ground. 

Mike Darcy
Head “plant nerd,” longtime speaker, host of 
gardening shows on radio and TV, and author 

of the In the Garden email newsletter.  
You can reach Mike, or subscribe to his 

newsletter, at itgmikedarcy@comcast.net.

Hibiscus 'Tie Dye' 
PHOTO BY DOUG BARRAGAR
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Since these plants tend to be late in 
sending up new growth, leaving the stems 
is a good reminder of where they are 
so they are not dug up with new spring 
plantings. Once new growth has emerged, 
the stems tend to grow quite quickly. 

Some of the new varieties can also 
offer an added bonus of maple-like leaves 
that are very dark, almost maroon in 
color. This makes a spectacular back-
ground for the large flowers. ‘Summer 
Storm’ is just such a plant. 

Full sun is required to turn the leaves 
dark. With less sun, they will stay green.

Planning ahead
As a garden center or nursery per-

son, you may wonder why I am writing 
an article in April for a plant that is not 
going to be in bloom until July at the ear-

liest. The reason is that now is the time 
to think about ordering hardy hibiscus 
plants, so that you will have a supply of 
them when they start flowering. 

Imagine a mass display of these plants 
in full bloom in August and September. I 
do not think many customers could walk 
by without selecting one to take home. 

Plus, customers are looking for low-
maintenance plants. These certainly  
meet that requirement. 

Another factor to consider is that you 
are probably introducing many customers 
to a new plant. I believe that once they have 
one or two, they will be back for more. They 
may even become obsessive as Doug is! 

Other options/upgrades 
available

Shade Cloth Taller Sides
Ground Cover Semi Truss

Exhaust Systems Double Poly
Code Structures Heaters

Manual Roll-up Gear Cranks

30 X 96 Greenhouse Kit
5’ OC 4’ side Walls

20357 Hwy 99E, Aurora, OR 97002 * 503-678-2700
fax 503-678-2789 * kips@ovg.com * www.ovg.com

    Kit Includes:
20 - 30’ Bows 1 7/8” .095 ga, Legs 2 3/8”
3 - 96’ Purlins 
4 - 21’ End Braces
2 - Steel End Wall Framing Kits w/ double
     4x8 Doors per End
2 - Corrugated Poly Carbonate for Ends
40 - Wire Lock for Ends, Top and Bottom Boards
2 - Roll-up Sides with Wire Lock and Handle
1 - 48 x 100 6 mil 4yr Poly - Single Layer

$6659

NRCS APPROVED STRUCTURES
OPTIONAL 30 x 96 KIT 

WITH 2 3/8” .095 GA BOWS

$7470
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Prices Good thru 4/30/18

Hibiscus 'Summer Storm' 
PHOTO BY DOUG BARRAGAR


