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Teamwork  
matters
Growing up, I was always a foot 

shorter and roughly 20 pounds 

lighter than my age group,  

and my coordination was not  

exactly stellar. 
As a result of all this, sports analogies can go right 

over my head. These days I rarely watch sports events 
on television, and I definitely haven’t ever had a fan-
tasy sports team. Yet as I thought about this column and the Membership Issue, I couldn’t 
suppress the urge to compare our organization, the OAN, to a sports team. We know that 
getting together, sticking together and working toward common goals will get us more wins 
than doing things on our own.

As a player and coach, Phil Jackson has more NBA championship rings than fingers 
to put them on. He coached the Chicago Bulls as they shattered my childhood dream of a 
Portland Trail Blazer championship in 1992. One quote of his that certainly applies to team-
work and to a great extent membership in our association is, “The strength of the team is 
each individual member. The strength of each member is the team.”

That proved true when Jackson won two championships as a player with the New 
York Knicks in the 1970s, and as a 11-time championship coach with the Los Angeles 
Lakers and Chicago Bulls. And it’s been true for Oregon nurseries ever since we formed our 
association in 1933, which was 85 years ago.

Then and now, the power of being part of a collective and well-organized group gives 
us a stronger and clearer voice. While this was important in the association’s very beginning, 
it is especially critical today. We’re facing more complex challenges when it comes to mar-
keting, government regulations, politics, pest and disease control and labor supply. 

Because the members are the association, it should come as no surprise that the associa-
tion has evolved to address member needs. These days we market ourselves and our prod-
ucts with the Nursery Guide and NurseryGuide.com. We host the West Coast’s largest trade 
show at Farwest every August. We tell our story and provide indispensable business and 
grower knowledge through our publications, including Digger and online Member Update. 

We host state and federal representatives on our farms and show them firsthand what 
we do and how they can help us do it better. We help fund research projects that affect our 
industry. We do our jobs whether that’s growing plants, selling containers or building green-
houses while a trusting set of eyes watches every move in the capitol for us making sure our 
interests are understood.

We do all this together. 
Individually, I couldn’t begin to reach the market that our show and publications reach. 

I couldn’t get a U.S. senator or representatives’s lowest ranking staffer to come onto the 
farm, as the OAN did when U.S. Rep. Suzanne Bonamici recently visited several nurseries. 
The research on pests and diseases, as well as new plant varieties, keeps our business strong 
and on the proactive side of things. I couldn’t fund or direct that research on my own.

With all due respect for elected officials, I am grateful for every minute I don’t have to 
spend navigating the halls and chambers in Salem and Washington D.C.. I’d rather be out 
on my farm producing quality products for happy customers.

I can’t believe I am even attempting it but here’s my best sports analogy: Together we 
are more than a guy that can dunk. We are an active and dynamic force working together 
to get the ball to the right place at the right time. More 
often than not, we win — even if the opposition puts 
all its efforts into stopping the dunk.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
 Josh Zielinski Alpha Nursery
 PRESIDENT 5050 Hazelgreen Rd. N.E.
 josh@alphanursery.com Salem, OR 97305-3519
  503-390-1286
  FAX 503-390-2639

 Mike Hiller Kraemer’s Nursery Inc.
 PRESIDENT-ELECT P.O. Box 930

 mike@kniusa.com Mt. Angel, OR 97362
  503-845-2283
  FAX 503-845-6557

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 VICE PRESIDENT 138 NE 22nd Ave.

 simnittnsy@canby.com Canby, OR 97013
  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Kyle Fessler St. Christopher Nursery LLC
 TREASURER 12936 Portland Rd. N.E.

 kyle@stchristophernursery.com Gervais, OR 97026
  503-580-4470
  FAX 503-792-3902

 Mark Bigej Al’s Garden & Home
 PAST PRESIDENT 1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
 mbigej@als-gardencenter.com Woodburn, OR 97071-3616
  503-981-1245
  FAX 503-982-4608

 Josh Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 SECRETARY P.O. Box 100

 josh@robinsonnursery.com Amity, OR 97101
  503-835-4533
  FAX 503-835-3004

 Denece Messenger Decorative Bark Products
 MEMBER AT LARGE P.O. Box 1198
 denecemessenger@comcast.net Tualatin, OR 97062
  503-510-4029
  FAX 503-859-3764

____________

STATE BOARD  
REPRESENTATIVES

 CENTRAL OREGON CHAPTER
 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 gary@landsystemsnursery.com 541-382-7646

 CHRISTMAS TREE CHAPTER
 vacant

 CLACKAMAS CHAPTER
 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery

 afarley@countrysidenursery.com 503-678-0511
 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 amandastaehely@gmail.com 503-810-2598

 EMERALD EMPIRE CHAPTER
 Tamara Clift McKenzie River Nursery
 tamaragreg@msn.com  541-747-2767

 GREENHOUSE CHAPTER
 Andrea Avila-Aragon Smith Gardens

 andrea.avila-aragon@smithgardens.com 503-678-5373
 Mark Leichty Little Prince of Oregon Nursery
 mark@littleprinceoforegon.com   503-678-5687

 MT. HOOD CHAPTER
 Scott Ekstrom Ekstrom Nursery Inc.
 scott_ekstrom@yahoo.com 503-663-4035
 Anthony Kinen Kinen’s Big & Phat  
  Special Plants
 akinen5@gmail.com 503-866-3627

 RETAIL CHAPTER
 Laura Hammond Al's Garden & Home
 lhammond@als-gardencenter.com 503-981-1245

 SUNSET CHAPTER
 Matt Gold Midas Nursery Solutions

 matt.gold@midasnurserysolutions.com 503-628-3059
 Ron Kinney Monrovia

 rkinney@monrovia.com 503-868-7941

 WILLAMETTE CHAPTER
 Janet Poot Growers Nursery Supply Inc
 janet@growers-inc.com 
 Robert Van Klaveren Van’s Nursery
 vansnursery@aol.com 503-463-4507

Josh Zielinski
OAN PRESIDENT


