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Welcome to 
the new year!
It’s always an invigorating time of 

year, as the dust settles following 

the holidays. We can start to think 

ahead a little bit, knowing that in 

just a flash, it’ll be spring’s mad rush.
 But because it’s the dead of winter, we can also feel 

especially grateful for where we live: the state of Oregon.
While much of the nation hibernates beneath ice and snow, weathering one storm 

after another, we tend to get a bit luckier. We typically experience more steady rainfall, 
or when it gets a little colder, more “decorative” amounts of the other more burden-
some forms of precipitation. 

With just the right amount of cold weather to give plants their needed hardiness, 
our spring tends to come earlier than in other parts of the country. By the time the 
swelling buds arrive, our plant material is ready for harvest and shipping. 

This issue is the annual Nursery Country issue, and this year it highlights four 
distinct nursery operations in our state. The nurseries that are featured represent just a 
sample of all the unique nursery businesses operating in Oregon. 

This year’s edition includes some great nurseries and the stories behind them. Just 
thinking of friends in the Oregon industry and driving around the state passing one 
nursery after another, I suspect the editors will never run out of nurseries worthy of 
being featured in the Nursery Country issue. There are so many impressive nurseries run 
by great people.

It may sound like I am “humble bragging” a bit. To be sure, I am quite proud of 
our industry and all the people who have dedicated their lives to making it what it is. 
Still, it’s funny how we can take Oregon’s landscape for granted.

Just last fall I was chatting with a running friend — one who does not work in our 
trade — and informed him of shipments to Long Island, New York. He stopped me and 
said, “Wait, what? You ship plants to New York? Why?” 

I informed him that it isn’t exactly uncommon for a wholesale nursery in Oregon to 
ship plants all over the country. 

“Lots of really hardworking people set up shop here over the last century to take 
advantage of the climate and grow high-quality plants for the nation,” I began. “You 
see, we have predictably long growing seasons …” and then launched into a spiel listing 
the state’s many other advantages.

But then I realized that even after a hot and dry summer, we had been blessed with 
a nice, long fall that finished off our plants, as well as it served the Pinot grapes in our 
hills. I realized I was talking to a friend who often runs before sunrise 300 days a year 
and needs gloves for maybe 60 of them. Finally, as we picked up the pace I muttered, 
“It’s just perfect, you know. For the plants and for us.”

So for those of us lucky enough to call Oregon home, let’s be grateful for our won-
derful “nursery country,” and continue the hard work of those who showed us what 
quality and abundance our state can produce. And for those readers from around the 
country: come on out and have a look. You’ll like what you see. 

Here’s to a great 2018! 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
2017–2018 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
 Josh Zielinski Alpha Nursery
 PRESIDENT 5050 Hazelgreen Rd. N.E.
 josh@alphanursery.com Salem, OR 97305-3519
  503-390-1286
  FAX 503-390-2639

 Mike Hiller Kraemer’s Nursery Inc.
 PRESIDENT-ELECT P.O. Box 930

 mike@kniusa.com Mt. Angel, OR 97362
  503-845-2283
  FAX 503-845-6557

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 VICE PRESIDENT 138 NE 22nd Ave.

 simnittnsy@canby.com Canby, OR 97013
  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Kyle Fessler St. Christopher Nursery LLC
 TREASURER 12936 Portland Rd. N.E.

 kyle@stchristophernursery.com Gervais, OR 97026
  503-580-4470
  FAX 503-792-3902

 Mark Bigej Al’s Garden & Home
 PAST PRESIDENT 1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
 mbigej@als-gardencenter.com Woodburn, OR 97071-3616
  503-981-1245
  FAX 503-982-4608

 Josh Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 SECRETARY P.O. Box 100

 josh@robinsonnursery.com Amity, OR 97101
  503-835-4533
  FAX 503-835-3004

 Denece Messenger Decorative Bark Products
 MEMBER AT LARGE P.O. Box 1198
 denecemessenger@comcast.net Tualatin, OR 97062
  503-510-4029
  FAX 503-859-3764

____________

STATE BOARD  
REPRESENTATIVES

 CENTRAL OREGON CHAPTER
 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 gary@landsystemsnursery.com 541-382-7646

 CHRISTMAS TREE CHAPTER
 vacant

 CLACKAMAS CHAPTER
 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery

 afarley@countrysidenursery.com 503-678-0511
 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 amandastaehely@gmail.com 503-810-2598

 EMERALD EMPIRE CHAPTER
 Tamara Clift McKenzie River Nursery
 tamaragreg@msn.com  541-747-2767

 GREENHOUSE CHAPTER
 Andrea Avila-Aragon Smith Gardens

 andrea.avila-aragon@smithgardens.com 503-678-5373
 Mark Leichty Little Prince of Oregon Nursery
 mark@littleprinceoforegon.com   503-678-5687

 MT. HOOD CHAPTER
 Scott Ekstrom Ekstrom Nursery Inc.
 scott_ekstrom@yahoo.com 503-663-4035
 Anthony Kinen Kinen’s Big & Phat  
  Special Plants
 akinen5@gmail.com 503-866-3627

 RETAIL CHAPTER
 Laura Hammond Al's Garden & Home
 lhammond@als-gardencenter.com 503-981-1245

 SUNSET CHAPTER
 Matt Gold Midas Nursery Solutions

 matt.gold@midasnurserysolutions.com 503-628-3059
 Ron Kinney Monrovia

 rkinney@monrovia.com 503-868-7941

 WILLAMETTE CHAPTER
 John Maurer Evergreen Growers Supply
 info@evergreengrowers.com 503-908-1946
 Robert Van Klaveren Van’s Nursery
 vansnursery@aol.com 503-463-4507

Josh Zielinski
OAN PRESIDENT


