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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

A year of
growth
In-depth involvement in the OAN leads
to lessons that will serve for a lifetime
My how the time has flown! I can’t believe I’m writing my
final President’s Message for Digger. What a fun and eventful
year it has been. I want to thank all of our OAN members for
Mark Bigej
allowing me the honor of representing you.
OAN PRESIDENT
My year as president began at the OAN Convention in
Sunriver last November. It was great to see so many familiar faces as we gathered to celebrate
another year in the industry and look ahead to 2017. The social and conversation time with
members was a true pleasure, and something I look forward to again this year.
Our next social event was the OAN Hall of Fame banquet on February 22. We inducted
Glenn and Viola Walters, Bruce Usrey, Ray Klupenger, Dick Joyce and Jack Bigej. It was both
inspiring and humbling to hear what these titans have done for our industry.
This year was also memorable for giving me an in-depth lesson in politics.
In January, the OAN had an Advocacy Training Session for members. We learned about
the legislative process in Oregon and what each of us could do to help further our cause and
protect our industry. The day was capped off with each of us giving practice testimony before
a mock committee, so we would feel comfortable should the need arise.
The practice came in handy, as I soon had the honor of testifying in Salem on behalf of
our industry, side by side with Leigh Geschwill.
On February 14, it was Legislative Day for Members. I joined together with 20 devoted
OAN members as we went down to the State Capitol. Several senators and representatives
heard us discuss the issues most important to our industry.
It was enlightening to see all of the work our association does on the state’s political
front. OAN members, our Executive Director and our lobbyists work hard to protect the
interests of our industry. Despite the impending peril that lurked in proposed legislation this
year, our advocates were able to minimize the impact on our members, and were even able
to get some helpful legislation passed! I will never again take for granted all of the work that
goes on behind the scenes that enables our industry to remain viable.
The same can be said for the work the association does on a national level. On the
OAN’s annual trip to the nation’s capital in May, we met with Senators, Representatives, the
House and Senate agriculture committees and the USDA to share our perspective on issues. It
was evident that even back in Washington, D.C., the OAN is well respected.
As August rolled around, it was once again great to see the familiar and new faces of
our industry at the Farwest Show. The show was a buzz of uplifting energy and conversations. Coupled with the news from the Oregon Department of Agriculture that nursery and
greenhouse products are once again the state’s No. 1 agricultural commodity, there was a
definite feeling that business is heading in the right direction again.
All these great experiences were possible thanks to a conversation I had with Jerry
Simnitt in 2011. As the OAN’s president-elect at the time, he asked me to serve as the
Member at Large on the Executive Committee. I took a chance and said yes.
My in depth involvement in the OAN the last seven years has been an amazing journey.
I have learned more than I ever anticipated. I have been told that the more involved you get,
the more you grow from the experience. It was definitely true for me.
Now it is time for Josh Zielinski to serve as president. Like me, he will be a second-generation president following in his father's footsteps. Josh will bring a lot to his year as president, and I look forward to serving alongside him.
I encourage all of you to step out and get
involved with this great organization! You will
get back more than you can imagine.
DIGGER MAGA Z IN E.COM OC TOB ER 2 01 7

7

