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Take advantage 
of it all
I love this time of the year! Summer  

is in full swing. The days are long,  

the kids are out of school, it hardly ever 

rains and it’s warm out. 
August is one of my favorite months of the year in 

Oregon. Business on the retail end of things really slows 
down, which is bad for the bottom line, but a good opportu-
nity to enjoy the last bit of summer. 

It also makes it the perfect time to send a big group of our “Purple People” 
— what we call our Al’s Garden & Home employees, who dress in purple shirts — to 
the Farwest Show!

The Farwest Show has become a tradition for me. As a kid growing up in the 
industry, I remember going to the show every year with my dad, Jack Bigej. 

It didn’t take too many years to figure out that if I wanted to see the whole floor I 
should try to do that on my own. If I tagged along with Dad, I would wind up stopping 
to talk to people every 20 feet.

I’m convinced, to this day, that Dad has not walked the entire floor in just one day 
— ever! Where else can you go and see so many friends in the industry in one place at 
one time?

In fairness to my dad, these days I do my own fair share of stopping and talking, 
but then, the goal really is to interact with people, not cover the huge floor quickly.

The Farwest Show offers so many things to our business every year. As a company, 
we try to take full advantage of the show. 

Our retail buyers go to talk to vendors and look for new products. Our marketing 
team goes to search out new trends, get new ideas for promotions, and listen to speak-
ers at the seminars. Our visual merchandisers walk the floor for inspiration. 

Our growers look for new plants to grow, search out the latest trends in containers 
and check out the latest in mechanization that can help make our operation more efficient. 

I like taking our store managers through the show so they can see what’s new in the 
industry and get ideas for their stores.

Of course, everyone who goes to the show makes sure they stop by the New 
Varieties Showcase. It’s always exciting to see what’s new that we can offer our custom-
ers — not to mention the fact that most of us are unrepentant plant geeks.

The fact is, I get the opportunity to see many shows throughout the year, whether 
it’s other trade shows like IGC or Cultivate, distributor shows or even hardware shows. 
None are as exciting to me as our own Farwest Show. 

No matter what show I go to, when it comes to plants, there is NO 
COMPARISON to the Farwest Show. The selection and quality of Farwest exhibitors 
and growers is second to none. 

No matter how many times we go to the show, it seems like we always find a 
grower or plant we haven’t seen before. A couple years ago, Dad went to the show only 
to find a treasure of a nursery that we didn’t know existed — and it was only five miles 
from our store! They are an important vendor for us now. 

You just never know what you’re going to find, no matter how many times you 
walk the show floor. The Farwest Show is truly 
“Far From Ordinary.” I encourage you all to 
attend. I’ll be there! 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
 Mark Bigej Al’s Garden & Home
 PRESIDENT 1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
 mbigej@als-gardencenter.com Woodburn, OR 97071-3616
  503-981-1245
  FAX 503-982-4608

 Josh Zielinski Alpha Nursery
 PRESIDENT-ELECT 5050 Hazelgreen Rd. N.E.
 josh@alphanursery.com Salem, OR 97305-3519
  503-390-1286
  FAX 503-390-2639

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 VICE PRESIDENT 138 NE 22nd Ave.

 simnittnsy@canby.com Canby, OR 97013
  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Mike Hiller Kraemer’s Nursery Inc.
 TREASURER P.O. Box 930

 mike@kniusa.com Mt. Angel, OR 97362
  503-845-2283
  FAX 503-845-6557

 Leigh Geschwill F & B Farms & Nursery
 PAST PRESIDENT 10498 Geschwill Lane N.E.
 farmerswife@fandbfarms.com Woodburn, OR 97071-9149
  503-830-1388
  FAX 866-608-3709

 Kyle Fessler St. Christopher Nursery LLC
 SECRETARY 12936 Portland Rd. N.E.

 kyle@stchristophernursery.com Gervais, OR 97026
  503-580-4470
  FAX 503-792-3902

 Wes Bailey Smith Gardens Inc.
 MEMBER AT LARGE 23150 Boones Ferry Road N.E.
 wes.bailey@smithgardens.com Aurora, OR 97002-9461
  503-678-5373
  FAX 503-678-4264

____________

STATE BOARD  
REPRESENTATIVES

 CENTRAL OREGON CHAPTER
 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 gary@landsystemsnursery.com 541-382-7646

 CHRISTMAS TREE CHAPTER
 vacant

 CLACKAMAS CHAPTER
 Tom Brewer The HC Companies, ProCal 

 tbrewer@hc-companies.com 503-686-8448
 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 amandastaehely@gmail.com 503-810-2598

 EMERALD EMPIRE CHAPTER
 Tamara Clift McKenzie River Nursery
 tamaragreg@msn.com  541-747-2767

 GREENHOUSE CHAPTER
 Mark Leichty Little Prince of Oregon Nursery
 mark@littleprinceoforegon.com   503-678-5687
 Andrea Avila-Aragon Smith Gardens

 andrea.avila-aragon@smithgardens.com 503-678-5373

 MT. HOOD CHAPTER
 Anthony Kinen Kinen’s Big & Phat  
  Special Plants
 akinen5@gmail.com 503-866-3627
 Sam Barkley J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.
 samb@jfschmidt.com 503-663-4128

 RETAIL CHAPTER
 Lisa Barnett Silverton Wilco Farm
 lbarnett@wilco.coop 503-873-8318

 SUNSET CHAPTER
 Ron Kinney Monrovia

 rkinney@monrovia.com 503-868-7941
 Clayton Moore Jr. North American Plants Inc.
 orders@naplants.com 503-474-1852

 WILLAMETTE CHAPTER
 John Maurer Evergreen Growers Supply
 info@evergreengrowers.com 503-908-1946
 Robert Van Klaveren Van’s Nursery
 vansnursery@aol.com 503-463-4507

Mark Bigej
OAN PRESIDENT


