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Life on the  
bleeding edge
Time does not stand still — and neither 

should we! Our world is continuously 

growing and changing, and if we stand here 

and watch it happen, our lives will pass us by 

before we have a chance to jump on board. 

My dad taught me from a young age to enjoy the “now” but always keep an eye 
on the future. A business that is sustainable can span many decades — even generations 
— and succeed, but only as long as there’s a willingness to change with consumer needs. 

One of my dad’s favorite sayings, or what we affectionately call a “Jackism” (any-
one who knows Dad knows exactly what I’m talking about), is that “leading edge is 
bleeding edge.” This means that you have to boldly take chances, even though some-
times that path leads to a flop — hence the term, “bleeding edge.” 

I love the quote from Jim Rohn that says, “If you are not willing to risk the unusu-
al, you will have to settle for the ordinary.” 

On February 22 the OAN had the great privilege of honoring six people who have 
left, and continue to leave, their mark on the nursery industry. These people did not 
stand still, but rather led the way by helping our industry forge ahead. 

Ray Klupenger, Bruce Usrey, Jack Bigej, Dick Joyce, and Glen and Viola Walters com-
prised the 2017 class inducted into the Oregon Association of Nurseries Hall of Fame.

As I heard about each of their accomplishments throughout their careers, I was 
both inspired and I have to admit, intimidated. It was intimidating to hear that they 
have all done so much. How were they able to do it all? They faced innumerable chal-
lenges and setbacks, yet had the guts and determination to keep going. 

It was, however, equally inspiring to realize that none of them set out with the  
goal to have such a large impact on the nursery industry. They were all doing what 
needed to be done to move their business forward and help those around them when 
they needed it.

 They each did it one day at a time. There was no one large event that made each 
of them so special, but rather a culmination of several everyday events that enabled 
them to leave such a large mark on the industry they worked in and loved.

These titans of the nursery industry were all willing to share with others, and help 
others learn from their successes and failures. Each of them could look past their own 
immediate needs and realize that if those around them were stronger — competitors or 
not — it made for a stronger industry. 

They all possessed the ability to see the bigger picture. We all owe a great debt  
of gratitude to Ray, Bruce, Dad, Dick, Glen and Viola for everything they have done for 
the industry!

Each one of us has the ability to do just what these six, and many before them, 
have done and leave our mark on our great industry — one day at a time. 

My favorite Jackism is this: “The only way to coast is downhill.”
I, for one, do not want to coast and jeopardize the hard work of those before us. 
No one in our industry is ordinary. We are far from it. I encourage each one of us 

to continue carrying the torch the six new OAN 
Hall of Famers have carried for our industry — 
and keep pressing forward! 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
 Mark Bigej Al’s Garden Centers
 PRESIDENT 1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
 mbigej@als-gardencenter.com Woodburn, OR 97071-3616
  503-981-1245
  FAX 503-982-4608

 Josh Zielinski Alpha Nursery
 PRESIDENT-ELECT 5050 Hazelgreen Rd. N.E.
 josh@alphanursery.com Salem, OR 97305-3519
  503-390-1286
  FAX 503-390-2639

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 VICE PRESIDENT 138 NE 22nd Ave.

 simnittnsy@canby.com Canby, OR 97013
  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Mike Hiller Kraemer’s Nursery Inc.
 TREASURER P.O. Box 930

 mike.hiller@kraemersnursery.com Mt. Angel, OR 97362
  503-845-2283
  FAX 503-845-6557

 Leigh Geschwill F & B Farms & Nursery
 PAST PRESIDENT 10498 Geschwill Lane N.E.
 farmerswife@fandbfarms.com Woodburn, OR 97071-9149
  503-830-1388
  FAX 866-608-3709

 Kyle Fessler St. Christopher Nursery LLC
 SECRETARY 12936 Portland Rd. N.E.

 kyle@stchristophernursery.com Gervais, OR 97026
  503-580-4470
  FAX 503-792-3902

 Wes Bailey Smith Gardens Inc.
 MEMBER AT LARGE 23150 Boones Ferry Road N.E.
 wes.bailey@smithgardens.com Aurora, OR 97002-9461
  503-678-5373
  FAX 503-678-4264

____________

STATE BOARD  
REPRESENTATIVES

 CENTRAL OREGON CHAPTER
 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 gary@landsystemsnursery.com 541-382-7646

 CHRISTMAS TREE CHAPTER
 vacant

 CLACKAMAS CHAPTER
 Tom Brewer The HC Companies, ProCal 

 tbrewer@hc-companies.com 503-686-8448
 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 amandastaehely@gmail.com 503-810-2598

 EMERALD EMPIRE CHAPTER
 Tamara Clift McKenzie River Nursery
 tamaragreg@msn.com  541-747-2767

 GREENHOUSE CHAPTER
 Mark Leichty Little Prince of Oregon Nursery
 mark@littleprinceoforegon.com   503-678-5687
 Andrea Avila-Aragon Smith Gardens

 andrea.avila-aragon@smithgardens.com 503-678-5373

 MT. HOOD CHAPTER
 Anthony Kinen Kinen’s Big & Phat  
  Special Plants
 akinen5@gmail.com 503-866-3627
 Sam Barkley J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.
 samb@jfschmidt.com 503-663-4128

 RETAIL CHAPTER
 Lisa Barnett Silverton Wilco Farm
 lbarnett@wilco.coop 503-873-8318

 SUNSET CHAPTER
 Ron Kinney Monrovia

 rkinney@monrovia.com 503-868-7941
 Clayton Moore Jr. North American Plants Inc.
 orders@naplants.com 503-474-1852

 WILLAMETTE CHAPTER
 John Maurer Evergreen Growers Supply
 info@evergreengrowers.com 503-908-1946
 Robert Van Klaveren Van’s Nursery
 vansnursery@aol.com 503-463-4507

Mark Bigej
OAN PRESIDENT


