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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
 Mark Bigej Al’s Garden Centers
 PRESIDENT 1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
 mbigej@als-gardencenter.com Woodburn, OR 97071-3616
  503-981-1245
  FAX 503-982-4608

 Josh Zielinski Alpha Nursery
 PRESIDENT-ELECT 5050 Hazelgreen Rd. N.E.
 josh@alphanursery.com Salem, OR 97305-3519
  503-390-1286
  FAX 503-390-2639

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 VICE PRESIDENT 138 NE 22nd Ave.

 simnittnsy@canby.com Canby, OR 97013
  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Mike Hiller Kraemer’s Nursery Inc.
 TREASURER P.O. Box 930

 mike.hiller@kraemersnursery.com Mt. Angel, OR 97362
  503-845-2283
  FAX 503-845-6557

 Leigh Geschwill F & B Farms & Nursery
 PAST PRESIDENT 10498 Geschwill Lane N.E.
 farmerswife@fandbfarms.com Woodburn, OR 97071-9149
  503-830-1388
  FAX 866-608-3709

 Kyle Fessler St. Christopher Nursery LLC
 SECRETARY 12936 Portland Rd. N.E.

 kyle@stchristophernursery.com Gervais, OR 97026
  503-580-4470
  FAX 503-792-3902

 Wes Bailey Smith Gardens Inc.
 MEMBER AT LARGE 23150 Boones Ferry Road N.E.
 wes.bailey@smithgardens.com Aurora, OR 97002-9461
  503-678-5373
  FAX 503-678-4264

____________

STATE BOARD  
REPRESENTATIVES

 CENTRAL OREGON CHAPTER
 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 gary@landsystemsnursery.com 541-382-7646

 CHRISTMAS TREE CHAPTER
 vacant

 CLACKAMAS CHAPTER
 Tom Brewer The HC Companies, ProCal 

 tbrewer@hc-companies.com 503-686-8448
 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 amandastaehely@gmail.com 503-810-2598

 EMERALD EMPIRE CHAPTER
 Tamara Clift McKenzie River Nursery
 tamaragreg@msn.com  541-747-2767

 GREENHOUSE CHAPTER
 Mark Leichty Little Prince of Oregon Nursery
 mark@littleprinceoforegon.com   503-678-5687
 Andrea Avila-Aragon Smith Gardens

 andrea.avila-aragon@smithgardens.com 503-678-5373

 MT. HOOD CHAPTER
 Anthony Kinen Kinen’s Big & Phat  
  Special Plants
 akinen5@gmail.com 503-866-3627
 Sam Barkley J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.
 samb@jfschmidt.com 503-663-4128

 RETAIL CHAPTER
 Lisa Barnett Sebright Gardens
 lbcountrychick@yahoo.com 503-509-8755

 SUNSET CHAPTER
 Ron Kinney Monrovia

 rkinney@monrovia.com 503-868-7941
 Clayton Moore Jr. North American Plants Inc.
 orders@naplants.com 503-474-1852

 WILLAMETTE CHAPTER
 John Maurer Evergreen Growers Supply
 info@evergreengrowers.com 503-908-1946
 Robert Van Klaveren Van’s Nursery
 vansnursery@aol.com 503-463-4507

Mark Bigej
OAN PRESIDENT

Thankful  
for blessings
This time of year always reminds me to 

be thankful for all of the people who have 

influenced and blessed my life. Many of the 

people who come to mind are a part of the OAN. 

My dad and I were out visiting local growers recently. As we were driving around 
some gorgeous Willamette Valley nurseries, we commented how genuine and “salt of 
the earth” people are in the nursery industry. It makes our work a lot more fun. We 
couldn’t imagine making a living in any other industry.

Whether they are local growers, garden centers, or the industry as a whole across 
the nation, we are truly blessed with people who are passionate about what they do. 
Many have given their blood, sweat and tears to make their businesses — and our 
industry — successful. 

As busy as they are, they are also willing to give their time and attention to others 
and the community as a whole. The friendships and bonds that have formed are undeni-
able. I was once again reminded of this at our annual Convention, where I caught up 
with old friends, met members I hadn’t known before, and gained much-needed wisdom 
and insight from others.

The OAN has been a big part of bringing people together, and the relationships can 
be likened to those of a family. We are better together and our influence can reach far-
ther when we combine our skills, knowledge and products. This, however, only happens 
when people become involved and engaged. 

New Year’s resolutions are just around the corner. I urge all of you to make a reso-
lution of getting more involved this year. Find an OAN chapter, committee or issue you 
are passionate about and dig in! 

The OAN has a wide variety of ways to get involved, from the revitalization of 
chapters to government relations, education, research and communication. You can even 
be involved with the Farwest Show, the Convention or the Oregon Nursery Foundation 
scholarships. If you have a passion for an area or talents you would like to share, we 
have a place for you! 

People will tell you that the more involved you are, the more you learn and get 
back. I’m finding this to be absolutely true for me. I am continually amazed at how 
much my experience with the OAN has taught me and helped our business. 

If you wish to become more involved, simply go to the OAN website at  
www.oan.org, and click on “About the OAN” then select “Committees.” There’s  
an easy sign-up form where you can tell the OAN about the ways you are interested  
in volunteering. Do you have a good idea for an OAN membership offering? Get 
involved with the Products and Services Committee. Want to affect policy that impacts 
your business? Government Relations may be for you! You can also call the office at 
503-682-5089 or 1-888-283-7219 for more information.

As I look out my window at Oregon’s winter days, I constantly remind myself that 
no matter what the weather looks like now, spring will be here before I know it. Until 
then, I’m going to enjoy the Christmas season and then look forward to the New Year 
and all that 2017 will bring for our industry. 

I know that there will be challenges, but we 
can accomplish anything together and the results 
will be rewarding for all.

Merry Christmas and New Year blessings! 


