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EVERY DAY, nurseries face a basic 
reality: plants need water. They 
require it not just to grow, but  

simply to survive. 
By reputation, one might think 

Oregon — particularly the state’s wetter 
western half, where most nursery produc-
tion is situated — has plenty of water 
to meet the needs of its nearly $1 billion 
nursery industry. 

But with recent droughts, the threat 
of climate change, and the increased 
demands from multiple users, growers 
can’t afford to take water availability for 
granted now or in the future.

“The fact remains in summer into  
late fall, we’re one of the driest regions 
of the country,” said Jeff Stone, executive 
director of the Oregon Association  
of Nurseries.

This is the Water Issue of Digger 
magazine. Oregon nurseries face a variety 
of water-related challenges: 

1. Water supplies — Page 18
To draw water, one must have a 

water right. That’s no guarantee water 
won’t run out later in the season for 
physical or legal reasons. The nursery 
industry is working with other water 
users to help everyone get more out of 
the existing supply through conservation, 
storage projects and water law reforms.

2. Water rights — Page 20
Water rights come with a priority date 

and other stipulations. Growers are well 

advised to know how to perfect and protect 
a water right once it is secured, and defend 
it if need be against potential challenges. 

3. Water conservation — Page 22
When water is limited, what options 

exist for obtaining more? Conservation 
is one. A drop saved is a drop earned; so 
is a drop recaptured, treated and reused. 
Nursery owners looking to conserve have 
many methods at their disposal, many of 
which will save energy too. (An alterna-
tive to irrigation is dryland farming — see 
Page 25.)

4. Water quality — Page 26
An effective treatment program yields 

additional water for reuse, but that’s 
not the only benefit. Such programs also 
prevent pollution, thereby protecting the 
industry as a whole against the specter of 
adverse regulation, but growers must fol-
low certain guidelines for nursery pond 
creation, operation and maintenance.

5. Water-wise plants — Page 28
An increasing number of consumers 

wish to care for the environment in vari-
ous ways. One is to conserve water by 
planting water-wise plants. Experts have 
several favorites.

We hope you find the Water Issue of 
Digger magazine to be helpful. It is part 
of a series of special issues addressing 
major challenges the industry is facing. 
We started this past May with the Labor 

Issue, and will continue next May with the 
Future Issue and next November with our 
Transportation Issue. 

We hope to provide information to 
help growers succeed in a changing envi-
ronment. We look forward to your ongo-
ing feedback.

—The staff of Digger magazine

Contributors to the Water Issue
The Water Issue was a special project 

of Digger magazine. Feedback should be 
directed to Curt Kipp, editor of Digger and 
director of publications and communica-
tions at the Oregon Association of Nurseries. 
He can be reached at ckipp@oan.org or 
503-582-2008.

Steve Shropshire is a shareholder 
at Jordan Ramis PC, a law firm with 
offices in Portland and Bend, Oregon, and 
Vancouver, Washington. He can be reached 
at Steve.Shropshire@jordanramis.com or 
503-598-5583.

Tracy Ilene Miller is a freelance  
writer and editor who covers several  
topics, including gardening and the  
nursery industry. She can be reached at 
tracyilenemiller@gmail.com.

Michael Powers is a water quality 
lead policy specialist with the Oregon 
Department of Agriculture. He can be 
reached at mpowers@oda.state.or.us or 
503-986-4761.

Kym Pokorny is a freelance writer 
specializing in gardening and the  
nursery industry. She can be reached  
at madrona29@yahoo.com.
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