
7DIGGERMAGAZINE.COM  OCTOBER 2016

The final 
countdown

Here it is: my last Digger column!
This year has gone by more quickly than I could have 

imagined it would. My best friend once told me that every 
year up until you are 21 just drags on, but after that, the rest 
fly by. The same is true for a president’s one-year term of office 
at the Oregon Association of Nurseries. It seems like it takes 
forever to get here — and then it is over.

This year has been a full one. A vast majority of the time 
has been spent in the Government Relations realm. A plethora of activity at the state, federal 
and departmental levels has kept us busy.

Labor is one ongoing issue that your association is working on. In the state legislature, 
you can expect to hear more talk about how the minimum wage is being implemented, and 
further wage and hour regulations that are likely to be proposed. The battle at the ballot box 
continues on as well, with new measures proposed each year.

At the federal level, we continue to talk about immigration reform. In early August, we 
stood up together with a diverse group of people to call for federal action on this issue. They 
included Oregon House Speaker Tina Kotek, ag organizations and groups representing labor, 
education and the faith community. 

With the higher cost to employ and the lack of immigrant workers, our labor shortage is 
worsening. It’s negatively impacting our economic growth now, and unless something’s done, 
nothing will improve in that regard.

Another key issue is the health of the Oregon Department of Agriculture’s Nursery 
Program. The Nursery Advisory Board and our association are working with ODA to 
help institute ongoing strategies for continued excellence in service and partnership with our 
industry. Like many of our state agencies, ODA must deal with the rising cost of the Public 
Employee Retirement System while still providing needed services to nurseries and agriculture. 
In addition, it’s critically important to ensure that the department has smooth and efficient 
operations. Fortunately, we have a good working relationship with ODA. That helps ensure 
that our products enjoy consumer confidence, as well as timely and predictable market access.

The last issue I will mention is water. Although 2016 was a much better year than 2015 
in terms of drought, the increasing demand on our state’s water supplies is affecting our abil-
ity to grow plants and our businesses. We need water supplies that are both plentiful and 
clean. That requires us to work on both supply and storage projects, as well as environmental 
ones. The federal government is starting to really address the water issue, and we want to be 
at the table to ensure that the answer is holistic and considers all users and needs.

On the association level, the Executive Committee and the Board continue to work on 
the health of our own organization. We have revamped the committee structure to more 
accurately reflect the activities and interests of our members. 

Going forward, we look to take that work to the Board and Chapter levels. There is a 
commitment to making the association valuable and relevant to you, our members.

Entering my last month in office — my “lame duck” month — I can see that others are 
ready to move up and take on new responsibilities. We are fortunate to have a great group of 
leaders on the Executive Committee who are ready and able to roll up their sleeves and keep 
your association on the forefront of the nursery industry.

Our incoming president, Mark Bigej, will do a fantastic job as the face and voice for our 
association. His blend of consumer and grower experiences gives him a unique perspective. 
Best of luck to him for a successful year!

I will close by saying thank you for your support this year! It was an honor to be your 
president. Our association has an excellent reputation among our industry, 
within our state and nation. You should be proud to be a part of it — I 
know I am! 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
2015-2016 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
 Leigh Geschwill F & B Farms & Nursery
 PRESIDENT 10498 Geschwill Lane N.E.
 farmerswife@fandbfarms.com Woodburn, OR 97071-9149
  503-830-1388
  FAX 866-608-3709

 Mark Bigej Al’s Garden Centers
 PRESIDENT-ELECT 1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
 mbigej@als-gardencenter.com Woodburn, OR 97071-3616
  503-981-1245
  FAX 503-982-4608

 Josh Zielinski Alpha Nursery
 VICE PRESIDENT 5050 Hazelgreen Rd. N.E.
 josh@alphanursery.com Salem, OR 97305-3519
  503-390-1286
  FAX 503-390-2639

 Mike Hiller Kraemer’s Nursery Inc.
 TREASURER P.O. Box 930

 mike.hiller@kraemersnursery.com Mt. Angel, OR 97362
  503-845-2283
  FAX 503-845-6557

 Mike Coleman Arrowhead Ornamentals Inc.
 PAST PRESIDENT P.O. Box 157
 mctreegrower@gmail.com Hubbard, OR 97032
  503-651-2040
  FAX 503-651-2042

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 SECRETARY 138 NE 22nd Ave.

 simnittnsy@canby.com Canby, OR 97013
  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Walter Suttle Monrovia Growers
 MEMBER AT LARGE 13455 SE Lafayette Hwy.
 wsuttle@monrovia.com Dayton, OR 97114-8441
  503-868-7941
  FAX 503-868-7352

____________

STATE BOARD  
REPRESENTATIVES

 CENTRAL OREGON CHAPTER
 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 gary@landsystemsnursery.com 541-382-7646

 CHRISTMAS TREE CHAPTER
 vacant

 CLACKAMAS CHAPTER
 Tom Brewer The HC Companies, ProCal 

 tbrewer@hc-companies.com 503-686-8448
 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 amandastaehely@gmail.com 503-810-2598

 EMERALD EMPIRE CHAPTER
 Tamara Clift McKenzie River Nursery
 tamaragreg@msn.com  541-747-2767

 GREENHOUSE CHAPTER
 Mark Leichty Little Prince of Oregon Nursery
 mark@littleprinceoforegon.com   503-678-5687

 MT. HOOD CHAPTER
 Scott Ekstrom Ekstrom Nursery Inc.
 ekstrom.nsy@frontier.com  503-663-4035
 Anthony Kinen Kinen’s Big & Phat  
  Special Plants
 akinen5@gmail.com 503-866-3627

 RETAIL CHAPTER
 Sara Ori Portland Nursery
 sarao@portlandnursery.com 503-231-5050
 Lisa Barnett Sebright Gardens
 lbcountrychick@yahoo.com 503-509-8755

 SUNSET CHAPTER
 Ron Kinney Monrovia

 rkinney@monrovia.com 503-868-7941
 Clayton Moore Jr. North American Plants Inc.
 orders@naplants.com 503-474-1852

 WILLAMETTE CHAPTER
 Kyle Fessler St. Christopher Nursery LLC

 kyle@stchristophernursery.com 503-580-4470
 John Maurer Evergreen Growers Supply
 info@evergreengrowers.com 503-908-1946

Leigh Geschwill
OAN PRESIDENT


