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A Farwest  
Show baby
It’s August. And for Oregon growers 

and their customers, that means it’s time 

for the Farwest Show!

My first Farwest Show was not spent in a booth, but 
out on the show floor. I had signed up for the committee and 
was assigned to working on the display gardens. Translated, 
that meant hours of moving pavers, shoveling bark dust and hauling ice. 

Despite the backbreaking work, the committee was a great place to connect with 
fellow growers and suppliers and create lifelong friendships in this industry. 

After I spent a year or so on the committee, our company (F & B Farms and 
Nursery) entered the show in 2003 with our first booth. Our marketing materials were 
pretty basic and we just packed the booth with plants and color. Despite the simplicity, 
it worked out and our first show was successful. 

At that time, I also earned my Green Coat as a committee member, and did my 
time walking the show floor. 

We laugh about those Green Coats today. They’re artifacts of a different fashion 
era. I think we should take an EPA permit out and have a big bonfire to burn them! 

Fortunately, after too many years of service, those coats have been replaced. 
Committee members will now wear a more stylish (and less brutally warm) grey vest. 

But no matter what we’re wearing, our message as committee members is the same: 
we are here to welcome people to Oregon, help folks on the show floor, and make sure 
they have a good time.

Over the years, our booth developed along with our flyers, catalogs and handouts. 
We moved up to a better corner location and really hit our stride. Our business was 
rapidly expanding, and the industry was exploding with new varieties, including our 
beloved Calibrachoa.

Then came baby!
As anything goes when you are trying to plan the perfect time to have a child, par-

ticularly in horticulture or agriculture, something is bound to go off schedule. In August 
of 2005, my daughter Alex was born. I had staff all set to cover the booth, which was 
fortuitous as I went into labor on Saturday. Sunday morning we were blessed to dis-
cover that we were parents of a baby girl.

We exited the show after 2007. The combination of having a toddler, growing staff 
levels and a tough economy forced us to make choices about time and money, and really 
focus on the core of our greenhouse operation. We still made time to attend the show, 
and send our employees to seminars to improve their knowledge. I still worked on the 
committee and volunteered from time to time when I could as well.

Two years ago, I could see that the show was shaking off its old look and feel and 
emerging into a new modern age. Events like the Pub Crawl gave the show a new, hip 
vibe. Last year we took the plunge and dove back into the show. We are glad we did.

The show is still made up of great Oregon growers showcasing our world-class 
quality, but a new generation of nursery professionals is stepping to the forefront. The 
Farwest Show gives us, as exhibitors, the tools and apps to interact with the attendees 
— who end up being our customers — with a new vigor.

For us personally, it is still a stretch to put in the man-hours to pull off the show 
and cover the workload at home. In fact, it is kind of like having a new-
born baby — somehow, you just get it done. And as with a new child, 
the joys and rewards are immeasurable. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
 Leigh Geschwill F & B Farms & Nursery
 PRESIDENT 10498 Geschwill Lane N.E.
 farmerswife@fandbfarms.com Woodburn, OR 97071-9149
  503-830-1388
  FAX 866-608-3709

 Mark Bigej Al’s Garden Centers
 PRESIDENT-ELECT 1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
 mbigej@als-gardencenter.com Woodburn, OR 97071-3616
  503-981-1245
  FAX 503-982-4608

 Josh Zielinski Alpha Nursery
 VICE PRESIDENT 5050 Hazelgreen Rd. N.E.
 josh@alphanursery.com Salem, OR 97305-3519
  503-390-1286
  FAX 503-390-2639

 Mike Hiller Kraemer’s Nursery Inc.
 TREASURER P.O. Box 930

 mike.hiller@kraemersnursery.com Mt. Angel, OR 97362
  503-845-2283
  FAX 503-845-6557

 Mike Coleman Arrowhead Ornamentals Inc.
 PAST PRESIDENT P.O. Box 157
 mctreegrower@gmail.com Hubbard, OR 97032
  503-651-2040
  FAX 503-651-2042

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 SECRETARY 138 NE 22nd Ave.

 simnittnsy@canby.com Canby, OR 97013
  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Walter Suttle Monrovia Growers
 MEMBER AT LARGE 13455 SE Lafayette Hwy.
 wsuttle@monrovia.com Dayton, OR 97114-8441
  503-868-7941
  FAX 503-868-7352

____________

STATE BOARD  
REPRESENTATIVES

 CENTRAL OREGON CHAPTER
 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 gary@landsystemsnursery.com 541-382-7646

 CHRISTMAS TREE CHAPTER
 vacant

 CLACKAMAS CHAPTER
 Tom Brewer The HC Companies, ProCal 

 tbrewer@hc-companies.com 503-686-8448
 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 amandastaehely@gmail.com 503-810-2598

 EMERALD EMPIRE CHAPTER
 Tamara Clift McKenzie River Nursery
 tamaragreg@msn.com  541-747-2767

 GREENHOUSE CHAPTER
 Mark Leichty Little Prince of Oregon Nursery
 mark@littleprinceoforegon.com   503-678-5687

 MT. HOOD CHAPTER
 Scott Ekstrom Ekstrom Nursery Inc.
 ekstrom.nsy@frontier.com  503-663-4035
 Anthony Kinen Kinen’s Big & Phat  
  Special Plants
 akinen5@gmail.com 503-866-3627

 RETAIL CHAPTER
 Sara Ori Portland Nursery
 sarao@portlandnursery.com 503-231-5050
 Lisa Barnett Sebright Gardens
 lbcountrychick@yahoo.com 503-509-8755

 SUNSET CHAPTER
 Ron Kinney Monrovia

 rkinney@monrovia.com 503-868-7941
 Clayton Moore Jr. North American Plants Inc.
 orders@naplants.com 503-474-1852

 WILLAMETTE CHAPTER
 Kyle Fessler St. Christopher Nursery LLC

 kyle@stchristophernursery.com 503-580-4470
 John Maurer Evergreen Growers Supply
 info@evergreengrowers.com 503-908-1946

Leigh Geschwill
OAN PRESIDENT


