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Welcome to 
Nursery Country
The New Year brings a new season of 

winter trade shows. It’s a time for OAN 

members to go out and “spread the good 

news” about the selection, quality and 

customer service that make Oregon nursery 

products some of the best in the nation. 
But what inspires us to grow these great products? As it turns out, our history goes 

all the way back to the days of the Oregon Trail. In 1847, Alfred Luelling and William 
Meek brought tree selections with them over the rugged plains to start their nursery here 
in the Willamette Valley. More nurseries soon followed suit, with the addition of fruit 
trees and ornamental shrubs. These original Oregon nurserymen saw the rich soil and 
plentiful water in the Willamette Valley and surely believed they were in heaven. 

Oregonians of today would agree. Our outdoor spaces are majestic — tall trees, sweep-
ing canyons, breathtaking scenery. I, myself, am blessed to live on a farm and nursery where 
I can watch the sun rise over the Cascade Mountains (including Mt. Hood) and set over 
the Coast Range. Being surrounded by this diverse and beautiful environment inspires us to 
grow a wide range of plant material. 

Oregon gardeners are likewise inspired by it. They demand that we give them more 
— more color selections, more types, more sizes to fit their landscapes. 

But what good is all that plant material if it does not have quality attached to it?
We can attain that quality thanks in part to a supportive environment. It goes all 

the way back to the 1880s, when Oregon Agricultural College (today Oregon State 
University) saw the blossoming nursery industry and introduced horticulture as a field of 
study. They built their first research greenhouse in 1890. All of this educational activity 
and interest in research, coupled with increasing business activity, helped see us to our first 
organization of nurserymen in the state, the Oregon Nurserymen’s Association, in 1893. 
Over time things evolved and our modern OAN was founded in 1933. 

One of the association’s early activities was to form the Nursery Advisory Board to 
communicate with the Oregon Department of Agriculture. We continue to work with ODA 
very closely. They conduct nursery inspections; actively help identify new pest, disease and 
invasive species issues; and work with us to create and implement best management practic-
es for our growers. Meanwhile, OSU researchers continue to work on varietal improvements 
and innovations, growing techniques and natural resource management strategies. 

In Oregon, our shared goal is to have sustainably produced green goods that will 
perform in the ground for years to come. It is not enough to just grow a plant — we want 
to grow it well and have the ability to stand behind our claims. And that’s why the final 
factor in Oregon’s nursery success is the people. 

Oregonians are known for being independent minded, even quirky. Most of our ances-
tors left their original homeland, then left the safety of the Eastern U.S. to travel out into the 
wild unknown. Our independence shows with our forward thinking. We were the first state 
to introduce a bottle refund bill to keep trash out of our natural environment, and we allow 
our citizens to directly engage in the political process through our ballot initiatives. 

We’re also like that on a personal level. We mix and mingle with friends and strang-
ers, neighbors and visitors. We love to share good food and drink with those around us. 
You’ll always find a spot to sit at our tables. Our political spectrum in the state runs the 
entire gamut. We believe in treating people well no matter who they are.

Those of you lucky enough to visit Oregon know what I am talking 
about. For the rest of you — our plants will have to tell our story. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
 Leigh Geschwill F & B Farms & Nursery
 PRESIDENT 10498 Geschwill Lane N.E.
 farmerswife@fandbfarms.com Woodburn, OR 97071-9149
  503-830-1388
  FAX 866-608-3709

 Mark Bigej Al’s Garden Centers
 PRESIDENT-ELECT 1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
 mbigej@als-gardencenter.com Woodburn, OR 97071-3616
  503-981-1245
  FAX 503-982-4608

 Josh Zielinski Alpha Nursery
 VICE PRESIDENT 5050 Hazelgreen Rd. N.E.
 josh@alphanursery.com Salem, OR 97305-3519
  503-390-1286
  FAX 503-390-2639

 Mike Hiller Kraemer’s Nursery Inc.
 TREASURER P.O. Box 930

 mike.hiller@kraemersnursery.com Mt. Angel, OR 97362
  503-845-2283
  FAX 503-845-6557

 Mike Coleman Arrowhead Ornamentals Inc.
 PAST PRESIDENT P.O. Box 157
 mctreegrower@gmail.com Hubbard, OR 97032
  503-651-2040
  FAX 503-651-2042

 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 SECRETARY 138 NE 22nd Ave.

 simnittnsy@canby.com Canby, OR 97013
  503-266-9640
  FAX 503-263-6330

 Walter Suttle Monrovia Growers
 MEMBER AT LARGE 13455 SE Lafayette Hwy.
 wsuttle@monrovia.com Dayton, OR 97114-8441
  503-868-7941
  FAX 503-868-7352

____________

STATE BOARD  
REPRESENTATIVES

 CENTRAL OREGON CHAPTER
 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 gary@landsystemsnursery.com 541-382-7646

 CHRISTMAS TREE CHAPTER
 vacant

 CLACKAMAS CHAPTER
 Tom Brewer Myers Industries  
  Lawn & Garden Group

 tbrewer@myerslawnandgarden.com 503-686-8448
 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 amanda@columbia-nursery.com 503-810-2598

 EMERALD EMPIRE CHAPTER
 Tamara Clift McKenzie River Nursery
 tamaragreg@msn.com  541-747-2767

 GREENHOUSE CHAPTER
 Mark Leichty Little Prince of Oregon Nursery
 mark@littleprinceoforegon.com   503-678-5687

 MT. HOOD CHAPTER
 Scott Ekstrom Ekstrom Nursery Inc.
 ekstrom.nsy@frontier.com  503-663-4035
 Anthony Kinen Kinen’s Big & Phat  
  Special Plants
 akinen5@gmail.com 503-866-3627

 RETAIL CHAPTER
 Sara Ori Portland Nursery
 sarao@portlandnursery.com 503-231-5050
 Lisa Barnett Sebright Gardens
 lbcountrychick@yahoo.com 503-509-8755

 SUNSET CHAPTER
 Ron Kinney Monrovia

 rkinney@monrovia.com 503-868-7941
 Clayton Moore Jr. North American Plants Inc.
 orders@naplants.com 503-474-1852

 WILLAMETTE CHAPTER
 Kyle Fessler St. Christopher Nursery LLC

 kyle@stchristophernursery.com 503-580-4470
 John Maurer Evergreen Growers Supply
 info@evergreengrowers.com 503-908-1946

Leigh Geschwill
OAN PRESIDENT


