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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Mike Coleman

Arrowhead Ornamentals Inc.
P.O. Box 157
mctreegrower@gmail.com
Hubbard, OR 97032
		503-651-2040
		
FAX 503-651-2042
PRESIDENT

Leigh Geschwill

F & B Farms & Nursery
10498 Geschwill Lane N.E.
farmerswife@fandbfarms.com
Woodburn, OR 97071-9149
		503-830-1388
		
FAX 866-608-3709
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PRESIDENT-ELECT

Josh Zielinski
Alpha Nursery
VICE PRESIDENT
5050 Hazelgreen Rd. N.E.
josh@alphanursery.com
Salem, OR 97305-3519
		503-390-1286
		
FAX 503-390-2639
Mark Bigej

Al’s Garden Centers
1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
mbigej@als-gardencenter.com
Woodburn, OR 97071-3616
		503-981-1245
		
FAX 503-982-4608
TREASURER

Matt Gold

Gold Hill Nursery /
Midas Nursery Solutions
matt.gold@goldhillnursery.com
11715 S.W. Hillsboro Hwy.
		 Hillsboro, OR 97123
		503-628-1118
		
FAX 503-628-2257
PAST PRESIDENT

Mike Hiller
Kraemer’s Nursery Inc.
SECRETARY
P.O. Box 930
mike.hiller@kraemersnursery.com
Mt. Angel, OR 97362
		503-845-2283
		
FAX 503-845-6557
Jim Gilbert

Northwoods Nursery
28696 S. Cramer Rd.
sales@northwoodsnursery.com
Molalla, OR 97038-8576
		503-651-3737
		
FAX 503-651-3882
MEMBER AT LARGE

____________
STATE BOARD REPRESENTATIVES
CENTRAL OREGON CHAPTER
Gary S. English
gary@landsystemsnursery.com

Landsystems Nursery
541-382-7646

CHRISTMAS TREE CHAPTER
vacant
CLACKAMAS CHAPTER
Tom Brewer
		
tbrewer@myerslawnandgarden.com
Jim Simnitt
simnittnsy@canby.com
EMERALD EMPIRE CHAPTER
Tamara Clift
tamaragreg@msn.com
GREENHOUSE CHAPTER
Dan Inglish
daninglish@q.com
Dawn Hummel
beedazzledgardens@yahoo.com
MT. HOOD CHAPTER
Anthony Kinen
		
akinen5@gmail.com
Scott Ekstrom
ekstrom.nsy@frontier.com
RETAIL CHAPTER
Sara Ori
sarao@portlandnursery.com
Lisa Barnett
lbcountrychick@yahoo.com
SUNSET CHAPTER
Ron Kinney
rkinney@monrovia.com
Clayton Moore Jr.
orders@naplants.com
WILLAMETTE CHAPTER
Kyle Fessler
kyle@stchristophernursery.com
Val Tancredi
valjtan@gmail.com

Myers Industries
Lawn & Garden Group
503-686-8448
Simnitt Nursery
503-266-9640
McKenzie River Nursery
541-747-2767

503-363-5227
Beedazzled Gardens & Design
503-784-0691
Kinen’s Big & Phat
Special Plants
503-866-3627
Ekstrom Nursery Inc.
503-663-4035
Portland Nursery
503-231-5050
Sebright Gardens
503-509-8755
Monrovia
503-868-7941
North American Plants Inc.
503-474-1852
St. Christopher Nursery LLC
503-580-4470
503-585-1765

flows for aquatic species.
As our hot, dry summer comes to a
On our own nurseries, we can help
close, I know that water supply is on all
with water supply in cooperation with
our members’ minds. The extreme temthe Oregon Water Resources Department
peratures and the lack of precipitation
(OWRD). New wells can be developed.
have me contemplating all the improvements I need to make in my water supply Surface storage can be improved and
expanded to increase the amount of
systems. I’m strategizing as to how I can
water available for plant production.
conserve and use water more efficiently.
With aquifer storage and recovery,
The problem is that when the rains
excess water in the high flow months can
start again, water concerns seem to fade
into the distant recesses of my head. They be stored underground until needed later
on. These processes are restricted to areas
are forgotten until the problem of insufwhere the geology is conducive, but the
ficient water resurfaces.
idea is worth exploring further.
At this writing, Gov. Kate Brown has
The nursery industry provides
issued drought declarations for 23 of the
immense benefits to Oregon and
36 counties in Oregon. According to the
Oregonians, in terms of
federal government, all 36 are
both economic output and
in drought status.
employment, but we need
Oregon nurseries lead
sufficient water for those
the way in water conservabenefits to continue. The
tion and water recycling, but
OWRD has been our partthese practices alone cannot
ner in this area, and we
solve our water issue. We
need to continue to work
need to increase our water
together to address our
supply while continuing to
water needs.
implement best practices for
The OAN offers its
water use.
members, in cooperation
Water storage infrastrucBy Mike Coleman
with Jordan Ramis PC, 30
ture needs to be part of the
OAN PRESIDENT
minutes of legal consultadiscussion, both on private
lands for our own operations and in the tion per month. Attorney Steve Shropshire,
public domain for all users. I operate in counsel for the OAN, is one of the foremost water experts in Oregon and can
the Willamette Basin, which can store
help members navigate the complex legal
1.6 million acre-feet of water for sumissues involving water and its use.
mer use.
This summer has been a wakeup call
The last reservoir was constructed
for Oregon water users. The last drought
in 1969, when the population in Oregon
of comparable significance happened in
was 2 million. The population has
1992. That was 23 years ago. Some agriincreased to an estimated 3.9 million in
cultural users have had to deal with being
2015. That is nearly twice the number of
cut off from water sources before their
water users, yet the storage — at least in
crops were harvested, resulting in signifithe Willamette Basin — has not expandcant financial hardship.
ed in 46 years.
We all can’t wait for the rain to
The OAN led the fight in the
return. It will, but let’s not let it wash
Oregon Legislature to secure funding for
away our level of concern over future
water storage projects. House bills 5005
water supplies. That issue isn’t going
and 5030 passed during the last legislaaway. The current drought has made it
tive session and will provide $50 million
abundantly clear.
for water storage development projects.
These storage projects will benefit not
only agricultural users, but also municipal, industrial and recreational users.
They also will help supplement river
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