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Washington then and now
 On May 18 of this year, I joined 

OAN Executive Director Jeff Stone and 
OAN Government Relations Committee 
Chairman Josh Zielinski on a trip to 
Washington, D.C. We visited with the 
Oregon congressional delegation, officials 
with various congressional committees, 
and Department of Agriculture personnel. 

The OAN has cultivated relation-
ships with these folks over the years. 
The annual trip to D.C. is designed to 
enhance those relationships and ensure 
that the OAN continues to be an impor-
tant voice in the offices of our elected 
representatives and with the federal 
agency that deals with horti-
cultural issues. 

Rather than showing up 
with our hand out, we offer 
to partner with legislators 
and their staff, providing 
insight and education on 
issues such as pests and dis-
eases, trade, labor, immigra-
tion and taxes. Most of the 
feedback we received was 
positive on the issues, with 
the exception of immigra-
tion. That issue has become 
quite toxic on both sides of the aisle 
and probably will not be addressed in 
the near term. 

I think we accomplished what we set 
out to do: making sure our voice is heard. 

While there, I couldn’t help but 
compare Washington today to my last 
visit nearly 30 years ago. The big-
gest change I noticed was in scale. 
Washington has grown. The business of 
government today needs a lot of infra-
structure and people. All the activity 
there made my head spin. 

I also observed that some of the 
people involved in the government are 
not cognizant of the world outside the 
“beltway” and believe that the center 
of the universe is Washington, D.C. Do 
you remember that recession we had 
starting in 2008 — the one that we 
are still slogging our way out of? One 
Washington insider mentioned that most 
in Washington didn’t know it happened, 

with all the stimulus money flowing 
around town. It seems that our govern-
ment, regardless of party affiliation,  
has become a bit disconnected with  
its citizens.

During my first visit to Washington, 
the federal government was spend-
ing $1.5 trillion annually. In 2015, the 
federal government is expected to 
spend $3.9 trillion. That’s a 153 percent 
increase in the size of the budget.

Over the years, the federal govern-
ment has continued to consume about 
21 percent of the U.S. gross domestic 
product. That’s 21 cents out of every 

dollar of the total goods 
and services produced in 
the country. The ques-
tion is, is that money 
being spent as wisely as 
it would be if more was 
left in the hands of the 
people who produced the 
goods or services? They 
could invest in their busi-
nesses, creating more jobs 
and more GDP. We need 
some government, but 
how much is enough?

As I look forward to the celebra-
tion of the founding of our great nation, 
I realize that our founders gave us the 
means to decide how much government 
we need and want. They were fed up 
with too much government courtesy of 
the King of England. In the words of 
Abraham Lincoln, the founders decided 
to form a “government of the people, 
by the people, and for the people.” 

Ultimately, we get to decide how 
much government we want, but it takes 
getting informed and involved so that 
you can engage and debate others 
about your convictions. 

I hope you all have a wonderful 
Fourth of July, and go out and celebrate 
our great country. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 Mike Coleman Arrowhead Ornamentals Inc.
 PRESIDENT P.O. Box 157
 mctreegrower@gmail.com Hubbard, OR 97032
  503-651-2040
  FAX 503-651-2042

 Leigh Geschwill F & B Farms & Nursery
 PRESIDENT-ELECT 10498 Geschwill Lane N.E.
 farmerswife@fandbfarms.com Woodburn, OR 97071-9149
  503-830-1388
  FAX 866-608-3709

 Josh Zielinski Alpha Nursery
 VICE PRESIDENT 5050 Hazelgreen Rd. N.E.
 josh@alphanursery.com Salem, OR 97305-3519
  503-390-1286
  FAX 503-390-2639

 Mark Bigej Al’s Garden Centers
 TREASURER 1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
 mbigej@als-gardencenter.com Woodburn, OR 97071-3616
  503-981-1245
  FAX 503-982-4608

 Matt Gold Gold Hill Nursery / 
  PAST PRESIDENT Midas Nursery Solutions 
 matt.gold@goldhillnursery.com 11715 S.W. Hillsboro Hwy.
  Hillsboro, OR 97123
  503-628-1118
  FAX 503-628-2257

 Mike Hiller Kraemer’s Nursery Inc.
 SECRETARY P.O. Box 930

 mike.hiller@kraemersnursery.com Mt. Angel, OR 97362
  503-845-2283
  FAX 503-845-6557

 Jim Gilbert Northwoods Nursery
 MEMBER AT LARGE 28696 S. Cramer Rd.
 sales@northwoodsnursery.com Molalla, OR 97038-8576
  503-651-3737
  FAX 503-651-3882

____________
STATE BOARD REPRESENTATIVES
 CENTRAL OREGON CHAPTER
 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 gary@landsystemsnursery.com 541-382-7646

 CHRISTMAS TREE CHAPTER
 vacant

 CLACKAMAS CHAPTER
 Tom Brewer Myers Industries  
  Lawn & Garden Group

 tbrewer@myerslawnandgarden.com 503-686-8448
 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 simnittnsy@canby.com 503-266-9640

 EMERALD EMPIRE CHAPTER
 Tamara Clift McKenzie River Nursery
 tamaragreg@msn.com  541-747-2767
 Michael Nehls Native Grounds Nursery
 nativegroundsnursery@gmail.com  541-466-3561

 GREENHOUSE CHAPTER
 Dan Inglish 
 daninglish@q.com  503-363-5227
 Dawn Hummel Beedazzled Gardens & Design
 beedazzledgardens@yahoo.com  503-784-0691

 MT. HOOD CHAPTER
 Anthony Kinen Kinen’s Big & Phat  
  Special Plants
 akinen5@gmail.com 503-866-3627
 Scott Ekstrom Ekstrom Nursery Inc.
 ekstrom.nsy@frontier.com  503-663-4035

 RETAIL CHAPTER
 Sara Ori Portland Nursery
 sarao@portlandnursery.com 503-231-5050
 Lisa Barnett Wilco
 lbarnett@wilco.coop 503-509-8755

 SUNSET CHAPTER
 Ron Kinney Monrovia

 rkinney@monrovia.com 503-868-7941
 Clayton Moore Jr. North American Plants Inc.
 orders@naplants.com 503-474-1852

 WILLAMETTE CHAPTER
 Kyle Fessler St. Christopher Nursery LLC

 kyle@stchristophernursery.com 503-580-4470
 Val Tancredi 
 valjtan@gmail.com 503-585-1765


