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Let’s get things moving
Our nursery spent quite a bit of time 

in the months of January and February 
this year doing the winter nursery show 
circuit, and I must say, the mood and 
pulse of all the shows was positive and in 
some cases, utterly frantic. 

As the economy and our indus-
try have turned around, plants have 
become an extremely hot commodity. 
Furthermore, since we collaborate with 
nature and her seasons to produce our 
products, we can’t simply push a button 
and have more plants produced. 

These factors combined foretell a 
strong nursery market into the future. 
That means more plants that need to be 
shipped to our customers. The question 
on everyone’s mind is, “What 
is freight going to cost me?” 
Freight cost is very important to 
Oregon growers, because many 
of our markets are distant. 
Freight can therefore become a 
significant factor in our custom-
ers’ pricing decisions. 

Unfortunately, freight cost 
is something we have little con-
trol over. It is determined by 
supply and demand, which is a 
function of several factors: fuel 
prices, regulation, labor cost, 
and equipment cost and maintenance. The 
recent fuel price correction should lower 
operating costs for both rail and trucks, but 
increased regulation of emission controls 
on equipment could act to increase their 
respective operating costs.

As nursery owners, we can take some 
steps that may help us minimize freight 
costs. At our tree nursery, truckload rates 
seem to be lower earlier in the year. I 
think there are simply more trucks avail-
able for hire at that time. Early shipping 
is a great alternative if your product is 
going to a more moderate climate that can 
accept plants late winter or early spring. 
However, it will not work for our custom-
ers who expect a more severe winter.

I don’t have much experience with 
shipping by rail. I have heard from other 
growers that it can be very economical, 
although perhaps not as flexible as ship-
ping by truck. Some growers have also 
stated that more recently, train availabil-

ity has been lessened by the increased 
demand for rail shipment of oil.

Another way to help with freight 
costs is to avoid shipping “air.” By this 
I mean that we should ensure that our 
truck shipments are full to capacity. 

We should not let truckloads leave 
below capacity, or with empty floor space. 
At our nursery, we try to do this as best we 
can, but oftentimes we have or need extra 
space going to a certain geographical area. 
In these cases, we will try to reach out to 
other growers who may have or need space 
themselves. There is even a partial loads 
forum, for OAN members only, where 
information can be shared. You can access 
it at http://nurseryguide.com/Forums/.

This give-and-take is an 
aspect of the nursery busi-
ness that is not so common 
in other types of businesses. 
We work together with our 
competitors, our neighbors, 
to get our products to cus-
tomers who we often share. 

This is one of the rea-
sons that the nursery busi-
ness is remarkable. Could 
you imagine Coke and 
Pepsi sharing trucks?

As an industry, we can 
also leverage our numbers through the 
OAN to have comment and input into 
legislative and regulatory issues that may 
affect transportation. 

These issues affect the price of oil, 
with taxes and restrictions on exploration 
and distribution. These issues affect the 
cost of transportation equipment when 
they require upgrading to new, costly 
vehicles. And lastly, these issues affect the 
cost of transportation labor by changing 
the duration of the operators’ workday.

The sales environment we are all 
experiencing is a pleasant change, but 
more plants will require more trucks, 
trains and airplanes. I encourage you to 
reach out to your neighbors and share 
ideas on how we can minimize our 
freight costs and make our great Oregon 
plants even more attractive. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 Mike Coleman Arrowhead Ornamentals Inc.
 PRESIDENT P.O. Box 157
 mctreegrower@gmail.com Hubbard, OR 97032
  503-651-2040
  FAX 503-651-2042

 Leigh Geschwill F & B Farms & Nursery
 PRESIDENT-ELECT 10498 Geschwill Lane N.E.
 farmerswife@fandbfarms.com Woodburn, OR 97071-9149
  503-830-1388
  FAX 866-608-3709

 Josh Zielinski Alpha Nursery
 VICE PRESIDENT 5050 Hazelgreen Rd. N.E.
 josh@alphanursery.com Salem, OR 97305-3519
  503-390-1286
  FAX 503-390-2639

 Mark Bigej Al’s Garden Centers
 TREASURER 1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
 mbigej@als-gardencenter.com Woodburn, OR 97071-3616
  503-981-1245
  FAX 503-982-4608

 Matt Gold Gold Hill Nursery / 
  PAST PRESIDENT Midas Nursery Solutions 
 matt.gold@goldhillnursery.com 11715 S.W. Hillsboro Hwy.
  Hillsboro, OR 97123
  503-628-1118
  FAX 503-628-2257

 Mike Hiller Kraemer’s Nursery Inc.
 SECRETARY P.O. Box 930

 mike.hiller@kraemersnursery.com Mt. Angel, OR 97362
  503-845-2283
  FAX 503-845-6557

 Jim Gilbert Northwoods Nursery
 MEMBER AT LARGE 28696 S. Cramer Rd.
 sales@northwoodsnursery.com Molalla, OR 97038-8576
  503-651-3737
  FAX 503-651-3882

____________
STATE BOARD REPRESENTATIVES
 CENTRAL OREGON CHAPTER
 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 gary@landsystemsnursery.com 541-382-7646

 CHRISTMAS TREE CHAPTER
 vacant

 CLACKAMAS CHAPTER
 Tom Brewer Myers Industries  
  Lawn & Garden Group

 tbrewer@myerslawnandgarden.com 503-686-8448
 Jim Simnitt Simnitt Nursery
 simnittnsy@canby.com 503-266-9640

 EMERALD EMPIRE CHAPTER
 Tamara Clift McKenzie River Nursery
 tamaragreg@msn.com  541-747-2767
 Michael Nehls Native Grounds Nursery
 nativegroundsnursery@gmail.com  541-466-3561

 GREENHOUSE CHAPTER
 Dan Inglish 
 daninglish@q.com  503-363-5227
 Dawn Hummel Beedazzled Gardens & Design
 beedazzledgardens@yahoo.com  503-784-0691

 MT. HOOD CHAPTER
 Anthony Kinen Kinen’s Big & Phat  
  Special Plants
 akinen5@gmail.com 503-866-3627
 Scott Ekstrom Ekstrom Nursery Inc.
 ekstrom.nsy@frontier.com  503-663-4035

 RETAIL CHAPTER
 Sara Ori Portland Nursery
 sarao@portlandnursery.com 503-231-5050
 Lisa Barnett Sebright Gardens
 lbcountrychick@yahoo.com 503-509-8755

 SUNSET CHAPTER
 Ron Kinney Monrovia

 rkinney@monrovia.com 503-868-7941
 Clayton Moore Jr. North American Plants Inc.
 orders@naplants.com 503-474-1852

 WILLAMETTE CHAPTER
 Kyle Fessler St. Christopher Nursery LLC

 kyle@stchristophernursery.com 503-580-4470
 Val Tancredi 
 valjtan@gmail.com 503-585-1765


